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AN EPISTLE, BY WAY OF PREFACE, 

7b all truth's friends and all friendly readers, greeting: in the 
dear and tender loDe of my heavenly Father^ which by his dear 
son and blessed spirit, he hath plentifully shed abroad in mdny 
hearts in this glorious gospel day : glory to his worthy name and 
excellent power for ever. 

Dear Friends, — I am concerned to recommend the serious reading 

and perusal of the ensuing collection^ unto all who sincerely desire the 

' promotion of Christ's kingdom, and prosperity of his church and Sion, 

in true love, union, and order, in and by Christ Jesus himself, the head 

and foundation thereof. 

And that none of you would think the perusal of these Epistles wea- 
risome or tedious, because the same words and things in many of them 
may seem frequently repeated, there being numerous evangelical 
truths, and variety of good and wholesome matter, as well as diversi- 
ties of episUes, containing much christian counsel to many various states 
and conditions of enlightened and enlivened souls travelling and breath- 
ing to Qod; so that the freqiunt intermixed repetitions of the same ne- 
cessary truths may be the better allowed and borne with in the reading. 
However, the moderate and ingenuous reader will not be offended 
thereat, it being a thing frequent in the holy scriptures, to have the 
same gospel truths often repeated; for many dull and forgetful persons 
bave need to be often told of such matters, of so great importance. 
The author's epistles and matters of most general concern are here 
collected, so as to avoid prolixity and unnecessary repetitions, as much 
as could be. 

The simplicity and plainness of the author's style is not to be despised, 
be being more in life and substance than in the wisdom of words, or 
eloquence of speech^ And the Lord being pleased in his day to make 
great use of him, and to do great things by him, for his liame and seed's 
sake ; of which there yet remain clouds of witnesses, even to that di- 
vine power and hidden wisdom of Grod, (in the mystery of Christ,) which 
was with hitn, and supported him, and lifted up his head through many 
great fights of afflictions and trials. 

I confess, I have not read or heard all the epistles in the eusuing col- 
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lection ; but many of them, which I know to be very seasonable, weighty 
and necessary; and therefore have cause to believe so of the rest, which 

1 have not read. But, by our long and frequent conversation, know- 
ledge, and intimacy, (tc^ether with his living and revived testimonies, 
his godly care and zeal for truth's honour and prosperity,) I have deeply 
read and known the author, his unfeigned love, innocency, and inte- 
grity in the blessed living truth, whose christian care, (among many 
other things, relating to the churches of Christ, the union, good order 
and discipline thereof,) greatly was, that no offence in any thing might 
be given ; the^t the ministry might not be blamed ; well knowing what 
trials and proofs attended Christ's ministers and ministry in these latter 
days, (in some degree,) as in the primitive christians' times ; namely, 
that he, with many others in his day, approved himself, and themselves, 
as the ministers of Christ, in much patience, in deep afflictions, in ne- 
cessities, in distresses, (and some in stripes and ci^uel beatings,) in pri- 
sons, in tumults, in labours, by watchiiigs^and by fastings, by purity, by 
knowledge, by long suffering, by kindness, by the holy ghost, by love 
unfeigned, by the word of truth, by ihe power of God^ by the armour 
of righteousness, on the right hand, and on the left, by honour and dis- 
honour, by evil report and good report ; as deceivers, and yet true, (Slc. 

2 Cor. vi. In which proofs of God's ministers, this his ancient servant 
had a deep share, and the true root of the matter was in him, far be- 
yond his expressions^ 

And though many false predictions, prophecies, and cruel threats 
were early breathed out by persecutors and envious spirits against 
him, and us his friends and brethren, whom he uqfeignedly loved, and 
against his and our holy profession, way, and testimony, as if in a very 
short timB all would come to nought, and be laid waste; yet they have 
all been disappointed, and proved false, and his christian living testi- 
mony and work further manifested to be of God, and not of men, nor of 
the will of man. For truth, that is strongest of all, hath still prevailed, 
and must prevail. And though the memory of this our deceased bi'o- 
ther and faithful servant of Jesus Christ, be still greatly envied, and be 
most grossly defamed, by some implacable adversaries, and hardened 
apostates, who could not obtain their evil ends and destructive designs 
against him in his life time; yet his memory is truly precious to many 
thousands, who truly fear God and love his truth, who have a true in- 
ward sense, that such a divine power and providence attended him in 
his innocent christian testimony, ministry, labours, and su0erings, that 
the devil and all persecuting agents, could never stop nor frustrate his 
testimony or service, in turning many to right^usness, even from dark- 
ness unto tight, and from the power of satan unto God. 

In many of the ensuing epistles, he often mentions the seed, the life, 
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the power of God, and the like ; whereby he intends no other than 
what the holy scriptures testify of Christ ; which, we know, he truly 
loved and esteemed, and was often conversant in reading of them, and 
had an excelletatt memory and spiritual sense thereof given him of the 
Lord. By the pure holy seed, he meant and declared Christ, the pro- 
mised, seed ; wherein all the promises of God are yea and amen. And 
as Christ is the word of God, the word of life, the word of faith, he is 
that immortal and incorruptible seed, of which all true and spiritual 
believers, and children of the light are begotten to God, and bom again ; 
and which seed, or word< of eternal Ufe, abideth in him that is born of 
Gody and sinnetli not because thereof. 1 John iii. And as the gene- 
ration oC God, and children of his kingdopi, and of the promise, they are 
called the good seed, and counted for the seed, being born of that in- 
ccHTuptible seed, or word of Kfe, which endureth for ever, 1 Peter i. 
23. 15; and being that blessed seed and holy generation, which was 
foretold Christ should see, and for which the travail of his soul was. 
Isa. liii. 

This our deceased friend and servant of Jesus Christ truly testified 
of him in all respects, both as come in the flesh and in the spirit, both 
as Christ was and is our only mediator and advocate, and as he was and i& 
God over all, blessed for ever ; whom he so dearly loved and honoured, 
that he often offered up his Ufe, and deeply suffered for him ; and that 
in dear and constant love to his seed, that a holy generation might be 
raised^ strengthened, and increased in the earth among the children of 
men. And his knowledge and ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ, being 
after the spirit, in life and power, did no wajrs imply any lessening of 
the dignity or glory of Christ, nor any defect of faith or love to Christ, 
as he came and suffered in the flesh for mankind, as some adversaries 
have injuriously misrepresented and aspersed him ; for he highly esteem- 
ed Christ's sufferings, death, resurrection, aiid glory; and powerfully 
testified of the virtue, power, blessed and spiritual design, fruit, and 
effects thereof, as revealed and witnessed by his holy spirit. And as we 
have no cause to question, but that with this innocent and good man, ^ to 
live was Christ ;' so, * to die was gain ;' in both which he glorified God. 

Christ Jesus being our spiritual rock, foundation, and head, he is truly 
precious to us and all true believers, in all states and conditions, both 
of his humiliation, glory, and dominion ; his great grace and goodness 
appearing in those precious ministerial gifts given by him, (when he 
ascended up on high,} for his ministry and church. 

And it is very observable, that though to express Christ's lowly condi- 
tion and appearance in the world, he is sometimes in holy scripture term- 
ed the seed, his name also is called < wonderful counsellor, the mighty 
God, the everlasting Father, the prince of peace ; upon whose shoul- 
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dei^ the government is Jaid : and of the increase of his government and 
peace there shall be no end.' Isaiah ix. And it is most suitable to Christ's 
low, humble, and suffering cMdition, to make use of such instruments 
as are most like himself in humility and lowliness of mind ; although 
they be but low and mean iathe world's eye and esteem. God is pleased 
to make choice of low, mean, and weak things^ and of instruments con- 
temptible in the eyes of the high and lofty ones of this world, to con« 
found the wisdom of the world, according to 1 Cor. i. He chose poor 
shepherds to divulge that great evangelical truth of Christ's birth ; and 
certain women to' preach that gospel truth of bis resurrection. Luke 
iL and xxiv. And both from angelical testimony, and from their 
sight of Christ himself* Truth must not be rejected because of such 
instruments which God in his wisdom is pleased to employ in his work ; 
nor the day of small things despised. From small beginnings of good 
matters, great things, glorious attainments and perfections spring. 
Glory, honour, and dominion to our most gracious God, and to the Lamb 
on his throne, for ever and ever. 

Now, dear and well beloved friends, all live in love and peace, fol- 
lowing the true faith, peaceable and good example of the faithful in 
Christ, and the God of love and peace will be with you. 

Your true friend and brother in Christ Jesus, 



GeOBGE WHlT£HfiAJ>. 



London, 1698. 
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MANY SEIiECT EPISTLES TO FBIENDS, 

o? 

THAT ANCIENT, EMINENT, AND FAITHFUL MINISTER OF JESUS CHRIST, 

GBORGE FOX. 



^ Testimony, how the I^ord sent G. F, forth at firsty in the year 

1643. 

When the Lord first sent me forth in the year 1643^ I was sent as 
an innocent lamb (and young in years) amongst (men in' the nature of) 
wolves, dogs, bears, lions, and tigers into the world, which the devil had 
made like a wilderness, no right way th^a found out of it. And I was 
sent ' To turn people from darkness to the Ught,' which Christ, the 
second Adam, did enlighten them withal ; that so they might see Christ, 
their way tQ God, with the spirit of God, which he doth pour upon all 
flesh, that with it they might have an understanding to kiiow the things 
of Crod,and to know him, and his son Jesus Christ, which is eternal life; 
and so might worship and serve the living God, their maker and creator, 
who takes care for all, who is Lord of all ; and with the light and spirit 
of God they might kncfw the scriptures, which were given forth from 
the spirit of Grod in the saints, and holy men and women of God. 

And when many began to be turned to the Ught (which is the life in 
Christ) and the spirit of God, which gave them an understanding, and 
had found the path of the just, the shining light> then did the wolves, 
dogs, dragons, bears, lions, tigers, wild beasts, and birds of prey make a 
roaring and a screeching noise- against the lambs, sheep, doves, and 
children of Christ, and were ready to devour them and me, and to tear 
us to pieces. But the Lord's arm and power did preserve me; though 
many tim^s I was in danger of. my life, and very often cast into dun- 
geons and prisons, and haled before magistrates. But all things did 
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work together for good: and the more I was cast into outward prisona, 
the more people came out of their' spiritual and inward prison, (through 
the preaching of the gospel.) But the priests and professors were in 
such a great rage, and made the rude and profane people in such a 
fury, that I could hardly walk in the streets, or go in the highways, 
but they were ready oft-times to do me a mischief. But Christ, who 
hath all power in heaven and in the earth, did so restrain and limit 
them with his power, that my life was preserved ; though many times 
I was near killedf. 

Oh ! the burdens and travails, that I weiit under 1 OfleH my life pressed 
down under the spirits of professors and teachers without life, and the 
profane ! And besides, the troubles afterwards with backsliders, apos- 
tates, and false brethren, which were like soman^^Judas's in betraying 
the truth, and God's faithful and chosen seed, and causing the way of 
truth to be evil spoken of! But the Lord blasted, wasted, and confounded 
them, so that none stood long; for the Lord did either destroy them, 
or bring tUem to nought, and his truth flourished, and his people in 
it, to the praise of God, who is the revenger of his chosen. 

G,F. 

Concerning the first 'spreading of the truth, and how that many 

were imprisonedf fye* 
♦ 

Aifi) the truth sprang up first (to us, as to be a people to the liOrdy) 
in LeicestersUre in 1{I44, and in Warwickshire in 1645, and in Not- 
ttngbamsbire ia 1646, and in Darbyshire m, 1647, and in the adjacent 
eouatri^s in 1648, 1649, and 16{^0, and in Yorkshire in 1651, and in 
Lancashire and We«(morelftnd in 1652, and in Cumberland, and Bishop- 
mk, and NerthuvihiM'land m 1653, and in Londoii^ and most parts of 
th<i Mtioq of ]gQg];an4 ^ad Scotland, ^d Ireland in 1654» &c. 

AjbA in 165|r, los^siy went beyond seas, where truth also sprang up. 
. 4<od m l^Sfit tmi^b I?rake forth m America, and many other places. 

And th# truth stood aJil the cruelties and sufi^ings that were inflipted 
upon friends by ib» loiiigrparUandf^t, ^to the spoiling of goods, impriaon- 
rnent, andd^atb^ ai&d ^ver all the reproaches, lies, and slandors,) and then 
by O. GromweUa pirotector, and all the acts that Oliver made and his 
parfiaments* axid Im son Richard after him; and the committer of safety. 
Attd after, it yriithstood and lasted out all the acts and proelamatioiis 
mace 1660, that tbei Ifkag came in. And still the Lord'fr tratfa is over 
Mf aid his seed reigns, mid Jm truth exceeding^ spreads uniD. tl^ 
year, 1W6. 

And Friends never feared their.acts, nor prisons, nor jails, nor boitses 
of conrection, nor bani^nQnts, nor spcnling of goods; nay, nor Kfe 
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itself. And there was never any persecution, that came, but we saw 
h was for good ; and we looked upon it to be good, as from God. And 
there was never any prisons, that I was in, or safiferings, but still it wad 
taip the bringing multitudes more out of prisdo. For they that imprison- 
ed the truth, and (quenched the q>irit in themselves, would prison if^ 
and quench it without them. So that there wa9 a tim^ when there 
were so Tti&nj in prison, that it became as a by-word, tmtii was scarcely 
any where to be found but in jails. 

And after that the king came in, divers Friends dufiered much, be- 
cftuse they' would not drink the king's health, and say, ' God bless the 
king ;' so that many times Friends wefe in danger of their lives by rude 
persons, who were ready to run them through with their swords for re- 
fusing it ; until the king gave forth a proclamation against drinking' 
Ikealths. For we were and are against all drinking healths and excess, 
both before his coming in, and after ; and we desire the king's good, and 
that the Messingd of God might come upon him, and all his subjects, and 
all people upon the face of the earth. * And we did denre feople not 
to drink the king's health, but let him have his health, and all people 
else; and so to drink for their own health and necessity only. For that 
way of drinking healths, and to excess, was- not for. the king's health, 
tuat their own, nor any others. Which excess often brought forth quar- 
relhng and destroying one another ; for they destroyed the creation, and 
one another. And this was not for the king's Wealth, nor health, nor 
honour; but might grieve him to have the creatures destroyed, and his 
8iibject&' And sothe LordfS'posrer gave us dominion over that also, and 
an our ^ther sufieringt. 

But Oh! the number of sufferers in the commonwealth's days, an^ 
in the protector's days, and since 1 But especially they, that were haled 
before their courts, for not paying titiies, and not swearing in tfa^ 
jaries, and'^or not putHn§^ off their hats, and for going to meetingB on 
tile First-days, (under pretence of breaking the sabbath,) and other 
naeetings in the week-days ; who were abused both in the mieetings^ and 
on the highwa3r8l Oh, how great were the sufiferii^we then smtained 
upon th^e accounts! For sooietimes they wouU drive Friends hf 
fyovis into the p«ison-h«i«8es, (like paifoMs,) and there Ice^ tbemr ctt 
the First-days; and then take thdr horses fpwn them^attid keep tiiemi 
(cfr pretended breach of their sabbath. Though tiiey woiddi ride im 
tbeir coaches, and upon their fat borses-to the steepde^houses thttttiBebreB, 
amd jet pumsh others. And many Friends were tutned mt6 ^^ HMsf 
eopy holds^ and customary tenements^ beeause they could not swear ; 
and as th^ went to* meetings, they have been siKined fhfough the 
streets, and crudly abused otherwise. And many were fined wttii great 
fine?, and lay long in prison for not putting off their hate; bvrt; Friend* 
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could never' pay them, though they kept them in prison, till they fas^d 
satisfied their ownVills upon th^m; and at last turned them out, after 
they had kept them a year, or more, in prisons. 

And many Friends were exceedingly spoiled in their estate^ an^ 
goods in the petty courts for tithes, till we got. a prohibition and demur 
out of the king's bench, that ttien threw the trial of such things out of 
their petty courts, that they might sue for them in the courtsat London. 
And my desire is, that the Lord may open their understandings also, 
(if it be his will,) to throw them out of those courts also. 

And many books I gave forth against tithes, and how th€ priesthood 
w\eis changed that took them. And that Christ sent forth his twelve 
(and after, seventy) disciples, and said unto them, * Freely they had 
received, and freely they were to give.* And so all that are transgress 
sors, and do not obey the doctrine and command of Christ therein, we 
cannot receive them. 

. And many sufiered for not ^wearing, both before and since the kiUg 
came in; because they could not swear, in obedience 4o the command 
of Christ and the apostles, who forbade all swearings And teuths were; 
offered up in the time of the law; but a// must be. offered up. in the 
time of the gospel for Christ's sake. For there were no tithes nor 
swearing before the fall; and so there are none again to be in the re- 
storation by Christ. And though swearing was in the time of the law; 
yet our yea is to be yea, and our nay to be nay in the time of the gos- 
pel. 

And several books I was nrioved to give forth against swearing, and 
that our yea and nay might be taken instead of an oath; and if we 
broke that, let tis suffer the same puuishment that they did that broke 
their oaths. And in Jamaica the governor granted the thing, and the 
assembly ; and it is also granted in some other places. And several of 
the parliament-men in England have acknowledged the feasouablehess 
of the thing. For the true oath of Qod was but to tie people to swear 
by the Lord, and to say and to do truth, since man and woman fell, 
in the time of the law, and uot before the fall. And this was the oath 
tiiat Christ came to fulfil and end; n.nd he saith, 'Swear not at all.' 
And I say, Christ fulfils and ends this oath, which men were to perform 
to the Lord, who performs Gbd's oa Ai, which he swore by himself, and 
fulfils that; and h^ sets .up yea, yea, and nay, nay, instead thereof. 
Concerning which I and my Friends have written at large in our books 
touching this subject. And the magistrate^, after some time, when they 
sow our faithfulness in yea and nay» that were they, moderate, (both 
before and smce the king came in^) would put Friends into offices with- 
out an oath. But they that were cruel and envious, would fine Friends 
to get money of them ; though Friends could not pay. them any. 
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And thus the LordV pother bath carried us through all, and over all, 
to his everlasting glory and praise ! For Grod's power, which was before 
the devil's was, hath been our hedge^our wall, and our keeper, and the 
preserver of his plants and vineyard, who have not had the magistrates 
sword and staff to help them, nor ever trusted in the arm of flesh. And 
have gon6, without Judas's bag or the magistrates' sword and staff, to 
preach the word of life, which was in the beginning, before they were ; 
which word reconciles to God. And thousands have received the word 
of reconciliation, and are born again of the immortal seed by the word 
of God, emd are feeding upon the milk of the word, which lives, and 
abides, and endures for ever. And many have suffered to death for 
their testimony, both in England and beyond the! seas, both before and 
since the king came in ; which ye may see, as foUoweth : 

This was given to the king and both hoiises of parliament, being ^ A 
brief, and plain, and true relation of the late and sad sufferings of the 
people of God in scorn called Quakers, for worshipping^ and exercising 
a good conscience towards God and man* 

* By reason whei^eof eighty-nine have suffered till death, (thirty^two 
of whom died before the king came into England, and fifty-seven since; 
by hard imprisonment and cruel usage,) forty*three have died in the 
city of London and Southwark, since the act was made against meet- 
ings,' &C. (about 1661.) They have thus suffered; of which a more 
particular account was given (with their names who did suffer) to the 
king and parliament, about 1663. 

And though divers laws were designed against us, yet never could 
any of them justly touch us, neither did they <truly c<»icem us, though 
they did execute them unjustly upon us; and they knew we were not 
the people justly chargeable; and some have been made to confess it 
And all those laws, that were already made, and the oath which they 
imprisoned us for, (because in obedience td the cinnmand of Christ 
Jesus, we could not swear at all,) were never originally intended against 
us. And yet vie suffered by the several powers and their laws, (though 
they did not concern us,) both spoiling of goods and imprisonments, 
even to death itseU*. And the governor of Dover Castle, when the 
king asked him, ' if he had dispersed all the sectaries' meetings V 
-•aid, 'be had; but the Quakers, the devil himself could not For 
if he imprisoned them, and broke them up, they would meet again; 
and if be should beat them^ and knock them down, or kill some of 
them, all was one : they would meet, and not resist again.' And thus 
the Lord's power did support them, and keep them over their perse- 
cutors; and made them to justify our patience and Iamb-like nature. 
This was about 1671. 

And since the king came in, three acts, have been made against us 
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by the king and pariiament, (besides the prociamations,) by ^ich 
many have sufiered imprisonment^ and banishment, and many to death; 
And yet for all these acts and proclamations, and' banishment, and pef-^ 
flecatiens, and sufferings, faithfol IVienrdB are as fre^ as ev^ in the 
Lord's, power^ and valimt fbr his name and truth. Aftd some weak 
ones tibere were^ when the kang eame in, that did swear, and take the 
oaths; but after, when (hey had so done,'thejr were so sore troubled for 
disobeying the command of Christ, and the apostle, that they went to 
the magistrates, and condemned tbemseltesy and otfeired themselves to 
go to prison* And thus the Loni, in his everlasting power, hath been 
the suj^Kyrt and stay of his people. 

And when the glorious gospel and truth was spread orer the naticm^ 
an4 they had rec^ved the word of hfe, then first the Quarterly, and 
some Monthly Meetings, wefe settled throughout the nation ; and then 
after, as truth more and more apread^ the nontbly Men's Meetings, in 
1667 and 1666. 

And then also some Women's Meetings were set up ,* and afterwards the 
Women's Meetings throughout the nation, and other nations were exhort- 
ed unto, and set up and established throughout the nations. For I was 
sei^t for to many sick people; and at one tiitoe I was sent for to 
\Vl»te-Qiapel, about the tfaird^our in the morning, to a woman that 
was dying, and her child; and die people were weeping about her. And 
after a while I was moved, (in the name and power of Christ Jesus,) to 
speak to the woman ; and she and her child were raised up. And she 
got up, to the astonishment of the people, when tiiey came in, in the 
morning ; and her child^lso was healed Aad when I came to G. 
Roberts's house, aboiut eight in the mmmigy there eame in Sarah 
Blackberry, to complain to me of the poor, and how many poor Friends 
were in want; and the Lord had showed me, vriiat I should do, in his 
eternal power and wisdom. So, I spake to her, to bid about sixty 
womeu to meet me about the first hour in theafternobn, at the sign of 
the Hehnet, at a Friend's house. And they did so accordingly, such as 
were sensible women of the Lord's truth, and fearmg €rod. And what 
the Lord had opened unto* me, I declared unto them, concerning their 
having a meeting once a week, every Second-disty, that they might see 
and inquire into the^ necessity of all poor Friendb, who were sick and 
weak, and were in want, or wi<fows and fatheriess in the city and 
suburbs. And so, they blest the Lord for the wisdom of Ckklrtfaat had 
settled such a meeting in his power amcmgst them. For they saw, 
that all that were heirs of &e power of God, were to take their pos- 
session^ of the power ef God, the gospel and its order^ which Was, before 
the devil was. And this brought them into the practice of the pure 
religion, and to visit tlie> siek, and for the relief of the fatherless and 
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the widow, and to see, that nothing 'was, lacking ammigBt them; and 
that they, in visiting- the sick in the Lord's power and word, through 
it they would have the wisdom of the Lord, and of his creation, and 
how to administer his creatures^ and by the same power to heal, and 
strengthen itith the outward things; and without them. Which they 
have fek prosperous to thisday : and great things have been done in their 
meeting? by the Lord's power, and very hohourable it hath been in the 
eyes of all the faithful, yea^ and commendable in the world aba 

And afterwatds the same Women's Meetings wqre settled up and 
down the nation, and beyond the seas, in the power of the Lord, wl^ch 
was before the. devil was; into which; power of the Lord tio sect nor 
apostacy can come, but peace and unity. And the power of the Lord, 
tlie gospel, is the authority of all the Men's and Woman's Meetings, 
and all the heirs of the power, tibe gospel, both men and women are to 
take their posseseaons of the inheritance of the power of God, which i$ 
over the devil. So, ia it nothing can get betwixt them and the Lord 
God. 

And at the settling of the Men's Meetings in the gospel, the pow^ 
of God^ I let them see, how they had a men's meeting in the first con* 
version amongst the prinutive christians, of sudh as were faithful men, 
and full of the hdy ^host; and these were to see, in the Lord's power 
and wisdom, that nothing was lacking. 

For since the Christians denied the Jews' temple, storehouse, and 
priests, where the widows^strangei^, and fatherless were relieved ; they 
set up a men's meeting in the power of God, and in the holy ghost, 
(and they had Deaconesses also,) to see that widows, fatherless, and 
strangers were relieved, and that nothing was wanting among them. 
Now, though this practice hath been lost since the apostles* days, since 
men have gone from the power of God, and the holy ghost, that the 
apostles were in, (and therefore are the streets and country so full of 
widows, strangers, and beggars, and so full of wants, who want the sense 
of the good spirit and power to open their hearts, that the apostles and 
primitive christians were in.) But the everlasting gospel being preach- 
ed again by the same holy ghost that the apostles were in ; and received 
from heaven as they received it; and. many thousands having received 
this gospel now again, men's meetings are set up, (as were in the days 
of the apostles,) in the power of God, and in the holy ghost. And women's 
Bieetii^ as mothers, and that they may be teachers of good things, 
and so to see, that nothingbe lacking aihoi^st them; and so to- do good 
unto all, but especially to the household of faith. 

And now, the power of God is the authority of both our men's and 
wonien's meetings, and all our other meetings; which power of God 
WHS helgte tfeie a|>08tacy> was horn the apostles, and before the fall and 
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the devil ^ere, and is ov^r all ; and all are to take their possessions of 
it» and in it to do God's service and business. So these meetings are for 
the converted and elect, ^ befoi'e the world began,' and such as are heirs 
of the power, and do possess it ; and what they do and act in the spirit 
and power of God, they do it in that which shall never have an end, 
to the glory of God for ever. Amen ! , G. F. 

Upon the Ffmrih'-day of the First months 1660, I felt the power of 

the Lord to spread over ail the world in praise, # 

Praise, honour, and glory be to the Lord of heaven and eatth I Lord 
of peace. Lord of joy ! thy .pountenance maketh my heart glad. Lord 
of glory, Lord of mercy, Lord of strength, Lord of life, and of power over 
death, and Lord pf lords, and King of kings ! In the world therd*are 
lords many, but to us there is but one God the Father, of whom are 
all things; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things: to 
whom be all glory, who is worthy! In the world are many lords, and 
many gods, and the earth maketh lords, coveting after riches, and 
oppressing the creatures; and so, the covetous mind getting^ to itself, 
fords it above others. This nature of lordly pride is head, until subdued 
by the power of Crod : for every one, in that state, doth strive to be 
above another ; few will strive to be the lowest. Oh ! that every one 
tf ould strive to put down, in themselves, mastery and honour, that the 
Lord of heaven and earth might be* exalted ! G. F. 

Epistle I. , • 

Friends, — Forsake the company of wild people, and choose the com- 
pany of sober men, and that wi^l be creditable in the end. And choos- 
ing the company of wild and light people, who delight in vain fashions 
and ill courses, is dangerous, and of a bad report among sober people ; 
for the eyes of such will be upon you : and if they see, ye are wild, 
ye will come under their censure. Therefore love gravity, and sober- 
ness, and wisdom, that doth preserve. G. F. 

11. 

.Friends, — The children of the devil, how expert are they in evil, in 
fill deceit in his kingdom;, and yet they may speak of the things of 
God: but no vulturous eye or venomous beast ever trod in the steps of 
the just, though they may talk of the way. For who have their con- 
versation in this world, aiid only mind the things of this world, in vain 
do they profess godliness. 
. But the children of God, who are conceived and begotten of him^are 
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not of this world, nettber do they mind only the thii^ of this worlds 
but the thills which are eternal. But the children of this world do 
naosdy mind the external things, and their love is in them, and the other 
live by faith ; the one is sanctified by the word, the other painted with 
the words. The. children of God are pure in heart, not looking only at 
the outside. The favour of the world and friendship thereof is enmity 
to God, man may soon be stained with it Oh ! love ^the stranger, and be 
as strangers in the world, and to the world! For they that followed 
Christ in his cross, they were strangers in the world, and wonders to the 
world, and condemned by the world ; and the world knew him not, 
neither doth it them that follow him now. So, marvel not if the world 
hate you ; fer the world lieth in hatred and wickedness. Who love thia 
worJd, are enemies to Qirist ; and who love the Lord Jesus Qirist, and 
have him for their Lord over them, they are redeemed out of the world* 
The world would have a Christ, but not to rule over them ; the nature 
of the world is above Christ in man, until Christ bath subdued that 
nature in man. While the nature of the world doth rule in man, Oh I 
the deaf ears and blind eyes, and the understandings, that are all shut 
up amongst them, with which they judge ! But who love the Lord Jesus 
Christ, do not mind the world's judgment, nor are troubled at it ; but 
consider all our brethren, who have gone before us. 

When ye think ye are past all crosses, when the trial doth come, ye 
will find a cross to that will which doth meddle with the tlungs of God 
presumptuously; that man may live in joy, but the spirit is in bondage* 
Rejoice not in the flesh, but in the spirit, which crucifieth all fleshly 
boastings : if the fleshly will be fed, then carelessness cometh up,and they 
&U into flatness, (from the spirit,) and are mindless of the Lord God; 
such are soon up and down. The serpent tempted Eve to eat of the 
forbidden fruit, and she took and gave to her husband, and so they fell 
under the serpent's power, and the creatures, out of the power of God, 
which would have . kept them in dominion. And so, Adam and Eve, 
and the serpent, all went out of truth. And Eve eating of the tree of 
knowledge, she had knowledge and wisdom after the fall, but not in the 
dominion, in the power of Grod. But the seed Christ, which was in 
the beginning, bruiseth the serpent's head, and he is the wisdom of 
God. G. F. 

IIL — ^A little note io Friends at first. 

Friends, — ^There is an eye, that hath looked to see the good seed, 
that was sown, and queried, from whence came these tares? The an« 
Bwer was and is; *The wicked one hath sown them.' Now read the 
tares, and what is the effect of them, and their work? And what they 

Vol. VII. 9 
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dot and have done t How they bang anuMigst the wheat 1 But now in 
the time of harvest, that both wheat and tares are seen, and each dis* 
tingukhed, the one from the other. G. F. 

IV. 

All Friends, mind -that which is pure in you to guide you to God, 
out of Babylon, out of confusion: there all the world is; there is the seat 
of the beast ; there are the false prophets and deceivers, as well within 
as without. One voice of c^ccti knows not another, nor any of them 
the voice of the living God. But, dear friends, mind the light of God 
in your consciences, which will show you all deceit; dwelling in it, 
guides out of the many things into one spirit, which cannot lie, nor de- 
ceive. They that are guided by it, are one, who have been made to 
drink into one spirit; and the spirits of the prophets are subject to the 
prophets. God is not the author of confusion, but of peace. All jarrings, 
all schisms, all rents are out of the spirit, for God hath tempered the 
body together, that there should be no schism in the body, but all wor- 
ship him with one consent. And as the power and life of truth are made 
manifest, watch in the discerning one over another. 

And beware of discouraging any in the work of God: the labourers 
are few, that are faithful for God. Take heed of hurting the gift, which 
God hath given to profit withal, whereby ye have received life through 
death, and a measure of peace by the destruction of evil. Pray, that 
peace may be multiplied,, and the ministration of life, to the raising of 
the dead, that < the seed of the woman may bruise the serpent's head,' 
discover all deceit, and rend all veils and coverings, that the pure may 
come to life, which deceit hath trampled upon. 

And all take heed to your spirits ; that which is hasty, discerns not 
the good seed. Take heed of being corrupted by flatteries ; they that 
know their God, shall be strong. But take heed of labouring to turn 
the just aside for a thing of nought, but know the precious from the 
vile, the clean from the unclean ; ' These shall be as my mouth,' saith 
the Lord, for his work is great, and his gifts diverse. And therefore all 
mind your gift, mind your measure ; mind your calling and your work. 
Some speak to the conscience ; some plough and break the clods ; some 
weed out, and some sow ; some wait, that fowls devour not the seed. 
But wait all for the gathering of the simplie-hearted ones ; for * they 
that turn many to righteousness, shall shine for ever.' 

Mind the light, that all may be refreshed one in another, and all in 
one. And the God of power and love keep all Friends in power, in love, 
that there be no surmisings, but pure refreshings in the unlimited love 
of God, which maizes one another known in the conscience, to read one 
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anotber's hearts: being comprehended into this love, it is inseparable, 
and all are here one. And keep in the oneness, and note them that 
cause dissention, contrary to the gospel ye have received; that one pure 
faith may be held in all, to guide and preserve all in the unity of the 
spirit and bond of peace ; all one family of love, children of one father, 
and of the household of God. G. F. 

V. — To his Parents. 

Dear father and mother in the flesh, but not of that birth which 
speaks to you : for like to that which doth beget, is that which is b& 
gotten. Praises, praises be given to my heavenly Father, who hath 
begotten me again by the immortal word. 

To that of God in you both I speak, and do beseech you both for the 
Lord's sake, to return within, and wait to hear the voice of the Lord 
there ; and waiting there, and keeping close to the Lord, a discerning 
will grow, that ye may distinguish the voice of the stranger, when ye 
hear it. Oh ! be faithful, be faithful to the Lord in that ye know; for 
in the backslider the Lord hath no pleasure, neither shall their damna- 
tion slumber. Oh ! be faithful ! Look not back, nor be too forward, 
further than ye have attained ; for ye have no time, but this preisent 
time : therefore prize your time for your souls' sake. And so, grow up 
in that which is pure, and keep to the oneness ; then shall my joy be 
full. So fare ye well ! And the Lord God of power keep you in his 
power ! To him be praises for evermore. G. F. 

VL— 7b Friends. 

Friends, — ^No one is justified, breaking the commands of Christ ; no 
one is justified, living in iniquity ; and no one is justified in professing 
only Christ's words, and the prophets', and the apostles' words, and living 
out of their hves: and no one is justified living in the first birth and 
nature, and false faith and hope, which doth not purify, as God is pure. 
No man is justified not believing in the light, as Christ commands, but 
with the light is condemned; for the light is the condemnation of all 
them that walk contrary to it : therefore the power of God mind. No 
man is justified, acting contrary to that spirit which doth convince 
them. G. F. 

VIL — To Friends at Swarthmore. 

Friends — ^Love that which judgeth the carnal mind, and crosseth it, 
which maketh an entrance to God, and keepeth you open; and then 
refreshment will come into your souls from the Lord. Dwell in the 
power, and know the power of words in one another; and take heed 
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of deceit. Farewell : and the God of love and power keep you to 
himself! G. F. 

VIII. 

Dear Friends, — ^Those that will live godly in Christ Jesus, must suffer 
persecution. God is righteous, God is pure, holy, and just; God is clean. 
He that is godly and holy, suffereth hy the ungodly, and unrighteous, 
and unclean, and unjust, and filthy. And so the just suffereth by the 
unjust; and he that is born of the flesh, persecutes him that is born of 
the spirit. G. F. 

IX. 

Friends, — That which is set up by the sword, is held up by the sword ; 
and that which is set up by spiritual weapons, is held up by spi- 
ritual weapons, and not by carnal weapons. The peacemaker hath the 
kingdom, and is in it ; and hath the dominion over the peace-breaker, 
to calm him in the power of God. 

And friends, let the waves break over your heads. There is rising 
a new and living way out of the north, which makes the nations like 
waters. Hurt not the vines, nor the oil, nor such as know that ' the 
earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof.' The days of virtue, love, 
and peace, are come and coming, and the Lamb had and hath the kings 
of the earth to war withal, and to fight withal, who will overcome with 
the sword of the spirit, the word of his mouth; for the Lamb shall have 
the victory. 

And are not some like Ephraim, with a miscarrying womb? which 
have not brought fojrth the substance, the birth from above; but have 
brought f(^th children to murder? G. F. 

X.— r7b Friends f to stand still in trouble, and see the strength qfjhe 

Lord. 

Friends, — ^Whatever ye are addicted to, the tempter will come in that 
thing; and when he can trouble you, then he gets advantage over you, 
and then ye are gone. Stand still in that which is pure, after ye see 
yourselves; and then mercy comes in. After thou seest thy thoughts, 
and the temptations, do not think, but submit; and then power comes. 
Stand still in that which shows and discovers; and there doth strength 
immediately come. And stand still in the light, and submit to it, and 
the other will be hushed and gone ; and then content comes> And when 
temptations and troubles appear, sink down in that which is pure, and 
all will he hushed, and fly away. Your strength is to stand still, after 
ye see yourselves ; whatsoever ye see yourselves addicted to, tempta- 
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tioosy corruption, undeaimessy &c. then ye tiunk ye shall never over* 
come» And earthly reason will tell you^ what ye shall lose ; hearken 
not to that, bat stand still m the light that shows them to you,^ and 
then strength conies from the Lord, and help contrary to your expec- 
tation. Then ye grow up in peace, and no trouble shall move you. 
David fretted himself, when he looked out ; but when he was still, no 
trouble could move him. When your thoughts are out, abroad, then 
troubles move you. But come to stay your minds upon that spirit 
which was before the letter; here ye learn to read the scriptures 
aright. If ye do any thing in your own wills, then ye tempt Grod; but 
stand still in that power which brings peace. G. F. 

XL 

Dear hearts, brethren, and babes of Christ, wait to feed on the imr 
mortal food, and walk in the truth, and God Almighty be among youl 
And in it ye will see him; stand all naked, bare, and uncovered before 
the Lord. And take heed of your wills, for that (as Herod) slayeth the 
just, and shipwrecks the faith, and runs you into the flesh. Return 
back, and stay yourselves upon the Lord every particular, to have your 
minds guided by bis spirit ; growing up in that which is precious and 
immortal, there is no feigned love. So, the eternal God keep you in 
his eternal love pure unto himself, and naked, and knit your hearts 
together ! God Almighty bless you, and water you with the showers 
of his mercy, and with the dew of heaven! G. F. 

XIL 

Friends, — ^If ye love the light, and walk in it, ye love Christ, and will 
all walk in unity together. And if ye hate the light, ye hate Christ 
Here is your teacher, who love it ; here is your condemnation, who 
hate the light. And the conscience being seared, there is a returjaing 
to teachers without. For the carnal will have its vain invented form; 
but the spirit's form stands in the power. Prove yourselves where ye 
are. G. F. 

XIIL — To the flock of God about Sedburgh. 

Every one in your measure wait upon God, who is the trtie shepherd, 
and leads his flock into the green pastures, and fresh springs he opens 
daily ; this ye will see and experience. And mind that which is pure 
in one another, which joins you together; for nothing will join, or make 
fit, but what is pure ; nor unite, nor build, but what is pure. There- 
fore every particular, fear God ; for whatsoever ye build of yourselves 
will not stand, but will tumble down again ; although ii be as gold, or 
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silver, or brass, or iron, the strengtb of all these things, which is above 
the pure in you, will come to nothing, and this will not unite with 
the pure. Therefore wait every one in the measure which (Sod hath 
given you ; and none of you be sayers only, but doers of the word. 
And so, walk in the truth, and be ye all servants to it, and it will lead 
you out of the world. The world would have the truth to serve them 
to talk of, to trade withal, and to contend withal; these are the wells with- 
out water, these are the trees without fruit. But they who dwell in the 
spirit of the Lord, (which is pure, which joins together, and unites and 
builds up all in one spirit,) see all these things, and are separated from 
them. So if ye live in the spirit, and walk in it, ye will not fulfil the 
lusts of the flesh, which will lead into uncleanness, and into adultery, 
and into that which despiseth dignity, which defiles the flesh, and goes 
from the pure. Therefore the pure faith is to be contended for; and 
those who were sanctified by God the Father, did contend for it, and 
were preserved by it in Christ Jesus. Therefore wait upon God for the 
living bread, that never fades away ; which he that eats of, lives for 
ever. So God Almighty bless you, and keep you in the measure of his 
gift, faithful to himself! 

Dear hearts ! to that which is pure in you I speak, (which the pre- 
sumptuous mind would veil,) that God alone may be exalted, and all 
flesh shattered down. And all are to take warning, and not one to exalt 
himself above another: but that God alone may be exalted among you 
all, and in you all, who alone is blessed for ever. And ye may see, from 
whence your heavenly food comes alone, and grow up by it ; for God 
hath done great things in these northern parts, and the Lord is doing 
great things to the exaltation of his great' name, and astonishing the 
heathen; notwithstanding the raging of the beast, and the opening of 
his mouth, to the blaspheming of God and his temple. Therefore all 
be valiant in the Lord God ; and so fare ye well ! And the Lord God of 
power keep you. G. F. 

XIV. — A word from the Lwd to Friends. 

All Friends, that are grown up in the life and power of the truth, see 
that when ye appoint your meetings in any open place, in the fields, on 
the moors, or on the mountains, that none appoint meetings in your 
own wills ; for that lets in the wills of the world upon the life of Friends, 
and so ye come to sufier by the world. But at such meetings let the 
wisdom of God guide you, that some may be there to preserve the truth 
from suflering by the world ; that all burdens may be kept off, and taken 
away. So will ye grow pure and strong. And when there are any 
meetings in unbroken places, ye that go to minister to the worlds take 
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not the whde ' meeting of Friends with jou thither, to sufier with and 
by the world's spirit; but let Friends keep together, and wait in their 
own meeting place. So will the life, (in the truth,) be preserved and 
grow. And let three, or four, or six, that are grown up strong, and are 
in the truth, go to such unbroken places, and thresh the heathenish 
nature ; and there is true service for the Lord. And to you all this is 
the counsel of the Lord. The grace of God, the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, be with your spirits 1 Amen. 

G. F. 

XV. — To the Church of God in Lancashire.- 

Friends, — ^Every one in particular, who are of God, and not of the 
world, walkout of the world's vain customs, ordinances, and commands; 
and stand a witness against them alU in the testimony of Jesus^ and 
witness him the substance of all, waiting in the light of Crod, and walk- 
ing in it, then will ye have unity one with another, and the blood of 
Jesus Christ will cleanse you from all sin ; for through it and by it we 
do overcome; which blood of the new covenant is but one. There shall 
ye witness the lamb of God, that takes away the sins of the world. Oh ! 
wait all in that which is pure, to be fed alone of God with the eternal, 
living food ! Go not out among the swine, who feed upon the outside, 
the husk, among the merchants of Babylon, and so forsake the living 
bread ; but as ye have received Christ Jesus, in him walk, that ye may 
all honour the Lord Jesus Christ, and adorn his gospel. And be famous 
in his light, and bold in his strength, which will carry you above the 
world, and above all the deceits of it. Oh ! in love Watch over one an- 
other for good, and for the better, and not for the worse ! And dwell 
in that which id pure of God in you, lest your thoughts get forth ; and 
then evil thoughts get up, and surmising one against another, which 
ariseth out of the veiled mind, which darkens the pure discerning. But 
as ye dwell in that which is of God, it guides you up out of the ele- 
mentary life, and out of the mortal into the immortal, (which is hid 
from all the fleshly ones,) where is peace and joy eternal to all that 
can witness the new birth. Babes in Christ, born again of the. immor- 
tal seed, in it wait, my life is with you in perfect unity ; bow down to 
nothing but the Lord God. Satan would have had Christ to have bowed 
down, but he would not; the same seed now, the same birth born in you 
now, which is the same to-day, yesterday, add for ever. The tempter 
will come to you ; and if ye look forth, and hearken to his words, and 
let them in, then ye bow down under him, and worship him. But I say 
unto you, and charge you in the presence of the Lord, mind the pure 
seed of God in you, and the mighty power of God will cherish you up 
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to the Lord God above all temptations, not to bow down to any tbing ; 
but feeding upon the immortal food, je will feel jonraelves supported, 
lind carried over him by your Father and your God, who is over all, 
blessed for ever! Who is the virtue of all creatures, the \;nddom of all 
things ; all holy praises be unto the holy, glorious^ Lord God for ever ! 

G. R 

XVI. 

To all you, my dear friends, who have tasted of the immediate, work- 
ing power of the Lord, and do find an alteration in your minds^ and do 
see from whence virtue doth come, and strength, that doth renew the 
inward man, and doth refresh you ; which draws you in love to foreake 
the world, and that which hath form and beauty in it to the eye of the 
world ; and hath turned your minds within, who see your hotxses foul, 
and corruptions strong, and the way narrow and straight, which leads 
to life eternal ; to you all I say, wait upon God in that which is pure. 
Though you see little, and know little, and have little, and see your 
emptiness, and see your nakedness, and barrenness, and unfruitfulness. 
and see the hardness of your hearts, and your own unwortibiness; it is 
the light, that discovers all this, and the love of God to you, and it is 
that which is immediate, but the dark understanding cannot compre- 
hend it. So, wait upon God in that which is pure, in your measure, 
and stand still in it every one, to see your saviour, to make you free 
jQrom that which the light doth discover to you to be evil. For the 
voice of the bridegroom is heard in our land ; and Christ is come amongst 
the prisoners, to visit them in the prison houses ; they have all hopes of 
releasement and free pardon, and to come out freely, for the debt is 
paid ; wait for the manifestation of it, and he that comes out of prison 
shall reign» 

Soj meet together all ye that fear the Lord God, and think upon 
his name, his mercies endlire foi* ever ; his mercies are in temptations 
and troubles, his mercies are in afflictions, in reproaches, and in scorns. 
Therefore rejoice, ye simple ones, who love simplicity, and meet and 
wait together to receive strength and wisdom from the Lord God; and 
in departing from sin and evil, ye will be able to speak to the praise 
of the Lord. And meeting and waiting in his power, which ye have 
received, in it all to improve your measure that God hath given you ; 
for ye never improve your measure, so long as ye rely upon any visible 
thing without you; but when ye come alone to wait upon God, ye 
shall every one have a reward according to your deserts, and every 
.one your penny, who are called into the vineyard to labour. There- 
fore be faithful to God, and mind that which is committed to you, as 
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faithfal serVatltfi, tabotirliig in \ove; sotai^:: threshing, and some plough- 
ing, ^nd som^ to keep the sheep. He that can receive this let hiM« 
And all to watch over one another in the spirit of God; So Qod AK: 
m^hty Mess^ guide, and prosper you unto his kingdom, where there is 
tid tribulation. When jour minds run into any thing outwardly, ivith- 
out the power, it covers and veils the pure in you. O. F. 

XVII. 

Dear Friends^— Prize your time, and the love of the Lord to your 
souls above all things ; and mind that light in you, that shows you sin 
and evil. Which checks you, when you speak an evil word, and tells 
jouj that ye should not be proud, nor wanton, nor fashion yourselves 
like unto the world ; for the fashion of this world passeth away. And 
if ye hearken to that, it will keep you in humbleness of mind, and low- 
liness of heart, and turn your minds within, to wait upon the Lord, to 
be guided by it ; and bring you to lay aside all sin and evil, and keep 
you faithful to the Lord ; and bring you to wait on him for teaching, 
till an entrance thereof be made to your souls, and refreshment come 
to them from the presence of the Lord. There is your teacher, the 
light, obeying it; there is your condemnation, disobeying it. If ye 
hearken to the light in you, it will not suffer you to conform to the evil 
ivays, customs, fashions, delights, and vanities of the world ; but lead 
you to purity, to holiness, to uprightness, even up to the Lord. Dear 
hearts, hearken to it, to be guided by it. For if ye love the light, ye 
love Christ; if ye hate that, ye hate Christ. Therefore in the name 
of the Lord Jesus Christ consider of it ; and the Lord open your luider- 
standings to know him. 6. F. 

XVIIL 

All dear Friends every where, who have tasted of the everlasting 
power, and are made partakers of his divine nature, be faithful, and 
dwell in that which is pure. And take heed of the world's evil 
ways, words, worships, customs, and fashions; neither let fair speeches 
draw you out, nor hard speeches trouble you and make you afraid : 
but fear the Lord Ood of heaven and earth, who by his mighty power 
upholds all things. And be bold in the power of truth, and valiant for 
it upon the earth ; treading, triumphing over, and trampling all deceit 
under foot, inward and outward; having done it in yourselves in par- 
ticular, ye have power over the world in general. And meet together 
every where, and keep the unity of the spirit, which is the bond of 
peace ; which circumciseth inwardly, and puts off the body of sin, and 
baptizeth all into one body with one spirit. And being written all r 

Vot. VII. 4 
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one another's hearts, have all one voice) and the pure language of 
truth, where in all plainness of speech, things may be spoken in nakedness 
of heart one unto another, in the eternal unity in the one spirit, which 
draws off and weans you from all things, that are created and externii]* 
(which fade and pass away,) up to God, the fountain of life, and head 
of all things ; to whom be glory, wisdom, riches, and honour, God blessed 
for ever ! Who hath blessed us, and given to us eternal life, and this 
life is in his son ; and he that hath the son, hath the Father also. And 
that which the world doth profess and make a trade withal, the saints 
do enjoy and possess ; which the world doth not know, but in the letter. 
And all Friends and brethren, in what ye know, be faithful, rejoic- 
ing and praising the Lord with all thankfulness, that the wise God 
should call you, and elect you. Oh ! dwell in love in your hearts to 
God, and one to another ! And the God of love and life keep you all 
in his power, and love, and spirit to himself, that ye may all be kept 
pure, and stand pure and clean before him. The work and harvest of 
the Lord is great My prayers to God are for you, that ye may be 
faithful, and be kept faithful in the work. G. F. 

XIX. 

Dear and tender Friends, — My love is to you all in the truth of God ; 
and my prayers and soul's desire are to God, that ye may be kept in the 
simplicity of the truth in Christ Jesus, growing up in the power of 
his resurrection, and be made conformable to his death, and have 
fellowship with him in his sufferings ; and that all your hearts may be 
knit together in love, and in one spirit to God, and be kept out of all 
the world's evil customs, fashions, words, works, manners, ordinances, 
and commandments, which will all perish, which the world holdeth up 
in the carnal mind, and the carnal man doth act them. For whatsoever 
is seen with a carnal eye, is carnal. See, if ye do find something in 
your understandings made manifest, which is eternal, to guide your 
minds out of all external things, which wither away, and fade. For 
the cross is to the carnal mind ; your carnal minds going into the carnal 
and earthly things, or your eyes and lusts into the earth, where light* 
ness, rashness, crossness, bitterness, and presumption are, then the tongue 
will run at random, and is at liberty; and he that hath not power over 
his own tongue, his religion is vain, and the light mind ruteth. But 
the light within, which doth convince thee, will show thee, when the 
mind goeth forth ; and show thee the daily cross, which is to crucify 
that carnal mind ; for the carnal mind minds carnal things ; and the 
cross is to the will of man, for it shall never enter. 

Therefore give not way to your wills, nor busy yourselves nor 
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minds with needless and. careless words, or such things, for they will 
veil you, and draw your minds from God. But keep within. And when 
they shall say, * lo here,' or * lo there is Christ,' go not forth ; for Christ 
is within you. And they are seducers and antichrists, which draw 
your minds out from the teaching within you. For the measure is 
within, and the light of God is within, and the pearl is within you, 
which IS hid ; and the word of God is within you, and ye are the tem- 
ples of God ; and God hath said, he will dwell in you, and walk in you. 
And then what need ye go to the idols' temples without you? The true 
church (the saints) is in Grod; hut the imitation of the church is in 
the world, without God. The seducers are in the world; antichrists 
and deceivers are in the world, and false prophets are in the world ; 
and covetousness is in the world ; and all hypocrisy, and all heresy, 
and dissimulation, and all pride, and looking for honour is in the wcnrld; 
and he that seeketh for it, is of the devil. And all idle, foolish jesting, 
and all light, vain talking, which are not seemly nor convenient, are iii 
the world. 

Therefore lay aside all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and 
fear God, and give glory to him, and worship not the beast ; for the 
beast and the false prophet must be cast into the lake of fire. The 
true figures and types were outward, and visible to the outward eye 
and mind; but the carnal mind is to be taken away, and destroyed. 
For the figures did type forth the substance; when the substance was 
come, the figures were taken away, and types were ended. And the 
(false) imitations of Christ and of God are in the world ; and the vain 
worships of the world are the worships of the beast, and are not of 
God. For * God is a spirit ; and he that worships him, must worship 
ham in spirit and truth.' The beastly nature in man and woman 
holdeth up the beast, and his customs and worships ; and the plagues of 
God are to be poured upon the beast, and all them that worship the 
b^st and false prophet. And they that abide in the truth, worship 
not the beast inwardly, nor outwardly, but deny all the beast's wor- 
ships and false prophets', and worship God in spirit and truth. And 
they which do not abide in the truth, bold up the beast's worship, and 
the false prophets'; and they that do so, shall have their portion 
together. Plagues will be poured upon such. 

And ye that know God, dwell in the truth, and tread upon the deceit; 
for God will be glorified alone. To whom be glory and honour for ever ! 
Amen. G. F. 

XX. 

To all my dear brethren, whom the God of power hatl 
with his eternal light, and discovered unto you his way oi 
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brought you out of th^ dark witys, wherein je have wftlkisd; which 
dafk ways ^U the world walk in. But where the pure Ught of Grod 
i» wit]ie89ed» it guides to himself. The light is hut oDCf which le^di 
out of darkness aind the dark worldi into the world which is without 
end. Therefore all Friends and brethren in the eternal truth of God^ 
walk ui it up to God, and be not sayers only, nor baekaUderss for the 
backslider is a «^yer» and not a doer, and there ariseth amhitioii, pjride 
and presumption out of that nature. But dwell in the pure ligbtf 
which God hath made manifest to you in your understanding, and turn 
your minds to him, and walk as children of the light, and of the day> 
and be not drunken in any thing, nor run to extremes in any thing; 
but be moderate and patient. Wait for the presence of the great 
God, and our Lord and saviour Jesus Christ ; and be not so childish aa 
to be tossed with men's words without life. And run not out after 
pther^^ liberties, which they have got in their notions ; for thou that 
dost 80, wilt no^ abide in the truth i and so thou mayst come to be 
shaken, and shake others, who look at words. But wait every one in 
particular, (in the nrieasure that God hath given you,) upon God, in 
the fear of God, then your hearts will be kept clean; and this is the 
sure way. And wait all to have the son made manifest in you, and 
the son akine to set you. free in yourselves, in particular; and all thai 
are made free by the son, are one. But the first nature, that would 
have liberty, must go into captivity; which they that live in their 
carnal reasoning, seek freedom for. But here is man deceived in his 
first birth. 

But ye all, in whom the immortal seed is brought to light, who are 
raised up to sit in heavenly places with Christ Jesius, and are become 
children of the day, walk as children of the day, and as children of the 
light, and * let your light so shine before men, that they may glorify 
your Father, which is in heaven.' AU loving the light, ye love the one 
thing, which gathers your hearts together to the fountain of light a^d 
life; and walking in it, ye have unity one with another, and the 
^ bk>od pi Jesus Clnrist cleanseth you trom all sin.* The knowledge of 
the letter, which you formerly got into youF notions and c<»aprehen* 
sioDs, the dark mind gave dark meanings to it, and so kept you in the 
l^i^oad way ; but now wait all te^ have the same spirit manifested in 
your understandings, which was m them who gave forth the scrip* 
tures, who were come out of the broad way, holy men of God, w4io 
had escaped the pollutions of the world. Aiid if every particular of 
you know not a principle within, which is of God, to guide yoii to wait 
upon God, ye are still in your own knowledge, which is brutish and 
sensual. But waiting all upon God in that which is of God» ye are kept 
open to receive the teachings of Grod. And the pure wisdom a.nd 



kD&w)^4g9 is that, whkh coqiea froni above, vrbkh ib to luy>w God» 
aod Je^us Christ, fto w«iji wbicb is hiddea fvom the world ; md to walk 
^i)t of yow ewn W£^;s, aad <mt of your ow» thwgbti* And dw^elllog 
Ip t}u^t wbich is puf e, up to Godi it ccAiuaRmds your owfi rei^u tok«ep 
pteuti aB4 to ci^st your owa tb^tu^ts out : aud dwdliug iu that which 
^ pure, it dis^veroth aU thi& So dvrielUDg ia the q[»irit,it lieepeth al) 
your hearts to God. To vrhom be all praise, honour, aud glory hit 

^Vdis /^|e vPc^« »f| i^itUM^iw^ 

XXL— ?b Friends at Kefidal. 

To that of God in you I speak, that ye may watch over the weak, 
and see how the plants of the Lord grow. And walk in the joy and 
love of the truth, serving God with joyfulness of heart ; and to you this 
is the word of the Lord. And keep all that is bad, down and out with 
the light, which condemns all ungodliness ; so keep all that out, which 
is for condemnation ; that ye luay be preserved clean and pure, that 
out of condemnation ye may be kept, and walk in the living light. So 
God Almighty be with you all! And I charge you to read this among 
the brethren, and these words mind with the light, that no looseness be 
amongst you ; but own and he obediept to the commands of the Lor4 
that ye may stand out of, and s^bove all the c(»trary conunands of man. 
And so farewell. G, F. 

XXIL 

O Friends ! keep close to the light in you, and do not look forth at 
words that proceed from a vain and light mind ; but at the power of 
words. For the words of God, that proceed from him, are powerful and 
mighty in bperation, to the throwing down of all the strong holds of the 
man of tin. The Lord is coming in power, to gather his chosen ones 
to himself, and to judge and condemn the wicked one for evermore. He 
will plague the beast, and burn the whore, and plague and torment the 
disobedient, and rebellious, and backsliders very sore. Therefore, ye 
that know the voice of the Lord, hearken to it, and see how ye stand 
in his fear, and how ye are brought into the obedience of the truth. 
Aud tako bf^d of looki^ forth at maj;i ; hut keep dofto to th^ light in 
ypu, apd see that you^ ipiuds be k^pt dose to that, and guided by i}k9^; 
and being guided by that, it wiU keep you clear and pure to receive the 
teaching of the Lord, Hav^ ^t in youJ^selves, and let your words be 
few and )ie9soi]^od« th^t tbpy m^J be savoury. And watch ovep o»e 
another ip love, and walk in wisdom, and sobriety, and grayity» and 
sincerity, in pi^ity^ ^nd cleannei^ And keep free frwi deceit, and have 
no fellowship with the unfruitful words of darkness, but rather reprove 
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fliem. And be faithful to the Lord ; walk so that the world may be con- 
founded and ashamed, when they speak evil of you, as evil doers ; walk- 
ing in humbleness, lowliness, and upr^htness before them, it will take 
away all just occasion of speaking evil against the truth. And be bold 
and valiant for the truth, and press forward, towards the mark of the 
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus, and let no man take 
yourcrown. 

Dear Friends, watch over one another in love, and stir up that which 
is pure in one another, and exhort one another daily. And the Lord 
keep yt>u all in hid fear, and in his obedience now and evermore ! 

G. F. 

{ 

XXIIL 

_ I 

Friends, — ^Fear not the powers of darkness, but keep your meetings, 
and meet in that which keeps you over them ; and in the power of 
God ye will have unity. 

And dwell in love and unity one with another, and know one another 
in the power of an endless life, which doth not change. And know the 
second Adam, the Lord from heaven, which is above the first Adam, 
the earthly, where all strife and transgression is. And all Friends every 
where, be faithful in the life and power of God, and keep your meet- 
ings (above all the world) in that which changes not, that nothing but 
Christ may reign among you, the power of God, and wisdom of God, 
the sanctification and redemption ; that the just overall may reign, and 
the seed of God may have the dominion in you all; that with that ye 
may all be ordered to the glory of God, and kept in the bond of peace, 
and reign in the love of God, (which is out of the iniquity, and rejoiceth 
not in it,) which thinks no evil. And have this love shed abroad in all 
your hearts, and feel it abiding in you; which love of God edifies the 
body. And know the word of God abiding in you, which was in the 
beginning, and brings to the beginning ; which word being ingrafted, it 
saves the soul, and hammers down, and throws down, and burns up that 
which wars against it G. F. 

XXIV. 

To all Friends every where, dwell in the truth, and walk in the love 
of the truth, in patience, and every one in your measure keep your 
habitations, and learn that good lesson of Jesus Christ, to be low and 
meek in heart, giving no occasion to the adversary by evil doing. But 
walk all honestly and uprightly; for the upright and meek in heart know 
God, and God delights in the upright and righteous. And walking in 
iiprighteousness, ye will be bold as lions, resisting the wicked with your 
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spiritual weapons, not by blo6dy hands^.as the wicked are tearing and 
rending the just that dwell in the truth. For the lions want, and hun- 
ger, and rage; but ye that fear the Lord, shall want no- good thing; 
and they that wait upon the Lord, he will give tiiem their hearts desire. 
I witness the words of the Lord to be true, praised be his name ! Obi 
Friends, dwell in the fear of the Lord, and take heed of presumption, 
that your minds run not out into vanity and lightness, that the world 
may not take occasion,. and the truth suifier. fiut every one keep your 
habitation where God hath called you ; and take heed of deceit,, and 
form nothing in your own wills or minds, but grow up in the inner man, 
(putting ofifthe old man with his deeds,) as trees of righteousness, which 
the Lord bath planted, growing in wisdom and understanding to do the 
will of God, and not your own wills. He that doth the. will of God, 
abideth in that which endureth for ever, and seeth all flesh to be as 
grass, and the glory of the world to pass away. Wo unto you proud 
men, who compass the earth, to set your nests on high ! all your gods 
of gold and silver must perish, and that nund that holds them up must 
perish. But all Friends, mind that which is eternal, which gathers your 
hearts tc^ether.up to the Lord, and lets y^>' see that ye are written 
in one another's hearts ; meet together every where, growing up in the 
spirit to the Lord, the fountain of life^ the head of all things, God blessed 
for ever I Let not hard words trouble you, nor fair speeches win you; 
but dwell in the power of truth, in the mighty God,vand have salt in 
yourselves to savour all words, and to stand against all the wiles of 
the devil, in the mighty power of God. 

For God hath raised up his own ^ed in his saints, which seed, Christ, 
is but one in all, and spreads over all, and throughout all ; ahd we now 
arie through him come to have dominion and power over the evil one, 
and to tread upon that which ^ath been too strong for us, the enemy 
of our peace, and the enemy of our unity with God and one with an- 
other. So in that, which is raised up in us, which trampleth upon the 
earthly, dark power, have we unity with God, and fellowship with his 
son, and unity one with another ; so are known to one another in that, 
which none, who are of the world, knoweth. So our life is hid, and 
our happiness, joy, and delight hid from all, who are ruled and govern- 
ed by the prince of the air, from under whose dominion and government 
we are redeemed by the only redeemer Christ Jesus, not with corrupti- 
ble things, neither is our redemption of man, nor by man, nor accord- 
ing to the will of man, but contrary to man's will. And so, our unity 
and fellowship with vain man are lost, and all his evil ways are now 
turned into enmity ; and all his profession is now found to be deceit, and 
in all his fairest pretences lodgeth cruelty; and the bottom and ground 
of all his knowledge of God and Christ is found sandy, and cannot en- 
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dure Ae tenip«st For bisiiig brought off fr(»^ tliat famkbtiob^ and 
having suffered the kM of all, which geenied beautifal upoa the saad^ 
(which was there builds according to that wisdom which was net 
eternal, but was eaartUy, upon which the curse of God was, and jet 
doth remain,, where it is standing,) we declare agauist that bottom 
and foundation, by the pf6wer of Crod, in that light ct Christ, wbieh dis* 
covers all hke foundations, and makes manifest all sandy bottoms, 
which man hath builded upon^ .For where the only true seed takes 
JTooty there all man's plants and plantations are plucked up; for ther^ 
the earth, in which the earthly plants grow, is broken up, ploughed 
up, and ripped up, and all things made manifest, which have lain hid 
hi it For in the earth dwell all the noisome creatures, and the evH 
beasts, which are hurtful to the creation : for in the earth the devil 
dwells and walks ; but the earth being ploughed up, he is made mani- 
fest, and the seat of his dwelling is broken up. That mind, which doth 
speak of God, but lives not, dwells not» nor abides in the fear of CK>d, 
that mind must suffer, and pa^ under the judgment of God, for the 
curse of Grod is up(Hi that mind: for that mind is earthly, and of the 
earth, upon which the cit^e of God is. And that mind may talk of 
God, and speak of God, but not in union with God, nor from enjoyment 
of God in the spirit, nor from having purchased the knowledge of him 
through death and sufferings; but from hear*say of him, and from cus- 
tom and tradition. But the true fear of God doth destroy tliat mind, 
which speaks of him, but doth not live in his fear : and that mind is 
raised up, which doth abide in his fear ; and this is acceptable sacrifice, 
>^hicb is pure, clean, holy, and without spot Then that which knows 
Grod, speaks of him, which hath purchased the true knowledge of him 
through suffering ; and to such there is no condemnation^ but joy atid 
peace. And this mind sings true praises to God, the other in hypocrisy; 
and therefore the wo is unto it And this mind is stayed upon God, the 
other is gaddmg after the creatures, committing fornication with othet* 
lovers ; and speaks of God, but is not subject to God, and must pass 
dirough condemnation. G. F. 

XXV.— 7b Friends in the Truth. 

Friends, the love <tf God is to you, the springs are opening, atid the 
plants are refreshing with the living waters. Now friends, walk in the 
truth, as ye have received it; and wait in that which keeps you in the 
yea and nay, in the pure communication, in the good manners. In the 
pure ccAversation over all the worid ye will reign, whose conversation 
is in heaven; and here the world ye will judge, walking in the life. 
And ye which turn from the light, which Jesus Christ hath enlightened 
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you withal, here are the corrupt manuersythe evil communication^ the 
fiJthy conversation, which with the light are all to be condemned. Ye 
which turn from the light, are in Esau's nature, and choosing the earthy 
there is profaneness : therefore take heed to the light, and wait to re- 
ceive power from God, to stand against that which the light discovers 
to be evil. And ye who are turned from the light, which Jesus Christ 
hath enlightened you withal, and do turn to the hireling priests who 
are changeable, from the priest who never changes, ye walk in Juda»' 
steps, and wo will be your end ; ye had better never have been born, 
ye are betrayers of the just. Ye that turn from the light, ye turn from 
Christ, as Judas did ; and ye that walk in the light, ye walk after Christy 
and he is your way ; but ye that turn from it to the hireling priests, 
Judas is your way, which is destruction. And ye that turn from the 
light, turn from the command of God ; Cain is your way. And ye that 
turn from the spirit, Balaam is your way. And ye that get up into pre- 
sumption, Core is your way, which leads into self-separation. And this 
fruit will wither, which is natural knowledge, which is seen with the 
light, and is to be condemned with the light, which never withers, which 
is the condemnation of the world; which all the children of the light 
walk in. Walking in which light, it will bring you to receive Christ, 
from whence it comes. Here is the way to salvation ; and as many as 
receive him, to them he gives power to become the sons of God. And the 
son of God is but one in all, male and female; and the light of God is 
but one. So all walk in it, to receive the son ; in which light is the unity, 
which brings to fellowship with the Father and the son. And the one- 
ness is in the light, as the Father and the son are one, and brings you to 
where he is, put of the world, from the world, and not to be of the 
world. Therefore walk in the light, which is all the world's condemna- 
tion, ev^n them of the highest religion, who act contrary to the light. 
And to you this is given forth from the word of the living God. And 
thou that lovest thy soul, love the light, to wait for Christ, the saviour 
of thy soul: and ye that hear the word, wait in the light, which comes 
from the word, which leads up to the word which was in the begin- 
ning, which breaks the world to pieces that lies in wickedness, and 
bums it as with a fire ; and divides asunder the precious from the vile. 
This is thoiword, which makes all clean, which is received into the 
heart; and this is the word of faith which we preach : and the world 
prea.ches the words without, being out of the life, and in the brutish 
knowledge, which is condemned, of God, and by all who are of God, 
that have (and are in) the life of the holy scriptures. Therefore I 
chaise you all in the presence of the living God, to wait in the light 
whieh comes from Christ, that with it ye may receive the life; that 
with the light and life, which are one, ve may come to have the scrip- 
VOL. VII. 5 ' 
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tures opened to you, which were given forth from the light* And so 
all the world, who have not the light guiding their understandings, nor 
the life, but are strangers to it, there are the sects, there are the many 
opinions, there is the heresy^ which makes a profession of the letter 
declared from the light, but are out of the life ; with the light all this 
is condemned : and the children of light are in unity, in that which gave 
forth the holy scriptures. And so to you all this testimony is from the 
word of God. 

This is to be read among all Friends every where ; for this was I moved 
to send among you. G. F. 

XXYh-r-Concerning Marriages. 

Friends, — All they who act contrary to the light which comes 
from Christ Jesus, and hate it, whose deeds are evil, and live in strife 
about words, and their minds are in earthly things, defrauding and 
wronging pne another, they know when they do so, with the light which 
comes from Christ Jesus. So this light, which lete them see and know, 
when they act contrary to it, with this light are they condemned. And 
all that do act contrary to the light, and do join together in marriage 
contrary to the light, and are joined with that which is contrary to the 
light, this is their condemnation, the light, which leads to God. But 
who are joined together with the light, are joined together in God ; and 
let no man put them asunder. Here is the true joining; and there will 
be. a clear testimony unto them, that God did move and command, and 
join them with his light, among all the children of light ; and this mar- 
riage is honourable, and the bed not defiled. And whom God doth move, 
and command, and join together, it was and is by his power. 

G. F. 

XXVII. 

To all my dear Friends and brelhren every where. He that hath 
the son of God, hath life ; all that have not the son of God, have not life. 
The eon of God is he which makes free from all sin, and is come to de- 
stroy the works of the devil, and to make us conformable to his image, 
and the image of the devil to deface and destroy, and the image of God 
to renew us up in; and so to bring us to walk in righteousness. Praises 
be unto the glorious God for ever, who has sent his son int© the world, 
to take away the sins of the world. The lamb of God, the son of God, 
is but one in all his males and females, sons and daughters, and they all 
are one in Christ and Christ one in them all. And all Friends, walk 
worthy of your calling in all holiness, for holiness becomes the saints ; 
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without holiness no man shall see the Lord. And every one improve 
your talents, labouring in the vineyard, dressing the Lord's vineyard, 
that ye may be found the faithful servants, who are as good servants, and 
walking all in love to God, and one to another. And know one another in 
the spirit which is immortal; for all other knowledge in the flesh veils the 
pure, and hinders your discerning. There will arise tares out of that 
ground, whence that love springs. Therefore dwell all in the pure spirit of 
God, and walking therein, it will teach you every one in particular, to 
know God the Father of spirits, and all to stand naked and bare, and un- 
covered before the living Lord God. For wo is to every one, that is cover- 
ed, but not with the spirit of the Lord ; and who are covered, and not with 
his spirit, will not stand in his counsel. But all ye who are uncovered, 
walking in the spirit of the Lord God, it will keep you all in his coun- 
sel to stand uncovered before the Lord, bare and naked, to receive in- 
struction and counsel from him. So God Almighty be with you all ! 
The dew of heaven is falling upon you to water the tender plants ; and 
theblessing of God be amongst you, which showers down amongst ^ou! 
The heavenly joy fill 'your hearts, and comfort you in the inward man 
in all tribulations. The glorious light is shining, the immortal is bring- 
ing forth out of death, the prisoners have hope of their pardon, the 
debt being paid, and they freely purchased by Christ's blood, and he 
into the prison houses is come, that the prisoners begin to sing in hope 
of their eternal freedom, for joy of heart leaping, and the dumb tongue 
shall sing praisesi And the arrows of the Almighty are shooting against 
the wicked. Therefore be bold find valiant for the truth, triumph over 
all the deceivers, and trample upon their deceits. 

G. F. 

XXVIII. 

To all you, that are enlightened with the light that comes from Jesus, 
to it take heed, which leads into the right course of nature, which who 
act contrary to it, go out of the right course of nature into drunkenness, 
rashness, lying, blaspheming, deceit, and uncleanness. All this is out of 
•the right course of nature, and leads out of the right course of nature^ 
and destroys it, and is to be condemned with that which leads to the 
glory of the first body, and leads nature into itt right course and right 
being, which man was in before he fell. G. F. ^ 

XXlK.-^Concerning Tithes. 

Friends,— The counsel of the living God to you all is, that ye may 
come to discern the ministers of God and Christ from the ministers of 
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the world, that have gotten the scriptures for their cloak, and with them 
make a colour to deceive, and tell you, ' that they are the ministers of 
Jesus Christ, and Christ hath sent them ;' who sue you at the law, and 
hale you before magistrates for tithes and maintenance, when they do 
you no work, nor Tiave ye hired them. Yet they come and tell you, 
* the workman is worthy of his meat, and the labourer is worthy of his 
hire.' Here the custom of sin hath taken away the sense ; they are so 
accustomed to it. But praised be the Lord God, who hath given us his 
light, and with it all such are seen, comprehended, and judged; and to 
such we cannot give tithes, nor hire, who do us no work, whom we 
have not hired; for it is contrary to scripture and Christ's doctrine, and 
to that of Grod in our consciences. It is not for the saving of the earth 
)(for it is the Lord's, and the fulness of it) that we do not pay the 
priests' tithes; for if we should, we should uphold the first priesthood, 
and its office, who had their storehouses, to put the tithes into that 
were given them ; and then all the widows, fatherless, and strangers 
caoie, and were to be filled in the priest's gate, and the priests were 
to minister it out of the storehouse ; as ye ms^ read in Malachi and 
the book of Moses, who received a law from God, and gave it forth to 
the priests to receive tithes. So with the light, which Christ Jesus hath 
given us, with it we come to witness him, the unchangeable priest, and 
see the change of the first priesthood, and the change of the law also, 
by which the priest received the tithes ; as ye may read Heb. vii. So 
« we do witness the new testament, and the new covenant, and the ever- 
lasting priest, (praised be God !) and do confess Christ Jesus come in the 
flesh. And all ye that would have us to give priests' tithes, and would 
compel us so to do, ye are they that do oppose Christ's doctrine and . 
commands to his disciples, *Preely ye have received, freely give;' and 
do not own the unchangeable priest's being come to teach his people : 
ye are against the unchangeable priest's office ; ye are against the new 
covenant, and new testament.' And so we canoot uphold tithes, and 
such as take tithes, who act against Christ Jesus' commands, and 
deny him to be come in the flesh, in life, doctrine, and power. So, we 
that sufier our goods to be spoiled joyfully, it is for Christ's sake, the 
unchangeable priest^ and for the new covenant's sake, and the new 
testament's sake* As the Hebrew:s did, who sufiered their goods to be 
spoiled joyfully, and vmre a gazing-stock ; and so we sufler now by the 
changeable priesthood, which takes tithes, as the people of God did 
then. But if we hire any man, and set him at work, we will give him 
his wages and his meat ; but such dissemblers, as say, the scripture is 
their rule for it, and we neither hired nor set them at work, all such 
deceivers are denied, who take the scripture words, and make a cloak 
of them for their covetous practices. Nevertheless, if any minister of 
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Jesus Christy or sod, or daughter., or servant, which Jesus Christ sends 
forth, (who said, 'Freely ye have received, freely give,') comes to our 
housed, and ministers unto us spiritual things, we will set before him 
our carnal things ;tLnd he that soweth unto us spiritual things, it is the 
least, that we minister unto him of our carnal things. But he that 
sueth us at the law for means, and calleth me before courts. and ses- 
sions, and telleth me, he is a minister of Christ, and Christ sent .him, all 
such evil beasts (as the apostle speaks of) we deny, who mind earthly 
things, whose god is their belly, who serve not the Lord Jesus Christ, 
but their own bellies. But if any one come into our bouses, (as afore- 
said,) to preach the gospel to us, we shall set before tbem, and they 
shall eat freely, as Christ saitb, ' Whatsoever they set before you, that , 
eat' Bnt to give tithes to siK^h as do not preach to us spiritual things, 
but deny Oiriet come in titie flesh, and hold up things in the figure, all 
such we deny; and for the truth's sake do we suffer by such. And ye 
that have bought tithes to get gain thereby, to you we cannot pay 
tithes ; ye are as bad as the priests to hold up such things, as were 
acted in the figure, and deny Christ come in the flesh» And though ye 
may say, give Caesar his due, for a cloak,, that cloak we deny. Never- 
theless^ if we be pvring any thing to Caesar, or to any ruler, or magi^ 
trate, or minister, he shall have his due. So, Caesar shall have his due 
in his place ; and the figure we own in its place, and Christ in his place. 

G. F. 

XXX. — To a suffering Friend. 

Dear John, the everlasting arm of the Lord hold thee up, and break 

all thy bonds asunder, and set thee upon the rock on thy feet, in which 

thou mayst know his presence, and his everlasting, supreme power. 

And so the God of life be with thee ! And pray for thy enemies, for 

the Lord to open them and their hearts, and see themselves and thee. 

G. F. 
XXXI. 

Dear Friends, — Mind the steadfast guide to the Lord, where, we do 
all meet in the eternal spirit, in oneness, all being baptized by it into 
one body, having one food, the eternal bread of life, which the immor- 
tal feed upon, and all made to drink into one spirit, which is the cup of 
the communion of the blood of our Lord Jesus Christy which makes 
perfect, and redeems from all that is vain, fleshly, and earthly, up to 
God, who is holy, pure, spiritual, and eternal. And let not any of you . 
in your desires wander from that which is pure in you ; then your con- 
ditions will be kept clear and pure to see all things as they are, and a 
clear separation will be made from that which is of man, and of your 
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own, and that which is of God; and there wiii be a growing up in that 
which is pure. And so, be low in youi* minds, waiting for the coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ in you all, who is Lord over all, to be Lord 
over all in you. And so the Lord God of power keep you all ! Farewell. 

, G. F» . 

XXXIL — To Friends, that their minds go not out from the spirit 

of God. 

Friends, — ^When your minds go forth from the pure spirit of God, 
and are drawn out from it, there the image of (rod comes to be lost, in 
those whose minds go out from the pure, to lust after that which is 
in the fall» which may appear like truth in the notion $ in that nature, 
out of the truths lodgeth the enchanter and sorcerer. To speak of 
truth, when ye* are moved, it is a cross to the will; if ye live in the 
truth which ye speak, ye live in the cross to your own vnlls. For 
that which joins with the earthly wUl, goes out from God, and that 
which is pure ; and so makes a place for the enchanter and sorcerer, 
and the airy spirit, to lodge in ; whereby a grave is made for the just, 
and the partition wall between Ggd and man standing. Death comes 
to reign, and the grave hath the vicfory over such ; and in the airy 
spirit lodgeth the enchanter, which the Lord will rebuke. Dwell in 
the pure and immortal, and wait upon the living God, to have your 
hope renewed, and to be renewed again into the image of God, and the 
image of the devil defaced, and the prince of the air cast out ; • ibr he 
lodgeth in the mind that doth despair, and in that mind that doth pre- 
sume. 

So, dwell in the light, and wait upon God to have the image of God 
renewed ; and all come to witness yourselves to be restored by Christ 
Jesus into the image of God, and to be made by him like to God, pure, 
holy, perfect, and righteous. This was witnessed, this is witnessed, and 
this will be witnessed measurably with thousands, who are growing up 
out of the fall, and coming up out of the grave. Let not the lust go 
out to any thing which is mortal, to be servant thereto ; but mind the 
joining to the life. Here ye are kept in the image of God. Not but 
that ye may use the creatures^ lawfully, but being kept in the image of 
God, ye are kept as kings over all the creatures, and over the creation ; 
here ye will see all things, and by whom they stand. To the pure all 
things are pure, being in the image of God above all the creatures 
below, not worshipping the host of heaven, nor being in bondage to the 
creatures, nor minding any thing in comparison of that which is immor- 
tal, which joins you unto the Lord ; and all that speak here, in that 
which is immortal, are joining unto the Lord: But that nature keep 
out, and that judge, which is mortal, which will join to the harlot, the 
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fleshy ; from all that there is to be a separation. And here (as ye are 
brought by the power of God) the gate is seen that stands open ; which 
gate is shut from all^mortal eyes. And all the wonderers are here seen, 
who inquire after new things and novelties; but the ^ wise^man satisfies 
not the fool.' For that part is above the pure, if it be not kept in the 
cross; which, not being wrought out, will join to the flesh, and so be- 
come one with the harlot And such join together to put Christ to 
death afresh. 

So, therefore, dwell in that which is pure and eternal, which guides 
the mind to God ; here is perfect peace to those whose minds are stayed 
upon the Lord: which, if the mind goeth from, there the peace is lost; 
and there getteth in the light, airy spirit in that nature. And if the 
mind go back, to fetch up things again, and speak them forth, there 
will lodge the airy spirit too, though there may be true experiences; 
and if the life speak them forth, by which^they were opened, it keeps 
down the airy spirit. 

Therefore n^ind the substance, that keeps you in your present con- 
ditions, and that which doth disobey or rebel against the word o( the 
Lord, in that nature lodgeth the airy spirit; and that which hearkens 
to things that are spoken out of the life, without, that lets in the devil. 
And so, ye come to be possessed with evil thoughts, and doubts, and 
carnal reasonings, and bondage, and troubles; these things in you will 
rest, until the life be risen again within, to cast all that forth, which 
the earthly ear and mind hath let in. Now, if ye hearken diligently, 
ye will learn your safeguard, and judge forth that which is not pure, 
which defiles; that the just may have the dominion. And here ye will . 
see, what stains, and what defiles, and the pure eye and ear will be 
opened to hear God ; and the wizzard, aiid the enchanter, and the sor- 
cerer, and the soothsayer, all that will be kept out and judged. For 
none of that must live in Israel, where there is to be no tran^ression. 
For where they live, truth doth not; and where truth doth live, that 
doth not, but is all judged out G. F. 

XXXIIL — To Friendsy/or all to wait and walk in the truth. 

All Friends and brethren every where, in the life and power of the 
Xiord wait, and from it none walk ; but that to the light of Christ in 
every one ye may be made manifest, that the fear and dread of the 
Lord may be in all your hearts, that nothing may reign but life itself. 
And so, all your meetings in every place keep, waiting in the light, 
which from Christ doth come, the saviour of your souls ; that his pre- 
sence in the n^idst ye may all feel, who are gathered together in his 
name and power in his light, (which is his name,) and from the world's 
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gatherings are turned. And if any be moved (who are turned to the 
light) with the power wHich 'Comes from him, to any service for the 
Lord, to it be obedient ; sind ye will see Christ with you to the end of 
the world. But if any go, before they are moved, and so from the light 
walk, he is a stumbling block, and is to be judged and condemned by the 
light; and is out of the wisdom, and out of the fear, and soweth to the 
flesh, and reaps corruption, and by the light is condemned.. For that 
answereth not the light in every man's conscience, neither doth it reach 
to the life, the spirit in prison ; but it manifesteth weakness, and fool- 
ishness, and nakedness, which is from the light, and contrary to it. And 
such are stumbling blocks, and do not answer the witness of God in the 
conscience. 

Therefore wait all in the light, for to receive the power from him 
who is not of the world, that ye may be preserved from nakedness and 
weakness. For that which goes from the light, and is not guided with 
it, runs into the lust ; and there is the slothful, which is to be judged, 
and that that will offend, to which the wo is ; for it answereth not that 
of God in the conscience : neither is it honourable, nor of good report ; 
for that which is honourable, and of good report, answereth that which 
is of God, and answereth the light of Christ in every man in the world 
with wisdom, which from the light doth come, even from him by whom 
the world was made. 

Therefore all Friends,, this is a charge to you all, and a command to 
you all in the presence of the tiving God : * In the light, life, and power, 
and wisdom of God walk,' that to that of God in every one ye may be 
manifested in the sight of God, and it may be your witness, that ye are 
of God, in every man's conscience, which witnesseth against the world, 
and for him who is not of the world. And wait all in the light for the 
wisdom by which all things were made, with it to use all the Lord's 
creatures to his glory, (and none to stumble one another about the 
creatures, for that is not from the light,) for which end they were 
created, and with the wisdom by which they were made, ye may be 
kept out of the misuse of them, in the image of God, that ye may come 
to see, that the * eitrth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof,' and the 
earth may come to yield her increase, and to enjoy her sabbaths; and 
all such that walk contrary to the light, may, be turned to the light, 
that with the light they may see and condemn that which is contrary 
to it. So that in the .wisdom of God ye may all be kept, and in the fear 
of the Lord and his righteousness established; which is far from oppres- 
sion, where all bonds of iniquity are broken, and the prince of darkness 
judged out, and the Prince of peace reigns, under whose dominion keep 
and walk. And all that cause strife, are to be condemned and shutout, 
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which have their eye without, and are condemned by the light, the god 
of the world having blinded the eye of the unbeliever. 

Therefore, ye believers in the light, wait in the wisdom, that with it 
and in it ye may be ordered to the glory of God, that among you 
nothing may reign, but light, and Hfe, and wisdom, and power, the 
dread and fear of the Lord be among you, and truth and righteousness 
reign; which will answer the light of Christ in every man. And all 
that is contrary, let it be condemned with the light which comes from 
him by which the world was made, who was before the world was, 
who * lighteth every man, that cometh into the world.' Though they 
believe not in it, yet ye may answer the light in every man, though it 
be their condemnation. 

So being kept in the light, which cometh from him by whom the 
world was made, who was before it wa& made, ye come to receive the 
wisdom by which all things were made, and with it to order and use 
them to the glory of God. For that which is not from the light, nor 
from the wisdom, is the offender, which is to be condenmed with the 
light which comes from the life ; and to it in you all take heed, that 
your hearts may be joined together to God, and all that is contrary 
condemned. And so, the Lord God Almighty preserve and keep you aU 
in wisdom ! 

P. S. — Friends, a warning from the Lord to you all, in wisdom to 
walk, that ye may adorn every one, what ye profess, that the measure 
of God's spirit in every one ye may answer. And know the Lord to 
guide your understandings, and let his wisdom be justified by you all, 
and ye in the measure of the spirit of God in unity kept; that ye may 
see righteousness spring and flourish among you, and no deceit stand, 
nor nothing that is deceitful ; but with the eternal judge it down, and 
keep it down, that nothing may live that is fcM* the sword, which 
would defile the land. Therefore in that which is eternal, dwell, as a 
royal priesthood, in that which comes from him by whom the world 
was made ; who to all your souls is a Friend, from whence the refresh- 
ing is received. So the Lord God Almighty preserve and keep you a]I„ 
that in bis life, dread, and power ye may be preserved. Q. R 

XXXIV. 

I 

Friends, I do warn you in the presence of the living God, not to 
speak the things of God out of the fear of God, at random, in a pre- 
sumptuous mind ; for proud boasters are excluded out of the kingdom 
of God, and with the light of Christ condemined, and witl> the life, that 
gave forth the scriptures, are they judged. Therefore to you this is 

Vol. VIL 6 
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the word of the Lord, in the light, which Christ hath enlightened 
every one of you withal, wait in it, and love it, and ye shall have the 
light of life; and it will hring you to stand in the counsel of God, and 
keep you from all wicked ways. And with it ye will see all the 
enchanters, false prophets, who speak a divination of their own hrain, 
whose minds are turned from the light of Christ ; with this light are 
they condemned. All whose minds are turned from it, and hate it, 
whose deeds are evil, with this light are they condemned; though they 
may make a profession of the words which proceeded from the light, 
from them who lived in it, and walked in it. So they that turn from 
it, and hate this light, makings profession of their words that dwelt 
in it, and hate them that walk in the light now, (Oh, high deceit !) all 
such are to he condemned with the light And such that hate the 
light, and deny it, though they may profess the words, that did proceed 
from the life, and be full of them, they turn no people from their wick- 
ed ways; for in the counsel of God they stand not. For they were in 
the counsel of God, who gave forth the scriptures, who were in the life 
of them, from which the letter did proceed. 

Therefore in the life, (every one in your measures,) wait and wailk, 
which gave forth the scriptures, which will open them to you again; 
else you all I do deny, and ye are to be turned away from, as having 
the form, but not the power. And know the life of God in one another, 
and the power of God in one another; but that knowledge in the form 
without the life we deny, though it be never so finely painted, and the 
harlot be never so beautiful, who is turned from the light, which Christ * 
hath enli^tened withal. This is the harlot, who dresseth herself with 
the words that proceeded from the light, who persecuteth them who 
dwell in the light, who drinketh the blood of the saints, who dwell in 
the life which gave forth the scriptures. And with the words that 
proceeded from the light, doth she clothe herself, and is harlotted from 
the life ; and all that she brings forth, is contrary to the light. So she 
is called the mother of harlots. But if ye love this light, and your 
minds be guided by it to see the face of Jesus, and him the head, then 
with this light ye will see all the harlots, and the mother of harlots, 
and where she is, and what she is joined to. The light is that, by 
which ye come to see ; he that walketh in it, stumbleth not. But thou 
stumblest, who art turned from the light among the harlots. I charge 
you every one in the presence of the living God, to take heed to the 
light. It is your teacher, loving it ; it is your condemnation, hating it. 

G. F. 
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XXXV. — To Friends in the Ministry, 

Stand up ye prophets of the Lord, for the truth upon the earth; 
quench not your prophecy, neither heed them that despise it ; hut in 
that stand which brings you through to the end. Heed not the eyes 
of the world, ye prophets of the Lord, hut answer that in them all, 
which they have closed their eye to; that ye may to them tell of things 
to come, answering that of God in them that shall remain. Keep ye 
in your habitations, ye sons of God, that over all the contrary ye may 
reign. And ye daughters, to whom it is given to prophesy, keep with- 
in your own measure, seeing over that which is without, answering thstt 
of God in alL And despise not the prophecy, keep down that nature 
that would, which is the same as that is which acts contrary to that of 
God in them. Neither be lifted up in your openings and prophecies, 
lest ye depart from that which opened, and so come by the son of God 
to be judged, and bidden to depart as workers of iniquity; for a worker 
of iniquity is gone from that which leads to the Son of God, who is the 
end of the prophets. 

Quench not the spirit, by which ye may prove all things, and that 
which is good hold fast ; for if the spirit be quenched, then light is put 
for darkness, and darkness for light, and evil is put for good, and good 
for evil. This is when the spirit is quenched, then cannot ye try all 
things, then cannot ye hold fast that which is good. For then ye can- 
not see good, when the spirit is quenched ; but when the spirit is not 
quenched, then with the spirit ye may see the good, to take the good, 
and the evil to shun. And this brings to put a difference between the 
precious and the vile, the profane and the holy, the cleian and the 
unclean ; the spirit is it that proves all things. G. F. 

A.A A. V 1. 

Friends, — ^Take your heavenly censers, and ofler up your spiritual 
prayers to the Almighty God, and having heavenly fire in your censers, 
it will consume all false ofiferings and sacrifices, which are offered in 
the evil nature. » ' G. F. 

XXXVII. — To Friends in Cumberland, 

Dear Friends, prize your heavenly calling, by which ye are called 
into holiness and righteousness, without whilch no one sh^ll see the 
Lord. And let your conversation be, as becometh the gospel, the holy 
power of God, which is the gospel of Christ, the holy one, who suffered 
by the unholy ones. And keep in the lowly mind, and the humility of 
Christ, that the fruits of your good conversation, and translation, and , 
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regeneration in your lives may appear, as a people redeemed from the 
pleasures of the flesh, and the spirit of the world, and the heggarly lusts; 
and that ye may obtain the promise of the eternal God, and the pov^rer 
of the truth, through the word in the heart, the hidden man, that ye 
may obtain victory over that which wars against your souls; through 
which ye may be arrayed and adorned, and by that ye may be pre- 
served and kept from that which is not of the Father, (the lust of the 
iftesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride of life,) in the simplicity and 
innocency of Christ Jesiis, (over all the subtilty and feigned deceit,) 
through which ye may esteem nothing in comparison of that which is 
of God, and him above all, through Christ the light, the truth, the 
power of God manifested in you. And keep out of all false liberties, 
and that which would lead you out of the fear of God ; and in that ye 
will be preserved in the sense of the power and the truth of God in 
your own hearts. In that every one watch, through which knowledge 
and virtue is ministered unto yon, and peace from the God of virtue 
and peace. And keep out of all that which -tends to strife, and whis^ 
perings, and backbitings, and tattlings, which draws from the witness, 
watch, and fear of God within, which leavens into the fleshly lusts and 
nature; and then that judges, and yet is in the same thing for which 
he judges others; which nature and judgment, are for judgment and 
condemnation. So be wise, and keep your first love; break not wed- 
lock with the Lord Jesus Christ ; keep your first habitation, keep your 
garments clean, for such as so do, they are blessed ; that ye may shine 
as lights to the world, and be examples in virtue, righteousness, and 
holiness, walking in the truth in all patience and quietness, looking at 
the Lord, your strength, and Christ Jesus, the conqueror, and beyond 
all the hills and mountains; that ye may be a good savour to the Lord, 
having salt in your selves. Let your lamps be burning, and your lights 
shining, and then ye will see over all the unsavouriness that is in 
Adam's family in the fall, who live in Christ, the power of God, that 
never fell, and keep marriage with him the Holy One, the Just One, 
the light, the truth, and power of God, who makes an end of all unholi- 
ness. And so, walk in the righteousness, that your feet may be kept 
in the way of peace. And keep your tongues, and hands, and bodies, 
and lips, and minds, and words out of all that, which would defile and 
corrupt you, and bring you under the indignation and wrath of God, 
and his hand to be turned against you. So, keep in the fear of Godr 
. and keep in his truth which ye at first received, for truth never changes. 
And walk in the spirit, a,nd then the lusts of the flesh will not be ful- 
filled, and then strife is kept out, that which would be high and get up* 
through which come strife and wars. So keep your fellowship in the 
spirit, in which is the unity and bond of peace, and the fruits of the 
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spirit will appear, righteoufiKiess, holiness, goodness, peace, soberness 
and gentleness, chastity and virtue,' through which ye may have fruit 
to feed the hungry, and to relieve the sick and poor. For the unfruit- 
ful walk not in the spirit, and so bear not fruit ; and sb the curse 
comes, and briars, and misery. So, eye the Lord God in all things in 
the spirit, who is a spirit ; in that ye may distinguish his things, and the 
things that are of your selves, and what is of men, and what is of Grod, 
and wha<l; to keep alive, and what must die. So be obedient to the 
spirit, and to the good power of God, that hath quickened you ; and 
live in it, that ye may die no more, for that gives you life. For they 
that are made alive, and come to die again, and to be twice dead, and 
then come to be plucked up by the roots ; such lie dead upon the earth, 
and corrupt it So, let not the world, let not things visible draw your 
minds away from the Lord. Do not mind the body more thifin the Lord; 
do not forsake the Lord ; but be of good faith in the truth of God, and 
live in it, then ye live in Christ Jesus, who is your way, who is your 
teacher, who is your prophet, who is your priest, who is the bishop of 
your immortal souls, Christ that never fell, nor never changed, nor never 
will change. And here ye come into the seed, the top stone, that is atop 
of the world s^t, and before the world was, who :will remain when the 
world is gone ; who was full of grace, and truth, and virtue, and life, by 
whom grace comes, that brings salvation, who is every one of your teach*" 
er in yourselves. So, know Christ the head and salvation, in which there 
is peace, and no condemnation; for the condemnation is upon them, that 
are out of the light. And so, live in unity in the light, before darkness 
and enmity was, in which ye have peace, and love to God, to Christ, 
and to one another. G. F. 

XXXVUL — ^n Epistle to the travellers in the Lord's way^ with a 
Testimony against the false prophets, and those that /u)ld them 
up. 

Friends, — ^All are to receive your spiritual bread and water from the 
Father of life, by which ye may be strengthened and watered from the 
Father of life, in your passing and travelling on in your spiritual jour- 
ney heartily and comfortably ; that ye may come to your heavenly rest, 
being come and coming out of the great city of Sodom, towards the city 
of heavenly Jerusalem, where ye shall abide eternally for ever. 

Reason not with flesh and blood, that shall never enter; take not 
counsel of that which draws thee nearer to carnal things, and draws 
thee to consult with carnal reason, and so draws thy eye and mind to 
visible things, and so brings thee to wander from going on thy journey ; 
and if thou followest that, thou goest to death, hell, and destructk>n, and 
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to the pit and the soax^ and that gets dominioD over Uiee, and comes 
to rule over thee, which ought not But every one wait in the pure 
spirit to guide you to God^ then ye ehaU see the promise of God fulfilled 
in yoU) and the springs of life opened to you» and refreshment daily 
coming in from the Lord ; and then ye will come to walk with the Lord^ 
forsaking all, father, mother, wife, and children, lands, livings, and all. 
Here is joining to the Lord, as one spirit ; and he that doth not forsake 
all, is not worthy of him. All who are in the first hirth, and all who 

, reason with flesh and blood, stand here, and are for persecuting them 
who are bom of .the spirit, that are passing out of this city, towards the 
city whose foundation and builder is God. For in that city the righte- 
ous ones are slain, by them who are of Cain's generation. All ye, who 

> are got up into his steps, professing Christ and to be ministers of Christ, 
who stand in the envy, and have ' the chiefest place in the assemblies, 

. and are called of men master,' which Christ forbids! lie down all for 
shame, who are in pride and oppression, and in the steps and places of 
the Pharisees, and have got a form of the words which the apostles 
said, and which Christ said, and have got it in three or four languages; 
the Lord hath discovered you now ; the Lord God Almighty hath dis- 
covered you by his prophets and servants. All honour, and glory, and 
thanks be to him for ever, who now is come to rule alone in his saints. 
Rejoice, O all ye prophets and righteous ones ! The beast, which made 
war with the lamb and the saints, the lamb hath got the victory over 
the beast, and th^ ten horns, which pushed at him. Powerful Father 
and eternal God, to thee alone be all glory, honour, and thanks for ever. 
Now. all ye teachers, and hearers that hold you up, I witness against 
y<ou, that ye may be witnesses against yourselves, and that ye witness 
yourselves to be in Cain's generation, and in the generation of the false 
prophets, and antichrists, and seducers, (who have the form of godli- 
ness, but deny the power,) and in the generation of them that ever slew 
the righteous seed, as it will appear. 
Now all people, take notice ! who are they, that bear rule by their 

" means? Who are the hirelings now, that the scriptures speak of? Who 
seek for their gain from their quarters now ? Who feed themselves with 
the fat now? Who seek for the fleece, and clothe themselves with the 
wool now, and so make a prey of the people ? Where are the hirelings 
now ? Th^ priests preach for hire, and the prophets prophesy for money. 
Who sue xaea at the law now, which Christ spake against ; which the 
apostle speaks against, who was a minbter of the living truth which 
testifies against all such practices ? Who go in the way of Balaam 
now for gifts and rewards? Where are the covetous teachers now? 
Who are called of men master now ? Who love the chiefest places 
of the assemblies now? Who go in long robes now? Who stand 
praying in the synagogues now, and speak a divination of their 
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own brain, which the wo was pronounced against by Christ Je- 
ans, (the substance of all the prophecies,) who cried wo against 
all such Pharisees and false prophets ? Who hale out of the synar 
gogues now! Who stone and stock, prison and beat now, and hale 
before magistrates? This was the Jews' practice and religion, ye may 
say ; the Jews did so. But the prophets of God testified against these 
things ; and the apostles testified against all these practices. And 
Jesus Christ testified against all the evil works of the world ; and all 
these practices were held up in Cain's generation. So, be ye witnesses 
that ye are here in the generation of the false prophets, and in the 
chair of them that spake a divination of their own brain, that are call- 
ed of men masters ; love the chiefedt places in the assembfies ; lay heavy 
burdens upoh the people ; of theni that seek their gaiil from their quar- 
teris, and of them that go in the way of Balaam, and in the generation 
of Cain. Where any prophet comes to cry against any of you^ ye 
seek to imprison him, or to destroy him, which Abel did not, (ad ye may 
read,) but Cain, who was the first birth, whose sacrifice God had no re- 
spect to ; no more hath God to your customary will-worships, praying 
and prayers, than to Cain's. For Cain's generation was and is the same 
that ever it was, and is not of the generation of the righteous. And ex- 
cept ye all be born again, ye cannot inherit the kingdom of God. So, 
here be ye witnesses against yourselves, that ye are in the generation 
of Cain, which evier slew the righteotis seed; and in the generation of 
all the false prophets. Put it not far from you, as they did who put 
Christ to death. If thou hadst lived at that day, (thou mayst say,) thou 
wouldst not have put Christ to death. But thou shalt see the same 
nature in thee now, as was then. For now is the son of (Jod come ; and 
ye are of the same generation that they were, seeking to put him to 
death where he is manifest. 

But the eternal, glorious Grod of heaven and earth, the same as ever 
he was, is manifesting himself in his sons and daughters, who are called 
out of that generation and worship. For he said, /Come out from 
among them, be ye separate, touch no unclean thing, and I will be a 
Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters ;' and this we 
witness, and this is fulfilled. The generation of the wicked we know, 
and the generation of the faithful we know; here is a separation be- 
tween the precious and the vile, between the holy and the profane. 
So all people, weigh and see, in what generation ye are ! The gene- 
ration of the righteous shall shine ; the generation of the wicked are 
for the fire prepared, and to be turned into hell. Ye are the stubble ; 
ye that are proud, are for the fire ; ye that are wicked, ye are chaff 
that the wind drives to and fro; ye that are scorners, are turned from 
God ; ye that are heathenish, know not God ; and all that are heathen, 
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know not Gdd; the Lord will render vengeance in flames of fire upon 
you. The mighty day of the Lord is comii^, that shall hum as an 
oven* The fire is kindling in the earth, which shall bum up all, root 
and branch, head and tail ; the Lord of hosts hath spoken it. The Lord 
€rod of power will reign. O happy day ! praises ! praises ! Praise ye 
the Lord, ye righteous ones; sing praises to the Lord God Almighty for 
ever ! 

All ye liars and dissemblers ye must never inherit the holy city in that 
state. And all ye, who commit sin, and live in sin, know not God ; and 
who are disobecUent, and hold the truth in unrighteousness, the wrath of 
God abides upon you. All ye, that work iniquity, (and live and die in 
that,) are to depart from God, as cursed, to everlasting punishment ; 
where then will ye find him, that ye talk of with your mouths, and call 
your saviour? Ye that live in your vain, wicked, profane ways, and 
take him to be your cloak, and say, ye are redeemed by him, and live in 
your wickedness, *Go, ye cursed,' he will say, * I know you not' Plagues, 
wo, and misery will be poured upon you all. Let every one that 
nameth the name of the Lord, depart from iniquity. None can call him 
Lord, but by the holy ghost; and where the holy ghost is come, there 
he is Lord and king. This is witnessed in all his saints, where he is so ; 
but in Cain^s generation it is not, but these persecute it. But he is risen 
and come in his saints, who is Lord and king, who will reign over all 
the world, and bear the government upon his shoulders. For the Lord 
is king in his saints, he guards them, and guides them with his mighty 
power, and doth preserve his seed and children from the seed of evil 
doers, in his kingdom of glory and' eternal rest, where they find joy, 
and peace, and rest eternal. All glory and praise be to the Lord God 
Almighty for ever ! G, F. 

XXXIX.-. 7b Friends in the North. 

All Friends in Westmoreland, Cumberland, Bishoprick, New Gastle- 
side, Northumberland, and Lancashire, — ^Wait in the measure of the 
spirit of the living God, that with it all your minds may be guided up 
to the living God, and to it take heed, that ye may have dominion over 
these spirits that are in the earth; that in the spirit of the living God 
ye may all know one another, and with it come to reign over the world 
in the power of the mighty God^ which upholds all things ; and wait to 
receive wisdom from God, who created the creatures to his glory. And 
the Lord God Almighty keep you all in the spirit, and be with you all. 

And all of you, live in the life, that with it ye may come to know 
the Father of life ; and all being led with the spirit of the living God, 
the Lord's presence ye will enjoy; and all that is contrary, with it will 
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V 

be judged. So the Lord God Almighty preserve you in that which is 
pure, up to himself, who is pure, to receive his wisdom, and that with 
it and in it, ye all may come to be ordered to his glory, who is God 
over all ; to whom be all honour and glory, God blessed for ever ; that 
with it ye may come to see the lamb of God, the saviour of your souls, 
who was, before the letter was. G. F. 

XL. 

Friends, — I warn and charge you all, to be faithful in the mea- 
sure of the life of God, which he hath given you. And watch over one 
another, that with that which is pure ye may discern, and have unity 
with that which is pure. And^take heed of any lightness and froward- 
ness, which is contrary to that which is pure, but in that wait and 
dwell, which doth that judge in particular and general ; that the gar- 
den of the Lord may be dressed, and ye in his wisdom preserved and 
I^ept The mighty power of the Lord keep you all in his spirit, and 
with it up to himself, your hearts joined together! And see that ye 
meet together, and be led together in the spirit and in the power of 
the Lord ; and that ye keep out of all men's evil wills, which are con- 
trary to the power and light. This is the counsel of the Lord to you. 
' G. F. 

XLI. 

Friends, — To you all this exhortation is from the word of the Lord: 
Dwell in the life, that with it ye may see the Father of life. And 
dwell in the light, with which light the. world is condemned ; which 
which light comprehejids the world's wisdom ; which light comprehends 
the world and their knowledge, and all the deceivers, which are en- 
tered into the world, (who are turned from the light,) with which light 
they are condemned, that is, the world, who hate the light, because 
their deeds are evil, and they will not bring their deeds to the light, 
because the light will reprove them, they hating it, and you that live 
in it. And all the deceivers, and all the antichrists, they are such as 
are turned from the light, which oppose Christ. To you all, my bre- 
thren, who dwell in the light, which is the condemnation of the world, 
and of all the deceivers, who are turned from the light ; it is not possi*- 
ble, that those deceivers should deceive you, who are the elect, who 
dwell in the light, which comprehends the world. I do charge you all 
in the presence of the living God, to * dwell in what ye speak and pro- 
fess ; and none to profess, what he doth pot dwell in ; and none to pro- 
fess, what he is not; a sayer, and not a doer; such beget vain talkers. 
So, with the light all such are to be condemned from the life. So, I 

VoL,vir. 7 
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charge you all in the presence of the living God, to dwell in the light, 
which is the world's conden^nation, who hate it. Though they nnay 
profess all the words declared from them that were in the light of 
Christ, they hating the light in the particular, with the light, which 
never changes, are they and all their profession to be condemned, and 
wo is the end of it and them, from Christ, who is the light. Wherefore,, 
to you I speak, friends, that dwell in the light, and, love it, that to the 
light in all consciences of them that hate it, (which Christ Jesus doth 
enlighten them withal,) ye may be made manifest, which is the world's 
condemnation. In the light all Friends dwell, which comprehends the 
world, which is its condemnation. The highest religion to it must bend 
and bow ; and all that is to be condemned, which is contlrary to it. And 
all Friends, dwell in the light, which is eternal, which comprehends 
the world, that with it ye may comprehend the world ; and rise up, and 
go on in the mighty power of God, as mighty men of war in the power 
and strength of the mighty God of life, the Lord of heists, who is with 
you, your shield, buckler, and defence, and armour, who arms you ov^er 
all the wicked to reign, triumph, and trample. God Almighty bless 
you, and prosper his work, that to the light in all consciences ye may 
be made manifest, to the measure of God, which is pure, which is given 
to every one ; that with it all may see what is contrary to God. And 
to you this is from the word bf God. G. P. 

XLII. — To Friends J concerning the lights in which they may see 

their saviour ^ and the deceivers. 

To all Friends every where, scattered abroad: in the light dwell 
which comes from Christ, that with it ye may see Christ your saviour; 
that ye may grow up in him. For they who are in him, are new 
creatures; and ^old things are passed away, and all things are become 
new.' And who are in him, are led by the spirit, to them there is no 
condemnation; but they dwell in that which doth condemn the world, 
and with the light s^'e the deceivers, and the antichrists, which are 
entered into the world. And such teachers as bear rule by their means ; 
and such as seek for the fleece, and make a prey upon the people, and 
are hirelings, and such as go in the way of Cain, and run greedily after 
the error of Balaam ; and such as are called of men master, and stand 
praying in the synag(^ues, and have the chief seats in the assemblies, 
all which are in the world, who by those that dwelt in the light, were 
cried against ; for it did them condemn, and all such as speak a divina- 
tion of their own brain, and are filthy dreamers, who use their tongues, 
and steal the words from their neighbours ; with the light, the world 
and all these aforesaid are comprehended, and all that is in it ; and all 
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they that hate it, and all the atitichrists that oppose it, and all the false 
prophets and deceivers, that are turned from it, with the light are com- 
prehended, and with the light are condemned, and all that are turned 
from it and hate it. 

* I am the light of the world,' saith Christ, and he doth enlighten every 
one that cometh into the world ; and he that loves the light, and walks 
in the light, receives the light of life : and the other, he hates the light, 
because his deeds are evil., and the light doth reprove him. And this 
is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, in which light, 
they that love it, walk; which is the condemnation of him that hates 
it. And ail the antichrists, and all the false prophets, and all the de- 
ceivers, the beast, and the well-favoured harlot, all these are seen with 
the light to be in that nature, acting contrary to the light ; and with 
the light are they comprehended, and by the light condemned. 

For he is not an antichrist, that walks in the light that comes from 
Christ; he is.no deceiver, that walks in the light that comes from 
Christ. Many deceivers are entered into the world. The world hates 
the light, and deceivers are turned from the light, and the antichrists 
they are turned from the light, therefore they oppose it, and some of 
them call it a natural conscience, a natural light ; and such put the let- 
ter for the light. But with the light, which never changes^ (which was 
before the world was,) are these deceivers seen, where they enter into 
the world. For many deceivers are entered into the world, and the 
false prophets are entered into the world ; the world hates the light, and 
if it were possible, they would deceive the elect. But in the light the 
elect do dwell, which the antichrists, deceivers, and false prophets are 
turned from, into the world, that hate the light : that light which they 
do hate, the children of light dwell in, the elect. So it is not possible, 
tbat the antichrists and deceivers, that are entered into the world, that 
hate the light, should deceive the elect, who dwell in the light which 
they hate ; which light doth them all comprehend, and the world ; which 
light was before the world was, and is the world's condemnation ; in 
which light the elect walk. And here it is not possible, that they that 
dwell in the light should be deceived, which comprehends the world, 
and is the world's condemnation. Which light shall bring every tongue 
to confess, and every knee to bow : when the judgments of God come 
upon them, it shall make them confess, that the judgments of God are 
just. G. F. 

XLIII. 

To all my dear brethren, the flofck of God every where ; keep to- 
gether in the power up to God, and none be discouraged or disheartened 
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at the enemies without, which are without God in the world ; but be 
bold all in the power of truth, triumphing over the world. Hold your 
freedom, and keep and stand fast in it, that ye may be armed with 
wisdom, and furnished against your enemies, who are wiser in their 
generation than the children of light. But the wisdom of the Most 
High is spreading, and making itself manifest in your hearts, by 
which ye may comprehend the world's wisdom, the world's worship 
and knowledge. And waiting in that which is pure, it will lead you 
into that which was before the world was, beforie the false worship 
was, before the seducers were, before the antichrist was, and before 
the outward temple was, and false prophet and hirelings : and here ye 
will comprehend the world, and what is done in the world. Therefore 
every one keep your habitation, abide the trial, and abide the day, and 
stand fast in your freedom, so far as Christ hath made you free ; free 
from man's will and commandments, which imbondagetb ; free from the 
fashions and lusts of the world, the fleshly will, which bondageth and 
burdens the pure. And to you that cannot witness this, wait, ^nd 
mind the pure, and then the burden will be easy ; and wait for redemp- 
tion and salvation, to make it so. And your strength is, to stand still, 
that ye may receive refreshings ; that ye may know, how to wait, and 
how to walk before God, by the spirit of God within you. So God Al- 
mighty be with you, and keep you up to himself under his own domi^ 
nion, from under the dominion of satan, that ye may trample him under 
your feet 

And Friends every where, meet together, treading and trampling all 
the deceit under your feet ; and watch over one another in that which 
is eternal, and see every one, that your words be from the eternal life. 
Examine and search with that which is eternal, which speaks to that 
which is in prison in others. And ye that^re led forth to exhort, or 
to reprove, do it with all diligence, taking all opportunities, reproving 
that which devours the creation, and thereby destroys the very human 
reason. For the truth doth preserve every thing in its place. And all 
meet together every where, and in your meetings wait upon the Lord; 
and take heed of forming words, but mind the power, and know that 
which is eternal^ which will keep you all in unity, walking in the spirit, 
and will let you see the * Lord near you, and amongst you.' So, God 
Almighty be with you, and multiply you, and give you the dew of 
heaven, the heavenly dew, the living mercies, (which nourisheth the 
tender plants, which causeth them to grow, bud, and bring forth,) and 
water you with his blessings. So, the Lord God of power be with you 
all, my dear hearts! I am with you in the spirit, and in the love of 
your God, your Father and mine. The Lord God prosper, guide, and 
protect you, and bring you all into his kingdom of glory, you who are 
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elected, called, chosen and faithful, who are the lambs. God Almighty 
bless you, and keep you all, my dear hearts ! The love of God is love 
past knowledge, which bears all things, endures all things, hopes all 
thii^, envieth not, thinketh no evil. And the love of God is the 
ground of all true love in your hearts, which casts out the love of the 
world, and the enmity, which was begotten betwixt you and God. • He 
that believes, is born of Qod; and he that is bom of God, overcomes 
the world.' So, fare ye all well, and God Almighty bless and prosper 
you. G. F. 

And all ye Friends, that wait in that which is pure in itself, which 
cannot lie, which doth not change, wait upon God, for God doth not 
change, and let all flesh be silent before the Lord, that the life may 
speak in all; then the mouth of the Lord is known, and God is eialted 
and glorified with his own work, which he brings forth. And meet 
together therein every where, and mind that which gathers you, and . 
wait on that which is pure, which gathers you out of the world's 
nature, disposition, conversation, churches, forms, and customs, which 
will knit your hearts together up to Grod. That which gathers you out 
of all these, is the spirit of the Lord, which will gather you up to him, 
who 18 the Father of spirits ; that ye may be able to judge, and discern, 
and confound all the deceit in the world, and grow up to be as kings, 
and suffer nothing to reign in you but what is in the life eternal. And 
beware of speaking in the presence of the Lord, except your words be 
from the eternal life, the eternal word of God, else it doth not profit, 
nor build up, nor etjify. So, God Almighty be with you all in your 
meetings, that ye may see him to be your head, king, and Lord over 
alL To you all, who are enlightened with the light of the spirit, that 
is the light which shows you sin and evil, and yaur evil deeds and act- 
ings, and the deceit and false-heartedness; it will teach you holi- 
ness, walking in it, and bring you into unity ; and it will draw your 
minds up to God, and in it ye will see more light. But hating the light, 
there is your condemnation. G. F. 

XLIV. 

All Friends, wait upon the unlimited power and spirit of the Lord, 
which baptizes into one body : where ye will have all unity in that 
which crucifies the flesh, and mortifies all evil desires, and puts off the 
body of sin, the old man with his deeds, and circumcises without hands, 
and joins together your hearts up to God, from whence the living 
mercies come, from the living God alone, who is God over all, blessed 
for ever. To that in every one of your consciences do I appeal and 
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speak, to the measure that God hath given, the light ; loving it, and 
taking heed to it, and waiting in it for power from God, it will guide, 
you to the Father of light, in which ye will have all unity; and hating 
the light it will be your condemnation. Oh! wait, wait upon the living 
God to nourish the tender plant in you, that ye may bring forth fruits 
of righteousness unto God, for he accepts such, and npne else. There- 
fore wait upon God, he hath a pure seed among you. Let your wait- 
ing be in the light; and mind that he is a wise man whose eye is in 
his head, which is Christ, the end of all priests, the end of the outward 
temple: and the fooPs eye is abroad, after many priests, and they are 
led away with conceivings, and divers temptations. Therefore in the 
light wait, where ye will see all deceits within and without For it is 
a sin to enter into temptations ; but it is no sin to be tempted. Christ 
was tempted, but he entered not into the temptation. Therefore in the 
fear of the Lord wait and watch. The light is that, which lets thee 
see sin, and evil, and temptations ; which if thou enter into, the light 
will be thy condemnation ; then thy heart will not be right towards 
God. But in the light of God all wait, which will bring you to see 
where wisdom's gate is; the fear of the Lord is the beginning of it. 
Pure wisdom is let out of the treasury into the pure heart, which sees 
God ; and fearing the living God, it keeps the heart pure and clean, to 
receive the wisdom from the treasury freely, *who doth not upbraid. 
And as ye depart from evil and iniquity, he breaks the bonds by show- 
ing mercy ; and then the understanding grows pure and clear. So in 
the power of the Lord Grod fare ye well. 

And the Lord God of power keep you all in his measure up to himself, 
from and above all the world's evil ways, baits, customs, and teachings, 
to trample upon them in his power ; that wisdom may be justified of 
you all, and ye may be preserved, and God glorified. To whom be all 
glory, honour, and thanks over all, God blessed for ever ! 

Read these among all my brethren and friends, and send it abroad 
to Friends, that ye may all know the power of the living God in one 
another, not in words, but in power. So farewell. 

G. F. 

XLV. — Concerning the heirs of the kingdom o/Ood, and how Christ 

w€ts, and his saints are tempted. 

They are the heirs of the kingdom of God, and of the generation of 
God, that live out of the kingdom of the wicked world, (up to God, in 
the seed, which all the promises of God are io^) following after Christ, 
who was in Egypt, and passed out of Egypt, the house of darkness. And . 
he was ^n the wilderness, and there he was tempted to lust after the crea- 
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true; he was tempted to make himself away ; be was tempted to wor- 
ship the devil, (to bow down and worship him.) He is the captain of 
our salvation ; he is gone before, he endured the cross, be despised the 
shame, he suffered the contradiction of sinners, for the glory that was 
set before him, he hath won the crown. He hath overcome Egypt, and 
he hath fulfilled the law, he hath overcome the world, he hath over- 
come the temptations ; he is able to succour all who are tempted. It is 
no sin to be tempted, but to enter into the temptation, that is sin. He 
is the head of the body, be is the head of the church, who hath blotted 
out the ordinances and traditions of men ; who is the end of the daily 
sacrifice; who is the end of the Levitical priesthood; he is the end of 
all outward temples, Who is the substance of the prophets, for th^ all 
witnessed of him. He is ascended above all principalities and powers. 
Now, to all dear ones, the same seed, which is Christ, the same spi- 
rit is now manifest, ^s ever was; the same world is now, as ever was; 
the same temptations, and the same devil, and the same vain worship 
o[ the worlds twinii^ into anoflier form and colour. And Jesus Christ 
is the way, the truth, and the life, the door, that all must pass through, 
and he it is, that opens it ; the same door that ever was, the same Christ 
yesterday, to day, and for ever. And all who follow Christ, the seed^ 
and are of his generation, and are brought out of Egypt, the house of 
darkness, and from under the law, the righteousness of the law is ful* 
filled in them ; who walk not after the flesh, but after the spirit, (as the 
apostle saitb,) which we do witness. And the seed's generation hath 
passed through the wilderness, where they have been tempted to lust 
after the creature. Ye that have been' in the wilderness, can witness 
this with me, and the same temptations, even to despair, and to make 
themselves away. The devil, before he would go out of his kingdom, 
he would destroy alL But look at the captain Jesus Christ, who hath 
passed before, who was tempted (the captain of our salvation) with 
the same temptations to worship the devil ; and that if thou wouldst 
worship the devil, thou shouldst have the glory of the world ; if not, be 
called a devil, as Christ was, and be called a mad man, as he was ; and 
that none followed him, but a cursed people, (as they said.) And tbey 
that worship the devil, gave those titles to him. And thou shalt lose 
thy good name, and be a laughing stock to them that worship the devil, 
and as a derision among them, and a mark for every one of them to 
shoot at, and the drunkards to make songs of. This is the portion of 
them, who deny the worship of the world, and the glory, and the fa- 
vour, and the evil fashions thereof, and cannot fashionihemselves to it ; 
who are tempted to all these things. But it is no sin to be tempted; 
but standing in the power of the Almighty God, ye will be enabled to 
stand against, and above all the wiles of satan. So dwell in the power 
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of Almighty God, which carries through the wilderness, and through 
temptations to the end, and gets the victory over all the carnal ordi- 
nances, and commands, and traditions of men; and he that overcomes, 
ascends above them all. And he that overcomes, shall sit down with 
Christ in his throne. So, every one must witness Christ born in them, 
passing through death to him, through the world, through the law, 
through temptations, through the wilderness, and out of the world ; and 
the son of God ye will witness to arise, who doth overcome, who was 
born of God. And the same spirit, that raised up Jesus Christ, the same 
spirit raiseth you up, and quickeneth your mortal bodies ; and he that 
hath not the same, is none of his. 

So, examine yourselves, and see if ye have fellowship with Christ 
in his sufierings, and be brought to be comformable to him in his death, 
and to have fellowship with him in his temptations and reproaches, 
and buffetings, and scomings, and the contradiction of sinners, and to 
be spit upon, as he was ; and he that hath fellowship with him in his 
sufferings, shall have fellowship with him in his glory. And he that 
doth confess him in this dark world, him will he confess before his Fa- 
ther, and his angels ; and he that doth deny him in this world, him he 
will deny before his Father and his angels in the world to come. 

Now to all you who are convinced, and have your understandings 
enlightehed, and the worship of the world doth appear to you to be 
contrary to the worship of God and Christ in spirit, and all the prophets 
and apostles, who worshipped the living God in newness of life, in the 
second birth, beware ye enter not into the temptation, to lust after the 
creature, and give not way to the lazy, dreaming mind, for it enters 
into the temptations. So there thou wilt be polluted with the pollu- 
tions of the world ; then thou wilt be tempted to despair, and the devil 
there gets power upon thee, if thou enter into temptations, and follow 
thy imaginations in going from the light of Christ within thee. And 
then thou judgest with evil thoughts ;.and he will come with his instru- 
ments, his evil angels, to tempt thee from God's worship to the false 
worship, or else thou wilt lose thy credit or good name, or thy place, 
or thy authority, where thou art, except thou wilt bow to him. And 
every one will stare at thee, and thou wilt be gazed at, and wondered 
at. So if thy mind go from the light, and out of the fear of the Lord, 
then thou wilt consult with flesh and blood, which must never enter 
into the kingdom of God, and that carnal reason must never enter. And 
then thou wilt take counsel of the harlot, and so the eye of thy mind 
will be turned out from God, and so thou goest under the power of the 
prince of the air, which rules and reigns in the children of disobedience, 
and so under the dominion of satan. And then, though thou hast the 
praise of the world, and the glory of the world ; yet disobeying that, 
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^hich should have led thee into the kingdom of God, and from under 
the dominion of satan, thy latter end will be worse than thy beginning. 
And in the world there thou mayst have thy honour, and the fleshly 
man is nourished, and thy glory and renown may grow again among 
the fleshly ones, who are gone out from God, and have disobeyed the 
light in them, which should have led them from under the dominioD of 
satan, (under whose dominion they are now,) up to God, where there it 
joy eternal, where there are riches and glory eternal, and where ther^ 
is XK>mfort eternal ; whose kingdom is for ever, whose dominion is an 
everlasting dominion. But thou, who forsakest the right way, goes! 
into eternal destruction. Wo, wo is to thee 1 For the love of the world 
Lb an enemy to God ; and he th^t loveth the world, the k)ve of the Fa-^ 
tfaer is not in him. And thou, who settest thy hand to the plough, and 
lookest back, art not fit for the kingdom of Ood. 

And all who can witness the second birth, and are born again, know 
the promises of God in and to the seed are yea and amen; and ye com*^ 
ing out of that which was in time, ye come up to God, who^was before 
time was. This is a mystery, he that can receive it let him ; and bd 
that hath an ear to hear it, let him hear what the spirit saith. Abel 
was the second birth, he was no murderer, nor no sinner; for God call* 
ed him* And God saw no iniquity in Jacob, but Esau the first, is bated, 
and not perfect. And except ye be born again, ye cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God. Flesh and blood shall not inherit the kingdom of God. 
And ^ he that is born of God, sins not, because the seed of God remains 
in him, neither can he sin, because he is bom of God.' And * he that ]$ 
born of God overcomes the world ;' he that is born of God, is not of this 
world. And he that is born of God testifies against all the works of the 
world, and the wickedness of it ; and he that is born of God, doth not 
commit sin. tie that committeth^sin'is of the devil, and bath not seen 
God at any time. Hereby are the children of God made manifest from 
the children of the devil ; (or he that sins is of the devil, and knows 
not God. For this purpose was the son of God made manifest, to de- 
stroy the works of the devil ; and he that doth righteousness, is righteous^ 
even as be is righteous. And they that were of the second birth, were 
taught of God, and needed no man to teach them ; and were come into 
the everlasting covenant And those are the second birth, who are 
bom again of the immortal seed by the will of God, and not by the wiH 
of man. And as many as received Christ, he gave power to them to 
become the sons of God, which are mA born by the will of man, but by 
the will of God; not by water only, but by water and the spirit 

G.F. 

Vol. VIL 8 
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XLVI. 

» • 

; To all Friends who are in the unity, which is in the light ; walk in 

the light. It is one light that doth convince you all ; and one Christ, 

'I that doth call all to repentance, up to himself the one head, which is 

Christ. The wise man's eye is in his head, who changeth the mind, 
and calleth from above to that which lies below; it is he alone that 
gives faith, and all who are in this faith are one. It is one power that 
raiseth up the seed; and your faith being out of words, in the power, 
ye are all one, and that seed is one ; and ye are all one, if ye be ten 
thousand; which seed is one, which is Christ, and he is the master, 
which is one : and all the brethren who are in the spirit, are one. Ye 
have all one eye, which is the light ; one fire, which consumes all which 
the light discovers to be evil ; and one spirit, which baptizes all into 
the one body, where there is no confusion, but pureness and oneness. 
Therefore all Friends, mind the oneness, and that which keeps you in 
the oneness and unity, it is that which keeps you out of the world ; and 
this one light leads you out of darkness into the everlasting day, where 
ye see the church of God. But living in the darkness, and following 
that mind, it leads into the world's assemblies, who have the letter of 
the saints' words, but live out of the life,, smiting at one another, fight- 
ii^ for the husks. But minding the light within, it leads you into the 
assemblies of the righteous, who are in the life. The kernel is to be 
found within, the husk is without, which the swine feed upon, but the 
pearl is hid from them ; and the swine and the dogs would devour them 
in whom the pearl is found. They are outsides, who feed upon outsides. 
God that made the world, and all things therein, seeing he is the Lord 
of heaven and earth, dwells not in temples made with hands, and hath 
made all nations of men, that d^ll upon the face of the earth* of one 
blood, and hath appointed the times and seasons, and hath given to 
every one a measure according to their ability. God hath given ability 
to every one according to their measure, (that are faithful to it,) and 
here is the righteousness of God received, and the wrath of God 
revealed upon the children of disobedience. The grace of God hath 
appeared upon all, which taught the saints to deny ungodliness, and 
teachetl), us ; which the world turns into wantonness, and walks de- 
spitefully against the spirit of grace; and yet tempts God and calls for 
grace. These are they that set up teachers without. And Christ saitb, 
he is the light of the worlds and hath enlightetied every one that 
Cometh into the world ; and he that loves the light, brings his deeds to 
the light, to him there is no occcasion of stumbling ; and this teaching 
guides to God, the Father of light. And the other, he hates the light, 
because the light will reprove him; here he knows his deeds are evil» 
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by the light. And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the 
world, and men love darkness rather than light And here thou must 
become silent, O flesh, that temptest God to give thee alight of thy 
sins ; for Christ hath enlightened thee, and given thee a sight of thy 
sins, which shall be thy condemnation, hating it. For thou that hatest 
it, hast it And it is thou, that puttest the letter for the light, which 
was given from the light, from them that walked in the light ; but thou 
hating the light given thee, thou knowest not the conditions of them 
that had the light, but puttest darkness for light, and light for darkness; 
and so wo rests upon thee f It is thouj^that puttest evil for good, and 
the wo rests upon thee I And it is thou that art covered, and not with 
the spirit of the Lord. And it is thou that standest not in the counsel 
of the Lord, but followest thy own imaginations, that art turned out 
from God ; and so the wo rests upon thee ! And thy kingdom and crown 
is pride ; and wo is to the king of pride 1 And thou art the wicked, that 
foi^ettest'God, who must be turned into hell; and livest in perverse- 
ness, and art a child of disobedience, who disobeyest the light ; and so 
the wrath of God rests upon thee. But who love the light, and walk 
in the light, Jesus Christ is their king, whose gospel is preached to every 
creature. For death having passed over all men, all in the first nature 
are children of wrath, and all in the second are children of God, The 
seed is sown upon all sorts of ground; upon the highway ground, 
thorny, and stony ground, and good ground. And Christ hath given to 
every one a measure, and ability according to his measure ; he that 
improves not bis measure, he hath the eye, and seeth not, and ear, and 
heareth not, aiid heart, and doth not understand. And he is the thief, 
that steals the apostles' words, and Christ's words. And is the drunk- 
ard who abides not in the light ; gone from his measure, and so abides 
not in the doctrine of Christ. And this light shall be thy condemnation, 
when the book of conscience is opened, which should exercise your con- 
science, which will condemn you. And the wrath of God abides upon 
the children of disobedience. G. P. 

XLVIL — To Friends in CumberJand, Bishoprick, and Northum- 
berland, 

All Friends every where, who with the light that never changetb, 
are convinced, and turned from darkness, in the light dwell, that ye 
may come to learn of Christ in the life, and with it know the movings 
of the spirit of life in you, that moves against all the works of death, 
and so works freedom. A measure of this living spirit and power being 
known in every one, and ye kept to it, with it ye are kept diligent, 
quick, and lively, to walk in the life; for it is the life that redeems, 
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which only overeomesy atid gives an entrance into rest Therefore every 
Me of you know a measure of that spirit, which exerciseth meekness, 
truth, and faithAilness in yOu in power, which, as it is known, breaks 
the bonds of iniquity, and scatters the armies of the aliens ; that ye may 
all kAow, what it is to follow the Lamb with joy and peace in your 
minds^ yoHr hearts upright to your guide. Take heed that none of you 
walk by imitation of others only* For though the way they walk in 
be good to them who are in the lights yet thou art in darkness^ and 
knowest not whither thou goest, nor canst ever receive any strength 
from God to carry thee on in the way, nor reward for it ; and thy fel- 
lowship is not with God in that way^ but with men^ and in this way 
thou canst not be cleansed, but in the end thv labour will be lost And 
of this sort are they that turn back, and speak evil of the way of Qod, 
when the way of God they never came into, nor his life, peace, and 
{K>wer; that is a way they never knew. By these the offence comes, 
and the stumbling block, whereby many are offended: but wo to such 
by whom the ofience comes ! 

And take heed of judging the measures of others, but every one mind 
your own ; and there ye famish the busy minds and high cooceits, and 
so peace springs up among you, and division is judged. And this know, 
that there are diversities of gifts, but one spirit, and unity therein to all 
Who with it are guided And though the way seems to thee cKverse ; 
yet judge not the way, lest thou judge the Lord, and knowest hot that 
ieveral ways (seenuog to reason) hath God to bring his people out by; 
yet are all but one in the end. This is^ that he may be looked to fr<Hn 
all the * ends of the earth, to be a guide and lawgiver ;' and that none 
should judge before him. Deep is the mystery of godliness ! There- 
fore silence all flesh, and see your own ways be clean ; and as ye grow 
therein, the way of peace will be more prized by you, and the perfect 
bond ye will come to know. And all who are here established, shall 
stand in strength, when othen fall on the right hand and on the left 

Dear friends, ye have long been convinced, and owned the Lord in 
word and form ; and look for it, ye must be proved and tried, not only . 
your faith and patience in persecution by the enemy without, (for that 
many of you have escaped,) but proved ye must all be with that which 
is nearer, even a falling away amongst yourselves. And it is good that 
the steadfastness of all should be known herein. For many are crept 
in unawares, who are * self-ended, slow bellies, who love this world 
more than the cross of Christ, who are got high in the form, and have 
^eat swelling words,' which they can utter for their advantage in 
earthly things, deceiving the dmple therewith, who are not yet got 
above the pollution of the world. And this was ordained of dd, for the 
naaifestii^ of hhn that is approved. And with that eye that leads 
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oat of the fall, is be seea to be fallet)^ wbo batb got tbe saiots^ woi^ to 
plead for. tbat ivbicb is in the fall to uphold it And here the oppressor 
would set bis seat faster than before, the devil being now transfonmed 
into the likeness of an an^el of light And thus is the scripture fulfill- 
ed, ^ My little children, this have I written to you, that when ye see 
this come to pasis ye might not be amazed^ at though some strai^e 
tlnng had befallen the church of God; but ev«n the same that was oi 
ciAy to proTe you^ and to perfect you against the devil: herein is he 
made manifest, tbat ye may know- his wiles.' And great steadfastness 
shall it produce to all, who mind their standing upon Christ the rock, 
and have salt in themselves to savour withal. But that which will not 
CoBie to the everlasting foundation, is apt to be tossed to and fro with 
airy epirits, who are now gone out into the world, to deceive such 
Whose hearts look back after worldly things. Therefore stand veith 
your minds girded up to God above the world, lest ye run in vain, and 
lose your crown ; which none receives, but he that continues to the 
end. G. F. 

XLVEU.-^ 7b Friembf con^ming Judging. 

Friends, to you all ihh is the word of the Lord: take heed of judging 
one another; judge not one an<^her (I charge you in the presence of 
the Lord) with that which must be judged; neither lay open one an- 
other's weaknesses behind one another's backs ; for thou that dost so, 
art one of Ham's family, which is under the curse. But every one of 
you in particular with the light of Christ, (which he hath enlightened 
you withal,) see yourselves, that self may be judged out with the light 
in every one. Now, all loving the light, here no self can stand, but it 
is judged with the light; and here all are in unity, and here no self- 
will c^an suise, nor no mastery; but all that is judged out. And let there 
be no backbiting amongst you; but in love, ye that dwell in the light 
and see clear, speak to the others, whose minds are gone from the 
light: else, as I said before, if ye do speak behind their backs, there 
will be the evil eye and filthy mind, which dare not speak to their 
fiices. And so flie same mind which doth condemn behind the back, 
is for condemnaticm ; and so self should be judged first Here ye will 
be kept watchful in the pure fear and love of God, and all self will be 
judged out firom amongst you, which would be judging in secret ; which 
is a work of ^rkness. 

And take heed (I charge you all in the presence of the living God) 
of a feigned humility, and a feigned love, which is out of the light, and 
then that to use as a customary salutation, or a formal gesture; whkA 
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is all for condemnation, and to be kept out, being out of the covenant. 
So see that all your actings be in and from the light; here ye will be 
kept clean and pure, and will come to be sealed in the everlasting co- 
venant of Ood, with the light which comes from Christ. 

And again, I charge you all in the presence of the living Crod, not to 
suffer your minds to go out to contend with them who are not of the 
truth, in that which is out of the truth, both which are to be condemned 
with the truth. For the same mind will boast and get up, which is 
out of the truth and reaches at things in the comprehenision, though 
it lives not in it, but is excluded out of the truth, and shall not enter; 
but is for condemnation. And so to you all this is the counsel of the 
Lord God of power and of peace, that in peace ye may be preserved 
to wait for the spirit of grace, and of wisdom, and of understanding. 

And Friends all every where, met t<^ether, waiting upon the Lord, 
that your minds may be guided by the spirit of (jod up to God. And 
know the life of God in one another, which ell, whose minds are abroad, 
are strangers to, and to the covenant of promise; for the covenant and 
promise of life is with and to the seed: and there is no sin, iniquity, or 
transgression in the covenant ; for that is all judged, being out of the 
covenant of Grod. And therefore all wait, that ye all may come to wit- 
ness the covenant of life made with your souls, and to find the witness, 
the seal of the spirit, that ye are sealed to God with, and that ye may 
all witness sin and tran^ression finished, and blotted out by Christ Je- 
sus, the new covenant of God ; and ye may all come to know the Lord, 
and to love the light, which Christ hath given you to teach you ; then 
ye will witness the covenant, yea ten thousands will witness the cove- 
nant, Christ Jesus. For as the Lord said, * I will give him for a cove- 
nant of light to the Gentiles, to open the blind eyes ;' and so, this light 
doth open the ^es of the blind. All ye that were blind as the Gen- 
tiles, or the Jews, ye know, that with the light your eyes are opened, 
and ye do see the new covenant, the unchangeable priest, the unchange- 
able covenant. So in that which changeth not, dwell, that that which 
is changeable and wavering, may be judged and condemned with that 
which changeth not. And though the ministration of condemnation 
was and is glorious in its time, yet the ministration of the spirit exceed- 
eth in glory, which changeth not ; and there is no condemnation to them 
who are in Christ Jesus, the new covenant, who walk in the spirit. But 
who are in that which changeth, running into the changeable ways 
and works without, and are in that nature which hates the light, all 
such are for condemnation by the light, which is eternal, and never 
changeth. And all the beggarly lusts, traditions, and rudiments of men, 
which are acted in that nature, contrary to the light, are for condem- 
nation by the light. 
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So dwelling all in the light, which is unchangeable, ye come to judge 
all the chai^eable ways and worships, that are variable and change- 
able, by that which comes from God, which changeth not; and with 
his light, which he hath given, all those things are judged. So dwelling 
in the judgment, ye will be filled full of mercy; for first judgment, and 
then mercy is to spread over all, that the just may rule over all. 

And friends, I charge you all in the presence of the living God, let 
no evil communication, nor evil words proceed out of your mouths And 
if ye find the root in you not taken away, that would act such things^ 
dwell in the light which lets you see the evil commimications, and 
with the light give judgment upon it in the particular, and first judge 
it there; for that is it which corrupts the good manners. And there 
are no good manners, but all is corrupted whilst there is evil commu- 
nication, and all that profession is abomination to the Lord, whilst that 
stands. So, put away all filthy communication out of your mouths, and 
all wrath, unrighteousness, and ungodliness, with the light ye will see 
it all ; and walking in the light, and loving it, ye may judge all that 
with the light, and with it come to know the good manners and pure 
communication. And walking in this light, it will keep out all evil 
communication from amongst you, for the corrupt manners are there, 
and proceed from that ; and all the profession which is performed in 
that nature, whilst the evil communication is standing, is abominati<Hi, 
and for condemnation: for all the evil manners corrupt, and all their 
profession is corrupt and for the fire. 

So, all walk in the light with which ye are enlightened, for it will 
teach you all the good manners, and pure communication, and condemn 
all corrupt manners and corrupt communication ; and so to have the 
heart and mind cleansed from all such things. And all walking in the 
light, ye have the besom; labour to sweep the land from all such cor- 
rupt manners and vain communication, and with the light all that 
comes to be judged down* So the light is the judge, and the condem- 
nation ; and in the light walk, apd ye will shine. 

And, my dear brethren in the covenant of life, keep to yea and nay, 
and (call the days,) First-day, Second-day, Third-day, Fourth-day, 
Fifth-day, Sixth-day, and Seventh-day, as they were given forth, and 
called by (rod in the b^inning. The endless riches ye are made 
partakers of, and the endless inheritance ye are come, to have a 
share of, heirs with Christ of the kingdom that never fadeth away; 
and * ye that suffer with Christ, shall reign with Christ.' And to ydu all, 
friends, who are not come up to the covenant, and cannot witness 
that ye are come into it, and sealed, (by the spirit,) follow no image 
niakers, but the life guiding you, which is eternal, that will hew 
down all imaginations, and likenesses, and images, and image makers, 
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ibat the gbrious God, the Fadier of life, may be exalted, the ground 
of all truth. Aud friends, mme tfieak abroad, but ae ye are moved 
of fiod with the spirit of the Lord, and to that be obedient, as faithful 
tervawtB, that ye may enter into the'^joy of your Lord. And friends, I 
warn and charge you all, that there be no keeping of old things in store 
in the xaind or memory, or heart-riaing one against another, or back- 
Hting among you, or speaking evil one oi another ; but judge that out 
by the light of Christ. And dwell in the life of God, then ye all in this 
life of G^ will have unity. And bewajre of, and not suffer that in you 
to coatend which goetb out of the truth; but by the truth judge it 
out And meet together every wheroy knowing one another in the 
spirit, and not m the fle^h ; and with the spirit of God wait upon God, 
the Father of spirits. And, friends, live not on that which is out of 
the trutby but all be k^t low ; that that which is pure of God, and 
com^ from God, ye may live and feed upon. And that there be no 
feeding on fej^ed love» but on that which is pure and eternal, without 
miieture or stain; that aJU the ojUier may be hewn down, and tranipled 
^upon, aad tcodden down, ^ earth to the earth, dust to the dust ;' that ye 
may aJl be kept pure, and in joy. waiting for the eternal riches from 
the internal God. So all to know the ministry and prayer, \diich is from 
and in the spirit, a<nd in it all are one ; and by it all the contrary is 
judged. And take heed of pride, but by the eternal spirit keep all 
that down, and judge it. 'The sacrifices of the wicked are abomination 
to the Lord, and he hears not hypocrites; but the prayors o£ the righte* 
oiui are hewi' G. F. 

XLIX. 

Friends, dwell in ihe life and pow^ <^ God, which doth teach you 
to deny younselves, which keeps you from all strife, and from all deceit, 
ibai notfaii^ may appear, but by die pure spirit it' may be judged; and 
that by the spirit of God ye may all be kept up to him, who is a God 
of order, and not of confusion. For all who are in confusion, are in 
that nature that is contrary to the light, who are with it to be con* 
demoed. And so the God of life be with you ail, that the fear of the 
]j(»'d may be set in all your hearts, that the dread, terror,'and fear of 
the Lord apaongst you may remain, and faith from him ye may all conae 
to receive, and love. And let love proceed one towards another, irom 
jtbe ^frtith which purifies, that all actions may be brought to the light, 
tilttt aU deeds contrary to the light, may vrith it be C(mdemned ; that in 
. peace and righteousness ye may aU grow up in that which is eternal, 
§Uided Ao him who ts ^;ernal, taking all heed to the measure of Goi's 
fiace, that nth it your minds may be guided up to God, tiie Father 
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of life, and all your minds with the eternal kept to him, who is eternal. 
That the kingdom of God ye may all come to see, waiting in the light, 
taking heed to it, which calls to repentance, which informs your minds 
towards the kingdom of God, where there is no end, but love, joy, and 
peace for evermore. And wait in the light for power to remove the 
earthly part, that ye may all witness the kingdom, and joy in the holy 
ghost ; that with the light your minds may be kept up to God, who is 
pure, and in it ye may all have unity, who in the light of life do walk. 
For who act contrary to the light, this is their condemnation. And let no 
unsavoury speeches, nor profaneness, nor looseness, nor idleness, norfilthi- 
ness be amongst you, but be diligent, serving the Lord in the light; for 
all that which is contrary to the light, with the Kghtis to be condemned. 
And to you this is the word of the Lord, that with the spirit of the 
Lord, that comes from the Father of spirits, ye may all come to wit- 
ness the spirit of promise, and set to your seals that God the Father 
of spirits is true. So in the name and power of the Lord Jesus Christ 
be ye all kept and preserved; and keep together, and meet together, 
that ye may grow in the measure of God's grace. G. F. 

And dear Friends, in the etei^al dwell, that as the plants of the 
Lord ye may grow; and who ye are the vineyard dressers, keep out 
the subtle and cunning foxes, who make their holes in the earth. If ye 
all dwell in the light, which was before the earth was, with it ye will 
preserve the tender plants. 

And all Friends, in that which is pure, patiently wait to inherit the 
substance ; and in that dwell which sees beyond the shadow, types, 
traditions, and evil lust. And dwell in the life, that ye may be nourish- 
ed with living food, and be kept above the world in the light, that the 
son of God be not crucified afresh with that which turns from the light 
into the lust. So, all ye that have a sight of this, and are come hither, 
wait in the light, that ye may grow up in the living word, to compre- 
hend the world ; that every one of your souls may come to find its rest, 
where no burden is, and the travail in the will of man is ceased. For 
all those travails and burdens are among them that act contrary to 
the light, and the burden is their own, and the travail is their own ; 
which is to be condemned with the light which leads up into life. 
And so the power of the mighty God of life be with you, which is rais- 
ing up his living seed, and the seed is one, which is turning up the 
earth, and cleaving it asunder, and removing it out of its place, and 
bringing into the faith of Abraham, and to the God of Abraham. The 
Lord God be with you that dwell in the light, whose minds are turned 
towards Christ the way, from all that which Christ the light disco ver» 
to be evil. Ye children of the light, seek to turn many to the liff^"^ 

Vol. Vn. 9 
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and to wisdom's gate bring them, that ye may all come to be door- 
keepers in the lH)use of the Lord, and see what must be kept out of his 
house, and what to receive into the house ; and own no saeriiice but 
that which ia ffom the liying« which is accepted of the Lord. 

G.F. 



All Friends, dwell in that which is pure, and wait for the power of 
God to preserve you in that which is pure, up to God. And know the 
seed of God in one another, that the knowle(%e which is after the flesh 
may die ; and know the power <^ God in one another. Let your faith 
stand in that which throws out the earthly nature, and the loftiness of 
\ man ; which overturns the worldly wisdom and the carnal knowled^e^ 
which is brutish and devilish. Dwell in that which is pure, that ye 
may be able to discern, and savour, and comprehend that which is not 
pure ; and wait in that which is pure, to have your minds gwded there* 
by, which will let you see God, and show you your evil thoughts, and 
judge them ; and is a cross to your evil desires, wills, and lusts. I say, 
dwell in that which is pure, which will guide you to God ; but if ye 
lust, (as aforesaid,) then the pure is veiled, and the light mind speaks 
at random, with a drunken spirit, and not fnnn the mouth of the Lord* 
And there lodgeth the dreamer, and the lying spirit, and the false pro- 
phet, and that which is like the truth but is not the truth ; but dwell- 
ing in the truth, this will be discovered. And wait upon God in that 
which is pure, for the receiving of that which comes from God, which 
is living, which nourisheth up to everlasting life. So God Almighty 
he with you 1 G. F. 

XJ, — To Friends f eoneerning the cross of Christy the power of Chdy 
that leads out of the worlds to the world that is without end. 

The cross is to the carnal part, which is the ground of images, the 
ground of the seducers, and the ground of the false prophet and anti- 
christ ; the cross is to that ground, to the root and life of it This 
being minded, which is pure and eternal, it makes a separation from 
all other lovers, and brii^ to God, and the ground of evil thougfata 
comes to be opened, and the cross is to that ground ; which cross over- 
turns the world in the heart. Which cross must be taken up by all, 
who follow Jesus Christ out of the world which hath an end, into the 
world which is without end ; and all the evil things of the world must 
he denied. For * who bves the world, the love of the Father is not in 
him;' but where the M^rld is standing, the cross is not lived in. But 



1868] 67 

dwelling in the cross to the world, herei the love of God is shed abroad 
in the heart, and the way is opened into the inheritanGe which fades 
not away; where nothing shall enter Vhich is defiled. For God is 
not seen but in the eternal light whence all pure wisdom comes. 
This treasure h not seen but with the spiritual eye ; nor received but 
with the pure in heart, and by those who dwell and abide in the eter- 
nal light But the carnal heart may get the words from them who 
had received the wisdom, who dwelt in the fear of the Loi*d ; but they 
who live without the fear, may get their words, and yet know not 
wisdonv's gate, whence those words proceeded, having the old bot- 
tle. Watch all, therefore, and see what ye possess. For all who 
gave forth the holy scripture, who dwelt in the fear of God, they pos- 
sessed the life which those words proceeded from ; and the secrets of 
the Lord were with them. Therefore, all in your measure, which is of 
God, wait, that it may guide your minds up to God, and follow it, and 
not your evil desires, nor the lust ot the world ; for the fear of the 
Lord will keep your hearts clean, and the true wisdom will be with you 
in the pure heart; And every one that hath this light, which Christ 
hath enlightened them withal, the deeds that are evil, ye know to 
be so by the light; and this light will be their condemnation, ye know 
it. And all who witness this light, and-^love it, their eye is in their head^ 
wbkh is Qirist, if they be ten thousand. G. F. 

LII. — TV Friends in the North. 

All Friends in Westrnweland, Lancashire, Cumberland, Northumber- 
land, Bishoprick, and about Newcastle, whose minds are turned to the 
light, meet t<^ether, and wait upon the Lord, and keep your several 
meetings in the light of Christ; that all your hearts may be joined 
together, and ye all kept in unity up to God, the Father of lights. The 
Lord God Almighty keep you and preserve you, that ye may all see 
the blessings of God ; for the blessings of the Lord are among you. And 
that ye all with the light may know your minds kept up to God, ix) re- 
ceive the wisdom of God, by which all things were made ; that with it 
ye may come to order the creatures, and in the wisdom of God ye may 
be preserved to walk wisely. And that no deceit nor slothful spirits be 
amongst you, nor hangers-on, getting the form, &c. who speak what 
they are not ; all such I do deny, and with the light all such are to be 
condemned. Such cumber the ground, and stain the earth, that it can- 
not enjoy her sabbaths, nor yield her increase. They that are so, and 
act contrary to the light, are by it to be condemned, and with it I do 
them deny, which light is one in all your consciences; that with the 
%ht your minds may be kept up to God, and all that which is contrary 
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may be condemned to the fire, which is for the fire. And I warn you 
all, in the presence of the living God, to take heed to the measure of 
the grace of God; that with it your minds may be kept up to God, and 
that ye may all come to profit in the spirit And from you all God 
doth look for the fruits of that spirit, of which a manifestation is given 
you to profit withal. And to you this is the word of the Lord. 

O friends! mind the seed of God, and the life of Christ. And take 
heed of being hurried with many thoughts, but live in that which goes 
over them all, that in it ye njiay reign, and live in the seed of God. 

G.F. 

LIII. — Concerning the duty of all Friends in truth. 

All Friends every where, that have wives, or that have husbands, 
or that have children, or that have servants ; or servants that have 
masters, or children that have parents, that are not Friends, — this is 
to you all, that ^re in the light, * which lighteth every man that 
Cometh into the world,' that they, thiat act contrary to the light, and 
believe not in it, who know not the word, and will not be won with 
the word, (speaking to them^) that your chaste conversation (ye walking 
in the light which comes from the word) may answer to the light in 
ihem, which they hate and walk contrary to; that your chaste con- 
versation may judge them, and ye may win them by your chaste con- 
versation^ walking in the light, which answereth the light in them 
wherewith they are enlightened ; which light comes from the word, 
which casteth down all that is contrary to it. That they that act 
contrary to the light, beholding your chaste conversation, and your 
good works, the light which they act contrary to may make them 
confess to your good conversation, and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven ; who are born of the light, children of light. That ye may re- 
ceive the wisdom from above, which is neither earthly, nor sensual, 
nor devilish, with which ye way be ordered to the glory of God, and 
with that order all that ye have to order. And to you this is the word 
of the Lord. . G. F. 

Postscript. — ' Honouring all men,' is reaching that of God in every 
man, for that brings to seek the honour of God; the other fades, and 
reacheth not to that of God in man ; for the saints, which were to ho- 
nour all men, were in that of God which reached to. that of God 
in all men. And they that are not in the spirit of God, dishonour 
the son, and miscal men, honouring and setting up that which is out 
of the truth, which is to be trodden under foot. G. F. 
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LIV. — This is to be sent among Friends^ who are in the light. 

All my dear brethren, babes of God, born of the immortal seed, 
whose dwelling is in the power that upholds all things, which power 
is made manifest, which hath brought you to him that was in the be- 
ginning, before the world was, and with the life to comprehend the 
world, and that which is in it, and what it is, and what it lies in. All 
my dear babes of God, who are in the arms of the Almighty, dwell in 
the light, that ye may be manifested to the light of God in all con- 
sciences, that to the light which is of Grod, people's minds may be di- 
rected, and they come to receive the life, and to witness it, that gave 
forth the scriptures ; that with the light ye may see them who act 
contrary to the light, who are for the sword, who are for the hammer, 
and who are for the fire. Here not a deceiver shall stand, nor a false 
prophet, nor an antichrist, who oppose the light ; but with the light 
all such are seen and comprehended. Which light is eternal, and was 
before the world was, which comprehends the world ; which light is 
one in every man's conscience ; which light is the condemnation of all 
that hate it, and of all that profession that is acted in that nature con- 
trary to the light. My babes, dwell in the light, in the immortal seed 
of God, and grow up in it, and be clothed with Christ's zeal, having 
his mind ; that with the light ye may see them who are turned from the 
light, and act ccmtrary to the light, who with ^the light are to be con- 
demned. And so all they that make a profession of the scripture^de- 
clared from the light, and act contrary to the light that comes from 
Christ Jesus, and yet profess his command, their zeal is without know- 
ledge, and they will persecute. For they that are in the self righteous-^ 
ness, are in that nature that acts contrary to the light, Vho with the 
light are to be condemned ; which light leads to Christ, and brings to 
witness him, the Lord of righteousness. Therefore dwell in the light, 
that to the light in all conscience^ ye may be made manifest, to turn 
them from the darkness to the light, and so to Christ, from whence it 
comes; that with the light every one may see their salvation, Christ 
Jesus, and so ye may bring every one to sit under the vine Christ 
Jesus, and bring every one into the light, which comprehends the world, 
which is the world's condemnation, and all them that hate it. And 
bring every one to the light, which condenms all evil deeds and works 
of darkness, and works of the flesh ; that with the light they may all 
see, what shall enter into the kingdom of God, and what not. And 
bring all into the light, that they may see the false prophets, and the 
antichrists, and deceivers, which are all in that nature which acta 
contrary to the light; in which light is unity, with which light are they 
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all condemned. And to you this is the word of the Lord. And he who* 
turns from the light, and gets the wcHrda of them that knew what they 
declared from the light, and makes a profession of them, his know- 
ledge is brutish. But he who dwells in the Kght, and with the light sees 
Christ, his knowledge is from that which is eternal; with which light 
the other is condemned, who acts contrary to it, though he may have 
the words declared from it. And all who are turned from the light, 
and make a profession of the words declared from the light, and gather 
there a great deal of wisdom, yet tbeLir minds are turned into the earth, 
which is a seat for the devil ; there is the sensualness, there is the 
devilishness, and earthliness, there is the wisdom tliat is from below, 
which is acted in that nature contrary to the light ; with the light that 
is comprehended, and vrith the light that is condemned That wisdom 
^ from bek)W. But the light lea/ls the mind up to Christ, from whence 
it comes, to receive the wisdom which is from above, and condemns 
that which leads from the light, for that is pure and gentle which is 
from above ; but the other is sensual, earthly, and devilish, perverse, 
and envious, and is with the light comprehended and condemned; 
which light is against the false prophet, whose wcMrds, knowledge, and 
wisdom is not from it. G. F. 

LV. — Concerning the $piriiual u>affdre. 

The word of the Lord God to all my brethren, babes, and soldiers, that 
areta the spiritual warfare of oar Lord Jesus Christ. Arm yourselves, 
like men of war, that ye may know, what to stand against Spare not, 
pity not that which is for th^ sword (of the spirit,) plague, and famine, 
and set up truth, and confound the deceit, which stains the earth, and 
cumbers the gtound. The dead stinks upon the earth, and with it the 
earth is stained, therefore bury it. And wait in the light which comes 
from Jesus, to be clothed with his zeal, to stand against all them who 
act contrary to the light which comes from Jesus, and yet pFofess* 
tiie words declared from the light ; which are sayers, but not doers. 
All such are to be trodden without the city under foot ; and wo proceeds 
from the Lord against all such, and the stc»ie is falling upon such, and 
fallen, to grind them to powder. Arm yourselves like men of war; the 
mighty power of God goes along with you, to enable you to stand over 
all the world, and (spiritually) to chain, to fetter, to bind, and to im- 
prison, and to lead oiit of prison ; to famish, to feed, and to make fat, 
and to bring into green pastures. So the name and power of the Lord 
Jesus Christ be with you ! And go on in the work of the Lord, that 
ye may trample upon all deceit within and without. And all they 
^'vho are gathered together with the light, and their mkids turned to- 
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wards Christ Jesus, who doth enlighten tiiem, that they may ail see 
the Lord Jesus among them» their head, and they his hrai^ches; in the 
light waiting, and growing up in Christ Jesus, from whence it comes, 
they may bring forth fruit to the glory of his name. And all waiting 
and walking in the ligbt» with it ye vtrill see the Lord Jesus amongst 
you. And ye will see with the light all that hate it, who profess Christ 
Jesus' words declared from his light, and walk not in it ; by his light are 
they, and all their profession, condemned. And to you this is the word 
of the Lord. G- E. 

LVL— To call the minds out of the creatures. 

All friends of the Lord every where, whose mincb are turned within 
towards the Lord, take heed and hearken to the light within you, which 
is the Ught <^ Christ and of God, which will call your minds to within, 
(as ye heed it,) which were abroad in the creatures ; that by it your 
minds may be . renewed, and by it turned to God, with that which is 
pure to worship the living Grod, the Lord of hosts, over all the creatures. 
That which calls your minds out of the lusts of the world, will caU 
them out of the evil afiections and desires, and turn you from them, and 
set your afiections above. And the same which calls your minds out 
from the world's teachers, and the creatures, and to have your minds 
renewed, there your obedience is to be known and found ; and there 
the image of Grod is renewed, and ye come to grow up into it That 
which calls your minds out of the earth, turns them towards God, where 
the pure babe is bom in the virgin mind ; and the babe's food is known,, 
and the children's bread witnessed, which comes from the living God» 
which nourisheth up to eternal life. Which babes and children receive 
their heavenly wisdom from above, from the pure, living God, and not 
from the earthly one ; for that is trodden under foot with such. And 
all who hate this Ught, whose minds are abroad in the creatures, and 
in the image of the devil, they may get the saints' words, (who received 
their wisdom from abovej) in their old nature and corruptible mind ; 
but such are murderers' of the just, enemies to the cross of Christ, in 
whom the prince of the air lodgeth, sons of perdition, betrayers of 
Christ. Therefore take heed to the light, which is oppressed with 
thatnal^e; which light shall condemn (as it ariseth) all that evil 
nature, and shut it out, and turn it out of the house. And so ye will 
come to see the candle lighted, the house sweeping and swept, and then 
afterward the pure treasure will be found ; and then the name of the 
eternal God will be exalted. And the same Kgfat that calls your minds^ 
which were abroad, out of the worid, the same turns them to God, the 
Father of light. Here the pure mind is known, and the pure God is 
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waited upon for wisdom from above; and the pure God is served 
night and day, and the peace which hath no end is enjoyed. For 
ye may have openings ; but your minds going into the lusts of the 
flesh, here the affections are not mortified. Therefore, hearken to that, 
and take heed to that which calls your minds out of the vile affections, 
and the world's lusts, to have them renewed; the same will turn your 
minds to God, the same light will set your affections above, and bring 
you to wait for the pure wisdom from, God from on high, that it may be 
justified. Wait all in tjiat which calls your minds inward, and turns 
them to Grod; and here is the cross witnessed, that the mind shall feed 
upon nothing but the pure light of God, and on the living food which 
comes from the living God. 

So, the Lord God Almighty be with you all, and keep you all in his 
strength and power to his glory, over all the world, whose minds are 
called out of it, and turned to God, to worship the creator, and serve 
him, and not the creature. And the light of God, that calls your minds 
out of the creatures, turns them to God, to an endless being, joy, and 
peace. Here is a seeing (jod always present, who is not known to the 
world, whose minds are in the creatures, whose knowledge is in the 
flesh, and whose minds are not renewed. Therefore to you, whose 
minds are called out of the creatures, and out of the world and fading 
things, by the eternal light of God, the same eternal light which hath 
turned it and presented it to God, will bring you to see all these things, 
and those whose minds are abroad in the creatures ; and so, judgment 
will be given upon that, and them who hate the light. 

And, friends mind the seed of God, and dwell in it, which will bring 
you to reign over the world ; and dwell in the power of the Lord, which 
will keep you clear in your understanding ; that the seed of God may 
reign in you all, which is but one in all, which is Christ in the male and 
in the female, which seed the promise is to. Wait upon the Lord, to 
feel the just to reign over the unjust, and the seed of God to reign over 
the seed of the serpent, and to be the head, that all which is mortal, 
may die ; for out of that will rise presumption. So fare ye well ! And 
God Almighty bless, guide, and keep you all in his wisdom. 

G. F. 

LVIL — To a Friend in distress, when the accuser had g§t in. 

In the time of thy weakness the accuser of the brethren is got in; 
therefore mind the seed of God to cast him out, and what may hinder 
thee froDrii eating the things of the creation. So do not hear that, but 
mind the seed of the Lord, and thou wilt f^el life and dominion. . 

O. F. 
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LVIIL 

O Friends! look not out; for he that doth, is darkened. And take 
heed of lightness; take heed of the world, and of husying your minds 
with things not serviceable. A wise man's eye is in his head, but a 
fool's eye is gazing up and down. Oh ! be valiant for the truth upon 
the earth, and tread upon the deceit ! And keep to yea and nay; for 
he that hath not power over his own tongue, his religion is vain. And 
take heed of knowledge, for it pufTeth up, but dwell in the truth, and be 
what ye speak ; he that abideth not in the truth, is led by the evil one. 
Wait on the Lord, he will perfect his work amongst you ; he that heark- 
ens diligently to the teacher within, denieth all outward hireling teach- 
ers. He that is made the temple of the holy ghost, placeth no holiness 
in the world's temples. The teacliers without exalt the carnal mind, 
but the teacher within, destroy eth it. There is not a word in all the 
scripture to hold up the practice of sprinkling infants, nor the word 
sacrament, nor to hold up an hour glass, to preach by for an hour's 
time in a place ; but the vain mind doth hold up many things, which 
Christ doth not command. Earth maketh masters, (amongst earthly 
men,) but let him that ruleth, rule in love ; for the earth is the Lord's, 
and the fulness thereof. And he that laboureth, let him labour as to 
the Lord, in love. So let love be the head in all thihgs, and then the 
Lord is exalted; then there is no eye service, but singleness of heart; 
then all that is done, is done as to the Lord. So be faithful in all things, 
and keep from the world's vain customs. Do not wear apparel, to gratify 
the proud mind, neither eat nor drink, to make yourselves wanton; for 
it was created for the health, and not for the lust, to be as servants to us, 
and we servants to God, to use all those things to his glory. To whom 
be praises, honour, and glory for evermore, who hath created all things 
to his glory, and so to be used and spent. Do not make profession to be 
seen outwardly, for Christ was condemned by the world, and the for- 
mal professors, and all his followers are as wonders to the world. 
Therefore marvel not if the world hate you, but rejoice. Look not 
back, but keep forward, knowing that the world is enmity with God. 
Ye that know the light, love one another, and dwell in it, and know 
one another in it. G. F. 

LIX. — Jin exhortation to Friends^ not to make flesh their arm. 

Friends^ — ^Make not flesh your arm by carnal reasonings, consulta- 
tions, and disputings in that part which is above the innocent life, for 
that needs none to plead its cause, but God its Father, who will give 
you sufficient strength and wisdom at the 9ame hour ; the other shall 
and will fall before the enemies of the Lord. G. F. 

Vol. Vn. 10 
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JLX. — To Friends 9 to keep in the fear of the Lord. 

Friends, — Every particular, mind that which is pure of God in you, 
to guide you up to God, a|id to keep you in the fear of the Lord, that 
ye may receive refreshment from God alone in yourselves, and grow 
up in the inward man, nouridied and strengthened by that which is 
immortal. And delight in that which shows you the deceit of your 
hearts, and judges that which is contrary, to God, and be obedient to 
that which is pure; so ye will see the Lord God present with you, a 
daily hdp, his hand always ordering of you, and as a shepherd always 
keeping the dogs from his Iambs, whom he feeds in green pastures, and 
waters with his heavenly dew of mercy, who makes them all fruitful. 
The cry of wanfand poverty shall be no more heard in the land of the 
Uving, but joy, gladness, and plenty. The wearied soul, that hath lain 
I in the pit and in the mire, and lived in the clouds of temptation, and 

^ cried out for want of the Lord, shall cry plentious redemption, and say, 

I God is our king, who fills heaven and earth, and the voice of our king is 

I heard in our land. So fare ye well in the Lord! and the Lord God 

Almighty keep you and preserve you in his mighty power. 

G. F. 



■ 
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Friends, — ^Dwell all in the imnoortal seed of God, which is heir of the 
promise of God, and doth inherit the same ; so every one of you know 
the promise of God your portion, and the power of God your portion, 
and the kingdom of God, that is everlasting, without end, and the power 
of an endless life'; being heirs of that, come to inherit it, knowing it 
your portion, that ye may possei^s it, and increase in the same king- 
dom and power, and endless life. Here ye lay up treasure in heaven, 
;where the thief, moth, nor rust comes not And know the seed of God, 
in which is the election, that never altereth nor changeth ; which seed 
never changeth, neither doth it submit to that which doth change, but 
standeth steadfast and distinct from all the changeables. Which seed 
endeth all types, figures, and shadows, and variable things, and typical 
things, that do change; which seed doth not change, which is Christ, 
which keeps above all the inventions, rudiments, traditions, vain talk- 
ers, and babblers, that be in the world, and standeth when they will be 
ajl gone and have an end. la which seed ase power, wisdom, and life 
eternal, that remains for ever and ever, which hath the donunion in 
ibe lifo and power, and unchangeable wisdom of God^ which is pmre 
and gentle from £^bove, and preserving above all the destroying; winch 



1654] 75 

keeps up the heads of the livitig to life ; in that live* Which seed of 
God breaks the head of them that go out of the truUi. to wit^ the ser- 
pents. And here life goes over all in renown and dominion, and the 
top stone comes to be laid Over all. So live in life, and the bve, and 
the power of God, which was before man and woman fell; in that 
power ye are kept over all outward things, that have been set up, and 
are set up in the fall, which cause pride, and contention, and strife; 
which, if lived in, keeps out of the power, in which is the saints' ever- 
lasting fellowship, that stands and remains^ and is everlasting, for ever 
alid ever. In which power the living seed lives, and the living babes are 
preserved; in which power they have their food from the God of life» 
which is living, which nourishes the immortal babes up to the immortal 
God, with the immortal food ; through which they come to be. the living 
stones, that build up the spiritual household, who are the church in 
Ck>d; who are brought out of the state, where Adam and Eve with their 
sons and daughters are drove from God, up to God again by Christ, the 
power of God, who is the way to God, where the church is in God, that 
is the pillar and ground of Truth. So all live in that which brings you 
up to God^ out of the state of Adam and Eve, and their sons and daughters 
in the fell. In that power, (as I said before,) ye will have an ever- 
lasting fellowship with God, and one with another, which power of God 
was before the fall was, In that power ye will know one another, and 
see cme another, in which ye shall ever be together ; in which ye shall 
see and know your election before the world began. So farewell. 

G. F. 

LXII. 

All Frwnds, be low, and dwell in the life of God, to keep you low. 
Ye are the salt of the earth, to make it savoury unto God. Ye are 
the light of the world. Therefore walk in the light of Christ, whose 
light doth justify you, who then shall condemn you? Therefore in 
that dwell, which doth condemn all the evil in the world. 

G. F. 

And all Friends every where, pray to the Lord to give you dominion 
over an, and that in his power, and life, and seed, ye may live and 
reign. And all Friends, submit yourselves one to another, in the fear 
of God, and be one with the witness of God in all, and look at that, 
and that will keep you down from looking at the bad; but looking at 
the good, keepeth your minds over the bad,^ with the Lord. 

G. F. 
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JJULh^To Friends f concerning the covenant of light and life. 

Friends every where, to the measure of the life of God in you all 
take heed» that with it your minds may be guided up to the living 
GMt from whence light and life come, and virtue, and strength, and 
nourishment ; so that with the life ye may be kept from that \vhich 
veils, and clouds, and darkens, where the mbt of darkness c6meth over 
you. Wherefore to the measure of light take heed, that with it all 
your minds may be guided up to the Father of life, from whence life 
Cometh ; that the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ 
Jesus, ye may all come to enjoy. So that in peace, patience, righte- 
ousness, and temperance, and godliness, ye may be kept, and all grow 
up in brotherly kindness, and be kept from that which causeth strife, 
and sects, and divisions; so that nothing may rule, but the light of Gt)d 
among you. To that which is pure and lowly, take heed, that mastery 
and strife may be thrown down, and the evil eye. and the eye that is 
out from the life of God, may be known and plucked out ; so that the 
light of the glorious gospel may shine, and that ye may all know it. 
And so, all awake to the righteousness of Christ, the righteousness of 
God, whom man was departed from, Christ the righteousness of God, 
who ^ enlighteneth every one, that cometh into the world, that all men 
through him might believe.' So, all having a light from Christ Jesus, 
the righteousness of God, be is the way to the Father, whom God gave 
for a covenant of light, life, find peace. Therefore every one in your 
ineasures wait, that ye may see him, and come to witness the covenant 
of life and peace with God, receiving his gift, Christ Jesus, the son and 
mediator. So this I warn you all in the presence of the living God, to 
wait every one in the measure of light and of life, that ye may all 
come to witness the seal of the covenant, and be led and kept with 
that which will keep you spotless, and clean, and holy, and righteous, 
where power is received from him, who hath given you a light ; so that in 
the light ye may all have unity, and in it be kept, and all that which is 
contrary to it, with it may be condemned. And in this covenant of 
light and life, (the gift of God,) know one another, and him by whom 
the world was made, who was before the world was ; who is now again 
manifested, (Glory and honour for ever be unto the Lord !) That the 
crown, that is immortal, ye may all come to see and receive, and your 
own crowns lay down at the feet of Jesus. And so, his light being 
come to, all your own works are ceased from, and your own thoughts ; 
which if ye follow them, they will lead you into error. Therefore ^wait 
in the light which comes from him by whom the world was rnade^ to 
recdve wisdom from him, that in it and with it ye may be preserved 
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from the worlds and out of the world, to him by whom the world was 
made; and that wisdom may be justified of her children, and ye kept 
all low in the fear of God, from all strife and deceit, and dissention, 
and pollution, and hypocrisy, and dissimulation, single with the mea- 
sure of light which comes from the Father of life. Every one to feel 
with the life of God, the arm of the Lord G^ not to be shortened; but 
to reach to every one of you all, and to carry you all in his arm, and 
gently to lead them that are with young. So feeling the presence of 
the Lord God with you, ye receive virtue into your souls from the liv- 
ing God, who nourisheth his own living plant and plants. So the Lord 
God Almighty preserve you in the light, which shows to every one their 
evil deeds, and reproves for them; this is the true light, which if ye 
come to it, and love it, ye come to Christ, and love him by whom the 
world was made ; and it will let you see the chief shepherd and bishop 
of your souk, and how ye have gone astray, like sheep without a shep* 
faerdk For it is that which restores you to Christ, the bishop of your 
souls, who is the prophet that miust be heard. And all ivho will not 
come to the light, which cometh from Jesus Christ, but hate it because 
their deeds are evil, they do know that the light will reprove them. 
Therefore this is their condemnation, the light which is your teacher; 
who come to it, and receive it, ye receive Christ, and he giveth the 
power to become to the sons of God; which many do witness, blessed 
be the name of the Lord. Therefore wait every one in your measure, 
to know the scripture fulfilled in you, which came not by the will of 
man, but was learned of God ; which is for the perfecting of the man 
of God through faith in Christ Jesus, and is to be read and to be ful- 
filledy and to be practised, which was given forth from the spirit. 
Therefore every one wait in the measure of the spirit, to learn of him, 
as they did who gave it forth. G. F. , 

LXIV.— 7b Frze9%ds in the ministry. 

• 

All Friends, who are moved of the Lord to speak the word of the 
Lord, whom the Lord hath made to be his mouth, speak not your own 
words to feed the sensual part of man in your own wills; for there God 
is not honoured, and wisdom is not justified. But ye that are moved 
to speak in steeple-houses, or to the priests, (who have not the word of 
the Lordy but the letter,) speak the word of the Lord faithfully, neither 
'add to it with your reason, nor diminish from it with a disobedient mind; 
l^ut speaking the word of the Lord faithfully it is sharper than a two- 
edged sword, to <;ut down all deceit, and as a. fire to bum up the chaff; 
and it purifies you that speak it: and so as a hammer it will break 
down all the contrary. And the word is but one, which sanctifies all. 
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and cleaffleth the heart, and sanctifies and reconciles to Ood. And the 
Hgbt 18 but mie ; and all being guided by it, all are subject to one, and 
are one in the unitj of the spirit. And if your minds turn from the 
light, and that mind speak of the light, there gets up pride, and pre« 
sumption, and the will ; and then ye begin to strike your fellow-ser- 
vants. 

Therefore, all dear friends and brethren, be servants to the truth, 
and do not strive (or mastery, but serve one another in love. Wash 
oiTie another's feet, take Christ for your example, that I may hear of 
no strife among you: but all walk in the truth, and in the love of it, 
up to God, for there ye are my joy and crown in the Lord. Children 
would be striving; but that which would have the mastery, must die, 
and shall not enter into the kingdom of God. Therefore mind not high 
things, but fear, and condescend to men of low degree ; for the fear of 
the Lord keeps the heart clean, and the pure in heart see God. 

And, friends, spread yourselves abroad, that ye may be serviceable 
for the L(»rd and his truth, and get over the head of the wicked, and 
trample all that which is contrary to Ood under your feet; that ye 
may answer that of Ood in every one. And him, Who was promised 
to be the covenant of God to the Oentiles, and the new covenant to 
the Jews, hold forth to them both; that aU may know him their leader 
to God, and the prisoner to come forth unto Um. G. F. 

LXV. 

This is the word of the Lord to all Friends, and fdlowJabourers in 
the truth, who are subduing the earth, and its earthly knowledge, and 
its carnal wisdom, and beating down and threshing down that, in hope 
to get forth the wheat, and to be made partakers of your hope; I 
charge you all, dwell in the light, which doth comprehend the world, 
their evil ways, their will worships, what they worship, and what is 
their end in all their actions : so that ye may^ yoke the oxen, and bridle 
the horses, and tame flie wild heifers, and brit^ them to Christ's yoke, 
that is, to the light ; bring every one unto it, to see their way to salva- 
tion, and with it every one may know their condemnation, who act 
contrary to it Wait all on the Lord, that ye may be settfed and 
stayed in the Lord, and to grow up in the light, that gave forth the 
scriptures; that there may be no stumbling about the words which 
came from the light 

For no creature can read the scriptures to profit thereby, but who 
come to the light and spirit that gave them forth. 

LoVe the truth more than all, and go on in the mighty powef of God, 
as good soldiers of Christ, well fixed in his gbrious gospel, and in ^^ 



ie54] 79 

vr^d and po^^er ; t^at ye may know him, &e life and sahralioQ, aai 
bring up ^hers inta it G. F. 

» 

LXVL 

AU Friends, meet together in the light, that with it ye may see the 
Father of life amengst you in your meetings. And so, the Lord God of 
power be with you, and keep you. 

And the Lord God Ahn^hty giye you dominion over the beasts of 
the field, and the fowls of the sdr, the fishes in the sea> and all creepii^ 
th^gs. And the Lord God Almighty be with yxm all!- Farewell 

And all live in peace, in love, in lihf andin the power of the Lord 
God, and keep your meetings, every one of you waiting in the power 
of God upon him; that in it ye may have unity with God, the Father^ 
and the son, and one with another. 

And, dear friends, let wi3dom guide you in patience, and do not 
strive with any in meetmgs ; but dwell in the power of the Lord God^ 
that can bear and sufier all things* And make no strife among Friends, 
but live in ^lat which makes for peace, and love, and life, in which 
edification is known. G. F. 

LXVIL— f- To Friemisj concerning marriages. 

Whom God joineth together, are with the Ught (which is eternal) in 
the unity, in the covenant of life and of peace, and this marriage is 
honourable, and this bed is not defiled. For the light leads from all 
whoredom and adultery, which God will judge. For there is no mar- 
riage honourable, but what is in the Lord, and that is in the light ; 
with which light the covenant of life is known and seen, and the faith 
ifl Jesus (the gift of God) is received: and they that forbid marriage, are 
out of the light, and in the doctrine of devils. And they who are in 
the light, ' wiiomGod dpth join together, let no man put them asunder;* 
for they that seek to do so, are in that nature which acts contrary to 
the light And this marriage, which is honourable with the children 
of the light, is seen and known, who are in the covenant of light, and 
with the light are turned to the Lord Jesus Christ, -who leads from all 
the works of darkness. And none who are in the light, are afraid of 
thdr deeds being tned, but they bring them to the light, to be tried, 
whether their works be wrought in God. Now who follow the nK>tton8 
c^ the flesh, fuIfiUiiig tiie desires oi their will, and go uAo the lufll; of 
the fleshy such are adulterated ivom the li^t, and their marris^e i$ not 
honourable, and the childinen of the %ht cannot aj^rove of them* But 
whom God do& jom together, ^ej are led firom the evil motions of the 
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flesh; aad the children of the light do approve of and justify them. 
And who follow the motions of the flesh, are in the eagerness, lust, ex- 
tremes, excess, and the hastiness; and that mind is afraid to declare 
its work, though afterwards is forced hy constraint : and that the chil- 
dren of light cannot justify, which is done in that nature contrary to 
the light Therefore the joining together in the light, the children of 
the light do honour and justify, and the light doth not hide from its 
own ; but the darkness hides from the light^and is afraid to be reproved* 
Therefore, all ye children of the light, let your light so shine before 
men, that the marriage which is honourable may be witnessed, and 
all that is contrary to the light, condemned. Therefore let all pro- 
ceedings in such things, where they are intended, be declared to the 
children of light, that therewith they may have unity, and all the mo- 
tions and works of the flesh may be condemned, and that the pretence 
of the spirit's moving may not be a cloak or cover for the beastly lust; 
but that all such proceedings may be searched into by the light, and 
tried whether they stand in or out of the covenant. 

Let this be read amongst all Friends. The God of peace and love 
be with you, that to the Lord of life ye may all be a sweet savour, and 
in the wisdom of the Lord ye may all be kept ; watching one over an- 
other in that which is pure, and waiting for the appearing of that which 
is good. G. F. 

Lxvm. 

Friends,— Know the life and power of God in yourselves, and one in 
another, and to that power be obedient, to thresh down all deceit 
within and without you in wisdom, and in that dwell which compre- 
hends the world; and^now the rest, which is for the people of God, 
which he that believeth hath entered into. So know the life that 
stands in God ; and all know the power of God, for that power shall 
never be shaken nor change, but will shake down all that must be 
shaken and will change. So in that the Lord God Almighty preserve 
you, which giveth you to see, where there is no changing nor shadow. 

G. F. 

LXIX.— 7b Friends at Malton. 

All my dear friends at Malton, — ^Mind that which is pure in you, 
that ye may grow up in the power, out of the form. And take heed 
of deceit, and of jarring one with another ; take heed of strife and con- 
fusion in your minds. But mind the pure life of God in you, according 
to your measures, to guide you up to God out of the flesh, and all the 
ways and works of it, witldn and without, which that which is pure 
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and holy, calk all unto. So all walk in the wisdom of Gkid, which is 
given into the pure heart, that none of your nakedness may appear, 
and men see your shame; but all wait in the spirit upon God the 
father of spirits, to be clothed with his righteousness. So God Almighty 
keep you and bless you ; the blessii^ of the Lord be with you ai^ 
among you I I am with you, present in spirit, (joying and beholding 
your feith towards God, which ye have m Jesus Christ,) though absent 
in body. 

And all Friends, quench not the spirit of God in you, but live in the 
authority of the son of God and his power, whereby ye may be kept 
on top of the world* G. F. 

Friends, — I do judge all that in all, which is contrary to the life and 
power of God, even the ground and root of all jars and strife, which is 
not of God, but is out of the life of God.; I judge its beginning and its 
ending, and judged it is by the light And I do judge with the spirit of 
truth all foolishness, hastiness, and strife, which are not of God. And all 
friends, wait in the measure of the spirit of God, to guide you up to 
God, and keep you all in peace and unity. 

PosTSCEiPT. — Heed nothing but the life and power of the Lord God ; 
for all that is out of it, is and will be confounded. G. F. 

LXXL — To Friends, to live in the power of Qod, in Christ that 

never fell. 

Dear Friends, — ^AU be faithful in the everlasting seed, in which yc 
have life and power, dominion and wisdom, and clothing with that 
which is immortal, and the blessing of the Lord, and peace in the seed, 
Christ, that never fell nor changed, nor will change; in whom ye have 
peace, in whom ye have blessings, who takes away the curse. For the 
peace is in the second Adam that never fell, Christ Jesus, and the 
blessings and the righteousness are in him ; but the troubles, and the 
curse, and the unrighteousness and misery are in Adam in the fall, and 
aQ deceitful teachings, ways, and worships. And so, sit not down in 
Adam in the fall, but in Christ Jesus that never fell, (then in him ye 
will all have life,) that was with the Father before the world began. 
He ends all the types, figures, and shadows, first covenant, and priest- 
hood, and ways in the fall, in old Adam, Christ that never fell, who is 
the ^ay, who is the substance; in him (I say) sit down, and then ye 
will be all found in the endless life. For Adam lost his habitation and 
Eye, and the apostate christians from the righteousness, fr<»n the law. 

Vol. VIL 11 
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and from the power of God. Therefore ye that are come to Christ 
Jesus the substance, the end of the prophets, iu whom ye have life, (as 
I said before,) which was with the Father before the world began, in 
him live, and love one another, and serve one another in love, and in 
the fear and wisdom of God, that is a^bove Adam and Eve's sons and 
daughters' sensual, devilish wisdom in the fall. And so keep your meet- 
ings in the name of CSirist Jesus, that never fell, then ye will see oirer 
all the meetings of Adam and Eve's sons and daughters in the fall, their 
confused meetings and gatherings, who are out of the habitation of 
righteousness and holiness, and so out of peace. So in the life (CSirist) 
live, in whom ye have peace, keeping your habitation in him; that 
none be as the untimely figs, nor as the com upon the house top, that 
is soon withered and gone. But that ye may live in the seed, the sub- 
stance, Christ the life, in whom ye have riches that never fade away ; 
feeding upon the tree of life, whose leaves heal the nations. So live 
in unity one with another in the life, Qirist Jesus, that the seed may 
be all your crowns. And so fareweU. Myiove to all Friends in the 
seed of God, Christ Jesus, who was with the Father before the world 
b^an. G. F. 

And Friends, in the measure of life, which the Father of life hath 
given you, wait, with it to be guided; that ye all may profit in the life 
and spirit, that the fruits of it may appear, to the glory of the Father 
of life. G. F. 

LXXIL— 7b Friends in the North. 

. Friends, see that all friends professing truth thereaways, be kept in or- 
der, that no confusion, no pride, filthiness, nor uncleanness be amongst 
you ; but with the light let all that be judged down and condemned, 
and cast out, that all in that which is pure may patiently wait to inhe- 
rit the substance. And in that dwell which doth bring out of the 
shadows, types, traditicxis, ungodliness, unrighteousness, pride, filthiness, 
lust, and uncleanness. So, the mighty power of the Lord God be with 
you all, and keep you. 

And all Friends, dwell in the life which comes from God, the Father 
of life, that with it ye mgiy see God, and all may be nourished and fed 
with the living food which comes from the living God. Ye babes of 
God, dwell in the wisdom of God, and in grace, that ye may grow up 
in the wisdom and the grace of God. So, the mighty power of the 
Lord be with you all, and keep you in obedience to the light, out of 
the evil of the world ; which light doth condemn it. 

'Let this go to all them tiiat dwell in the light, whose minds are 
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turoed towards Jesus, the way to tbe Father ;' let that be burnt up 
which the light doth discover to be evil, and condemns it. And to you 
this is the word of the Lord. G. F. 

LXKllI.— Concerning Tithes. 

All Fri^ids, who are in the eternal light, ye see the figures, the sha- 
dows, and the types, (the b^inning and ending of them,) and with the 
light ye come to see the substance of the things shadowed and figured 
forth. So all in the light dwell, that with it ye may come to know tbe 
nunistry o( Ufe, and the ministry of condemnation ; that with the light 
ye may come to witness the substance, Christ Jesus. And with the 
light ye will see what the apostle meant, when he spake of tithes and 
ofi^ings, and of the changeable priesthood, and when he spake of the 
substance of those things he had before spoken of; who with the light 
deoied tbe first priesthood, the tithes and offerings that were change- 
able. And now, vpfth the light, the changeable priests are denied, and 
the unchangeable ministry of life witnessed ; and the law that gave 
tithes, and the commands about them (with the light, ye see) are ended. 
And with the light God is seen, who was before those things were; and 
the end of those things ye come to see, Christ Jesus, the sum and the 
substance of them. So ail ye that are summoned with writs (which 
come from the courts above) tm answer, because ye cannot pay tithes, 
ke^ to the light in you, which comes from Jesus Christ; that with the 
light ye may all come to see Jesus, the sum and substance, and the end 
of all the before mentioned tithes and ofierings. And so, according to 
the light of Christ in them all, speak, that to it their minds may be 
guided; and declare the truth to them, which is agreeable to that of 
God in every one's conscience. And bear witness to the sum and sub- 
stance, Christ Jesus, and show forth that to them all. And declare it to 
the highest judicature in the nation, when ye suffer for the testi- 
mony of Jesus, that ye witn^ to the substance, Christ Jesus, who is 
ascended far above all the principalities and powers ; and that ye wit- 
ness to the ministry of life. And show fi)rth the substance to them, (if 
ye have an opportunity,) showing to them, that ye suSer lor eiKiscience 
sake. And so over the world stand, and over all their evil works, and 
bring all men's works to the light And being guided by the light, it 
win let you join to none of their vain inventimis, that are acted and 
made in that nature that is contrary to the light ; it will bring f&u. to 
wiUiess the sum and substance, Christ Jesus, over all the world. And 
so, if the spoilers take your goods, let them go, and let tbem take the 
coat also. AxA keeping to the light which eon»es from Je»is, to that 
of God in every one's conscience ye wiH be manifest; and keeping clear 
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your consciences, with it all that which is contrary will be condemned. 
And 80, every one keeping to the light, it will let you pay no tithes to 
the hirelings, nor join with them therein ; but it will bring you to wit- 
ness the sum and substance, Christ Jesus. For the tithes and offerings 
were ministered in the first priesthood's time, and it was glorious in its 
place ; but with the light was and is seen, the beginning, their time, 
and the end of them, and with the light, the sum and substance, Christ 
Jesus is witnessed. And all in the light dwell to guide you, that to that 
of Ood in all consciences ye may be made manifest ; that they that 
imprison you for tithes, and resist the light of Christ in their own par- 
ticulars, that over them all ye may stand ; being guided by that which 
is pure, that it may lead you to act, that no condemnation upon your 
actions may come. For who contrary to the Ii|^t doth act, upon h!s 
actions condemnation doth come. That so over all the world ye may 
stand in the light, which doth comprehend and condemn it ; and with 
it ye may witness the end of the shadows. And unto you this is the 
word of the Lord God. And none act any thing in your own wills. 
But who act contrary to the light, and pay tithes,* go to the changeable; 
and with the unchangeable are cast out from the children of light. And 
so the children of light are one in the light, and with the light see the 
body, and Christ Jesus the head, and are all one in him. Where did 
any sue one another for tithes under the first priesthood? But with the 
light the primitive christians witnessed^Christ Jesus, the substance of 
the things typified in the first priesthood's time. To the light of Christ 
Jesus in all your consciences, which comes from Christ, I speak, that ye 
may see what ye act; and that such as are sued for tithes, may look 
to the sum and substance, the unchangeable priest Christ Jesus. 

G. F. 

LXXIV. 

My dear friends, lii^e in the immortal seed and power of the Lord 
God, that ye may meet in that, and in that feel one another. And live 
in the spirit, in which ye will have unity and peace, and the spiritual 
weaponBiK^ <^u^ down the spiritual enemies of your peace. And dwell 
in the life and power of God, that ye may have dominion,. and come to 
witness that ye are the heirs of the power of an endless life, and of a 
w<Nrld whereof there is no end ; and so in this keep your meetings. And 
dwell in the peaceable ieed, which destroyeth that which causeth trou- 
bles, wars, and fightings ; in that dwell, which was before that was, in 
that will ye have life and peace everlasting. 

And living in the seed, ye will see the everlasting commander, that 
saith, < Swear not at all ;' and the witnesses of the true seed say the 
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same. And this is the command of the royal seed, which is the ever- 
lasting commander among the believers, and to all others; and they 
that believe not in the light, it condemns them, being in the eviL The 
oath bound to God in the time of the law and the prophets; but 
Christ, the oath of God, the everlasting covenant, ends the law and pro- 
phets, who bringeth up to God, and destroyeth the devil, and endeth 
strife and oaths, and fulfils the law and the prqphets. 

And the everlasting command of the royal seed is, to love enemies^ 
(which the Jews were allowed to destroy,) for ye are all brethren, not 
ruling in lordship, like Jews and Gentiles, but the greatest shall be as 
.the least among you ; for the seed is one in all, and that is the master, 
who destroyeth the devil. And to respect men's persons is a transgres- 
sion of the royal law ; let there be no such thing among you. But let 
every one believe in the light, and then in it see their salvation; and ye 
will receive power to become the sons of God. Let no one have but one 
wife, for Christ hath but one, his church, which is his people. 

So in the pow& and in the bed of purity, in the singleness of vir- 
ginity, and in the beauty of holiness live, where righteousness, and ho- 
liness, and truth dwell together, and peace in the kingdom of power, 
where is the everlasting joy, peace, and dominion, and victory, where 
the bed is not defiled, but the marriage that is honourable is known ; 
m that live. 

About am I compassed wiA the virgins pure, and the undefiied ones 
are my joy. The virgins trimmed witl^ oil in th4St lamps, enter in with 
the bridegroom. And all ye virgins ptire, lose not the ornaments of 
the Lord, but wait, that ye may be married to the lamb in the ever- 
lastingj marriage, and remain with him in the world that is without 
end. G. F. 

LXXV. 

Dearly beloved friends and brethren, in the fower, and life, and seed 
of God all dwell, serving one another in love and in the wisdom of God, 
that with it ye may be ordered to the glory of the Lord God ; that no- 
thing may reign but life itself, and in it be faithful. Keep all your 
meetings, and know the power of the Lord God among you all. 

Ye must do nothing for the Lord by earthly policy, nor trust to that ; 
but wait in the power of the Lord God, and be ordered by that to his 
glory. Ye will never be right, till then, and that must keep peace 
among you. 

And take heed of highmindedness, for that will puff up that part 
which should not be exalted ; and if that come up to rule which is for 
judgment, then it will do hurtt But when he comes to reign whose 
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right it i^ then peace and goofl will are unto all men ; and no hurt in all 
the holy mouataiD of the LordT is aeen. G. F. 

LXXVL 

O all Friends I in the unchangeable Ufe and power* and seed of God 
live, and be out of the low* earthly, changeable spirit of the world, 
wUkh is given to changing and tossaig, and tempest and waves, by 
wUch dirt is cast up. Oh I therefore, the life and power of God and 
his seed live in, which never changeth, by which every <Hie may stand 
IB the power of God, and in his life and wisdom, through which ye may 
all live. And stand steadfast in the unchangeable life and seed o£God« 
which was before changings and alterings were ; and which will remain 
when they all are gone. 

So, God Almighty in that preserve you, Jn which ye ma; have the 
blesdng among you, and God's wisdom to order you, (both m^i and 
women,) to his glory; that so in his fear ye may he preserved to the 
glory of God, in his wisdom and life, in that which doA not change, in 
which ye may feel the unchangeable fellowship. 

And fri^Mk, be wise and low, and take heed of abusing the power 
of God ; but live in it, in the still life, patient, to the answering the good 
in aU, to the refreshing one of another, and not to the stumbhng. - But 
naond that which keepeth in unity, in th^fe, though never so little. 

* G. F. 

■ 

Lxxvn. 

Friendly in the measure of the life of God wait, to guide your minds 
up to the Father of life, where there is no shadow nor changing. As ye 
come^ hither, ye miist know a removing and changing of that which 
will change, ](vith that which doth not change; to that take heed to 
guide all your minds, ^at none be Ibund naked. For who are found 
naked,, they are in that which hath an end,. and doth change^ asd that 
causeth blindness. And therefore to you all this is the word of the 
Lord: in. the measure of the life wait, that it may j<^ your hearts 
unto the Father of life, that clothing and righteoifiBness ye all may come 
to receive, and come to feel your strei^h renewed from the God of all 
strength, to every one of you according to your measure, and see hka 
ibaki shows mercy. And m> live in peace* which comes from the God 
oi all peace, who bruises satan under your feet, who hath ruled. So 
here the love of God will come to be shed abroad in your hearts, which 
k>ve is one, and doth not change ; in it dwell, and grow and aboundj that 
over all that which is contrary to the Lord of life, who destroys death. 
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;e may rdgn every one over your own hearts^ and litttd> and Vile oSkc* 
tions, and your former vile conversation, dispositioiiy and nature, and 
wills. 80 that ye may come to know the saints' state, unto whom all 
things were hecome new, and the old things were passed away ; and 
that which doth not change, which is new, that mind, to guido all your 
minds up to the living God, from whence light, life, and power 
comie. So in it the Lord God of life preserve you, that to him ye may 
be a sweet smelling savour; for <bat which will corrupt, and dotih cor- 
rupt, and will grow ragged, and come to be torn, and will die of itsdf, 
atid will wither, fade, and stink in the nostrils of God, is that which is 
coatrary to the measure of the life of God, and is with the light condems- 
ed. Therefore wait, (I do warn you all in the presence of the living 
God») in the measure of the life of God, in it to grow up in love, in vir- 
tue, and in immortality, in that which doth not fade,, which joins atfed 
unites your hearts together ; and that all that may with the light be 
condenmed, which is contrary to it For that which doth defile, is out 
of God's kingdomi*iuid h with the light seen and condemned ; in which 
light the children of the light walk» and have unity one with another, 
and with the son of God, from whence it comes. 

And, my dear friends, keep your meetings, and ye will feel the seed 
of God among you all, though never a word be spoken among you. But 
be faithful, that ye may answer that of God in every one^ And do not 
Aeglect your talents, but be %ithful in the power and life of God, v^uch 
ye have received. And dwell in the life, and f^wer, and love of God 
one with another. ' ^ G. F« 

LXXVIIL 

FriendS) in the power and life of God dwell, in unity one with anotlier, 
that with the life of God ye may answer that of God in everjf (»ie. 
And keep down and low, that nothing may reign but life among you; 
and unto the power <^ God be obedi^it And^ friends, the going from 
the life and power into the changeable things, there is the strife, which 
tiie life is over ; by which power of God all things were made, wherein 
wisdcMu is received to order all things to his glory. So, the seed, Christ, 
in you all know, which goes over the earth, and inherits the promise 
of God; that ye may be all heirs of the promise of God. And cease 
from your own words, but in the power live ; for it breaks down rocks, 
naountains, old and sandy foundations, and (be bond of iniquity, s^ 
noakes up the breach between God and man, and breaks down that 
which made the breach. So the seed know one in another, which seed 
ifi Christ; who according to the flesh was of Abraham, and according 
to the spirit, the son of God. And this is the word of the Lord God to 
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all FrieDcb, and a chacge to you from the liord God, to live in peace 
one with another, and that the peace, life, and wisdom of God may 
rule you all. G. F 

^ lXKIK.--^To all Friends, to abide in their callings. 

To all dear Friends, who are called, who are enlightened, whose 
minds are turned from the world's W6rships*and teachers, having your 
eye to the light and guide within, which is leading you out of this dark 
world, and your old, vain conversations, towards God and the vfoAA 
which is without end; mercy and peace from God the Father be mul- 
tiplied among you ! £very one of you abide in your calling, waiting 
upon God where he hath called you. . And take heed of reasoning with^ 
flesh and blood, for there disobedience, pride, and presumption will 
arise; and there ye will grow up to be trees that bear no fruit, and as 
a fig tree which beareth leaves and no fruit^ and as wells without water. 
Oh ! therefore, mind the pure, which would l^ad jmx out of this cor- 
ruptible, heathenish, dark world and its vain ways, and from destruction 
said death to life. And so the Lord God of power bless you, guide you, 
and preserve you on in your way towards the holy ci^, being called 
out of the unholy city; for he that hath called you is holy. Now many 
are called but few are chosen. Oh ! therefore, abide in that which 
hatti called you, (which is holy and puiy,) up to him who k holy and 
pure, and let the timt past of your evil ways be sufficient, wherein ye 
have lived in wickedness, an4r in the ways of this imtoward generation ; 
lest your minds turn back into Egypt and the world, and so cause 
the worthy name of the Lord to be blasphemed, (which hath called 
you,} by -turning aside, and growing into hardness of heart, and turning 
from a pure conscience, and making shipwreck of it, and of faith. For 
ye May see, how far many may go, and did go, and were led out of 
%iany things ; yet did turn again into the world. So mind your present 
goide, and your present condition, and your call, what ye are caHed 
from, and what ye are called to ; folr whom the Lord hath called and 
chosen, are the Lord's freemen. And so, abide every one in your call- 
ing with God, where God hath called you, and there walk in newness 
ofilife, and not in the oldness of the letter; for he that turneth from 

I him that calleth, walks not in the life of God. Therefore, all Friends, 

mralk in the truth and in the love of it up to God; and every one in 

jj^ticular mind your gi|ide, that ye may grow up in wisdom, and im- 

^Bive your own talents, and the gift which Grod hath given you. And 

^IllLe b^d of words without life, for they tend to draw you out of the 

l^piper to live above the truth, and out of your conditions ; which nature 
«<iljtt not have peace, except it have words. But every particular sub- 
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mit to that which is of Grod in you, to guide you to God. And be ye 
all servants io the truth, and diligent in your callings, and serve one 
another in love, in which ye can wash one another's feet So, serve 
one another in love, and do not lavish out yourselves without the fear 
of God ; such are clouds without water, which have the words but not 
the power, flown up into the air ; which have a light, and yet are as 
wandering stars, which lead up into tbb presumption ; and thou that 
art there, thy garments are defiled, for thou goestfrom the spirit which 
should sanctify thee I for ye are sanctified through obedience to the 
spirit. Therefore every particular, walk in the spirit and obey it, then 
ye will all have unity one with another in the spirit, and ye will se^, 
knowledge, tongues and prophecies shall cease ; but he that cometh to 
the end, to him who openeth all truth, is blessed. 

Therefore, all friends, obey that which is pure within you, and know 
one another in that which brings you to wait upon the Lord ; that ye 
may all witness a living soul, and yourselves to be come out of death. For 
these things ye must all find within, there is your peace, and there 
refreshing comes into your souls from the Lord. And standing still in 
the light within, and therein waiting, ye will see your saviour, Christ 
Jesus, raising you up out of death ; by which work he is glorified. For 
the works of the Lord praise him, which are wondrous to the world* 
Now every one in particular, mind the pure in you, for the chaste vir- 
gins follow Jesus Christ, the laiub of God, who takes away the sins of 
the world; and who are not chaste, v^U not fottow him. For that in 
every particular of you, which is not chaste, will not submit to the pure, 
which would guide you to €rod, but rather submit to their own thoughts, 
and follow them, and run after them and their own wills, and seek to 
accomplish them ; and so run out into that generation whose.ithoughts 
vrere not as God's thoughts, nor ways as God's ways. Therefore watch 
all, and abide all in your callii^; the light is that which will let you 
see your trani^ession and your running aside, and the by-paths and 
crooked ways, and the generation of serpents and vipers. And this light 
18 Christ, which showeth these things. Now, before these things be 
known and judged %f aright, judgment must be brought forth into vic- 
tory, and set up in the earth, where this state is witnessed. 

Now the woman, (which is the church,) must be subject to her hus- 
band in all things. Jesus Christ is the husband ; in every thing she 
must be subject to him. Who are in the flesh know nothing of this 
in the first nature, for it is the mystery which the apostle speaks of; 
and so it is a mystery still, but where it is opened and made manifest, 
such are subject to the husband Christ Jesus. Now take heed of get- 
ting these word» into the comprehension, and the light mind speaking 
tliem» there is danger; but that ye may all wait to be comprehended 
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of, and to walk in the truth. My little children in the Lord God 
Almighty, this is my joy, that ye be all ordered and guided by the 
mighty power of God, and dwell in it, and know it in one another, and 
know the voice that speaketh, and the sound of the words, and power 
of them. For words without power destroy the simplicity, and bring 
up into a form, and out of the obedience of the truth. And therefore, 
walk in the power of the trutB, that the name of the Lord God may be 
glorified among you, and his renown may be seen in you and among 
you, and all the world may be astonished, and the Lord admired in 
ordering of his people, who are guided by his wisdom, and in it found. 
And take heed of running out, to make conceited ones wise^ for then 
thou wilt consume that which the Lord hath given thee up<m their 
lusts, and so give holy things unto dogs, and a pearl to a swine for want 
of wisdom, and savour, and salt, and discerning. Therefore have salt 
in yourselves, and be low in heart; the light is low in you, and it will 
teach you to be low, and to learn that lesson of Jesus Qirist, to tbe 
plucking down all the high thoughts and imaginations. And take heed 
of strife in your minds; and if there be, then glory not, for it is the vain 
mind, and it is not good. Let no strife be amongst you, and let none 
seek for the highest place, for there is the separated Pharisee ; but be 
lowly-minded, condescending one to another in a low degree, and bear 
one with another in patience ; and be not high-minded, but fear. And 
all who are servants, labour in love, as unto God, for ' the earth is the 
I:x>rd'8, and thefulnen thereof;' and labour in singleness, as unto the 
Lord. And all who have families, rule in the power and love of God, 
that Htmt love may be head among you. For the time is coming, that 
it shall be, ' as with the servant, so with the master ; and as with the 
maid, so with her mistress.' For it is one seed that hath raised them 
up with one power, out of one grave, one deatii, which seed all the 
^promises of God are to ; and as thou passest out of death, thou shaAt 
witness tbe promises of God fulfilled, wbich are to the seed, destroying 
the one and raising up the other in thee. So all Friends, this is to 
you who kndw the voice of the living God, and know your calling, 
stand hstf and waver not, lest ye lose your recfmpeq^e of reward) 
but stand fast, that ye may receive the recompense of reward. For 
God is just in all his ways, and abideth faithful. Turn not aside, lest 
he whet his sword, and cut you asunder; for ye that do, the wo £»!• 
loweth you. 

Therefore, all Friends, mind that whkh is of God in you, which is 
pure, which is but one, to guide you to the Father of life, who gives 
you food, and raiment, and strength; that ye may gather strength, »id 
flourish, and your souls delight themselves in fatness, and feed alid eat 
of the abundance of riches with him and from him wbicb filletb all 
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things, and of the daily bread which cometh from above, which none 
can feed upon, but who are above the world ; for who are below, never 
could nor would, but are ready to stone them that confess, they eat of 
the bread of life, and would give of it to tbem« Dear friends, wait 
upon the Lord, that all of you may grow up in the inward man, and 
b^ C(Hnforted and cherished there, in the things that be eternal. So 
with bowels of love to you all, I rest 

Read this among Friends, who have an understanding, and are called 
of the Lord ; and so farewdl ! 

And stand in the will of the Lord, and be obedient to him. An4 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, which teacheth you to deny all 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, that grace fill and establish your hearts, 
that your hearts ma; grow up in that grace to God, from whence all 
gifts aad graces come. Amen. 

- And all Friends, take heed of unruliness, and vain talking and talk- 
era, for such are not obedient to the truth ; therefore avmd and shun it 
and them. ^ G. F. 

LXXX^ — Ta seek ike kingdom of God first 

Frioids, seek the kingdom of God first, and the righteousness there- 
cf, and those things, 'what ye shall eat, and what ye shall drink, and 
ivberewith ye shall be clothed,' will be added, and will follow. There- 
fore take no thought, what ye shall eat, nor what ye shall drink, nor 
wherewithal ye shall be clothed; for the Gentiles seek after these 
things, who seek not after the king^m of God and the righteousness 
of it. But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and the righteousness of 
it And consider the lilies of the field, and who clothes the earth with 
glass, and who feeds the young ravens, when they cry. And the king- 
dom of heaven being sought after, and the righteousness of it, he that is 
here lives out of the creatures up to the Creator, which difiers himfrom 
the peofde of the world, who take thought, (which thoughts they live in,) 
* what they shall eat, what they shall drink, and what they shall put on*' 
And they that be there, are out of the wisdom^of God, which the saints are 
in, that have sought and found the kingdom of God and his righteous- 
ness; which (wisdom) brings them to use the creatures to his glory; 
whether they eat, or whether they drink, all is done to the praise and 
glory of God. Such as abide there, can do nothing against the truth, 
which truth hath made them free indeed ; who into the kingdom of the 
dear son of God are come, which is without end, who over the king- 
doms of the world reigneth.' G. F. 
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All Friends every where, to you this is the word of the Lord (rod : 
^Kvell in the life and power of God, and the seed of God, which inherit^ 
etb the promise of God ; that all light, hasty, airy, drunken spirits may 
be limited and stopped, and judged, and all foolishness and unsavouri- 
ness, and confusion, (which causeth distraction,) the cause of it may be 
taken away, and all ye kept in the authority and power of the truths 
that know the power of God manifested among you. And ye knowing 
it, and the life, dwell all in it, and abuse it in nowise ; but wait for the 
wisdom of God, that it may be justified of her children, and God glori- 
fied, and honoured, and exalted, and the preciousness of his truth conn- 
dered well of, which ye have bought ; and do not sell it for changeable 
things, for things that pass away, and subsist but for a time. But as 
the glorious truth is springing and manifest among you ally live and 
walk worthy of what ye are called unto, the high calling in God and 
Christ Jesus, above all the world, out of all that which doth change, 
where the life that is immortal is felt, and a crown that fadeth not 
away, a crown of life that endureth for ever ! Live ip the dominioii 
of the life that is hid in God, and every particular know it. in one an- 
other. And live in the power of God, and of life, that ye may see over 
the day of tempest, over the day of darkness, and blackness, and mstai 
and feel, and know, and come into that which comprehends the world; 
that ye all may be guided with wisdom, and ordered to God's glory. 
And be all obedient to the truth, which all the enmity is out of; and 
know the life of God in you all, that with it ye may all be guided, and 
your hearts joined tc^ether up to Grod, the Father of life ; that ye may 
all be inheritors of the power of an endless life, and of the world, where 
there is no end, and possessors of substance. And feel the seed of God 
in you all, which inherits the promise from God ; which seed is atop of 
tht serpent's head. And keep that under that feeds upon dust, which 
the glory and life are over; which seed breaks the strength of aH men, 
and inherits the strength of the Almighty, the possessor of heaven and 
earth; which seed is Christ, that gives the dominion over the first 
Adam, over the earthly, and brings down all that which stains. So 
feel the seed, which is Christ in you all, and ye all will feel the Lamb 
of Grod ' which taketh away the sins of the world,' who gives to see, 
where there, is no shadow, nor change, nor altering, nor variableness; 
wherein ye all may come to inherit the blessings from God, and come 
into the living way. For whose way dies, they err from the living 
principle of God in them ; for who walk in the way that lives, they 
answer the principle of God in every man ; though they act contrary 
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to it that are in the way that dies^ and do not live, but change and 
alter : and to you this is t^e word of the Lord. So the Lamb must 
get the victory in every one ofyou, which is Christ in the male and in 
the female; who brings into the Father's house, (from all the congre- 
gations of the dead, and their houses of darkness,) wherein every one 
comes to have his mansion, and his food of life from God the Father of 
life, who is blessed for evermore ! Whose kingdom and glory is re- 
vealed and revealing, and setting up in the hie, and power, and wisdom 
of God. The Lord God Almighty preserve and keep you all in Ipve, 
in peace and unity one with another, in the light and covenant with 
€rod, and one with another ; which light is the condemnation of all that 
hate it. 

And my dear lambs, and babes, and plants of the Lord God, dweH 
every one of you in your own, that ye may feel the precious springs of 
God. 

And, friends, all dwell in the authority of the truth, the power of 
the son of God, and feel the power and dread of the Lamb, which is 
to subdue all other powers. All power in heaven and in earth is giv^i 
to the son; and his authority stands over the world, and wiU subdue it, 
and make the kingdoms of the world to become the kingdoni of the son 
of God» So, live in love, meekness, patience, and in the power and 
wisdom of God, which are over all the world. 

Sonnd, sound the trumpet of the hard of hosts, whose terrible day 
is jcome and coming, and pleading with all flesh by fire and sword. 

The mighty day of the Lord is coming upon all flesh, that all hearts 
flhall be ripped up and made manifest : therefore whilst ye have time, 
repent 

This is the message of the Lord to all nations, let all your laws be 
according to tibat of God in all consciences. G. F. 

LXXXIL 

The word of the Lord to all Friends, who are brought into the eter- 
nal truth of God, whose minds are guided out of the earth up to the 
Lord, (whose it is,) and have received wisdom from Grod; that with it 
ye may come to know how to order the creation with the wisdom by 
which all things were made. This I chaise you and warn you all in 
the fear of the living God, that no creatures be destroyed through 
dothfulness, laziness, and filthiness, nor upon the lust ; for if ye let that 
rule and be set up, that is for condemnation, and that which sets it up, 
is for condemnation with the light, that leads to the wisdom, by whidi 
the creation must be ordered. And, friends, to the light in you all I 
•peak : see that there be no slothfulness amongst you, but all ke^p in 
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diligeace and litelinesa ; for be that is slothful, and gets the foitn, may 
have an easeful mind, but is an evil example: and all such must be 
judged with the light, that they may come to know the servant's place> 
and be diligent. And such who have gone up and down a hefting, if 
ye have received any such amcmgst you, with the light, which hath 
convinced them, see that they be kept in diligence, and not suffered to 
wander, but be kept in obedience to the light, to receive the wisdom 
from God, how to labour in the creation ; and see that they have things 
decent and necessary, and their nakedness covered, that no reproach 
nor shame may come upon the truth amongst such as. are without ; but 
that with the light all such may be condemned who act contrary to 
it: that in the light which condemns the world, ye may walk, and re- 
ceive the ligbt'of the son of God, which the world stumbles at, which 
is their condemnation, and in which the saints have unity. And all 
being kept diligent, and walking in the light, there will be no slothfbl* 
Bess; and then none shall have self-ends in receiving any, but those 
ends shall be judged with the %ht which is eternal. Nor no one can 
come in amongst you, which hath such ends, to make a prey upon ymi; 
but ye dwelling in the light which is eternal, he is juc^ed, and hm 
self-ends, with the light which is eternal; which is one with the lighi 
in his conscience, which condenms him. Then if he own his condemna- 
tion, he is to be received amxmgst you in the light, in which ye all have 
unity with Christ and with God. And to you this is the counsel of God. 

G. F. 

To go amongd Friends every vihere, 

LXXXIII. 

Dear friends in the eternal truth of God, whose minds by the li^t 
of Jesus Christ are turned towards God, meet often together in the fear 
of the Lord, and to the light take heed, that with it all your minds may 
be kept up to God, from whence it comes. And in all your meetings 
wait low in his fear, that ye may come to know the life and power of 
truth one in another. And all ye whom the Lord hath made overseers 
over his church in your several places, be faithful to .the Lord, and 
watch over the flock of Christ with all diligence ; ye which are strong 
watch over the weak, and stir up that which is pure one in another; 
see that all your meetings be kept in order. Be faithful unto the Lord 
where he hath set you, and ye shall not lose your reward* Servants, 
be faithful unto your masters, not with eye service, serving them as 
men pleasers, but in singleness of heart, as unto the Lord ; that ye may 
come to undo the heavy burdens; being faithful in your places, where 
the^Lord hath set you, there is your right service. And take heed of 
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fbrward TsAtASf nhd 6f mnmiig out before your gtide, for that leads out i 
into loodehess ; and such plead for liberty, and run out m their wills, and 
bring disfabnoulr to the Lord^ and the unbridled will gets at liberty, and 
an exalted spirit gets up, and pride, and haughtiness, and high words. 
And such are they who add to the burden, and do not take it o£ 
Therefore all wait low in the fear of the Lord^ and be not hasty nor 
rash, but see the way be made clear; and as the Lord doth move you, 
so do, and return with speed, (when ye have done,) to the place where 
ye were abiding, and be faithful the~re ; that the truth of God be not 
evil spoken of through you, as they speak of vagabonds and wanderers, 
that it may not be so among you. For such are vagabonds and wan- 
derers, who run before their guide. And masters rule over your ser- 
vants in love, with all diligence and meekness, knowing that ye have 
otie master in heaven. And friends, in all places, where any go 
abroad, as they pass by examine them, whither they are going, and 
what about? And if they cannot give a good account, exhort them 
to return back, ^nd abide faithful in their places imti) they see their 
way made clear. So farewell in the Lord. The eternal Crod of poWer 
and wisdom direct and guide you to his eternal praise^ that his name 
may be honoured and glorified in you and through you all ! Be diligent 
every one in your places, where the Lord hath set you, for the ^6rk 
of the Lord is great; and God Almighty keep you to be faithful labour-' 
ers in his work. 

From one who is a lover of your souls, and whose care is over the 
church of God, that it may be kept in order, and that all, that are 
guided by his spirit, may be led into all good order. G. F. 

JLondonj the \bth of the M month, 1655. 

LXXXIV. — To Friends y to sit under their own vine. 

My dear Friends, sit every one of you under your own vine, and there 
none shall make you afraid ; and in that ye will bring forth fruit to God 
abundantly, to his praise. And as ye abide in the vine, ye will all be- 
come heirs of Christ, and come all to know the seed, which is heir o£ 
the power of the world where there is no end, and heirs of the king- 
dom, and so possess that And live in the seed, the top stone, which 
was before enmity was, in which ye will feel unity ^nd virtue, and 
love and peace ; in that keep your meetings. G. F. 

LiXXXV: — wfn Epistle to Friends, that with the light they may 

' see their salvation. 

FxieiMb^— All to the %ht> which Jesus Christ hath enlightened you 
withal^ take heed» that with the Hght of CSirist, the saviour of your soula, 
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ye may all come to see and enjc^ rest ; and the new covenant ye may 
all witness, where ye need no man to teach you, saynig, know the Lord. 
And this light shows you sin, and the evil of the world, >and the lust of 
it, and the vain fashions of it, that pass away, and the unHghteousness, 
and the ungodliness of it; for they are not in covenant with God, but 
are contrary to the light, and to be condemned with the light. There- 
fore to the hght I direct you, that with it ye may see yourselves; then 
in it stand, that with it ye may see Jesus, from whence it comes. And 
join not with your vain thoughts, nor that which doth consult, and 
set and frame ways ; there is the idol maker, and the image maker, and 
the founder of the images, whom ye will see with the light, if ye take 
heed to it. And so, the founder of the image will be destroyed, and 
with that ye will come to hear the voice of the son of Grod; and who 
hears his voice shall live. And Stephen, who was stoned to death, wit- 
nessed the substance, and Moses' words fulfilled, who said, ^ Like unto me 
will God raise up a prophet, him shall ye hear.' He heard this prophet, 
and denied the first temple and priests ; and so, to deny that which 
God had ccnnmanded was more than to deny these which God i^ever 
commanded. Therefore consider in your life time, how much time ye 
have spent in hearing them, and what assurance ye have of the eter- 
nal Ibheritance which never, fades away ! G. F. 

LXXXVI. — To Friends in London. 

There is something drawing towards you, see to it. Take heed of 
the earth, and keep atop of that which will cumber the mind ; and 
dwell in love and peace one with another. G. F. 

LXXXVII. 

Friends, — ^In the power of the Lord go forth, and gather with it into 
' the fold, and spread the name and truth of the Lord abroad ; and in his 
service be diligent, and for his truth be valiant on the earth, and for 
his name's sake. And dwell in that which will pierce the hearts of the 
heathen, and will overturn their heathenish customs, and take away 
their false covers ; and in that power of the Lord be diligent, answer- 
ing the witness of God in all consciences. And dwell in peace and love 
amongst yourselves; confound the deceit, and bring the truth over the 
heads of the heathen, to the answering the witness of God in them all. 
And that is the word of the Lord to you. And live'in the seed, and there 
ye will feel the ministry of the life and spirit in your own particulars ; 
in which ye may be serviceable to others that are without, and 
amongst yourselves. And let the heathen know that the pli^es, and 
curses^ and wrath, and wo are unto them that live out of the truth ; for 
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vnutht envy, and strife is out of the truth, and the vengeance of God is 
due to them that do not obey it, where is the burning, flaming fire. 
And let them know that the glory of the Lord is risen. 

And walk in the power of the Lord, and in his wisdom, that in places 
where ye do come, ye may season them, and be all of a good savour in 
the hearts of all, and to the Lord a blessing in your generation. 

G. F. 

LXXXVIIL 

Friends, — ^Meet ti^ether,. waiting upon the Lord, that nothing but 
the life may reign among you ; and that in life, love, and wisdom ye 
may grow up. And in the measure of the grace of God all wait to 
guide you minds up to God. And all Friends, I do lay it upon you 
to see, that in order all your meetings be kept So the Lord God Al- 
mighty keep you all to his glory, in his wisdom to himself. Amen. 

G. F. 

To he read among aU Friends at their meetings. 

LXXXIX.—For Fli/mouth. 

Friends, — Keep your meetings, that in the truth ye may reign, and 
in the power spread it abroad. And keep in the truth, lliat ye may 
see aiid feel the Lord's presence amongst you ; and for it be valiant 
upon the earth, and know one another in the power of it. So the Lord 
God Almighty preserve you in his power to his glory! Amen. 

G. F. 

XC. 

Friends, — ^AU ye whose minds are turned with the light towards Je- 
sus Christ, from whence it comes, in it wait, that with it ye may all 
see Jesus, and all that condemned which is contrary to it; that so by 
that ye may be kept from all extremes, passions, agonies, and hastiness, 
presumption, and desperation. For dwelling in the light which doth 
never change, this keeps your minds out of all those things before men- 
tioned, which lead nature out of its true course; and with the light all 
that is seen and condemned, which is contrary to it. And that which 
doth cmidemn, keeps you in peace and order, and leads to the door of 
mercy, and nature into its right course, and into the virtue of that word 
by which the creatures were made, and with it to use them all to his 
glory. Which light is the condemnation of the carnal Wisdom and 
knowle^e of the wicked world, and the condemnation of the disobe- 
dient, and the condemnation of them whose deeds are evil, who hate 
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the light. Which brings to witness the word to b# as a fire, to bum 
up that which is to be condemned, and to the purging of the floor, and 
burning the chaff with unquenchable fire, and to the gathering of the 
wheat into the garner. Therefore, in this light dwell ai^d wait» from 
which the true words did proceed, that with it all those words may be 
opened again, and all they condemned with the light which have the 
words, and act contrary to it ; such must go empty away. And to you 
this is the word of the Lord, that ye may come to have savour and salt 
in yourselves. For dwelling in the light, ye will be manifest to the 
light in their consciences, (though they hate it,) who have the words 
declared from the light ; such go ^mpty away from Crod, who is light - 
And all they who abide in the light of the Lord, see all such to be oat 
of the true course of nature, who act cratrary to the light, which de- 
files the flesh; and they are such who were of old ordained to condem* 
nation with the light. 6. F. 

XCL — A General Epiatle for Friends^ cancerning the Priests. 

All Friends, in the spirit of the living God wait upon God, to learn of 
and to be taught by him. For now doth the beast open his mouth in 
blasphemy, speaking great swelling words. And now' is the cage of 
unclean birds, and the unclean spirits, which are gone forth into tiie 
earth, seen. And now are the locusts seen, and the caterpillars known. 
And now are the seven thunders uttering their voices. And now are 
the hailstones falling, and the vials of *the wrath of God pouring out 
upon the beast and the false prophet. And now are the whited walls 
seen, and the painted sepulchres, who garnish the sepulchres of the 
righteous, and build the tombs of the pr<^hets, full of dead men's bones. 
Now are the inwardly ravening wolvesf seen, which have gotten the 
sheep's, clothing. Ahd now are the false prophets seen, which through 
covetousness make merchandise of the people. And now are the thistles^ 
and briars, and thorps, where th^ figs do not grow, seen. And now axe 
they seen which make merchandise of the words of the prophets, Christ, 
and the apostles, and through pretence make long prayers; who devour 
widows' houses. And now are such known, who lead silly women cap- 
tive, who are always learning, and never able to come to the know- 
ledge of the truth, some thirty, forty, some sixty years. And now are 
such known and seen, and manifest with the light, that Christ spake of» 
that should beat his followers in the synagogues, and bale them before 
magistrates for his name's sake ; yea, if they killed them, dbould think 
they did God good service. And now are such teachers seen and knowa, 
that sport th^QQselves in the day-time, and walk after th^ir own ungodly 
lu9ts. And now such are seeQ that go in Cain's way^ whowoukl n^r- 
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der, and do murder in their hearts, who are id envy, who are the va- 
gabondSy and the fugitives, who have not a habitation in God, who is 
love. And now are such seen and known, that go in Balaam's way, 
that love the wages of unrighteousness, gifts and rewards. And now 
are such seen and known, that bear rule by their means, and the peo- 
ple love to have it so ; holding up the horrible and filthy thing com- 
mitted in the land, as in Jeremy. And now are such shepherds seen 
aad known, as seek for their gain from their quarters. Now are such 
seen and known, ts seek for the fleece and the wool, and make a prey 
upon the people ; and such as are hirelings, which the Lord sent Eze- 
kiel and Micah to a*y against. And now are such seen and known, 
which our Lord Jesus Christ cried wo against ; who stand praying in 
the n^rn^gogues, having the chiefest seats in the assemblies, called of 
men masters, which devour widows' houses. And now are such deceivers 
seen and known, that by their lies and lightness have caused the peo- 
ple to err ; which speak a divination of their own brain, and use theii* 
tongues, and say, the Lord sent them, when he never sent them. And 
now are the mockers and scomers come, which the scriptures speak of, 
which tnock^ stone, and persecute the children of the light, as they pass 
up and down the streets ; and many have been almost murdered in the 
l^hways and steeple-houses by them. And now is the scripture ful- 
filled, which saith, * That the beast and the dragon shall make war 
a^inst the lamb and the saints ; for such are manifest now, who are 
as natural brute beasts, what they know they know naturally, having 
not the life that gave forth the scriptures ; but are found in the self- 
separation, (front the spirit of God,) having gotten the words, which 
were declared from the spirit of God, murdering and destroying, (as 
mTCh as in thefii lieth;) those that are in the light and life of those 
holy men of God, that gave forth the scriptures. Now the shame of all 
flieir profession is seen, which is abomination unto the Lord, who 
profess the words declared from the light of God» but are strangers to 
the light and life. And now the unsavoury things are smelled, tasted 
of, and seen to be among many of the professors of religion, who ar© 
more like swine rending, and like ck^s biting and devouring one another* 
than like the children of the light. Which doth manifest them to be 
contrary to the light ; which all that are contrary td, with the fight 
condemned. 6* F« 
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XCIL — To all the seed of Mraham^ who suffer far denying the 
world's customs, and because they cannot hold up the corrupt 
priesthood that is therein; or for testifying against the worlds 
that the works thereof are evil. 

i 

All Friends and brethren every where, that are imprisoned for the 
truth, give yourselves up in it, and it will make you free, and the power 
of the Lord will carry you over all the persecutors, which was ^ before 
they were. For since the beginning hath this persecution got up; 
therefore live and reign in that power which remains when the other 
is gone, and in that ye will have peace and unity with God, and one 
with another, who suffer ^ for not putting into the false prophets 
mouths,' and for crying against them, and for not swearing, and not 
giving the world's compliments and their honour, which the Lord is 
staining ; and who are suffering for reproving sin in the gate. Be faith- 
ful in the life and power of the Lord God, and be valiant for the truth 
on the earth, and look not at your sufferings, but at the power of God, 
and that will bring some good out in all your sufferings ; and your im- 
prisonments will reach to the prisoned, that the persecutor prisons in 
himself. So be faithful in your sufferings in the power of the Lord, 
who suffer now by a false priesthood for their tithes, oaths, temples, which 
have got up since the apostles' days. For as the apostles and true 
christians suffered for denying the Jewish temple, priesthood, tithes, 
and oaths, so ye do by the false, and amongst the apostatized christians, 
who are got up since the apostles' days. So the power, and life, and 
wisdom of the Lord God Almighty keep you, and preserve you, to finish 
your testimony to the end, that ye may witness every one of you a 
crown of life eternal, in which ye may sing praises to the Lord, and in 
that triumph! And so, be faithful in that which overcomes, and gives 
victory. G. F. 

XCIII. — That Friends should have a sense of one another^s suffer- 

ings. 

Friends, in the power of the Lord God live, which goes over the 
heads of all the world, that so in the power ye may witness forth the 
truth in their courts; and then if ye suffer, ye by suffering will get do- 
minion over their heads. And lay down and offer up your lives for one 
another. And here is the love of, and unto the brethren manifest, to 
lay down their lives one for another. But the love of Christ is further, 
he laid down his life for his enemies. So dwell low in the life, that ye 
may answer that of God in every one. R F. 
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XCIV. 

Friends, I warn and exhort you all in the presence of the Lord 
Gody dwell in the measure which God hath given you of himself, in 
which is no strife, but unity. Therefore every one of you dwell in it. 
And this I do warn you of, * boast not yourselves above your measures,' 
but dwell in the truth itself; that with the measure of the living spirit 
of the living God ye may be guided up to God, in which spirit ye will 
all have unity, in the least measure of it. And so every one of you judge 
self, for it would have the mastery ; which is to be condemned with the 
light, in which is unity. So the eternal God of light, and life, and pow- 
er be with you all, and in you all ! And keep from all strife, and above 
it in love and unity in every place. 

And friends, the going from the life into' the changeable, is the cause 
of strife and confusion. G. F. 

XCV. 

Grow in the increase of God, my dear children, and know all your 
assurance in the Lord, and the seed in every one of you, which the 
promise of God is to. And be obedient to the just, and in the truth of 
God walk, and the love of it And my dear hearts, in the seed dwell, 
which gives the victory over the world, and that in the wisdom ye may 
be preserved, which bruises the contrary under foot; whereby ye may 
reign in the life of God, to be as nursers and wiaterers of the plants, and 
that all the contrary may be kept under ; that in the eternal power of 
God ye may be kept^ which gives dominion over all, and coi^emneth 
the contrary. In which power the Lord God Almighty preserve you 
to his glory. Amen. 

live in the life of God, and feel it 

And, friends, take heed of being hurried with many thoughts ; but 
live in that which goes over them all. G. F. 

XCVI. — A warning to Friends to keep to the light j out of deceit and 

strife, in unity. 

Friends, — I warn and exhort you all in the presence of the Lord 
God, to meet together in the measure of life, that with it ye may be 
guided up to God, and in unity kept together up to him, the Father of 
light and life ; and God Almighty be with you ! And that the dread and 
terror of the Lord may be among you, and deceit confounded ; and that 
with the measure of Kfe all your minds may be guided up to God, that 
so ye all may be kept in peace and love. And let this be sent among 
Friends, to be read in all their meetings. G. F. 
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XCVII.— 7b a Friend. 

Stand in the will of God, with thy own will offered up, as his iiras 
who said, ' Not my will, but thine be doxx^.* And beware of striving in 
thy own will against the eternal providence and power, which. is now 
working invisibly, cross itnd contrary to all the powers of darkness* And 
wait in the fear of the Lord, that thy duty to the Lord thou mayst 
know, whose everlasting love is to liiee ; whose blessing reacheth unto 
thee, if thou be faithful with faithful Abraham, who received the bless- 
ing, and to his seed after him. So beware, lest throt^h thy forweurd** 
ness and rashness thou bring the curse upon thee, and so lureak thy 
peace in covenant with the Lord God. The everlasting God give thee 
faith in Christ Jesud, in whom the promise is yea and amen, ^G. F. 

XCVIIL 

Dear friends, stand in th^ faith, which gives the victory over all the 
world, in which ye all will have victory, and so come to be of Abraham's 
faith, and know the word, that qmckens you, and reconciles to God, 
and hammers down the contrary. So, in the power and life of Christ 
Jesus live, and in that ye all will be preserved to his glory. G. F. 

XCIX. — To all that make mention of the name of the Lord^ and that 

profess his living truth, 

f 

Friends, — A Warning and charge to you all from the presence of the 
living G#d, to let all lightness and airiness, foolishness, wilfulness, and 
frothiness be judged in patience; let it come to the fire and be burned, 
and hay, wood, and stubble, and all that which is above the seed^'; he 
that builds there, is above the foundation, his works are to be burned, 
he will stt£fer loss. Therefore all keep down to the seed of God, and 
feel that atop of all, which seed inherits the prc»nise of God ; that 
nothing may reign but the seed itself, which inherits from God. So all 
come into the authority of God, which is not usurped, which gives the 
dominion over all the usurped authority; that ye may live all in the 
one power of the son of God, which brings all into the unity and sub- 
dues all things that cause the enmity. So, the one power, the one soul, 
the one heart, the one mind is witnessed; here the glory is revealed 
among you, and the one head, (Christ,) the seed, and ye are all of one 
family. Here is the power of the son of God known, all power being 
^iven to him ; which power and seed bruisetb the serpent's head, and 
breaks it, in which standeth the enmity. So all power is given to the 
son to rule, to subdue, and to judge. So, live in the power, and ye live 
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'm the nmtj, ye live in the peace, ye five aU m the subjection one to 
another in the fear of the Lord ; ye live all in the seed, which is onet 
which keeps atop of the head of the serpent, and keeps his head down, 
and bringeth it under. So, feel the seed of God in every particular to 
be the head in the male and in the female, and then ye come to be bone 
of his bone, and flesh of his flesh, and to inherit eveiy one the promise 
of God in the particular ; whereby ye may come to be inheritors in the 
Lord's strength, feeling it and professing it in your own particulars. 
So the seed of the serpent being kept down with the seed, which is 
Christ in the particular, be brings to see over all that is contrary. 

' G. F. 

C. — Concerning all such as set up outward crosses. 

Friends, — ^In the power of the Lord God dwell and live, that over all 
the world ye may st^hd, in that which- fathoms it, that ye may handle 
the word of God aright, which is as a hammer, and as a sword to divide 
the precious from the vile ; and is a fire, to bum up that which is ham- 
mered down, and divided from the precious. And in the wisdom of God 
wait, that ye may answer that of God in every one ; which light wUl 
bring them off those things, which they have set up in that nature, 
which is gone from the light. Which things the light goes over, and 
brings to see the beginning and ending of all those, whom Christ said 
should come, which John saw, were come, who went out from them, 
whom all the world went after; amongst whom have come up all these 
heads and horns, and Babylon, beast, and false prophet, and mother of 
harlots, who have sat upon the waters, which have been peoples, nations^ 
and languages. And these have been from the light, and so from the 
rock, and from the true foundation ; and the kings of the earth have 
drunk of the cup of her fornication. And all nations, that have been 
from the life and the foundation of God, have been in this fornication, 
from Christ the husband. So now people are to be turned by the light 
to C3irist their husband, the rock, the corner stone, and are to be 
brought from their outward crosses to the cross of Christ, the power of 
God within them, and from the dead image to the image of God, which 
t}iey have lost through their going forth from the light, and thereby 
have lost the power of God And all these crosses of wood and stone, 
and the founder of them must all be thrown down by the power of God, 
which 18 the cross of Christ; and to the light must they be turned, 
which answers to that of God in every one, before they come to feel 
Christ to rule and rdgn in them. Then the outward, dead crosses of 
stone, wood, silver, or gold they shall not need (to have) to put them 
in remembrance of Christ, or to bring him into their minds ; for such as 



104 [1655 

are come to the light winch Qirist hath enlightened them withaU and 
believe in it, they feel the power of God, they feel Christ and his cross, 
which is the power of God. G. F. 

CI. — •dn exhortation to patience in the time of suffering. 

Dear friends and brethren in the everlasting seed of God, which hath 
the wisdom, and life eternal, and dominion over all that is in the fall, 
in which the blessing of the everlasting God is known, and his life that 
never fadeth; in which seed (that hath the dominion over all that is in 
the fall) is the wisdom that is pure and gentle, which was before the 
wisdom below was. And so, all Friends, be ready to offer up yourselves 
in the power of God, joining to the suffering seed, in which ye offer up 
yourselves to God in the patience, in your sufferings, feeling the seed 
which was before that was which makes to suffer. For the lamb must 
have the victory, mark, the lamb, and not the rough nature which hath 
gotten up since man fell from God's image ; the lamb must have the 
victory over that So, give up all in the lamb's nature, that in that ye 
may all meet in life, in power, in victory, and dominion over all that 
which is in the fall, knowing the birth that will persecute, and the 
birth that is persecuted ; and knowing the birth that is born of the flesh 
and the birth that is born of the spirit. There are but these two births, and 
the elder must serve the younger; and the elder is the first birth. There- 
fore all feel Jacob, and the seed of God, then ye come to feel that which 
shall remain for ever and ever. So in that all stand and dwell, that to 
the mighty God ye may be a blessing, and a good savour in the hearts 
of all people, being valiant for the truth upon the earth. And take heed 
of grieving the spirit, but be faithful ; and take heed of provoking, and 
keep down all that with the spirit of God, that is contrary to God, by 
which ye may answer that of Gfod in every one. G. F. 

CII. 

Friends, enco^^^ge not your wives nor children,' in setting them up in 
the world's honour ; for that which would do so in you, is carnal ; and 
the carnal mind is not subject to the law of God. If ye do mind that 
which is of God in you, it will draw you up to God, out of the world's 
honour, and friendship, and words, and ways, and fellowships, and pre- 
ferments, customs, and fashions, up to God's everlasting kingdom, where 
is everlasting joy for evermore. G. F. 

cm. — To keep to the witness of Ood. 
Friends, take heed of darkness, or going beyond your bounds or limits. 
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bot keep in God% fear, thtft je may receive his wisdom from above, that 
with it ye may oitler all things to his glory, answering the witness of 
God in every one, keeping in godly sincerity and simplicity, meekness, 
patience, and humbleness, justice, truth, and mercy ; this graceth a 
government, and is a ptalse to them that do well, and is a terror to them 
that do evil. For they that do evil, go from the witness of God in their 
own conscience, and then the higher power comes over them* There^ 
fore keep to the witness of (Jod in yourselves, and that is the word of 
the Lord to you; and then ye will have the just weight, and measure, 
and balance, and true understanding, to answer the just principle of God 
in every <aie. 

Bow and submit yourselves to the power of the mighty God of hea-, 
v^n and earth, and to no deceit, and take heed of bringing any into it. 
And fake heed of respecting persons in judgment ; and Ihat is the way to 
obtain favour from the Lord, and his blessing. From him who loves your 
soul's eternal peace and good. G. F. 

CIV. 

All Friends every where, in the power of God dwell, and know that 
over all to keep you. And lose not the power of God which keeps down, 
tames, and bireaks all wild, unruly, rash, and hasty spirits, which will 
run without the power ; which spirits teach not to the seed and the 
witness of God in men, and strike not through the earthly, neither re- 
ceive wisdom to be ordered to the glory of the Lord Grod. And there 
is safety in the power ; and there is the wisdom of the Most High felt, 
and the power of the endless life. And this is the word of the Lord 
God to you all every where. Dwell in the power of the Lord God, and 
live in it ; for that brings all your souls into peace, into oneness, into 
God, from whence they come, who hath them all in his hand. And in 
the power ye will all come to feel the end of words, the life, from which 
all words of truth were given forth ; and all hasty, rash, loose, lustful 
spirits, the power will strike down, for they beget nothing to God, but 
go out of his dread. Thei-efore this is the word of the Lord God, and 
a charge unto all Friends upon the earth, to dwell all in his power ; then 
his dread, fear, terror, and majesty will be with you, and amongst you 
ail, to cleanse, '^ash, water, regenerate, and sanctify every one's vessel, 
who will be thereby fitted for the Lord's use. So that the power being 
lived in, it keeps you over all * the world in the dread and majesty of 
truth, in cleanness and newness of life ; and to know the wrath of the 
lamb against all his enemies. And the power of the Lord God will strike 
drown the lust that causeth pride, strife, and contention; it will bring 
ypu to live in love and unity one with another, aAd to know the king- 

Vot. Vll. 1^ 
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dom of the Most Highi that stands in power, ruling in you all. And att 
your crowns it will lay down, that are nunrtal, and will raise up the seed 
and bring life and iniDiortality to light ; where the crown that is im- 
mortal is ^known, and the glory that fadeth not away is possessed. 
And all spirits that are unruly and out of the power, must be judged 
with it, and kept subject; for that which lives in the power, is begotten 
by the seed Cihrist, the new man, that is made after God in righteous* 
ness and holiness. This birth is of the immortal seed by the word and 
will of God, not begotten or brought forth by the will of man. And 
none quench the spirit's movings in the least degree, nor none go be- 
yond. And feed not upon that, which dies of itself, but on that which 
Cometh from above. Know the son of man's flesh, which is your bread, 
and his blood, which is your drink ; which who eats and drinks of, hun- 
gers no more, nor thirsts no more, but hath the endless life. Nor any. 
write, print, nor speak, (for God,) but as ye are moved of the Lord God ; 
for that reacheth to that of God in others, and is efiectual. Nor any 
stop writing or speaking, when ye are moved with the 3pirit of the 
Lord God, for the power of the Lord God is to order, and to keep down 
that which would be hasty, or that which would not be obedient, for 
that leads into the wilderness, (each way,) which the power, and life, 
and^eed of God must be set atop of, which keeps you over the worlds 
and brings you to the beginning. 

And all Friends every where, in all your meetings know and feel the 
power, and the seed (that is the heir of the promise) of the Lord God 
amongst you, over you, and in you ; then in that ye will feel the pre- 
sence of the Lord God dwelling in the midst of you. And to the Lord 
your hearts will be brought, and it will bring you nigh cme to another, 
and to come into sweet love and unity, and into easiness and openness 
of heart ; and keep you over all that which would stain you, or hurt 
you, or defile you. Whereby wisdom shall be given to you, with which 
ye shall be ordered to God's glory ; whereby ye shall feel his blessing, 
and order the creatures to his praise. And the gospel ye shall be shod 
with. And standmg and dwelling in the power of God, there the 
shield of faith ye will receive, that gives the victory over the worlds 
with which ye have all access to God; which myatery of faith is held 
in a pure conscience. So, in the power of God ye all living, ye live in 
the Lamb's authority, in the Lamb's dominion; and victory through 
him over all the world ye come to obtain, to answer that of God in all 
consciences, in cleamiess of heart and mind. 

And all Friends, dwell in the life and power that stands in God, that 
ye may have unity with God, and one with another, and feel his pre- 
sence among you. And the seed, and life, and power, and wisdom of 
Christ know in you all, and one in another. And the Lord God AUnighty 
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preserve yon, and keep you in his power^ life, and dominion, which lets 
you see him who was in the beginning, before the world was made; 
that nothing may rule but life itself; that ye may feel God's presence 
in you and with you, that truth and life may spread over all the world. 
So the Lord God Almighty preserve you in the life, and power, and 
wisdom of God, that ye may all be ordered to his glory. G. F. 

IfUs tatobe read in aU your nUetinga, 

CV. — Concerning the Light, ( To be read amongst Friends.) 

All Friends every where, keep your meetings waiting in the light 
which comes from the Lord Jesus Christ ; 30 will ye receive power 
from him, and have the refreshing springs of life opened to yout souls, 
and be kept sensible of the tender mercies of the Lord. And know one 
another in the life, (ye that be turned to the light,) and in the power, 
which comes from the Lord Jesus Christ, who is your light, who is your 
life; that ye may att in the life see Christ to reign in you, who is the 
truth, from whence ye have light* Here the old serpent is chained, 
and put into the bottomless pit, and Christ is known to reign, and ye to 
reign with him; heirs with him, joint-heirs, and heirs of God. Here is 
the dominion received and witnessed of the world that is without end, 
and the promise of life from the Father of life to you, who are turned 
to the son, who to the Father is the way, who is the mediator between 
the Father and you. All wait to receive the everlasting priest, the 
everlasting covenant ot God, of light, life, and peace; into which cove- 
nant no sin, no darkness, nor death comes, but the blessing of the only 
wise God, the Father of life, here is known, where no earthly man can 
approach. But he that is of God knows God's truth; and he that is of 
the devil, doth his lusts, who was a murderer from the beginning, in 
whom is no truth, who in it abode not So he it is that speaks a lie, 
and speaks of himself, and not God's word; for he is out of the truths 
But ye that are turned to the light walk in the light, walk in the truth, 
where no darkness is; with which light, that never changeth, ye may 
come to see that which was in the beginning, before the world was, 
where there is no shadow nor darkness. In which light as ye wait, ye 
will come to receive into your hearts the word of faith, which recon- 
ciles to God, and is as a hammer, to beat down all that is contrary; and 
as a sword, to divide the precious from the vile ; and as a fire, to burn 
up that which is contrary to the precious : which word is pure, and 
endureth for ever; which was in the beginning, and is now again wit- 
nessed and made manifest. Therefore wait in the light, that ye may 
all receive it, the same word that ever was, which the scriptures were 
pven forth from. 



108 [W5 

SOf friencb, keep your meetings; and as ye are moved of the Lord, 
be obedient to him, and keep your habitations. And be not troubled $ 
but look at that which giveth you to see over the world. So the Lord 
God Almighty preserve you all to his gbry I Amen. G. F. 

CVI. — Tq Friends, to keep in the life, out of j anglings^ 

Friends, stand faithful to your measures of the gift of God, which 
Cometh from him who was before the world was made ; that ye may 
stand over the world, and all the betraying spirits in it, that nothing 
may reign but life in you all. And keep out of janglings and parties, 
in that which is able to keep you above them all to God ; and in that 
all wait. And the bustlings of the world keep out of, in the covenant 
of peace with God. G. F* 

CVII. 

My dear friend3,--*In the p6wer of the everlasting God, which com- 
prehends the power of darkness, and all the temptations in it, in that 
power of God dwell, which will keep and bring you to the wcnrd which 
was in the beginning, which will keep you up to the life, and to feed 
upon the same, over the power of darkness. In that ye will find 
strength, and feel domini<m and life, and that will let you see, before 
Uie tempter was, and ovier him ; and into that the tempter cannot 
come, for the power and truth he is out of. And in that life dwell, in 
which ye will know dominion. And therefore, let your faith be in the 
power, and over the weakness and temptations, and look not out at 
them; but look in the light and power of God at the Lord's strength, 
which will be made perfect in your weakest state. And look at. the 
grace of God in all temptations, to bring your salvation, which is your 
teacher to teach you; for wh^ ye look or heeurken to the tempta- 
tions, ye go from your teacher, the grace of God, and so are darkened. 
The grace of God is sufficient in all temptations to lead out of them, 
and to keep over them. G. F. 

CVIII. 

Friends, wait in the light, that with the tight every one of you may 
come to see Christ to be your wisdom, and your righteousness, and so 
come to see the body, his church, of which is the head : and in the 
measure of life waiting on the Father of life, ye may come to reign in 
the life. All that are kept here, are in pure joy and k>ve. And in the light 
wait, that ye may see the harlots and idolaters, &c. which are to be 
fed with judgment. Spare not that which is for the sword, wbA for 



Oefire; let all flesblyHBindednesB be trodden under year feet. And 
ttandiDg m the power, y,e will see the seed slaying the fat, and chain^^ 
ing and binding the unruly, and succouring all the lambs and 'babes. 
This is the word of the Lc»rd to you. G. F, 

CIX. — Concerning juclging. 

Friends, keep to patience: this is the counsel of the Lord to you. Do 
not judge one another behind one another's backs, nor speak evil one 
of another, for that is that which soweth the enmity among breth- 
ren. Nor judge one another before the world, for that is that which 
is in the extremes, passion, and hastiness ; and there ye let in the 
world's spirit to rejoice over you, and that is out of the patience, and 
love, and wisdom, and fear of God and his truth. And every one dwell 
in the seed and life of God, and in that know one another, and meeting 
together in that ye may see the Lord Jesus in the midst of you. And, 
friends, go not into the a^ravating part to strive with it, lest ye do 
hurt to your souls, and run into the same nature ; for patience must 
get the victory, and answers to that of God in every one, which will 
bring every one from the contrary. So let your moderation, and tem- 
perance, and patience be known to all, for that which joins to the 
aggravating part, sets up the aggravating part, and breeds confusion, 
and reaches not to the witness of God in every one. And Friends, 
keep out of the worldly wise part, for that will never let people join 
and unite together (in truth) which enters into the earth, and the 
apprehensions of words; but let innoceacy be the garment, and truth 
and simplicity the covering. Then in the innocency ye will have 
unity, where there is no evil thought, but love that thinks no evil. 
Therefore cover one another's nakedness; let all thiQgs be done in love, 
and that will edify. And let the weight and preciousnesi? of truth be 
in your eye, and esteemed above all things by you. For here is my 
grief, when I bear any thing amongst Friends, that binders their unity, 
and makes a breach, (whereby the wroi^ gets ground,) who should 
live in the seed, which breaks the bond of iniquity, and makes up all 
breaches ; in which seed shi^, answering the witness of God in every 
one, which braises the earthly part under that brings £>rth briars and 
thorns, and spreads over the world, and all the contrary. Therefore 
aU ye, which have known the power of the Lord God, and have tasted 
of the seed of God, live in tibat in wluch ye come to have unity; tb^t 
that part may be k^ down. And the wrong eye, that looks out at 
one another's weaknesses, that must be kept under, even that, where 
the heat, and the burnings, and Ute enmity is ; the seed of God a.tQp of 
all that must be set, in whkh is the unity. Thereibre, if there be any 



no [1655 

nakedness in any, or anxmg any^ co^rer that, and come all to the seed 
of God in your own selves; for iol jthat is the virtue to heal* yea, all 
nations. Slaughterings, wounds, and cuttings are the other weapons in 
the other part, which is out of the seed of God whose end is peace ; in 
which is the unity, which is the top-stone over all the enmity, and atop 
of it is laid, and bruiseth it all down. 

I am a lover of your souls' eternal good, peace, and unity, in the king- 
dom that stands in the power which hath no end. G. F. 

ex. — To the prisoners at Exon. 

Friends, mind that which keepeth you all meek and low, to be 
guided with it And all consider that which keepeth you in the way 
of peace ; that none of you may be puddling in your own carnal wisdom, 
which is to be confounded, which is shut out of the kingdom of God. 
All wait to have dominion over that, that ye may know peace and 
unity, and the love of Godt that doth not change. And do not strive 
one with another, lest ye hurt one another; for it is not the hasty 
spirit that gets the victory, but the lamb, who must reign over 
the world, and was before it was. And the mind which is forward, 
judge, and dwell in the peaceable way ; and that ye may be patterns 
in your imprisonments to them which be out of the image of the son 
of God. 

To the prisoners in Exon ; written whilst J. N. was there, with many 
more in prison. v G. F. 

CXL — Ji warning from the Lord for plainness of speech to be used. 

( To go among Friends.) 



Friends of God and brethrenr-*This is a warning to you all from the 
Lord Crod and Jesus Christ, that all that ye speak, it may be in plain- 
ness of speech, according to that of God in all conscience3, and that it 
may proceed from that of God in you, the light of Christ ; that all your 
words be words of life to the life, and death to the death, where it 
reigns above the light And that all words, which are spoken, be in 
plainness of speech; that the light of Christ in all consciences, which 
he hath enlightened every one withal, may witness your words to be 
the words of life : sO that dweUing in the light, to that of God ye may 
be made manifest in all consciences; which shall be their condemna- 
tion that hate it. Ye that dwell in the light, and walk in the light, 
use plainness of speech and plain words, single words in the single life, 
pure words from the pure life, seasoned words, seasoned with grace, 
which teacheth to deny all ungodliness and worldly lusts. They who 
live in ungodliness and worldly lusts, turn from the grace of God into 
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WimtoDuess, wjbo are hght and jr. 4 whose vrards are unsavoury, not 
seasoned with grace, whose words edif j not ; upon whom God will ren- 
der vengeance in flames of fire, who shall be separated from his pre- 
sence and his angels. Therefore, friends, in plainness of speech all 
dwell ; for dwelling in the light, it will bring you to plainness and few 
words, to live in the life, which gave forth the scriptures, which was 
before the scriptures were given forth ; and with it ye will see their 
conditions that dwelt in the life, and gave forth the scriptures. And 
with this light ye will see their conditions who were testified against 
(who were out of the life) by them who dwelt in the light ; and with 
it all that comes to be seen, read, and understood, which was given 
forth with the life and from the life; and all comes to be known in 
plainness, and is with plainness spoken forth again. Which comes not 
by the will of man: for no prophecy of the scripture came by the will 
of man ; all the prophecies in it were out of the wi]l of man: and they 
witnessed and prophesied of Christ, who was bom not by the will of 
man ; who was supposed to be the son of Joseph, but was the son of 
God. And all the apostles were made ministers by the will of God, 
and not by man, nor of man, but by the will of God; and so they wit- 
nessed Christ, who was not bom by the will of man, who were made 
ministers not by the will of man : and they witnessed that no prophecy 
of the scripture in old time came by the will of man, neither was it of 
any private interpretation ; but holy men of God spake it as they were 
moved by the holy ghost, the holy mover, which is but one. And all 
who are in their own wills, and have the scripture, and make a feign- 
ed profession of that, (which came not by the will of man,) are in the 
presumption ; and with the light of Christ, which he hath enlightened 
every one that comes into the world withal, with that light shall they 
be condemned, even all that hate it, and live in their own wills. And 
so the unity of the saints is in that which condemi^s the world: and all 
who live in their own wills, and yet make a profession of the scriptures, 
there are the sects and opinions, and there is no unity, and they have 
not unity amongst themselves; but only a oneness in nature, though not 
in unity in their meanings of the letter. That which comes not by the 
will of man, but is contrary to his will, and contrary to all the world's 
evil ways, and overturns them, which is according to that of God in all 
consciences, with that have unity ; which testifieth against every man, 
when he acts contrary to it, and with it he shall be judged, and con?* 
demned in his own knowledge and understanding. And ye all walking 
in this light, it will bring you to all plainness and singleness of speech ; 
which will make the deceit to tremble, and the mystery of iniquity to 
shake, which lodgeth in the temple and sits there, where it ought not 
to sit, and is exalted above all that is called God : now, with the bright- 
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ne08 of his coming is he discovereii^^d with the breath of his mouth 
he is to be consumed. So dwell allHn the eternal power of God» and 
in his pure light, that ye maj be a terror to all evil doers, and to all 
ungodliness, and to all who act unrighteously, and live in uncleanness. 
And so ye will come to use plain words and plainness of speech to them 
all, and no flattery shall dwell in you, no enchanter nor witch shall live, 
no hypocrisy shall stand before the judgment^seat of God ; but shall be 
as the chaff, driven to and fro; that the scripture may be fulfilled upon 
them. And all who are out of plainness, with the eternal light, which 
Christ hath enlightened them withal, shall they be condemned and con- 
founded in time : for this light was before time, and is in time, which 
lets every man and woman see all their actions done in time; and hating 
this light, this is their condemnation* But all loving this light, and 
walking in this light, ye will come to walk in that which is the worlds 
condemnation ; and it will bring you to see the world to be gone from 
God, from Christ, and all who are of God. And this is the counsel of 
God to you, that in that which is contrary to your fleshly wills, ye may 
all wait and walk, for that will lead you from all vain thoughts, and 
all evil desires ; there wait, and ye will witness the birth bom, not by 
the will of man : and this birth is heir of another world, and heir of the 
certain riches, which is manifest to that of God in all consciences. So 
to you all this is a warning from the Lord, who are in the light, and 
love the light, which Christ Jesus hath enlightened you withal, which 
is contrary to your wills, and all men's wills ; that with it ye may use 
plainness of speech to all, and so to be made manifest to that which they 
hate, which is their condemnation, the light. And abiding in Christ, 
who is the vine, every one will come to witness yourselves to be as 
branches abiding in the vine, and sitting under the vine. 

This was I moved of the Lord to send out abroad among you, as a 
message to all the plants of the Lord. 

If ye speak any thing contrary to the light, which Christ hath en- 
lightened you withal, with the light ye are to be condemned. And if 
any among you do speak of former experiences, and not dwell in the 
light, but in hypocrisy, and presumption, and envy, without the fear of 
God, ye are to be thrown down, and with the light condemned; and wo 
upon thy head from God and Christ proceeds, and art to be turned out, 
and judged with the light and with the life! Therefore in the life 
dwell and walk every one in particular; then ye will have unity one 
with another, and grow up to be trees of righteousness, the planting of 
the Lord. G. F. 
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CXII. 

« 

All Friends, mind the light, and dwell in it, and it will keep you 
atop of all the world ; and the seed of God mind, and know it, and in it 
be content 

Dwell in the seed, which is heir of the promise of life eternal, and 
dwell in the possession of that And in all your doings (and words) be 
faithful to the Lord, and to men ; let this be your daily exercise. 

G. R 

• 

CXIIL — To a Friend in the ministry. 

Dear brother, mind the Lord, and stand in his will and counsel. 
Look not forth at time nor place, but at thy Father's house, where- 
soever thou art And dwell in the pure measure of God in thee, and 
there thou wilt see the Lord (Jod present with thee. For the bringing 
forth many out of prison, art thou there set ; behold, the word of the 
Lord cannot be bound. The Lord God of power give thee wisdom, 
courage, manhood, and boldness to thresh down all deceit. Dear heart, 
be valiant, and mind the pure spirit of God in thee, to guide thee up 
untQ God, to thunder down all deceit within and without So farewell. 
God Almighty keep you all. G. F. 

CXIV. 

Dear brethren, in the mighty power of God go on, to which power 
of the God of heaven and earth, all the powers of the earth must bow; 
that to that of God in all consciences ye may be made manifest, th^t 
that in them which is of God may witness that ye are sent of God. 
Dwell in the life of God, that to the spirits in prison ye may minister, 
and to it be made manifest, that ye are no deceivers, but saviours, and 
such as are sent to lead from all deceivers, and to testify against them. 
So, in the mighty power of God go on preaching the gospel to every 
creature, and disciplining them in the name of the Father, son, and holy 
spirit In the name of Christ preach the mighty day of the Lord to all 
the consciences of them who have lain long in darkness, (and under its 
chain,) where the light shined, but the darkness could not comprehend 
it So, in the power of the Lord God go on, and thresh that which 
hath been fed with the harlot's spirit, and the harlot famish, which 
hath and doth prison the just I charge you in the presence of the 
living God, dwell in his power, that with his power ye may be carried 
along to minister to all the spirits imprisoned by' the deceit As the life 
of God doth arise, it will lead you up to God, the Father of life; in this 
your fruits shall never wither. But go on to plant a vineyard, and to 

Vol. VIL 15 
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plough, that ye may eat the fruit thereof; and to plant in hope, and 
to thresh in hope, that ye may be made partakers of your hope* And 
to thresh out the com, that the wind may scatter the chaff, that the 
com may be gathered into the bam. So, in the power of the Lord 
Jesus Christ preach the everlasting gospel, that by his power the sick 
may be healed, the leprous cleansed, the dead raised, the blind eyes 
opened, and the devils cast out. In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ 
go on, that that of God in all consciences may witness, that ye are sent 
of God, and are of God; and so according to that speak, to bring up all 
unto the head Christ, and into the life which gave forth the scriptures; 
for there is the unity* and out of it is the confusion. G. F. 

CXV. — To Friends, concerning the word o/ life. 

Friends and brethren, the eternal word, from which ye have both 
spoken and ministered to others, is the word of life, the word of peace, 
the word of reconciliation, which makes of twain one new man; and if 
ye do abide there, there is no division but unity in the life which was 
before death was, and before division was. Therefore that which is 
divided is of the kingdom that cannot stand, and is for condemnation by 
the life and word of reconciliation. That which speaks the evil lan- 
guage I do deny ; for that which speaks so doth not see thoroughly. 
Therefore in the light wait, where the unity is, where the peace is, 
where the oneness with the Father and the son is, where there is no 
rent nor division ; but all one in Christ Jesus, the everlasting fountain 
of life an<^ covenant of peace. The son of man cometh not to be minis- 
tered unto, but to minister. Where the life and fulness dwells it hides 
and covers from that to which the curse is ; that so it may minister 
forth to the seed's seed. 

Sound, sound the trumpet abroad, ye valiant soldiers of Christ in his 
kingdom, of which is no end! AH the antichrists in the kingdoms (of 
fallen men) are up in arms against Christ. G. F. 

CXVL — Concerning judging in Meetings. 

Friends, do not judge one another in meetings, ye that do minister in 
the meetings ; for your so doing hath hurt the people, both within and 
without, and yourselves under their judgment ye have brought. And 
your judging one another in the meetings hath emboldened others to 
quarrel, and judge you also in the meetings. And this hath been all 
out of order, and the church order also. Now, if ye have any thing to 
say to any, stay till the meeting be done, and then speak to them in 
private between yourselves, and do not lay open one another's weak- 
ness ; for that is weakness and not wisdom to do so. For your judging 
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one another in meetings hath almost destroyed some Friends, and dis- 
tracted them. And this is for want of love that beareth all things; 
and therefore let it be amended* No more, but mj love. 

Friends, if any amongst you have movings to do any service for the 
Lord, when they have done it let them return again with speed to their 
habitation, and there serve the Lord in their generation; that no sloth- 
fulness may be amongst you. But all keep in diligence, that no occasion 
may be given to any * to speak evil of the truth ;' but that ye may an- 
swer that of Grod in all. So give no offence ; for wo is to those by whom 
offences do come. Yet quench not the spirit. G. F. 

cxvn. 

My dear friends, keep your meetings, and ye will feel the seed to 
arise, though never a word be spoken amongst you. And be faithful, 
that ye may answer that of God in every one. And do not neglect your 
talent, but in the hfe and power of God live, which ye have received. 
And, my dear friends, dwell in the life, and power, and love of God, and 
one towards another. 

Friends, dwell in the measure of the spirit of God, and to it take 
heed, that in it ye may grow; for the true and lasting love proceeds 
from God, who is eternal. And abiding in the measure of life, ye will 
have peace and love, that never changeth ; if from the measure you 
turn iniquity gets up, and so the love waxeth cold, and in that lodge 
the evil thoughts, jealousies, evil will, and murmurings. Wait in the 
light, which is of God, that ye may all witness the son of God, and wit- 
ness that which shall never wither ; so ye will see and feel God near. 

G. F. 

cxvin. 

Let no Friends go beyond their own measure given them of God, nor 
rejoice in another man's line made ready to their hands ; lest that get 
up, and would be justified, which is to be condemned. And that which 
will boast, and be justified in the sight of men, is out of the kingdom 
excluded. Therefore in the measure of life wait, and with it be led to 
have power over your own wills, (which are mortal and changeable,) 
that the way of righteousness may be found, where your wills are shut 
out, which causeth the hastiness and the strife, to run into words with- 
out the life, where judgment and condemnation do overtake you. 
Wherefore delight in judgment, which leads to the door of mercy. 

G. F. 
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CXIX. 



Friends, — Wait in the life, which will keep you above words, and 
keep your minds up to God, the Father of life, and condemn and judge 
all them which would have words more than the life. God Almighty 
be with you in the measure of life, that in it ye may grow ; and with it 
your minds may be kept up to him, the Father of life. 

And that all strife may be kept down with the life, and all light spi- 
rits judged down with that which comprehends the world, and judgeth 
it. " So God Almighty be with you all, and keep you in his mighty 
power up to himself, and condemn all that which is contrary to him and 

his light. G. F. 

Jbbereadatmeetingt, 

cxx. 

My dear friends, dwell in the everlasting seed of God, in which ye 
all will feel life eternal, that never hath an end ; and in that meet and 
keep your meetings. And dwell together in the love and life of God, 
with which ye may all be filled, through which love ye may cover the 
multitude of sins, and answer the life of God in all ; in which ye may 
feel the blessings of the Almighty God covering you as with a garment. 
And so live in the possession of the life ; in which ye all will have unity 
and fellowship with God, and one with another. 

Dear friends, exhort all your families at times and seasons, whether 
they be servants or children, that they may be informed in the truth. 
For when ye were professors, many of you did exhort and instruct them 
in the form, when that ye had not the power. And therefore now being 
brought into the truth, ye should be more diligent to exhort, admonish, 
and instruct them. G. F. 

CXXL — To Friends^ to take care ofsuchy who suffer for owning the 

truth. 

Friends, — ^Dwell in the wisdom and power of God, by which all things 
must be ordered to his glory, in which ye may do all things to his glory; 
and that with the wisdom of God ye may order and preserve the crea- 
tion, and every thing that is good. And if any servants be convinced, 
and turned from their places for truth's sake, Friends to be tender to 
them, that they be not lost; but that they may be preserved. And if 
any soldiers be put out of the army for truth's sake, that they may be 
nourished and cherished ; or any children be turned from their parents, 
or believing wives from their unbelieving husbands, that they may be 
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admtxiished to walk wisdy towards them. And that all prisoners, that 
have but little of dieir own, there may be care taken for them, and 
for the lame and sick. And that if any Friends be oppressed any man^ 
ner of way, others may take care to help them. And that all may be 
as one family, building up one another, and helping one another. And 
if any desire meetings any way for truth's service. Friends not to look 
out ; but to dwell in the life and power of God, and therein to answer 
it 

And all Friends every where, in the power, and life, and seed of God 
keep your meetings, that over all the top-stone may be laid, and ye all 
in the wisdom and patience may be pres^ved, and as a sweet savour 
may be kept to God, and in the hearts of all people. And every one 
be obedient to the life and power of the Lord God, and that wiirkeep 
you from being as a wilderness ; but be faithful and still, till the winds 
cease, and the storm be oyer. G. F. 

CXXII. 

Friends, — ^To that which is pure, I speak, in which is unity, where 
no defiled thing shall enter. ^ Silence all flesh, who strive about words, 
in which is no profit ; who would draw you out of your conditions, and 
others out of their conditions. Therefore be low, and mind that which 
is low, to draw you out of contention. And strive not for mastery, and 
do not exercise lordship over one another ; but mind that which is pure, 
which keeps you in the fear of the Lord God. For if your minds go 
from that which is pure, which leads to God, your nakedness will appear 
to the world ; and then ye go in your own wills and strength, and there is 
the seat for mastery and pride, out of the will of God, and that is out 
of the unity, out of the oneness, out of the way ; and instead of build- 
ing, ye destroy; and instead of edifying, ye draw back into the world. 
Therefore all be . low, and wait upon the Lord, and be swift to hear, 
slow to speak, and slow to wrath ; be low, and wait upon God, to receive 
the living food from God, to nourish you in time, with that which was 
before time ; that God in all things may be glorified. So the Lord God 
Almighty direct you and bring down all fleshly wills ; that the pure may 
be raised up. So meet together and wait upon God, if there be not a 
word, I charge you. Beware of contention, for there ye get above that 
of God in the conscience, and so go out of the fear of the Lord. 

G. F. 

CXXIIL — Men in the fall are in the wars and strife^ but truth Re- 
stores and brings into peace. 

Dear Friend8,^-My love is to you all in the everlasting seed of God, 



118 [1056 

that never changes nor falls, nor gives itself to that \vhich doth change, 
which is not of this world, but is over it, and was before the world 
was ; in which is the steadfiistness, and stayedness, and life eternal. 
Which reigns over all the airy spirits, (and that which doth change,) 
and remains, and is as the winter fruit, and stands when all the un- 
timely figs are gone. Mark, and the seed is not as the corn that grows 
upon the house top, that withers ; for the leaves that this seed brings 
forth, never fade nor fall ; for the leaves thereof heal the nations which 
are wounded. The second Adam goes over Adam in the fall, and his 
quarrelling sons and daughters, who war one with another with their 
carnal weapons, who remain in their carnal worships, carnal fellow- 
ships, carnal teachings. But who are in the noble and royal seed, are 
all in peace, and in love, and in life, and in unity, and are in the spi- 
ritual worship, and spiritual fellowship, and spiritual teaching, being 
in the seed, Christ, that never fell, nor never will fall, nor never changed 
nor never will change. In this seed, Christ, is peace and rest, out of 
all troubles, out of all whimsies, foolish dreams, imaginations, fancies 
false visions, false revelations. For the seed, in which the blessing is, 
is felt, and the life, and the light, and the righteousness, and the truth, 
that answers the witness of God in all men and women, whether they 
will hear or forbear. And so, all that are in Adam in the fall, both 
men and women, and there remaining in the fall, they never are in 
rest nor peace, but are in travails, wars, strife, fightings; the lusts being 
the ground of all this. And whimsies and imaginations, fancies, false 
visions, false dreams, arrogancy, pride, ambition, swellings, puffed-up- 
ness, that brings shame and covers them with shame ; which they pos- 
sess that are in the fall, out of Christ, the second Adam, that never fell. 
For in Adam in the fall is all the (inward) foul weather, storms, tem- 
pests, winds, strifes, the whole family of it in confusion, being all gone 
from the spirit and the witness of God in themselves, and the power 
and the light ; in which power, light, and spirit is the fellowship with 
God and one with another, through which they come out of Adam in 
the fall, into the second Adam that never fell, the quickener, who 
awakens old Adam's children in the fall out of their sleep of sin, and 
brings them out of his ways up unto himself, the way, Christ that never 
fell nor changed, and out of and from his teachers, and priests, and 
shepherds, Slc. that change and fall, to the priest, shepherd, and pro- 
phet, that never fell nor ever changed, nor ever will fall or change, 
nor leave the flock in the cold weather, nor in the winter, nor storms, 
nor tempests ; nor doth the voice of the wolf frighten him from his 
flock. For the light, the power, the truth, the righteousness, did it 
ever leave you in any weather, or in any storms or tempests ? And so 
his sheep know his voice and follow him, who gives them life eternal 
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abundantly ; who saith to all tbat are dead in Adam» ' I am come/ 
mark, I am come, * that ye (dead in Adam) might have life.' GhriBt, 
the second Adam is come, that the dead in the first Adam mi^ht have 
life, and might be quickened, and might be awakened to righteousness, 
who are asleep in the unr^hteousness. And so he doth invite all 
Adam's posterity to come to him, that all through him might believe^ 
and come to light, and come to life, and come up into peace and 
rest ; for in the second Adam ye have peace, ye have rest. So they 
have no peace nor rest in the old Adam in the fall, but in the second 
Adam, Christ, that never fell, are the rest, and the peace, and the 
life. Bui in Adam in the fall is neither rest, nor peace, nor life ; but 
darkness, and trouble, and sorrow, and burdenings, and cbangings. And 
this Adam's sons and daughters in the fall do inherit and possess in the 
world. Therefore all come out of Adam in the fall, and haste to him 
that never fell, nor ever changed ; in whom ye have aU both rest, and 
peace, and life, that was vrith the Father before the world began. 

And so, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, that never fell, keep 
your meetings, ye who are gathered in his name ; and then ye will see 
over all the gatherings of old Adam's sons and daughters, that are in 
the fall and out of his name. But ye being gathered into his name, 
that never fell, Christ Jesus, feel the seed of God set over all that that 
makes to suffer; which was before that was, and will stand and remain 
when that is all gone. So farewell. G. F. 

CXXIV. 

My Friends, — ^Be faithful and keep your meetings; and in that light 
wait, which comes from the head, Christ, in whom are all your lives ; 
from whence ye have your light, which is the life in the son. And ye, 
who do witness the high calling in Christ Jesus, and are redeemed by 
him out of the world, and are become new creatures, walk above the 
world, and be not hasty; but in the light and life wait, that with it 
your minds may be directed, and guided, and joined t(^ether with that 
which is immortal atid undefiled, in one spirit, up to the imniortal God. 
And that with the spirit which he hath given you, ye may witness the 
one baptism into one body, and ye all with the light may see the one 
£Eiith, which Christ is the author and the finisher of; and that ye may 
all see the end of your faith, the salvation of your souls, with that 
which gives you the victory over the world. And fear the Lord, and 
take heed of strife, and live in peace and love one with another, be- 
lieving all in the light which maketh manifest ; that all ye may be the 
children of the light. And this belief giveth the victory over the world. 
He that is of this faith, is born of God ; and he that believeth in the 
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Ugiit diall not abide in darkness, nor shall ever be confounded. For he 
believetb in that which' manifesteth that, which is to be confounded 
and trampled upon; and he shall not be condemned, but shall have the 
light of life. And he that believeth not in the light is with the light 
condemned already. And he that heareth not the voice of the son of 
Qod doth not live, but is in death. Therefore he that heareth not the 
light which comes from Christ the life, heareth not the voice of the son 
of God, and he cometh not to life. And the hour is come that they 
which have been in the graves, have heard the voice of the son of 
God and do live ; and they that do not hear the voice of the son of God 
do not live, but are in the death and the grave. And they that come 
to believe in the light hear the voice of the son of God and live, and 
out of the condemnation are come ; and live over death, and the grave> 
and hell, and so come to life. G. F* 

CXXV. 

Friends, to you all this is the word of the Lord. Know the seed of 
God in one another. Which seed is Christ. Look not out; then ye will 
not wander, but will be atop of the wanderer. The seed, which is 
Christ, being known in one another, which the promise' of God is to, 
every one of you know the promises fulfilled in you ; whereby ye all 
may witness the blessing of God fulfilled to you, and in you. And so 
in this the Lord God Almighty preserve jk)U all to his glory, and that 
ye all may know the flesh of Christ your food, and know his reign. 

And quench not the spirit, and stop not the power; but dwell in that, 
which doth stop and quench the deceit. And to you this is the word 
of the Lord God* 

And all Friends, mind and heed the life and power of the Lord God; 
for all that are out of it, are, and will be confounded. Therefore 
dwell in that which condemns it, in which will be your peace. 

G. F. 

CXXVL — For Friends^ to dwell in love and unity. 

The word of the Lord God to all Friends. Dwell in peace and unity 
with God, and one with another, that to the Lord ye may be a sweet 
savour, and to one another, and also in them that hate the light ; that 
ye may all come to witness the sonship, and to be heirs of God, and in 
the spirit have unity, which is the bond of peace. And the* seed of 
God, and the life mind. G. F. 
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cxxvn. 



All Friends every where, do not delight in apparel, do not delight in 
the creature, more than the Creator. Trust not in uncertain riches, 
which fade and pass away ; but trust in the livii^ God, and love the 
riches that endure, and fade not away. Delight not in the world that 
ends, but in the world that hath no end; that there ye may all come 
to have an assurance of the endless life. G. F* 

CXXVm. — To all Friends, to keep in the power qf God, out of the 

cares of the world. 

All Friends, to that which is pure, take heed, that with that all your 
minds may be kept up to God, who is pure ; that as the lily ye all may 
grow, and receive wisdom from God how to use the creatures in their 
places, to the glory of him that created them. For wo is unto you, 
that lay up for the latter day with covetousness ; ye act in that nature 
contrary to the light, taking thought for to-morrow < what ye shall 
eat, and what ye shall drink, and what ye shall put on.* Look at the 
life which is more than food, and the body which is more that rai- 
ment; and consider the lilies and ravens, and who feedeth them, and 
clotheth the earth? That in the faith ye may stand, and with it ye 
may come to see him who is invisible. He who lays up for the latter 
day with covetousness, goes from that, which should keep him out 
of days, up to God, the beginning of days; here the Ancient of Days 
comes to be seen, and the life out of death springs, and a diligent serv- 
ing God is known, and every one for his family provides. For he is 
worse than an infidel, that doth not. That which, was before days 
were, mind, which brings to be diligent, serving the Lord; and 
that keeps down the destroyer. And that keeps down the covetoua 
and the fleshly principle, and that which would run out into the obser- 
vation of days. And that keeps the life up, out of the earth, and 
keeps from trusting in the riches that are uncertain, and brings to trust 
in God, who is living, who is the condemner of all the gods, who have 
eyes, and see not; who keep people under their dominion from the 
light. But all who take heed to the light, see God, who is living, who 
seeth all things. G. F« 

CXXIX. 

My dear friends and brethren, keep in the seed of peace, which 
was before the enmity and adversary were, in which ye will all have 
Vol. VIL 16 
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life and peace, and unity and dominion ; and in th^t yq will kno,w 
Christ Jesus to reign, who was before the world began ; in whom ye 
may know your election, and a sitting in the heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus, above all the earthly places below, and men's evil traditions and 
vain customs; sitting in Christ Jesus keepeth out of them, for he was 
before they were. 

And let all Friends every where pray to the Lord, to. exalt his truth 
to his glory, and his kingdom which hath no end, but is from everlast- 
ing to everlasting. G. F. 

CXXX, — To all Friends^ to dwell in the truths the life of God^ the 

light, fyc. 

All Friends, dwell in the truth ; in my Father's house there are many 
mansions, said Christ. And ye all, that know the life, go not from it. 
Heed not words without life ; but heed that which lets you see and 
know the Father. For mountains will arise, and may arise. But this 
is the word of the Lord God, and a charge to you all in the presence of 
the Lord God, heed the power and life, the power which ye have for- 
merly known and tasted of; and that will keep you, until the day of 
salvation, and that brings you to know the kingdom of God to stand in 
righteousness, &c. and that will bring you to comprehend deceit, and 
to fathom it, and bring you to be over the deceit of the world. So ye 
that know the power of the Lord God, heed it, and it will remove 
questionings out of your minds; it will remove that which causeth 
trouble to come into your minds. But if ye go from the power, the 
formal part gets up in you, and the wonders you will run into. But 
the power of God is the gospel ; and ye that have received the power 
of God, ye have received the gospel; and he is cursed that preacheth 
any other, yea, if an angel from heaven. For Christ is the power of 
God, to whom the angels must bow. And Christ Jesus, who was born 
(of a virgin,) crucified, and is ascended, (and there is no other,) all of 
you, that are turned to the light, wait to have him born in you, every 
one in particular. * I am the light of the world,' saith Christ, by whom 
the world was made^ who doth enlighten ' every man, that cometh 
into the world.' Who is the ' bread of life, that came down from 
above ; and who eateth of this bread, lives for ever.' Now, every one 
of you having a light from Christ, the bread of life, wait, and with and 
from it you willsee, know, and have your food in due season* Now, 
every one that comes into the world, having a light from Christ Jesus, 
who is not of the world, and being turned to this light which he is 
lighted withal, he is turned to Jesus Christ, from whence it comes. 
And here none shall say * Lo, here is Christ, or lo there is Christ ;' but 
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every one with the light, which comes from him, shall see Christ, (and 
shall see the Father^ through the spirit that proceeds from the Father 
and the son,) and the glory that he had with the Father before the 
world began; and shall have dominion over all the contrary in the 
male and in the female, having a light from him, that gives the ' light 
of the knowledge of the glory of God, in the face of Christ Jesus.' 
Which light shines in your hearts; and there shall every one feel their 
treasure in the earthen vessel, and the power which is of God. Now, 
whosoever goes from the light, which they are enlightened withal, they 
go into the darkness, and they go into the wonders ; and runout gazing, 
and saying, ' Lo he is here, lo Me is there.* I am come a light into the 
world, (saith Christ,) which every one, that cometh into the world, is 
lightened withal, which light is the covenant; and every one who 1» 
in the light, is in the covenant with God. 

And so Friends every where, keep your meetings, (this is the word 
of the Lord God to you,) and do not heed the lo here's or lo there's, 
neither be troubled ; but heed every where the life of God, and do not 
gad abroad from the truth within ; that ye may be kept out of all high 
swelling storms, bustlings, and tempests, and with it ye may be kept 
over the world, to him and in him that is not of the world. And take 
heed of denying the truth; whosoever do, they go from the light within 
them, and so go into the darkness, and into the wonders. And who go 
from the light within, go from the Emmanuel, from the saviour within, 
Christ Jesus, and from the truth in the inward paFts, and from the 
mediator between you and God, and from the vine ; and so, ye bear 
not fruit to the glory of God. And going from the light within, ye go 
from your peace, and from the covenant of God ; and going from the 
light vrithin, ye go from the life, where levery one receives the light of 
life. And who go from the light within, go from the increase of God ; 
who go from the light within, go from the anointing within them, and 
so continue not in the son, nor in tlie Father. All who go from the light 
within, go out of the covenant of eternal life. But every one walking 
in the light within, which he hath received, he shall there receive the 
bread of Kfe, Christ, whom the light comes from. And so, having your 
food within, ye shall not go forth to gather it; but he that is in the light, 
and believes in it, comes to know the garner, whereinto the wheat is 
gathered, and the chaflF, that is to be burned with unquenchable fire, 
and the floor thoroughly purged; and the immortal crown is known. 

Therefore all Friends, keep in the power, and know the power of 
God in one another, and the life that stands in God; that out of all 
dryness and barrenness ye may be brought, and kept in the living and 
eternal spirit and power. And so, the God of glory keep you from the 
evil that is in the world, in glory, and in unity, every one in your 
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measures. Now, the poorer of God will never be shaken ; that which 
is to be shaken^ (or tossed,) is out of the power, and the power remains; 
therefore dwell in the power which throws down all tiiat which may 
be shaken, (or tossed,) and raiseth up that which can never be thrown 
down nor shaken. And to you this is the word of the Lord God. And 
dwell in that, and keep in that, which keeps you out of and above the 
knowledge of that which entereth into the sensual part ; for both <;bese 
will fail* Therefore in the power and in the life of God dwell, which 
comprehends the world, and reacheth and fathometh over it all, in that 
dwell and live, there will be your peace ; it will keep you out of the 
strife, and combustions, and heaps. Fof this all comes to be fathomed, 
chained, and kept down by the eternal power, and bound and bundled 
up for the fire, and judged down, and all that which brancheth forth 
from it, that nothing may reign but life itself; and all the contrary, 
the filth and dross, with the unquenchable fire is to be consumed and 
burned. Wait all this to know, here is the path of righteousness and 
purity; and nothing shall stand but the mountain of the Lord. Glory 
to the Lord in the beauty of holiness, which is felt and seen 1 And all 
being kept in the light, and walking in that, which ye are enlightened 
withal, ye cannot be in the strife ; for the the enmity is out of the light, 
and the vain boaster, which comes to nothing, but is judged and con- 
demned. And when that ye are met together in the light, hearken to 
it, that ye may feel the power of God in every one of you. So here 
comes your ear to be opened to hear the counsel of the Lord God ; and 
here the eye comes to be opened to see the Lord Jesus Christ in the 
midst of you, ye all sitting under your vines. So, every particular wait 
on him, who received not honour of man, neither glorified himself; but 
the light, which enlighteneth every one that cometh into the world, is 
a witness against all them that seek their own glory, or glorify them- 
selves, or bear witness of themselves. Now they who receive honour 
firom man, are from the light, both he that gives, and he that takes it; 
and it is to be stained, and the light stains it, and condemns it. So every 
particular of you, to you this is the word of the Lord God, know the 
son of God to be revealed in you. And know the seed, which is Christ, 
to which the promise of God is ; that ye may all witness the seed of the 
woman to bruise the serpent's head in every one of you. That you, may 
all witness ye are come to him that was in the beginning; and to the 
seed of the woman, which bruiseth the serpent's head in every one of 
you in your own particulars. Then ye all i^ill come to feed on the 
bread of life, that comes fi*om above. And such are redeemed out of 
the transgression, who are here, that witness this. But where the seed 
of the woman^hath not bruised the serpent's head, and that which abid^ 
not in the truth, reigns ; there is the transgressor. So, that which is 
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out of the truth rdgnkg, the serpent being bead, be sows bis seed, his 
seed goes forth from him, and his food, his meat is dust; for he could 
net feed upon life that abode not in the truth, which is the life. He 
that abides not in the truths which is the HSCf his food is dust ; and he 
it is that is tormented. And who are oat of the truth, are out of the 
wvurship of Ciod ; for who are tiie wwdiippers of the Father, they must 
be in the truth and in the spirit And being in the spirit and in the 
truth, they are in that the de?il abode not in, but is out of; and all 
false ways, and seducers, and deceivers, and false worshippers are out 
oL And Jerusalem's WOTshippers, and Samaria's worshippers, and the 
wordiip that is at the mountain^ and the idolatrous wcurshippers, and 
the w<»8hip of devils ; all these are out of the truth, and out of the spirit 
that changeth not But who are in the truth and in the spirit, they are 
atop of the world, and atop of him that abode not in the truth; their 
feet are shod with it Therefore everj one of you that are come into 
the world, coming all to the light ye come to your armour, ye come to 
that which lets you see sin; it is the armour against it; it is the eye, 
vrith which ye see that which must be cctt down and judged to death. 
In which truth, which is the Hght, we have fellowship one with another. 
And tins is the counsel of the Lord God to you, dwell all in the power of 
God, which is the gospel of peace. And the power of God is the cross 
of Christ ; and ye that feel the power of God, ye feel Christ ; for Christ 
is the power of God. The poWer of God is but one, and the light is but 
one, and the cross of CSirist is but one^ which is the power of God ; and 
the gospel of truth is but one, which is the power of God, and there is 
no other.^ Ye that omie to know these, look (of no other. And Christ 
is that c»e in the male and in the female, which is the seed, which the 
promise of God is to; and there all wait to find him, and receive him. 
* Know ye not, that Qirist Jesus is ia you, except ye are reprobates,' said 
the apostle; so now, if ye are reprobates, ye are wonderersand gazers 
in Adam^ in transgression, out of the light, out of the life, out of the 
power, out of the truth, out of the way, which is Christ But being in 
the life, ye are in the way, in the truth, in the power of God, in Christ, 
out of tran^ession, in the second Adam, the Lord from heaven, out 
of the transgression of the first Adam. And if Christ Jesus be in you, 
the bo^ of sin is dead, and ye are brought to God ; and the Emmanuel 
being known, * God with us' is witnessed by every one of you, that are 
redeemed by him out of the transgression, who are in the second Adam. 
So, if Christ Jesus be in you, and ye in him, the body is dead ; and ye 
are sJive to righteousness, and death is brought into death. 

Friends, dwell all in the light, and then ye will dwell in covenant 
with God, and with God ye will have peace. And friends, all dwell 
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in the light, that ye may receive the wisdom of God, by which all things 
were created; with which wbdom ye may come to order all the crea- 
tures. And be low, as babes and little children, for the little children 
receive the kingdom. And so, all know the promise which is to the 
seed ; and know the seed of Grod in one another, that there be no mas- 
ter but Christ, who bruiseth the serpent's head, where debate and en« 
mity are, which are the cause of strife. So, let the seed be master in the 
male and in the female, that the ground of strife, which would be mas* 
ter, rn^j be kept under, and the seed, which the grave could not hold, 
under, be the ruler; so that ye may witness the rock that "the gates of 
hell cannot prevail against, nor the temptations of the devil. G. F. 

CXXXI. 

Friends every where, dwell in the power of the Lord God, which is 
without end, in which ye may all have unity. And take heed of striving 
about earthly things, which is the unredeemed part, that is out of the 
paradise and the garden of Grod; but that with the wisdom of God ye 
may come to be ordered, and order the creatures by that by which 
they were made and created, that by it ye may know yourselves to be 
governed. And after that riches increase, take heed of setting your 
hearts upon them, lest they become a curse and a plague to you. For 
when ye were faithful at the first, the world would refrain from you, 
and not have commerce with you ; but after, when they saw ye were 
faithful and just in things, and righteous and honest in your tradings 
and dealings, then they came to have commerce and trade v^ith you 
the more, because they know ye will not cozen them, nor cheat them: 
then ye came to have greater trading, double than ever ye had, and 
more than the world. But there is the danger and temptation to you, 
of drawing your minds into your business, and clogging them with it ; 
so that ye can hardly do any thing to the service of God, but there 
will be crying, my business, my business ; and your minds will go into 
the things, and not over the things; and so therein ye do not come 
into the image of God, in which is dominion. And so, when your minds 
are got into the riches, and cumbered therewith, ye go back into that 
ye were in before^ and then, if the Lord God cross you, and stop you 
by sea and land, and take your goods and customers from you, that 
your minds should not be cumbered; th^ that mind that is cumbered, 
will fret, being out of the power of God. 

And all Friends, take heed of jars and strife, for that is it which will 
eat out the seed in you ; therefore let not that harbour in your bosons, 
lest it eat out the good in you, and ye come to suiler in your owii par- 
ticulars. Therefore dwell in love and life, and in the power and seed 
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of God, which is the honourable, royal state. And all thai speak or 
preach abroad, see that ye be in the life, and power, and seed of God. 
which will edify the body, and not in a brittle, peevish, hasty, fretful 
mind; but dwell in that which keeps down the contrary, that that may 
speak which edifies the body in love. And all take heed of vain words, 
and tattling idle words> but every where stop such; that love may con- 
tinue. in the body, and that the seed may spread over all, that unity 
may be kept. And all Friends every where, if Friends be poor, and in 
want, or in prison, that ye may in wisdom reheve and cherish such. 
And. all Friends every where, stop the deceit, that would clevour and 
destroy, which is out of the truth, and true wisdom; which must be li- 
inited, that transgresseth the spirit of God. For since the days of the 
apostles, the true church hath been in the wilderness, and the beast, 
false prophet, antichrist, and false church have ruled and reigned; 
amongst whom have been the many names and horns amongst the apos-^ 
tate christians, who have professed themselves to be elders. Amongst 
this eldership have they had outward and earthly rulers, which have 
got up since the days of the apostles : but who come to Christ, Who was 
and is the true christian's head, he is their ruler; by whom all things 
were made. And when the apostate christians went from the apostles' 
doctrines into the world, they set up many rulers amongst them, and 
many heads; when they went from the seed of God in themselves, in 
the male and in the female, then they forsook their head, Christ Jesus. 
And so, whosoever go from the seed of Clk>d in themselves, and set up 
other heads, they lose the one head, which is Christ Jesus ; and then 
come to be covered vrith darkness, and the seed comes to be loaden, as 
a cart vrith sheaves: and then they break into the many ways, and set 
up the many heads, when they go from the seed in the male and in 
the female, which is the one head. And then come up the fightings 
about earthly things, and warrings with carnal weapons about earthly 
things, and self-kiterest, and man's honour and titles, and about their 
churches, and religions, and worships, and ministry, which have been 
set up since the days of the apostles, and since the fall. The Jews did 
kill with the outward sword the heathen, and one another; but Christ 
Jesus, the prince of life, fulfils the law, and ends the outward Jews' 
types, figures, and shadows, ordinances and carnal weapons, who is the 
king of the whole earth, who comes to save men's Uves, yet slays and 
< kills with the sword of the spirit, which is the word of his mouth.' 
And the apostles, who followed Christ, wrestled not with flesh and 
blood ; so all, who ccMne to witn^ Christ to reign and to rule, (who is 
the prince of life, that saves men's lives,) and follow him, do not wres- 
tle with flesh and blood, nor seek to destroy men's lives. And here 
comes the wisdom to be known, that is from above, that is pure and 



12S [1656 

gentle, and easy to be entreated, that is not sensual, carnal, and devil- 
ish. So in the time of the law among the Jews there was fighting out- 
wardly ; but in the time of the gospel of CSiriat Jesus, who came ta end 
the law, thqr were to love enemies, and n(3ft to kill them ; and love them 
that bate them, and not kill them. But in the times since the days of 
the apostles^ in the apostate christians' time, they are crying up the 
outward aword ^ain ; and this is the dragon's and the beast's power, 
the prince of death, which hath reigned since the apostles' days. But 
who come to fdk>w Christ, they come to reign in spirit, over all these 
fightm^ with carnal weapons, that are got up since the days of the 
apostles. Therefore who are come now into the power of the Lord 
God, and to the seed that is royal, who was the elected, before the 
world b^an, keep your meetings, and dwell in the power of God, in 
which ye may know his image, and come into it ; with which ye may 
spiritually reign, and have dominkm over all the world, and rule in it 
over ihem and their vanities, and work them down without a carnal 
weapon, in the power of God. So keep your meetings, berth particular 
and in the general, in the power of the Lord God, and dwell in the life^ 
and power, and wisdom of the Lord, that all uncleanness whatsoever 
may by the power of the Lord be brought down and rooted out; and 
that such have no rule nor authmty amongst you, though they be never 
so fair or excellent of speech: but let all such be brought under by 
the power of the Lord God, who is to reign over it ; that in the sweet- 
ness and unity ye all may be brought to be a sweet savour to the Lord 
God, and in the hesurts of one another, and let no uncleanness be amongst 
you. And all Friends every where, take heed of printing any thii^ more 
than ye are required of the Lord God. And all Friends every where, take 
heed of wandering up and down about needless occasions, for there is dan- 
ger of getting mto the careless words, out of seriousness, weightiness, and 
savouriness. And all Friends every where, take heed of wronging the 
world, or any one, in bargains,or overreaching tbem; butdwellin the cool, 
sweet, and holy power of the Lord Crod, and in righteousness, that it may 
run down amoi^t you; and that will keep you low. And all Friends every 
where, take heed of slothfulness and sleeping in your meetings ; for in 
so doing ye will be bad examples to others, and hurt yourselves and 
them. And all take heed of going up and down to minister, but as ye 
are moved of the Lord Crod, or to speak in meetings, or any other 
places; for travelling to such is dangerous to lift them up, going amongst ^ 
settled meetings, that are settled. For there is diflerence betwixt Friends " 
going into the world, and of coming among them that are come to siledt 
meetings, and to feed there ; for that which may be seasonable to the 
world, may not be to them. Therefore let all live in the seed, and wis- 
dom, and fear, and consider, before they utter, that the light be tip ; 
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ip«4iereby all may be settled, aod they themsiebes be tvashed. And dwelt 
m tbe seed^ that ye all may know Christ come to reiga in you ; so that 
ail jaiay be dcme and spoken by and in the power of the Lord Grod, that 
id done and $pok^i» and not out of it : and in that ye will all have unity 
in the record of Mfe^ whereby the power of God and the seed of God 
may come up, which is heir of the blessing and of the promise; that 
ye may come to know the place where there is no curse, and the 
Lamb's power, throne, life, and doimnion. And in the wisdom of God 
all dwell, tiliat to him ye may be a sweet savour, and a blessing in the 
hearts of all people; that nothing may rule nor reign amongst you, but 
the seed itself, and the life of God. G. F. 

JM Hm be read i* yowr meetings. 

CXXXIL — «^ epistle ta Friewisyfor all to keep in the light ^ and to 

watch oner one another. 

All Friends and brethren every where, walk in the truth, and know ' 
one another in the measure of life, that in it your minds may be guided 
up to the Father ef life ; and stand in his counsel, that he alone may 
be loved with all yocur strengtii, with all your minds, and with all your 
souls; «o that ye may all know one another in the life and light, that 
ye may all be kept frcMu idcris. For if ye know one another in the flesh 
ot>ly» that love which will rise out of that knowledge is feigned, and that 
will wither, and under the condemnation of the light must come. There- 
fore all wait in the measure of life, that with it your hearts may be 
knit together. And ncme to be hasty, nor to will any thing; there is 
not any thing rec^ved from God by him who wiUeth with his own 
wilL For < no prophecy ai the scripture came by the will of man ;' 
Peter, that was not learned of man^ but of Christ, saw this. And the 
scripture is for the ' perfecting of the man of God,' which is learned c^ 
God, and came npt by man's will So now mind your growth, and your 
perfecting, and your steadfastness in the light,' in which is the unity. 
So every one wait in the light, which comes from Christ the head, from 
whence nourishment comes, which nourishes the body and all the mem- 
bers; from whence comes the bread of life, which is from above, and 
the water of life. Therefore all wait in your measure, and walk after 
your line, which is the light which comes from Christ who is your 
life ; that eveiy one of you may have praise and comfort in the same, 
and every one of you may be kept in Jhe way of righteousness and 
peace up to tbe Lord, who is righteousness and peace, where the bless- 
ed hope is seen with the light that comes from him by whom the world 
was made. That so Oe covenant elf light, life, and peace ye may all 
come to witness, and every one come to have dominion and rule over 
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your own spirits ; for the spirit of man lusteth to envy, if it be not sub- 
dued by the spirit of the living God. Therefore wait and take heed, 
lest any nakedness appear, and that which is not justified in the sight 
of Ood. And take heed of presumption, lest ye go from the living God; 
but in the spirit dwell, that over all that ye m^y reign, and c6me to be 
recorded in the book of life, which life was before the world was. And 
this bringa you to eee and read one another, as epistles written in one 
another's hearts, where in unity, love, and peace ye will come to dwell, 
in the life of the spirit of the living God, in which the saints had umty, 
which brought them to be taught of the living God; and so they gave 
forth the scriptures, as they were moved by the holy ghost So no 
prophecy in the old time came by the will of man, but was learned of 
God. So now ye waiting in the spirit every one, to be taught of God 
the Father of spirits, your teacher is with you present, and one in you 
all, according to your measures. Which spirit is given to every one of 
you to profit withal ; by which holy spirit the scripture was given 
forth. Which scripture the world hath got> who are sensual, not hav- 
ii^ the spirit, and there they are fighting about the outside and the 
languages. And there is the sea, which the beast ariseth out of, which 
the world wonders after; and there is the mother of harlots, with all 
« her false colours, whose eyes are out from the light which comes from 
him by whom the world was made ; there ye may go, and have a name 
to live, but are dead. Now all be willing to wait in the measure of 
that which is eternal, that no fornication be found amongst you, nor 
deceit; that all may come to receive wisdom from Christ, who is the 
wisdom of God. That this wisdom may be justified in you all, and ye 
all in the light preserved, and that which is contrary condemned. So 
that ye may all be kept from deadness and slothfulness, in the fear of 
the Lord God, and therem your hearts kept clean. And so the Lord 
God Almighty preserve you ! 

Friends, keep your meetings every where, waiting upon the Lord, 
that to him ye may be a sweet savour. And watch over one another 
with the measure of the spirit of the Lord. The Lord God Almighty 
preserve you, and keep you in his will, wisdom, light, life, and power. 

G. F. 

Lettkubereadamar^Friendi. 

cxxxin. 

. Friends,— Towards all men walk in wisdom, and be gentie to all men ; 
' for the m^ek inherit the earth,' and receive the blessing. < And they 
that tl^r8t after righteousness shall inherit righteousness,' and the bless- 
ing. And the ^ merciful do obtain meircy' and the blessing. And the 
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* pnre in heart shall see God/ and leGeive the blessmg. And * Blessed 
are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted/ And < Blessed are 
the peacemakers, for they are the children of God.' And * JUessed are 
they that are persecuted for ri^teousness'^ake, for theirs is the king- 
dom of God.' And * Blessed are. ye vAiexk men shall revile and persecute 
you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely for Christ's 
sake.' And it is love that edifieth, and the edifying is in the most holy 
faith, which faith is the gift of God, which giveth victory over th^ 
WOTld; and in this is the blessing, which purifieth the heart, and this is 
it which bringeth to please God. And that which edifieth is the living 
faith, and not the dead faith ; and love rejoiceth in the truth, and not 
in the iniquity, for that is not in love* So ye that are the Lord's lot, 
(mark I) and are his inheritance, and are in covenant with God, with 
him ye have peace ; which covenant is given to all the world. But 
th^ that hate the light are out of covenant with God, and by the light 
thqr are condemned ; and those which the %ht doth condemn are out 
of the covenant G. F. 

CXXXIV- 

Live in peace, all my dear babes of God, one with another, for pa* 
tience obtains the crown, and hath the victory. And in pureness live 
over the deceit,, and answer the witness of the Lord God in every one. 
And keep in the seed and life of the Lord God, that ye may feel the 
blessing of the Lord God amongst you and up<m you. 

And that which doth let you see your sins, in that stand, and ye will 
see your saviour, who was before the world was» him by whom the 
world was made, * glorified with the Father before the world began;' 
he will be your stay and rest 

Dear friends, dwell in the seed of God^ and know it in you all, that 
ye may know it to reign^ which is the heir of power; and in that live 
and dwell, and in it keep your meetings. 

And we must have the patience to bear all manner of evil done or 
spdien against us for Christ's sake, and rejoice at it G, F. 

CXXXV.— /br Francis Hawgil and Edward Burrough. 

Dear friends and lambs, put on the armour of light, and the shield 
of truth, and the breast-plate of righteousness, that ye may stand in bat- 
tle against all the Philistines, and the enemies of God, being led and 
guided with the spirit up to God, the Father of spurits; that what yc 
do beget may be to him and into his image, and that which ye do pre- 
sent, it may be perfect And so mind this. Sow not sparingly, for the 
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Lord hath a seed that-aways. So the LordQod Almighty preaerve you \ 
And stir abroad whilst the door is open, and the light shineth ; and so go 
on in that which letteth you see the world, to comprehend it» and to 
see what is imprisoned by it and sufiereth by it So the Lord give you 
an understanding in all things, and his arm go along with you, that ye 
may be to his glory. And the blessing of the Lord be with you I 

Dear Francis and Edward, in the life of God wait, that ye may be 
with it led and kept to receive wisdom from Ood, that ye may order 
all things there with it, and be manifest to the witness of God in all 
that ye may beget to God ; that as good ploughmen, and good thresher- 
men ye may be, to bring out the wheat So the Lord God Almighty 
keep and preserve you. 6. F. 

CXXXVL — 7b Friends^ to dwell in thai which keeps peace. 

Dear friends, — ^Dwell in that which keeps your peace, and compre- 
hends the deceit, and answers that of God in every one. And let Friends 
keep their meetings, and never hearken to tales, nor things witliout; 
but keep their peace, and know the life and power, union and fellow- 
ship, which stand in God, in and with which ye may stand over the 
world io the one power, life, and wisdom, and therein be kept to the 
gtory of the Lord God. So, in that which is pure, the Lord God Al- 
mighty preserve you i G. F. 

cxxxvn. 

Friends,— Let God's wisdom have the stay of your minds, and let it 
be the end of all your words; beware of that spirit, that leads out of it 
into any thing. There is a day coming, wherein some may wish that 
they had walked in wisdom, as touching the weaknesses one of another, 
or the failings one of another ; for what know ye, who may stand or who 
may fall in the day of God's trial ? Then many, that have been unsta- 
ble, may wish that they had kept their secrets in their bosoms, and in 
God's wisdom sought to restore all, and not to scatter ; as that spirit 
doth which cannot bear and cover the weaknesses one of another who 
are yet in the wilderness, where the trials are many. I have seen a 
great danger in this thing. Wherefore beware of that spirit that can- 
not bear one "with another, or forgive one another; for that which can- 
not, will discover rather than cover, and bring a cloud ov^ many, 
wheresoever it is received, and raise the contrary in many, and veil fte 
just, (it may be in whole meetings,) for want of wisdom to be st^iyedin 
the meek spirit, which trys all spirits, and gives clear sight of things. 
For want of this many may be cast by, and scarce ever restored again. 
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Therefoire I say, tread over the dead, and that wbidi workg in tlnl 
natareyand reach to the witness in all; so will ye stand fin* GcnI, and 
God will bksB yon in the day of trial. G, F. 

■ .-'.*• 

CKXXYUL^Tb the prisoners. 

Friendsy^-^Ye that are the prisoners of the Lord Jesos Christ »in out- 
ward bonds, who witness him by whom the world was made^ who is 
the King of saints, and who are his, and come under his dominion and 
government, ye are not your own ; but purchased with his blood, Which 
washes and makes you clean, and justifies, whose bodies are his temple. 
Though he sufiers you to be imprisoned, yet in his power your bodies 
are kept, and your spirits also ; ye standing witnesses for your master, 
for your king, for yeur prophet, for your covenant of light, for your wis>- 
dom of Grod, (him by whom all things were made,) for the w<M*d and 
power,' by which all things were made and upheld, against the powers 
of darkness, who are out of the light, out of the truth, who cannot bind, 
stop nor limit the unlimited power, which is over it, and comprehend 
it. They who are bom of the word, and in the pow^r which upholds 
all things, over that, (and the power of the evil one,) have victory, and 
sing over the false prophet For thedevil was the deceiver, who abode 
not in the truth; and there is the false prophet, who speaksof his own, 
and not from the Lord; and there is the beast, tiiat makes the war 
against the lamb and his saints, who witness the testinu>ny of Jesus, and 
the word of God. Therefore mind the word of God, ye children of the 
light, who are in the light, that comes from the word; mind the worcl 
of the Lord, which is as a hammer, and as a fire, and sharper than a 
two*edged sword; And ye who are the Lord's, are not your own ; but 
they who are in their own time, see not the time which is in the Fa- 
ther's hand ; their time is always, and they do their own works, and 
not the works of Ch)d, which the son of God did. G. F« 

CXXXIX. 

Friends, — Know the prayii^ in the spirit, and with the und^^tand- 
ing ; then ye will come to knew the s^hs and groans that cannot be 
uttered. For such as have not the spirit that gave forth the scriptures 
to guide them, are as the Pharisees were, in the long prayers, and in 
the wrath, and in the doubting, and do not lift up hdy hands. This 
makes a difference between praying in the spirit^ and the Pharisees' 
long prayera» that devoured widows' houses. 

And none owns the light as it is Jesus, but he that owns the l%ht 
that Christ lighteth lum withal. And none owns the truth, but who 
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owns the y^t tbat cometfa from Christ, the truth* And none cometb 
to the Father, but such who owns^the light that cometh from Christ, 
which kads to him. Nor none owns the son, except he owns the light 
that cometh from him. 

For all dwelling in the light that comes from Jesus, it leads out of 
wars, leads out of strife, leads out of the occasion of wars, and leads out 
of the earth up to God, out of earthly-mindedness to heavenly-nunded- 
ness, and bringeth your minds to be in heaven. 6. F. 

CXL. — To Friends f concerning colleeting their eufferinge^ fye* 

All Friends every where, that do sufier for tithe, and are served with 
writs to answer at London, take copies of your subpoenas and writs, 
that ye may have them, when ye appear, to show them to the court ; 
whereby ye may be kept atop of the persecutors and evil doers. And 
keep a copy of all your sufferings for tithes in every county, that it 
may be laid on their heads that cause you to suffer. And all Friends 
that sufier imprisonment, or are fined for not swearing, keep a copy of 
your sufierings in every county, and the men's names that cause you 
to sufier, for tithes, or for not swearing. And all Friends that sufier 
for not giving money for repairing of steeple-houses, keep copies of 
your sufierings, in every county, and by whom. And as any are 
brought to suffer for these things, or for not bowing to any deceit what- 
soever, let a true and a plain copy of such suffering be sent up to 
London. And such as are moved of the Lord to go to steeple-houses, 
and are beat, knocked down, or imprisoned; let a copy of all such suf* 
ferings be sent up as abovesaid, that the things may be laid on the 
heads cS them that caused the sufferings. And if any be beaten or 
wounded in going to meetings, or be struck or bruised in meetings, or 
taken out of meetings and imprisoned; let copies of such things be taken, 
and sent as abovesaid, under the hands of two or three witnesses ; tbat 
the truth may be exalted, and the power and life of God lived in. And 
if any Friends be summoned up by writs, or subpoenaed to appear per- 
sonally to answer for tithes, let them do it, that the truth may i^tand 
over the head of the liar; which may answer the truth in every one. 
And as ye are moved, be obedient to the truth, that nothing may reign 
but the truth. They that say ye must appear personally, and when 
ye appear, say they do not mean so, but that ye must appear by fto 
attorney; this is not truth, this is made up of a lie, and is to be judged 
by them that dwell in the truth. 

If any Friends be moved to write to them who caused thdr fsaS&t" 
ings, let them do it; nevertheless let copies be sent of their sufferings 
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as itforesaud. And also any that suffer for not puttiog (^ their hats lor 
conscience sake, let copies be sent up of these things likewise. 

G. F. 

JX this be teat among all Friends in aU counties in this nation* 

CXLL — To Friends, to gather up their sufferings and lay them be- 
fore the judges. 

AU Friends every where, that are in any sufferings, let your suffer- 
ings he gathered up together in every county, ye that have suffered 
by justices, or constables, or bailifis; let your names be set to your suf- 
ferings, and a name or two to witness them, and the names of them 
that caused you to suffer. And after that ye have gathered up your 
sufierings in every county, in the county where the judges come, let 
your sufferings be laid before them, who are sent forth from the head 
and heads of the nation, (which nation or nations is to be governed as 
a family, in justice and truth, and judgment, and righteousness.) For 
he that is the head in the nation, gives forth his charge to the ju<%es; 
for they are aU as his servants. The judges come forth into the 
several counties, and the counties are as their families ; and they give 
forth their charge to the justices, sheriffi, juries, bailiffi, constables. 
The justices and sheriffi of the counties, they are to look to their places 
as to their families; chief constables and other constables in their 
places, as to their families; and the constable to look to his town as to 
his family. The judges give charge to all in their places. Now these 
not judging and doing justly, sheriffs, juries, constables not doing justly, 
righteously, or equally; the sufferings being gathered together, short and 
true, and their actions that have not been just and righteous, who 
caused the righteous to suffer and truth to fall in the gates, and in the 
streets, that equity cannot enter, (for equity cannot enter where truth 
is fallen; for that which lets in equity is truth.) Gather up such your , 
sufferings in every county, that suffer by the unjust and unrighteous, 
and deliver them to the judges that they may see it ; that they may 
judge justly and see what is done in the family to whom they give 
their charge, and what their master's servants have done, justices, 
dierifi^ constables. And if the ju<%e that sits in the gate will not judge 
righteously, nor plead the cause of the innocent, nor help the helpless, 
nor break the jaws of the wicked that tear and rend the innocent, (but 
is light and vain,) God, who is just, is ready to plead their cause, and 
to judge and cast out the unjust judges. For he that judgeth among 
the judges, (and relieves the oppressed, and helps the helpless, and 
strengthens flie weak hands and feeble knees, and gives righteousness 
to every one that loves it, to every one whose intents are upright and 
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and crosaeo the ends and intents of every one that is from that» and 
gives judgment upon the unjust And that a copy of all your sufier- 
ings, which are delivered to the judges in every county be kept and 
sent up to him that is the head in the natk»i, (who sends forth the 
judges as his servants^) that he may see^ measure* and weigh, how un<> 
righteously they have judged, and what his servants have done, which 
cause the dividing of his family-; and through the want of judgment run- 
nisg down the streets, equity cannot enter because truth is fallen. So 
these things being laid upon the heads of the nation that they may feel 
and see that God's judgments are just ; and will come upon them if 
they do not judge justly, and do not measure righteously, and do not 
weigh truly. So that in every circuit and assizes the sufferings of all 
Friends being gathered and sent to every judge in his circuit, a copy 
of the said su&rings, (which were so laid before such a judge,) may be 
afterwards brought and sent to the head of the nation ; that truth, 
righteousness and justice may re^, and Friends be clear of the blood 
of all men. That the seed of Grod may reign, which doth reign above 
all the wicked. G. F. 

CXLII. 

All my dear friends, — Keep up your heads above the waters and 
the sea, in which there is a tempest. Fear not the devil, nor all his 
darts nor weapons, nor all his soldiers and instruments that he keeps in 
league with ; but mind the power of God and the light of Jesus, and be 
clothed with, and put on the armour of light, and the helmet of salva- 
tion, and the breast-plate of righteousness, the shield of faith, in which 
ye have victory, and unity, and access to GhnL And dwell in patience 
and love to God, and one towards another; for the lamb must have the 
^ victory over them all, the wild beasts in the field or wilderness, who 
are in the fall from God. And though these beasts' horns be never so 
^^9 yet the lamb shall conquer them ; who gets the victory, and over- 
comes, and takes away the sin. And the Iamb hath wisdom, the lamb 
hath power ; follow him, then ye shall have his mind, wisdom, and pa- 
tience ; and in that ye foUow the spirit of truth, and are led by that 
(against which there is no law) in which there is life and peace, and 
fellowship with the son and the Father, and all the saints, and their 
words. Therefore live in the truth, and then ye live in Christ the way, 
that lives, who was before the untruth was, in which the many ways in 
the wilderness are. And living in the truth ye live in the love and 
unity, yea, in that which was be£dre.the enmity was, and in^mrfection; 
in which truth is all perfection of love, and life, and light, which light. 
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Kfe) and truth, is the way to God, in \vhom the church is which Christ 
is the head of. And who come to this church they come iato God the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ ; and who come to God, they must 
come into the light, life, and truth. And that is the way in which peo- 
ple are renewed into God's image of holiness and righteousness again, 
in wluch God is seen. Which way is out of the ways of man, that is 
fallen from the image of God's righteousness and true holiness; in which 
way are all the gadders abroad from God, out of the life. G. F. 

CXLIIL 

All friends and brethren, in the noble seed of God live, which hath 
the promise of life, which is the top and corner stone, Chrfst oyer all 
set, in whom is life eternal and fulness for you all, and life, peace, and 
wisdom. And the seed Christ destroyeth the devil and his works, which 
seed Christ lives for ever. Feel and know that in yourselves which 
will never have an end ; and then ye v^ill know that which doth remain 
and abide v^Hen the devil and his works are destroyed and gone. The 
seed remaineth, Christ, the power of God, which goeth over the power 
of the devil, in which is the saints unity, that is everlasting ; which 
brlngeth to the church that is in God. And so all in the power of the 
Lord God and the seed live, which is over all that which is not in his 
pure life ; in which ye all have unity that never hath an end. My love 
is to you in the seed, in which there is life. G. F. 

CXLIV. 

Friends, — Get not knowledge in the unsanctified and unregenerated 
part ; for that which is not sanctified in your own particulars, will not 
be to them that it is declared to. Neither can ye feel your words that 
come from the unsanctified and unregenerated part, go from you with 
joy and life ; for that part will glory and boast, and vaunt itself and 
say, this have I done, and that have I spoken, and not glory in the Lord. 
So this satisfies not, and the spirit in prison is not refreshed by those 
things. G. F. 

CXLV. 

Friends, — Where there is strife among any of you, mind the light to 
judge it down and condemn it ; by which light your minds may be 
guided up to Christ, where there is no strife, to learn of him, and to 
condemn all that with the light, which would give the world a ground 
to reproach truth, and to see yottr nakedness. For that which is oUt 6t 
the light will fall and confound itself. So mittd that whifch keeps ydtif 
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peace, and condemns that which leads into weakness; and that which 
will let in prejudice, goes from the light. All which is to be condemn- 
ed with the light, which leads to Christ the covenant of peace. And 
where there is strife which leads out into many words, such will wither 
and bring themselves under condemnation at last Such must be silent 
and mind that which doth condemn them ; that the life in them may 
arise, wherein is no strife. For where men's spirits are high, something 
is stirring that should be kept imder ; take heed that get not up into 
rule. So first learn the midistrj of condemnation in yourselves, that 
life may arise, before ministry in the spirit be known, which preacheth 
peace by Jesus CSirist, where there is no strife. Therefore wait to know 
the time of silence. And all Friends, let your patience and moderation 
be known to all men ; for nothing is attained to that is good by strife, 
for that is out of Christ in the forward will, which is to be condemned 
with the light, (where is the unity,) which cometh from Christ, and 
leadeth up to Christ the covenant of life. And take heed, all Friends, 
of causing his name to be blasphemed through you among the heathen, 
but mind and wait to receive the love of God which bears all things, 
and suffers all things ; and so comes to receive the armour of righteous- 
ness, which quenches all the fiery darts of satan, that the patience that 
bears and sufiers all things may be witnessed. 6. F. 

CXL VI.— To FriencU in Ireland. 

Friends, — ^Feel all of you the power of the Lord God in yourselves to 
guide your minds up to God, and to give you dominion over all weak- 
ness, and to strengthen and to heal you. And look not out, but every 
one feel the power of God in your own particulars, and let all your 
faith stand in that ; then will ye have unity, and in that ye will have 
dominion and victory, and it will keep you in order. In which ye will 
have virtue, and in which ye will feel the spirit, in which ye will have 
fellowship and comfort. And be low and still in the life and power, and 
not hasty nor rash ; that ye may in the life and power answer that of 
God in every one, that crieth for peace and rest. So dwell in the love 
of God, this I warn you and charge every one of you; your faith stand- 
ing in this and in the power of God, then ye will feel the presence of 
the Lord God among you. G. F. 

CKlTfll.— To Friends in Wales. 

Friends, — Live in the wisdom of the Lord, for that is it which doth 
preserve you pure, lively, and gentle, above that which is below. And 
m the increase of God live, and in his virtue, power, and love, that 
dvougb it your hearts may be established and filled with the same ; 
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that justice and truth may in all things be amongst you, and Christ Je- 
sus Imown in the midst of you as a prophet, priest, and king, (who hath 
gathered you in his name,) to open and reveal to you, and rule you,, 
who is the quickenii^ spirit in whom the spiritual sacrifices are offered. 
Therefore I say, know Christ, who. is the substance of all the types, 
figures, and shadows, by whom the world was made, who destroys the 
enmity among people, and the devil the author of it; and in him is both 
life and peace. The heave ofiering was a figure of Christ the one offer- 
ing ; the priests, and the law, and the first covenant, were figures of the 
everlasting covenant, Christ Jesus. Oaths which ended strife in th^ 
time of the law and before, were figures of Christ, the oath of God, who 
sware by himself; which oath Christ Jesus endefh, and destroys the 
devil the author of strife, and brings people to yea and nay, who judges 
the false oath and ends the true. For there were no oaths commanded 
before the fall ; so there are none to be in the restoration and redemption 
by Christ. They see this doctrine that are renewed again (in measure) 
into God's image, and are come into obedience to Christ's doctrine and 
the apostle's, as in the primitive times; and see the ground of swearing 
among the Jews, and see the ground of swearing got up since the apos- 
tles' days, among the apostates from the primitive practice in the church 
in the apostles' days. And they see that oaths were not given to man 
before the &ill, and see they are not to be in the restoration ; nor were 
in the primitive times, nor in the beginning according to the doc- 
trine of Christ, who is the first and the last, who is to be minded, and 
his doctrine, who is the top and corner stone. And now is the bride 
his wife, coming up out of the. wilderness, where she hath been driven, 
and been fed of (jod in this time of the beast's, dragon's, false church's^ 
and whore's worship, which hath gotten up since the apostles' days. 
Therefore all walk, in the light of the lamb, that by his blood ye may 
be washed ; that through it and the testimony of the Lord Jesus ye may 
overcome. And meet in the power of God, and in that keep your meet- 
ings; that ye and every one of you may inherit the power of God, and 
so come into your own inheritances. So live in love, peace, and unity, 
one with another ; for the body doth edify itself in love. And the grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you, amen ! to teach you, and to sea- 
son and to establish your hearts, and to bring you salvation ; and in that 
live which was before enmity was. G. F. 

CXLYHL — •dn exhortation to fervent prayer and steadfast faithy 
in time of the greatest troubles and exercises. 

O my dear friends and brethren every where! let all your cries 
and prayers be to the Lord in singleness of heart, in his spirit and 
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power, and in bdief in God through Christ, to receiye what ye pray 
for. For the Lord's ears are open to the cries of his poor .and afflicted 
ones. So, day and night let your cries be to him, who will keep you 
in all distresses. For in your afflictions Christ is afflicted, and in all 
your oppressions he is oppressed, ^nd in all your imprisonments he is 
imprisoned, and in all your sufierings he sufiereth, and in all your per- 
secutions he is persecuted. * Saul, Saul, why persecutes! thou m»V 
said Christ. And all Friends, keep out of the vain fashions of the world 
in your apparel, and run not after every new fashion the world invent- 
eth and setteth up ; keep in your plain fashion, that ye may judge the 
world's vanity and its spirit in its vain fashions, and show a constant 
spirit in the truth and plainness. 

And be moderate and chaste in all your families, and in all your impri- 
sonment& keep in the fast to the Lord, which breaks do\if^n the bond of 
iniquity, by which every one's health groweth. And ye may ako seey 
how Christ Jesus encourages to pray, Mark xiii. 'Take ye heed, 
watch and pray ; and what I say unto one, I say unto all, watch.' 
And in Luke xL 5. 13. wherein he further encourages to pray, where 
Christ saith, * Which of you shall have a friend, and shall go unto him at 
midnight, and say unto him, friend, lend me three loaves, for a friend 
of mine in his journey is come to me, ^id I have nothing to set before 
him. And he from within shall answer and say; trouble me not, the 
door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed, I cannot rise 
and give thee. I say unto you, though he will not rise, and give 
him, because he is his friend, yet because of his importunity he will 
rise, an4 give him as many as he needeth. And I say unto 
you, ask, and it shall be given you ; seek, and ye shall find ; knock, 
and it shall be opened unto you. For every one that asketh, receiv- 
eth ; and he that seeketh, findeth ; and to him that knocketh, it shall 
be opened.' And upon this Christ encourages to knock, pray, and seek. 
* For if a son shall ask bread of any of you, that is a Father, will he 
give him a stone? Or if he ask a fish, will he for a fish give him a 
serpent! Or if he shall ask an egg, will be give him a scorpion ? If 
ye then being evil, know how to give go()d gifts unto your children, 
how much more shall your heavenly Father give the holy spirit to tbem 
that ask him.' And further he encourages to pray. Luke xviii. * He 
spake a parable unto them, that men ought always to pray, and not 
faint, saying, there was in a city a judge, that feared not God, 
neither regarded man. And there was a widow in that city, and she 
came to him, and said, avenge me of mine adversary ; and he would 
not for awhile. But afterwards he said within himself, though I fear 
not God» nor regard man ; yet because this widow troubleth aie, I will 
aisei^e her, lest by b^r continual coming ohe weary me. And the 
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liord saici, Hear v/bat the unjust judge saitib. And shall not God 
arenge his ovm elect, wlerck cry day and night unto hiniy though he 
bear long with them? I tell you, that he will avenge them speedily.' 
Here mind the promise of Christ, that doth not change, but will be &Lh 
filled* 

And Christ distinguishes in a parable of a Pharisee, (who was a pidb- 
lic praying man,) and of a Publican, that stood aiar cfff and cried for 
mercy; who being in the fear, was more justified than the Pharisee, 
who was in the public praying. So, pray in the spirit and in the 
faith, nothing wavering nor doubting. And seek and watch in the 
spirit, every one in your measures, that ye have received, and therein 
to be preserved ; and Christ the life will open to you, and the spirit 
will give you an understanding, and a distinction of the state of *ask* 
ing, and not receiving, and of seeking, and not finding, and the pray* 
ing in the wavering and in. the doubting,' which is not in the spirit' of 
God. But such-ask in that nature which doubts, and would consume it 
on their lusts. So, ask in faiths that gives the victory over the waver- 
ing, doubting nature. And whatsoever ye ask believing, it will be 
given unto you ; it is Christ's promise. John xiv. 13, 14. For Christ 
saith, * Whatsoever ye ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father 
may be glorified in the son. If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I 
will do it If ye love me, keep my commandments.' So, every one's 
prayers are assured unto them, and their requests effectual in their 
obedience, and loving Christ, and keeping his commandments. 

G. F. 

CXLIX. — 7b Friends^ to know one another in the light. 

All Friends every where meet together, and in the measure of God's 
spirit wait, that with it all your minds may be guided up to God, to re- 
ceive wisdom from God; that ye may all come to know how ye may 
walk up to him in his wisdom, that it may be justified of you, and ye in 
it preserved up to God, and be glorified. And Friends meet together, 
and know one another in that which is eternal, which was before the 
world was. For knowing one another only in the letter and flesh, dif- 
fers you little from the beasts of the field ; for what they know they 
know naturally. But all knowing one another in the light which was 
before the world was, this differs you from the beeists of the field, and 
from the world's knowledge, and brings you to know one another in the 
elect seed which was before the world was. And if ye turn from this 
light ye grow strange ; and so neglecting meetings ye grow cold, and 
your minds run into the earth and grow weary and slothful, and care- 
less, and heavy, and sottish, and dull, and dead. Ye may speak theu/of 
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things which were opened once from the light, though now ye be turned 
irom it ; but with the light in which is the unify is aU that condemned. 
Ixi which (light) is the fellowship with the son, from whence the light 
Gomes, which keeps in the liveliness, which keeps from slothfulness, and 
all those things before mentioned, which are contrary to the light ; which 
who turns from, turns into. Therefore in the light wait and walk, that 
ye may have fellowship one with another I charge you all, in the pre- 
sence of the living Grod, that none boast yourselves above your measure 
of light; if ye do ye will be buffeted. For such run into presumption, 
and so into reproof. Which reproof that spirit will not take patiently, 
but gets up into presumption ; which is to be condemned with the light, 
in which is the unity, which keeps from desperatiou and presumption. 
They who go from the light, ttie enemy comes into them, and the 
envy, and the mandayer gets up within and slays the man ; and no such 
one hath eternal life abiding in him, for he is turned from the l%ht 
which comes from Christ Jesus, the life. All who dwell in the light 
which comes from Christ, come to receive the eternal life. And here 
Ae. love of God is shed abroad in the heart ; and dwelling in love ye 
dwell in God, and from the life the eternal love doth flow, which life 
comer from the Father of life, whose love doth not change. And so 
with the light (ye dwelling in it which leads to the life) ye will conae 
to witness the faith unfeigned, and the humility unfeigned, and the 
faith which works by love, which purifies the heart ; waiting in the light 
which comes from Christ Jesus, this is received from him. For with the 
light man sees himself, which (light) comes from Christ, who is the author 
and finisher of his faith ; which faith gives him the victory over that 
which he sees to be contrary to the light and to the word. And this is 
the one faith ; and here the first Adam and the second Adam are known 
and seen. G. F. 

Let this be read amongst Friends every where. 

CL. — To Friends, to live in love and unity together ^ in the power of 

God, 

Friends all every where, in the life and power of God live and dwell, 
and spread the truth abroad. Quench not the spirit, but live in love 
and unity one with another; that with the wisdom of God ye may all 
be ordered to God's glory. And live all in patience one with another, 
and in the truth, that ye may feel and see to the beginning, before the 
world and its foundation was, in the faith which gives the victory ; that 
nothing may reign but the life and power amongst you. And live all €is the 
family of God in love, in life, in truth, in power, having your house 
established atop of all the mountains and hills ; that ye may answer that 
of God in every man, and the word of the Lord ye may witness to go 
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forth amoDg'-you aod be among you. So in this tbe Lord God Almighty 
preserve you and keep you. And in the son of God's power live, for all 
power in heaveli and earth is given to him ; who is to subdue- all the 
powers of darkness, and to make the kingdoms of the world his kingdom. 
And none go beyond th^ measure of the spirit of God, nor quench it ; 
for where it is quenched it cannot try things. So if any have anything 
upon them to -speak, in the life of God ^nd up and speak it, if it be biiut 
two or three words, sni sit down again ; and keep in the life, that ye 
may answer that of God in every man upon the earth. To you this is 
the word of the Lord God. « 6. F. 

CLL 

Friends, — There was a time when the apostles preached Christ that 
died at Jerusalem; and they witnessed him forth, and brought (for 
proof) the prophets' testimonies who prophesied of him. And they 
that preached Christ's sufferings at Jerusalem, showed the fuldlling of 
the prophets and the law, and all that was written of him. And after, 
the apostles {M'eached Christ the substance (the end of the types and 
figures) amongst them that had the prophets' words, and the law, and 
the outward temple ; and they showed them out of the prophets' words, 
bbA out of the law, that that was the Christ that died at Jerusalem, and 
suflered without the gate. 

And then there was a time that the apostles preached CJirist in them, 
to them that did.believe and had received him; * Know ye not, that 
Christ iis' in you, except ye be reprobates?' And, * Christ in you, the 
hope of glory.' And, * If Christ be in you, the body is dead.' And, * They 
that are Christ's, have crucified the affections and lusts, and all things 
are become new.' But thigt was spoken to them that believed, who 
wMere the saints, to them < Christ in them' was preached, the substance 
of what the prophets prophesied of; and to believe in him who was 
risen, the resurrection. But to the world the apostles preached repent- 
ance, and to believe in Jesus Christ ; and taught faith towards God. But 
to them who were redeemed out of the world, in and to whom the son 
of God was made manifest, (who were brought to God, the judge of all, 
and to the church in God, and to the innumerable company of angels, 
and to the spirits of just men, who were made perfect in him through 
faith towards God,) preaching repentance and the doctrine of baptism 
was needless, in whom it was fulfilled, to and in such as were brought 
to God« He that can receive this may, for to it there is no private 
meaning. 

There is a time of preaching faith towards God ; and there is a time 
to be brought to God. ~ But such as are here deny the first priesthood. 
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awi Yvttness the second witb the eternal spirit of God ;. who witness him 
without father or vcnodij^rj a priest for erer, after the order of Mekhi- 
sedeck. G. F. 

CLIL*-* 7b Friends, concerning openingSy ^e. 

• This is the word of the Lord God to fou all. In all openings and 
speakings let not the man be lifted up, for that will not be the servant, 
but the master ; which is to be thrown down with that from whenoe 
the openings come. Therefore keep down that which would be lift- 
ed up in the sight of the world, for that doth (often) fall in the sight 
of the world; but that being lifted, up which answereth that of God in 
every man, this is of the son of God, who is exalted above the world, 
and was before it was made and created. 

, And every one dwell in the seed and life of God, and in that know 
one anotiber. And meet together, and keep your meetings, that ye may 
see the Lord Jesus Christ in the midst of you. G. F. 

CLIU. — To Friends beyond sea, that have Slacks cmd Indian^ 

Slaves. 

Dear friends,-*-! was moved to write these things to you in all those 
plantations. God, that made the world, and all thin^ therein^ 
gjiveth life and breath to aU» ^nd they all have their life and moving, 
and their being in him, he is the God of the spirits of all flesh, and is no 
respecter of persons; but * whosoever feareth him and worketh righte- 
eosness, is accepted of hinu* And he hath made all nations of one blood 
to dwell upon the face of the eajrtbf and bis eyes are over all the works 
of his bands, and seeth every thing that is done under the whole hea- 
vens ; and the ^ earth is the Lord's and the fulness thereof.' And he 
causeth the rain to fall upon the just and upon the unjust, and also he 
causeth the sun to shine upon the just and the unjust; and he com- 
mands to ' love all men,' for Christ loved all, so that he * died for sin- 
ners.' And this is God's love to the world, in giving his son into the 
world ; ' that whosoever believeth in him should not perish.' And ha 
doth ' enlighten every man that cometh into the \vorld,' that they might 
believe in the son. And the gospel is preached to^ every creature un- 
djsr heaven ; which is the power that giveth liberty and freedom, and 
is glad tidings to every captivated cr^iture under the whole heavens. 
And the word of God is in the heart and mouth, to obey and do it, and 
not for them to ascend or descend for it ; and this is the word of &iih 
which w^s and is preached. For Christ is given fw a covenant to the 
people, and a light to the Gentiles, and to enlighten them, who is the 
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gtory of Israriy and God's ' salvatk>n to the ends d'the earth.' And so 
ye are to have the miad of Christ, and to be mereifuU as your heavenly 
Father is merciful. G. F. 

CUV. 

O friends ! keep out of that state, which is out of and below the 
chaste nature ; for all unchasteness, by the power of the Lord and his 
truth and light, is to be judged. Therefore live in the truth and in the 
light of Grod, that keeps you all chaste, for in that is the unity, and out 
of that is the war. For from the lusts are the wars and strife. Oh ! keep 
over that nature, that purity npiay flow, and righteousness spread, and 
truth flourish, and love and peace abound in and amoiigst all the family 
of God Keep down the unchaste, keep down the adulterous eye, and 
keep down the hist of the flesh, which is not of the Father but of the 
world ; and lust is against the spiritual fellowship, and spiritual union, 
and spiritual dominion, for that would be as a lord, to lord above the 
spirit, which the spirit of Ood is Lord over, and judges it. Keep down 
the lustful heart and eye, for that leads from God, and joins with the 
adulterate in any thing, or with any thing that is evil ; keep truth and 
a pure conscience, and there ye have an unspotted life, in which ye 
may see over the spotted life, where no chastity nor purity is. There«> 
fore live in that which keeps you chaste, then ye follow Christ the 
Lamb ; for there are the holy joy, and peace, and comfort, and unity 
known, in the life and fellowship with the God of life. For what is the 
cause of all the lusting spirits to envy, and of the wisdom that is sen- 
sual, earthly, and devilish, but a living and a going out from the truth 
and the life ? Which (truth and life) is the mark of the high calling of 
GoA in Christ, where the peace is. And so4he spirit of this world lusts 
to envy, it lusts to strife, it lusts to contention, it lusts against the spirit 
of God; the lusts of the eye, and the pride of life, and the lusts of the 
fleshy clothed with flesh, covered with flesh, not with the spirit, such are 
imchaste, and follow the lust, not the Lamb, and so live in that which 
the war proceeds from, and in strife and contention. And, therefore, 
mark that spirit with the eternal power of God, for it judges with evil 
thoughts, being in the earth, and thinks all to be like itself, being in 
the bad, and in the lust, and in the adultery ; it judges all to be like 
itseUl 

Oh ! therefore mind the holy life, the chaste life'! That is the bride's 
clothing, 1^ which she adorns herself for her husband, Christ Jesus. 
Therefore live in that winch keeps your peace, there is your life 
and dominion ; that weeds may not grow, nor brambles, but that they all 
may be cut down and weeded out. For thosis grow through the liberty 

Vol. VIL 19 
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of the flesh, and by that ye come to be darkened, and leoe Jrour dis* 
cerning and feeling ; and there gets the beam into the eye, by which 
ye come to judge with that judgment which is for judgment* which 
should be judged down by the spirit of truth and peace. And so live 
in the same peace with God, and. one with another, and have fellowship 
in the chaste life, and in the spirit and power of God. And keep down 
that which lusts to envy, and strife, andcontentbn, for that will not, 
nor cannot bear ^true judgment, but will flatter and fawn, and sow dis- 
sention ; and so in the end will bring dishonour both to God and his 
people. That can never abide true judgment or sound doQtrine, for 
that adulterates from God, and jcnns in marriage with that which is 
adulterated from God. And so the unchaste follows the whore and the 
adulterer, and goes to the marriage supper of the adulterer and the 
whore; but the chaste virgin follows the Lamb, and goes to the mar- 
riage supper of the Lamb. Therefore all live in the chaste life, by 
which ye may follow the Lamb of God to his supper and marriage* 
And keep ye all out of that from whence contentions, and strife, and 
wars arise, which are the fruits of them that live in the lust, which is 
seen with the everlasting power, the ground from whence strife, and 
contention, and wars conie, the unchaste, which live in the lust; which 
lust will defile all that receive it. Therefore, all Friendis every where, 
your fellowship is to be in the gospel, the power of God, and in thespi- 
rit, the fruits of which is peace; in which ye all will be kept in domi- 
nbn, pure and chaste to God, and one towards another* For all that 
come to the sabbath of rest must put off their old clothes^ which they 
have worn in their old works, labours, and travels. For six days Ihe 
Jews were to labour, but the seventh day was their rest, which is per* 
fection. G. F. 

CLV. — Concerning the LighL 

Friends, — ^Ye that be turned to the light in it wait, in it meet lo^ 
gether, that with it your hearts may be joined t(^her up to CSirist, 
the head, from whence the light doth come ; with which je may see all 
the world «id all the gatherings that are out of the light, jwhich are in 
the vanities of their minds, and in the rebelliottsness 6i their hearts, and 
stubbornness of it from the light. But ye believing in the light and re- 
ceiving it, ye receive and come into the covenant with God, and peace 
with God ; and into that which gives the knowledge of his gkxry and of 
his image* And this belief giveth the victory over the world, and 
brings unto God, and into his likeness, and separates you from the 
world, and its likeness, and image, and its fashion, which are out of ttie 
Kgbt; and its knowledge, and its wisdom, and its honour, and its fear» 
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and its love, and its rejoicing, which are out of the light in the flesh, 
and in the iniquity, inhere the soul is in death. But in the light rejoic- 
ing and walking, ye receive the love of God shed abroad into your 
hearts, which love rejoiceth in the truth, (mark,) in that which the 
devil abode D0t in. With that ye know •and will know the increase of 
God, and know God and his law put in your minds, and in your hearts 
written, where the fear is placed, where the secrets of the Lord are 
revealed* and the light, which is the truth, comes to be walked in. Here 
is a joy in the Lord where no flesh glories. In this waiting, (in the 
light,) the world where there is no end it gives you to see; and the 
power of the world which is to c<mie, ye will come to see and be par- 
takers of. Which power ye receiving (who ar€ in the light,) it brings 
yon to become the sons of God, and to be heirs of tiie world where 
there is no end, and of the everlasting inheritance which fedeth not 
away» and the riches which are durable, where no thief can come, nor 
nothing to rust co* canker; for that is out of the light that doth thieVe, 
rust, or canker, and in the transgression. Therefore, ye saints in the 
light of the most high God, whose name is dreadfiil amongst you, and 
his power made manifest in measure, and his glory appearing, walk 
worthy of the high calling ! Keep your dominion, keep your place of 
rest in the power and strength of the Abttighty, and meet together in 
the loVe, unity, and peace, and know one another in this love that 
cfaangeth not; which being received, ye walk in that which condemns 
that which is changeable. This loVe rejoiceth in the truth, and hath 
d<»ninion over him that abode not in the truth, but rejoiceth in that 
which the devil abode not in. And here the spirit is received in which 
Ood is worshipped, the Father of spirits. He that beiieveth here be- 
lieves in the Lord, and shall never be confounded; for he believes in 
that which doth confound and condemn those who are out of the lights 
and gone from the word of God in the heart, and from the power of 
God, and from the light of the glorious gospel, which is the power of 
God. The God o( the world hath blinded their eyes that abide not in 
the truth, they are gone from the light which is the truth ; and all that 
are blinded by the god of the world, these are out of the light and out 
ot the truth. Therefore ye being in the light, and to it turned, (the 
light of the gkxpiotts gospel,) the image of God is seen, aiKl the glorious 
gospel received, l^refore walk in the light as the chikbren of the 
light, and know the wisdom that is of her children justified ; that ye 
may answer the Kght in every one (that comes into the world) that 
hateth it And keep your habitatk>ns, that ye may every one feel your 
sprli^ in the Kght which comes from the Lord, and feel your nourish- 
ment and refrediment ; which waters the plants and causeth them to 
grow np in the Lord, from whom the pure, Jiving springs come. And 
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here is the water which is the witness in the earth, which doth wash; 
and here comes the spirit to be known, the witness which doth baptize, 
and the witness the blood, which doth cleanse, which agrees wilii the 
witness in heaven. So, he that believes hath the witoess in himself. 
(Mark and take notice.) And so, ye being in the light, every one in 
particular feed upon the bread of life which comes from above, which 
nourisheth up to eternal life; wherein as every one grows up, here 
every one gives glory to the Father, and to the son, and knows the light 
which is the way, the truth, and the Ufe. Every one of you that are 
turned to it, ye are in the one way, truth, light, and life, feeding upon 
the one bread which comes from above ; which whosoever doth eat of 
lives for ever, and shall never die. 

Let this be read among all Fri^ids every where, in this nation and 
elsewhere, that to the light are turned and in it are kept, that in the 
unity they may all be kept. And in it God Almighty preserve and 
keep you, that ye may feel his promises, which are to the seed; and know 
the seed to which the blessing is, and know the fiesh of CSirist, that ye 
may be flesh of his flesh. And friends, live at peace among yourselves, 
waiting upon the Lord ; and the Lord God of life and peace be with 
you. 

Let no Friends be discouraged; bilt walk in the truth and the love 
of it, and to it bend. 6. F. 

CLVL — To FHendSf to keep in that which is savoury. 

'' All Friends, — ^I do warn and charge you in the presence ci the living 
God, in his wisdom and life keep, that no ill savour be nor get up 
amongst you. For ye are the salt of the earth, to season and to make 
savoury to God; but if the salt have lost its savour, it is henceforth 
good for nothing* Therefore I do warn you all, mind that which doth 
keep your peace ; whereby ye all may grow in love, and know Christ 
in you aU, in whom is peace. Ye are the light of the world to answer 
the light in every one, that with the light they may see your good 
works, and by seeing them, they may glorify your Father which is in 
heaven ; for all deceit is judged and condemned by it. And every one 
keep in the measure of the life of God, and see that there be no strife 
nor presumption among you ; but all serve one another in love, and let 
that of God guide every one of you, in which ye may have umty one 
with another and with God. And in his life wait to receive power to 
bind and chain all down which is contrary to truth. . And so, in the 
life and power of God, the Lord God Almighty preserve you to his ^lory. 
Amen. 
The liglit is precious to hfaa that believes in it, and walks ^accord- 
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iog to its leading. So, white ye have the light, walk in the light, 
and live in the light, Christ the truth; that ]re may, through obedi^ 
ence to it, be the children of the light and of the day. For the light 
and the truth were before darkness and deceit were. 

G. F. 

CLVIL 

Friends, — ^By the wisdom of God were all things made, and by the 
wisdom of God must all things be ordered again to God's glory. 
Transgression and sin bring death and destruction; but tiiat wisdom is 
hid from all their eyes that live in sin, by which wisdom all things 
were made and orteated ; which was, before sin, death, and destruction 
were. Andso^ that n it, which the creatures and creation of God 
must be ordered by, that wisdom which made them, and doth not 
change; which is hid from death and destruction, and from that which 
is in the tetn^fession of life, and must not rule. So Friends every 
where, be tender to those that have forsaken ^ny thing for truth. 
And if tibat their parents have put them out from them, or their mas- 
ters piit them aWay for truth's sake, and. them that are put out of 
flieir places for truth's sake, such in the truth receive and cherish ; 
that they may be kept in the service of the creation to God's glory, 
answering that of God in all. For every one is to abide in their places, 
and there to be faithftil, except they be put out, or put away, and be 
buifeted for no fault, and take it patiently; that is thanksworthy. And 
do good unto aU, especially to them that are of the household of faith, 
and be as the church of God, guided in the wisdom of the Most High, 
wbocausethhisrain to fall upon.thejust and upon the unjust. Andso^be 
JB merciful as your heavenly Father js merciful. And know the seed o( 
God that is heir of the promise in every one of you, and the wisdom, 
by whichalltlmgs must be ordered to his glory, who upholds all things 
by his word of power. By which word of wisdom all things were 
created, and must be ordered again to the glory of the Creator; in 
which man will be kept clean unto God, ^nd honour God with his sub* 
stance, and glorify God in his spirit JWhereby every one's conversa- 
tion will come to be (wdered aright,- and ye come to set down in the 
heavenly places in Cbrist Jesus; and to know the high calting of God 
in CSirist Jesus, who calk out of darkness into the %ht, out of death 
into life. For he that calls, is holy, and calls into holiness, without 
which none shall see the Lord. 

And all Friends, be faithful in the seed and life of the Lord God ; 
that ia it which abideth in the love of God for ever, wh^e every one 
hatb ids. bread which comes dowa f rom above. That is the birth, 
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^hich abideth b the house of the Lord God for ever, and shall go 
no more forth ; which is greater than he that is in the world. And 
in the seed and life keep your meetings with God and one with another. 
So in that the Lord God Almighty preserve you all to his glory. 

G.F. 

CLVIII.— Zb Friends J to dwelt in peace and love. 

Friends and brethren every wherci dwdl in that whkh makes for 
peace and love; for * Blessed are the peacemakers* for theirs is the 
kingdom/ that stands in righteousDess, joy,and peace in the holy ghosts 
and in power. Therefore seek the peace, in which is the welfare and 
good of every one. And take heed of strife and contention, Sor that 
eats out the good, and does not edify, nor make for peace* (at it is love 
that edifies the body. Therefore keep in the seed, and know that 
which was before enmity was, in which tiiere is both peace and life. 
And all be careful to watch over one anoiber, for one another's geod; 
and be patient, and keep low and down in the power of the Lord God, 
that there ye may ccnne to enJOT the kin^om of peace, and sit down 
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the same. For blessed are all ye 
that lie down in the power of the Lord* and rise iip in it, and in (aith 
remain ; through which powet* ye c6me to be preserved and imiled t6 
the God of life and truth. And take heed of any words or carriage 
that do not tend to edifica^tion and building up in the love and Kfe. 
Therefore, ye that have tasted of the power of God, and of his good 
word, and of his light, wait for wisdom, and in it walk, that ye may be 
preserved in unity, in the light and life, and in fellowshq> with God, and 
one with another; that to the Lord (rod ye may be a good savomr, 
and to him a blessing in your generaticm, strengtheniiig one another in 
the faith, in the grace, in the word 1^ which all tilings were made 
and created. And keejnng the word of patiaice^ herein ye will see 
the Lord keeping you from all the temptations, which come to try 
them that dwell upon the eartii; by whieh word <^ God ye may all 
be preserved in the sweet and holy life, in which these is unity in 
the word, which was before enmity ; which word doth fulfil the words^ 
Therefore in that live, that ye may all feel life abundantly thorough 
the light and power, that come from the word which was in the 
beginning ; through which immortal wmrd your immortal souls may be 
brought up to the immortal God, where is joy, peace, and comfort So, 
above all things, live in that which stops strife, contentions, and jang* 
lings, and live in that by which ye come to serve one another in love, 
even in the love of Crod, which thinks no evil, nor envies iH>t, neither 
is it easily provoked. Therefcire, live in that wfaich'is not eanly- provok- 
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ed»aiid thinits no evil ; which fulfils the law, which is love out of a pure 
heart. And let not prejudice, boil in any of your hearts, but let it be 
cast out by the power of God, in which is the unity, and the everlast- 
ing kingdom; that ye may all witness your being made heirs of the 
same kingdom of peace, and to be inheritors of it, sitting. down in the 
same, knowing your own portion, and increasing in the heavenly riches. 
And this above all strife, that is below, and the man of it, which is born 
of the Egyptian woman, which genders to bondage. Therefore know 
the seed, die 84^cond man,, the heir of the promise set over all, and the 
blessing and presence of the Lord, which were before strife was. There- 
fore know the seed of life and peace to reign in you all, which possesses 
the kingdom, where there is no end. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all, to teach, season* 
and establish you, which brings your salvation* G. F. 

CLIX. 

Dear friends, — ^All dweU in the everlasting seed of God, Christ Jesus^ 
in whom ye have health and ^reogthy life and. dominion, and powejr 
over all weaknesses. And keep your minds in the strength of the Al- 
mighty, and not in weaknessy nor in the infirmities, but in the Lord'» 
fovfetf which was befi>re weakness and infirmities were ; and then in 
that power ye will find life and refreshment (vom the God of strength* 
And so in the power of God, that is over all, keep your minds in the 
life and peace of God, apd in the as^rance of him and his love; and 
so, in that dwell, an^.liye in the dpumuon of God, in his love, and life, 
andjstrength. And be of good faith, and of a valiant mind for God's 
truth upon the earth, in the power, life, truth, and seed, in wMch ye 
have domimon, peace, wisdom, and the blessing of God upon you, and 
in you; and in Qiat dwell, and know that blessed seed your crown and 
life* No more, but my k>ve» 

JFbr the contort (^ the people of Oodr and their eneouragw^ent to* 
be fait^ulf and to put their trust in hinh who per/orfneth all 
hiaproimeee. 

Po6«oBiPT.'*^The people that know their God, they prosper and pre- 
vmU^ and they Aat understand shall instruct many : and tiiough they 
mny faU, naoA go into captivity, and be spoiled now; yet when they 
shall so &U^&ey Bfaail be he^^ed; and when they are helped, many 
shall cleave imto them* And some of understanding may fall, for to 
try and pmge th^n, and to make them white, till the time be out : for 
there is a time appointed to liberty, for the faithful sufferers^ that 
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come from and through the great tribulations; and ^ Michael shall stand 
up for the children of thy people,' and every one shall be delivered, that 
shall be found written in the Lamb's book of life. O. F. 

CLX.— 2b Friends in Bristol 

All my dear friends, folly and wickedness will have an end, but the 
word of the Lord will have no end, but endureth for ever. So, feed 
upon the milk of the word, ye babes, that ye may live by that which 
comes from it, which doth endure. G. F. 

CLXI. 

O friends! do not die from the good through the wantonness of 
fleshly lusts, neither be choked with the cares of this life, nor fear the 
shearers, neither let the heat scorch your green blade; butdweU under 
the shadow of the Almighty, who will shs^de you from the heat and 
cold. Neither be cumbered nor surfeited with the riches of this worlds 
nor bound, nor straitened with them, nor married to them ; but be free 
and loose from them, and be married to the Lord The sufferings in 
all ages, of the righteous and just, were, because they could not join to 
the nations' vain worships, evil cu^oms, rudiments, traditions, and car- 
nal inventions, but joined to the Lord, and not to them ; and therefore 
they suffered, and kept single to the Lord God in following him and 
his truth, and living in it, the amen, the crown, life, virtue, and righte- 
ousness, that floweth over all, in which the righteous have peace. 

G.F. 

CLXII. 

Friends, — ^Keep your meetings in the power of God, and in his wisdom, 
(by which ail things were made,) and in the love of God, that by that 
ye may order all to his glory. And when Friends have finished their 
business, sit down and continue awhile quietly^ and wait upon the Lord 
to feel him: and go not beyond the power, but keep in the power, by 
which Grod Almighty may be felt among you^ For the power will 
bruise the head of the serpent, and all false and contrary heads ; this 
bliessed seed, as he is the head of the church, so he is also the head of 
every member of his body. And so, by the power of the Lord ye come 
to love truth, and love Jesus Christ, and love holiness; and by the power 
ye come to love God, and praise htm, and M^s him, and magnify him, 
who lives forevennore. For the power of the Lord wOl work through 
all, if that ye follow it. 

i 



Wlieai ye juc^e of matters, or when ye judge of words, or when 
ye judge of persons, all these are distinct things. A wise man will 
faot give both bis esirs to one party, but reserve one for the other party, 
and Win bear both, dnd then judge. G. F. 

CLxm. 

My dear friends, — Live in the life in which is the unity and peace one 
with another, and lowliness and humbleness of heart and mind, servii^ 
one another in the fear of the Lord God ; by and in which fear the 
wisdom of God is received from above, and by which all things were 
made and created, and by which ye may all be ordered to his glory. 
And so, this is the word of the Lord God to you all : live in the power 
of the Lord God, in which is peace, love, unity, and dominion in the 
life and power of God, which was before enmity was; and in the lights 
which was before darkness was; and in the life, which wa3 before death 
was: and so, in that feel unity and life in the power of God. And so, 
the seed of God feel over all that set, which makesr to sufier ; which 
was before it was, and will remain iT^hen that is all gone. And so, feel 
the top-stone over all laid, that his life ye may feel over all, and inf that 
live. G. F. 

CLXIV. — To Friends f to keep their meetings. 

My dearfriends,-^Keep your meetings in the power of the Lord God, 
in which ye may all feel life eternal among you. And do not forsake 
the Assembling of yourselves together, but provoke one another to love,' 
in which is edifica(aon, life, peace, truth, a?nd dominion ; in which ye 
may feel the blessing of God covering you, ye dwelling in the 8am& 
And so, meet together in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, whose 
gathering is above the gatherings of the sons and daughters^ of Adani^ 
in the fall, and will stand when they are all gone ; in which ther6 i^ 
life^ peace, and wisdom, order, and edification, in the love and life of 
Christ, over ali the brittle and foolish priests and professors in the 
world; and in which life and power there is the perfect fellowship, that 
will stand for evei?, when all other fellowships are ended and gone. And 
so, ye that know the life, and power, and light of GSirist, which was* 
before death and darkness, and the power of the same was, be faithful,' 
vfho' are gathered t<^ether in this life and power, and are met in it, 
in* it keep your meetings, in the life and power of the Lord, over aD* 
other meetings; in which ye*may all feel one another in the fellowship- 
and unity that is everlasting, and never hath end. A^d so, in that the 
Lord God Almighty preserve you all to his glory; that to the Lord God- 

Vol. VII. 20 
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ye may be a blessing ia your generatioD, and a good savour to God» and 
in the hearts of all people. That none may say, ye are an unstayed, 
unestablished, or a fickle people, and have your religion, truth, and 
worship to seek; but that ye have it already, and are established in 
the life and power of God, and in his worship, church, and religion, which 
Christ is the head and the life of, (which destroyeth the devil and his 
works,) who is the pasture of life, who was before death was. And so, 
feel him set over all that, which makes to suffer, who was before it 
was, and will remain when it is gone : and so, feel the top«stone over 
all laid, and Christ to reign. 6. F. 

CLXV. 

All Friends, be faithful in the power of God and his seed, and mind 
the power of God, which was before the power of darkness, and the fall 
of Adam were. In which power of God is your fellowship, and in which 
fellowship ye may see over the Jews' fellowship and the Gentiles,' and 
ye may see the apostles' fellowship, and the apostatized christians.' Now, 
the gospel is preached, and the true fellowship come into again, which 
the apostles were in, which was before the apostatized christians' fel- 
lowship was, out of the life and power of God which the apostles were 
in, and the church in the primitive times. And the gospel fellowship, 
the power of God, is perfect, in which is our fellowship, which was be- 
fore any imperfection was. 

And they have no more command to set up temples, tithes, oaths, or 
swearing among the christians since tl^e apostles' days, than the Gentiles 
had to set up Diana's temp}e ; for the temple worship, tithes, and oaths 
Christ came to end, and to bring people out of them, and to make them 
bis temples, and to bring to yea, yea, and nay, nay in their communi- 
cations. And so, before the fall there were no oaths, in the fall there 
were; but in the restoration there are to be no oaths, tithes, nor out- 
ward temples. G. F. 

CLXVL— 7b the church of Ood in Scotland. 

Dear friends, — In the power and light is my love to you all, in which 
the virtue, life, holiness, and righteousness are known, and the riches, 
that never fade away. Live in the truth, which ye first received, that 
it may be your crown and your clothing. And dwell in love, and peace, 
and unity one with another in the truth of God, which the devU is out 
oij, and keep your meetings in the name of .Christ Jesus, that never fell; 
and then ye will see over all the gatherings in the fall, in whom the 
peace, life, and the blessing are. And ^11 know one another in him, who 
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is the substance, and him to be your way and teacher, priest and pro- 
phet, that never fell; and then ye will see over all the false ways, 
prophets, priests, and teachers in the fall, ye being in him that never 
fell, your priest and prophet. Be faithful to God every one in your 
measure of light, life, and truth; which truth is over the whole world, 
and all that is in it. And so, living in the light and truth, ye may 
answer the light and truth in every man and woman ; and be a good 
savour to God in the hearts of all people. And keeping your habita- 
tions in the truth, and in the light and life, then ye will see over Adam 
and Eve, their sons and daughters' habitations in the fall, who cannot 
abide the truth, light, and life in the inward parts ; therefore they are 
not in peace one with another, being not in the habitation that Adam 
was in before he fell, nor in Christ that never fell, in whom the saints 
sit down, in the life, Christ, who was with the Father before the world 
began. Adam lost his habitation, and the Jews lost their habitations, the 
one went into the earth, and the other into captivity, where the apos- 
tates are ; and so are become like untimely figs, or like unto the corn 
upon the house top. Now this is the word of the Lord God unto you 
all, keep your habitations in the light, life, and power, which ye first 
received and felt in yourselves ; that ye may be clothed with the bless- 
ing of the Lord, which was before the curse was. And live in the 
unity in the light, which was before darkness, was, or the power of it; 
and in the life which was before death was ; and in the truth which 
was before the devil was ; and in the power of Grod, which was before 
the power of satan was. All live in this, that ye may be clothed with 
that which is immortal, and attain to the crown of life, and to know 
the election before the world began. He that is the first and the last, 
that is the beginning and the ending, sit down in him, not in Adam in 
the fall, but sit down in Christ, that never fell ; and there that life ye 
will come to know, which was with the Father before the world began. 
And so, live in the substance, which is the seed, Christ, who ends the 
prophets, first covenant, first priesthood, and all the types, and figures, 
and shadows given after the fall. G. F. 

CLXVIL 

Mydear friends, — ^Be not carried away by good wordsand fair sjpeeches, 
nor the afifectionate part, which is taken with them; but every one have 
hold of the truth in yourselves, and the life, and light, and power of the 
Most High, by which ye may be stayed upon Christ, your bread of life ; 
he is the staff of your heavenly and eternal life ; bread is the staff of 
life. Now friends, who have denied the world's songs and singing ; sing 
ye in the spirit, and with grace, making melody in your hearts to th** 
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Lord. 4nd yP having denied the worlcPs formal prayingj pray ye 
always ia the spirit, and watch in it. And ye that have denied the 
world's giving of thanks, and their saying of grace^ and living out of it ; 
dp ye in every thing give thanks to the Lord through Jesus Christt 
Aqd ye that have denied the world's praising God with th^ir \if»t 
whilst their hearts are afar off; do ye always praise th^ Lp^4 t^ight 
and day, and from the rising of the sun to the going down of the s^ine, 
praise ye the Lord. And ye that have denied the world's fastii^g«, a^d 
of their hanging down their heads like a bulrush for a day, who snhite 
with the fist of wickedness, keep ye the fast of the Lord, th^t breal^s. 
the bond of iniquity, and lets the oppressed go free ; that your heatth 
n^ay grow, and your light may shine aa the mornil^* G. F. 

CLXVIIL 

Friends all every where, who have tasted of the love, mercy, and 
kindness of God, and his power, ye are called to holiness and chastity. 
Therefore keep out of inordinate affections, and inordinate fieshly love, 
and feigned flattery and desires, which are below the truth; which will 
bring you to infirmness. And keep out of fond affections, and fond love, 
that draws out the fleshly part, the fleshly eye, and brings into pride, 
and lo%enes6, and false liberty, and to abuse the power of God. Oh !. 
keep out of all uncleanness, whatever may be pretended, and fleshly 
desires; for the ' lust of the eye, the lost of the fle^b, and the pride of 
life are not of the Father, but of the world,' And therefore keep dpwa 
that which is not of the Father, but of the world. And take heed of 
dishonouring your bodies, and defiling your minds, but keep your bodies, 
clean from all fornication, adultery, and uncleanness ; for that which, 
pretends otherwise, and doth so, defiles it, and is out of the truth, and is 
contrary to the law of God, and contrary to Christ's doctrine. And there- 
fore defile not yourselves, but live pure, chaste, and holy, as becometh 
the saints ; for no adulterer nor fornicator hath any part in the kingdom 
of God. Such go from that of God in themselves, and quench the 
spirit of God, and abuse his power, and go into fleshly love, and feigned 
desires, and flattering pretences, covering it with a false liberty, and 
so af e in the bondage to the beggarly, fleshly lusts; and whom they 
overcome, they bring into the same bondage, and through their feigned 
flattery, and dissembling carriage rob, and beguile, and spoils to fiilfil 
their insatiable, ungodly desires, wills, and lusts. Therefore liv^ in the 
truth, for all such things are out of the truth, and such as do the same, 
whatsoever they be ; therefore all that go into uncleanness under what 
fair pretence Soever, are to be judged. G. F. 



ChKJX. 

To ^U th^ ele^tt cbp8^» a^ncl iaitfiful, wjiio are qf the jrqyaJ see4 irf 
God, liviiig stones, elect ^ni {ureciou^^ knit and bwlt ij^ t^^thori wA, 
united, the family and jb^wis^hold of God, and como to Jm wio\wt^f 
that is establi^hi^d upon the top of all mountains, that walt^ in the l%bt. 
of the Lord» m unity and coFcnant with Qod, in the <;ovonant of Mfe 
a^d peaco with him. Who in this the Lamb'« day 9Jpq th^ gold tried 
iia^ the &:e» Who have been tried by goods spoiling, by bqncb, by 
wWppings, by njoekings, and • reproaches in tbe day of the Xxaiixb's 
power, and some have been tried unto death; and ye have proved to. 
bo tbe pure gold»that bath come oMt brighter and brighter-. Who, 
have not feared the waves of the sea, nor the winds ; who feSkr not 
the storms nor tbe weather ; whose anchor holds, which is the hope, 
tbe mystery^ which anchors the. soul which is irmnortal, to the immor* 
tal God* Among whom the star of Jacob is seen, and the morning stair 
is risen^ and the sun of righteousness shines, and the LamVs voice is 
known, the church in her glory and beauty is appeared and appear-, 
ing; ^ marriage of the lamb, and the bri^, and the wedding day is 
kihown, in wbieh there is unity; and the virgins sing praises^ andfoHow 
the Lanib, because of bis sweet ointmen^t ; and the vii^ns are u^n 
Mount Zion. And the gospel is going forth unto all nations, kindreds, 
and tongues ; and life and immortality are c<»ning to light through the 
gospel, which is the power of God ; and the mystery ci[ the fellowship 
is known, which is in the power. And for want of the power, the gos- 
pel, in which is the fellowship, hath C!hristendom been on heaps, and 
the heathen ignorant. And now ye who know the power of God, ye 
know the gospel; and ye who are in the power of God, ye are in the 
mystery of the fellowship. So mark, the fellowsiiip is a mystery, and 
the mystery of tbe fellowship is everlasting. So, if any wants 4Jie 
power of God, he wants the mystery, in which is the feUowsbip, 
although he may have all the scriptures. 

2. And now, friends^ if any be moved of the Lord God by his power, 
be obedient to it> and wait in tbe life and in the power, and it will 
direct you to'the glory of God, in his wisdom, not to abuse it; thai 
whatsoever ye do, ye may do it to his glory, ye answering the just 
principle of God in every one. 

3. If any be moved to go to the steeple-houses, or markets, or to 
reprove sin in the gate, or to exhort high or low, or to reprove them ; 
reason not with flesh and blood, nor quench the spirit. And v^en ye 
have done, in the same spirit live j and then ye will have peace, and 
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rest, and fellowship with God, and one with another. For the unity is 
in the spirit, and it is the bond of peace. 

4. And all Friends, in your meetings do not quench the spirit. And 
take heed, and do not judge one another in the meetings; but have 
patience until the meetings be done. So, if any have any thing upon 
him to speak to another, he may speak to him after the meeting is 
^ne ; that will cover one another's weakness, and not hurt others. 

5. And all Friends every where, wait to feel the power of God in 
yourselves in your meetings. And take heed of sleeping, and feel the 
power of God in one another; that ye all may be in the mystery of the 
fellowship. For wo unto them, that are*at ease in Zion ! I warn and 
charge you all in the presence of the living God, that none make their 
habitation in the earth, or build tabernacles there, lest ye become 
vagabonds from the Lord. But let every one rest in his habitation in 
God, and here is no vagabond; but there shall every one know an heir- 
ship, a habitation, and an inheritance. And I warn and charge you 
from the Lord, not to make any of the world's jewels your God ; but 
Kve all in the power of the Lord God, in which ye will be carried over 
the spirit of the world. 

6. And Friends all every where, dwell in the love and fear of the 
'Lord God, and in peace one with another, and in the power and life 
of the Lord God keep your meetings; and live in the mystery of the 
fellowship of the gospel, which is evelrlasting. G. F. 

Thia it togo to all the meeth^ <f Friends among^them to be read^ 

London^ the lit A of the 3d months 1656. . 

CLXX.— 2b Friends at Worcester. 

V 

Friends,— Svery one of you having a light from the scm of God, wait 
in it, that ye may come to receive the son of God, from whence it 
comes; and receive power from him to become the sons of God^ and 
have faith in him. For who are of faith are of Abraham's seed, which 
faith gives the victory over the world. It is by faith our hearts are 
purified.^ So, dwell in the light which casts oat all jangling spirits; io 
vAach ye may have unity one with another, and with CSirist from 
whence th6 light comes, and with the Father, whom he is the way to. 
And that with the light ye may answer t)ie light in every man, (which' 
comes from Christ,) though they hate it. So, the Lord God Almighty 
keep and preserve you. 

And all keep your meetings in the power of God, that the Lord ye . 
may see present among you. G. F. 
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GLXXL— ^n Epistle General to th^m who are of the royal priest-^ 
hood and chosen generation ; given forth from the movings qf the 
power and spirit of truths and now made public. To be sent 
abroad among the saints scattered in Old and New England^ 
Germany^ Hollandj Ireland^ Scotland^ Barbadoesy and Virginia^ 
for them to read in the fear cf the Lord. 

Friends, — Let all that ye do be done in the name of the Lord Jesus 
'Christy by Vrhom all things were made and created, that ye may do 
that which ye do in the truei dominiixi ; and then what ye do ye do in 
the power of God. And all Friends, dwell in love, for that is the 
mark of a disciple, and the fruits of faith and the spirit; which love 
out of a pure heart is the end of the commandment and fulfils the 
law, and in that is edification and building, and the fruits of being 
passed from death to life; there is love to God, brethren, and enemies, 
being in the seed that destroys death and the power of it j the devil 

We need no mass to teach us; for the spirit that gave forth the 
scripture teacheth us how to pray, sing, praise, rejoice, honour, and 
worship God, and in what; and how to walk and to behave ourselves 
to God and man, and leadeth us into all truth, in which is our unity; 
and it is our comfo]:ter, and guide, and leader, and not men without 
who say, they have not the spirit and power that the apostles had that 
gave forth the scriptures. 

And we need not your Common Prayer to teach us, for the spirit 
that gave forth scriptures teacheth us how to pray, sing, fast, and to 
give tiianks, and to praise and worship^ and in what ; and how to ho- 
nour and glorify God, and how to walk before him and men; and how 
to use all creatures upon the earth ; and leadeth and guideth into all 
truth which was given forth from it, which reproves the world of sin ; 
that is our comforter, leader, and guider ; by which we know sonship, 
and in which we have unity, and this doth never change. But that 
which man doth invent, and their prayers and forms (who say that 
they have not the same spirit which gave forth the scriptures) do 
change. But the spirit that gave , forth scriptures teacheth us how to 
pray, speak, sing, fast, give thanks, and how to read them with un- 
derstanding, and how to wall^ before God and man, and how to wor- 
ship God, and in what ; for it leadeth us into all truth, which is our 
comforter, in which we have unity and fellowship, and to know the 
true religion which doth never change. 

And sb, the spirit of truth which gave forth the scriptures, is our di- 
rector, guide, leader, and comforter, which reproveth the world for sin. 
And this leadeth to see the end of all directories which men invent 
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who have not the spirit the apostles had ; and when thej cannot hold 
it up they cry to the powers of the earth to help them. And these we 
9ee are erred from the spirit and without the spirit; with whom we 
cannot trust our bodies, spirits nor souls, into their hands, but have com- 
mitted them to the Lord, whose they are. 

And we are a people that are redeemed from the ea:rth and world, 
and need none of your church-noade-faith, which ye have framed and 
made in eleven days' time, and your other three days set apart. For 
Christ is the author of our faith, which is the gift of God, which is a 
mystery held in a pure conscience And we say, that all the priests' 
fai Scotland, London, and New England cannot make the gift of God, the 
mystery, which is the faith which remains, and by which men are 
justified and saved, neither have they power over it ; which brings us 
to have access to God, and giveth us victory over that which separated 
us from God. And so, we need none of their £fiitb to lead us ; for the 
faith Christ is the author of we live in, which they cannot make nor 
frame. And though they may cry to the magistrates to help them to 
uphold their made-failii (which idol they cannot hold up themselves) 
which they have invented, and say, ' they are not in the life and power 
as they were in that gave forth the scriptures;' and say, ' revelation is 
ceased from people, and there is no victory while they are ujpon the 
earth.' These are the fruits of their framed-faith, which we need mt 
¥«t the spirit that gave forth the scriptures' teacheth us to know who 
is the author of our faith, and the fruits of it ; which giveth victory. 
And the spirit teacheth us how to praj, sing, give Ihauks, praise, re- 
joicey fa£ft, worship God, and in what ; and bow to walk to God and 
man, and leadeth us into all truth, the reprover of the world for sin, 
which is our comforter, guide, and leader, and director ; in which we 
have unity and fellowship that is without end, and a pure religion that 
doth never change. And a great deal of stuff there is in their books, 
which is not worth mentioning, it will rot and that nature that gave 
it forth; but the seed, and life, and power will stand. 

Church-faith changeth. Directory changeth. Common Prayer change 
eth, and Mass (Changeth. And here are the four religions which are 
got up since the apostles' days; which they have fought for and killed 
ome another about But the pure religion doth not change which we 
are of and own ; in which are the spiritual weapons which were amongst 
the apostles. The true faith changeth not, for it abideth and remain- 
eth, which is the gift of God, and a mystery held in a pure conscience; 
of which we are, and which is our faith. 

Mobs for the Papists, common prayer for the Episcopal men ; and the 
directory for the Presbyterians; church-made and framed faith for the 
Independents, and mixed Baptists and others And those have had thdr 
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fellowships in these for which they fo^ght^ and about which carnal 
weapons got up since the days of the apostles. But the fellowship in 
the spirit remains, and doth not change, which hath spiritual weapons* 
and these are known and used to fight withal about religion, in which 
the seed of God is known, which bruiseth the serpent's head which l^d 
BQan from God, and made a separation betwixt man and God. And the 
electi<m is known (in him who was) bdbre the world begun ; who is the 
head of our church, and not they that be head of the mass, head of your 
directory, head of the common^prayer, and head of the church-made 
faith, which we see all change and come to nought, and God confounds. 
And men stand in doubts and questions, and have no assurance in their 
religion ; but that of God stands in them all^ bound. 

They that followed the pope, were called Papists ; and they that 
protested against the pope, were called Protestants. 

And thus they gave names one to another. And so common-prayer 
men, and directory men, and Independents, and Baptists. And thus in 
the envy, out of the love, oat of the spirit, which gave forth the scrip- 
tures, gave they names one to another ; all of y^hich we judge. 

Our faith, our church, our unity is in the spirit, and our word at 
which we tremble, was in the b^inning, before the Papists' mass, and 
your Episcopals' common-prayer, and the Presbyterians' directory, and 
Independents, Baptists, and other church-made framed faiths were; 
and our unity, church> and fellowship will stand when they are all end- 
ed. By which spirit we judge them all, and deny their works ; in which 
is our unity with God, with the scriptures, and one with another. For 
they have been to people like so many changeable coverings, but 
now the spirit is taking them off; by which we are covered, and it is our 
weapon in this day of great battle with them. The scriptures which 
ye do speak, and show forth in your books, are owned, but your im£^i- 
nations of them we deny ; but they are all owned in themselves and 
places. So they are all ours, which end in Christ, who is ours, and in 
him we are that remaineth. 

The mass is the Papists' sacrifice, that they kill about. 

The common^prayer is the Episcopals' sacrifice, that they persecute 
and kill about And — 

The directory is the Presbyterians' sacrifice, they persecute and kill, 
about. 

The made and framed church-faith is the Independents^ and Baptists' 
sacrifice^ which they kill and persecute about. 

Which sacrifices the Lord doth not accept, neither hath he respect 
to, which are of them who have erred from the spirit which the apos- 
tles were in, with which they offered spiritual sacrifice to God the Fa- 
ther of spirits, which we are in* 

Vo|:..VIL 21 
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A&d all my dear hearts , all know the fellowship of the seed in its 
sufferings, and to be made conformable to his death ; that ye in the 
sufierifig through it may know the power of the resurrection of the just 
seed. And this is it which kills all bad q>irit8 that will talk, but not 
do t such may crucify Christ in themselves afresh. Therefore mind 
the daily suffering which the seed had, and have unity with that; so 
ye may rise with that, which destroyeth that which causeth it to suffibr. 

The Papist cries, higher powers, help, help, or else my mass will go 
down, and all my ceremonies. 

The Episcopal man cries, help, help, higher powers, or else my com- 
mon-prayer goes down. 

The Presbyterian cries, help, help, higher powers, or else my direc- 
tory will go down. 

The Independent, and Anabaptist,, and others cry, help, bdp, lugb- 
er powers, or else our framed faith, (which is our eleven days' work,) 
will down, and we shall not stand. 

Are not ye all ashamed? And show ye are naked, out of the power 
and life the apostles were in; and from their weapons naked? The 
outward power neither upheld nor separated them from the love of 
God, which they had in Christ, the end of the law. I am not one of 
them, that call themselves Papists, Common^^prayer-men, nor Presbyte- 
rians, Independents, nor Antibaptists, Puritans, nor heathens, which are 
out of the life of Ood ; but that wbicb God bath called me to, that I am, 
and in the elect before the worid began. 

This, is to go every where abroad amongst Friends^ toio are of the 
royal priesthood, which destroys that which nuute a separation 
from Chdf From the royal seed goes the royal commandment^ 
which seed remains for ever 9 from the royal seed to the royal seedf 
which are the royal priesthood, which have the royal law, and love 
to friends and enemies; which is beyond the love qf the worlds and 
before it was. That is the royal love, where no enmity can come* 

Fcii^iv^ us, as we foi^ve them, cry Papists, cry Episcopal, cry Prea^ 
byterians, and Baptists, and Independents; these cry and say the Lord's 
Prayer, * Forgive us our debts and trespasses, as we forgive 41iem that 
trespass against us;' and like a company of senseless men, without un- 
derstanding, fall a fighting one with another about their trespasses and 
debts, and never mind what they prayed, as though they never looked 
for forgiveness, and to receive Ihe things they prayed for. That pray, 
* Forgive us Lord, as we foi^ve them,' and foil a persecuting and im- 
prisoning one another, and taking their brethren and fellowservants by 
the throat about i-eligion, which in their prayers they said, ^ Forgive us. 



as we forgive them/ and will not forgive^ but say tlieir prayert, as the 
Pharisees did the scriptures, and did not: this is he, that must be cast * 
into prison, uptil he pay the utmost fkrthing^ and must not come out 
And this hath been their work since the apostles* days, and is not here 
law ? The apostles and Christ did not bid, that any should kill about 
their w6rds, but that they should love enemies ; but ye will kill about 
their words who were killed for speaking them forth. And so all Friends^ 
dwell in the seed of God, which is heir of the power of the world which 
is without end ; in that dwell and keep your meetings, that ye may all 
be possessors. V 

All religions will fight about religions and worships, and kill like the 
heathen about their gods ; Jews, Gentiles, Papists^ Protestants of all 
sects, which are out of the power of the Lord, and the spirit that the 
apostles were in. And so, they are all out of the royal spirit, that hath 
the royal, spiritual weapons, and out of the royal seed, which saith, 
' love enemies,- which is the royal command to the royal priesthood. And 
they confess, they have not the same power and spirit of the apostles; 
so then it is true for them to say, we are not the spiritual men, we have 
not spiritual weapons to fight withal ; if ye do not help us, higher pow- 
ers, we fall. For we hold our traditions, and that which we have is by 
tradition, is by the earthly powers. For we are not made ministers, as 
the apostles were, by the immediate spirit and power, and gifts; there- 
fore the higher powersmiist help us, and to them go we with our packet 
of letters, as Saul did ; for we are not spiritual weaponed men, as Paul 
was. For in all these things are the priests guilty. 

The Papists, Common-^prayer-men, JPresby terians. Independents, Bap- 
tists, persecute one another about their inventions, (which they have 
invented,) their mass, their common-prayer, their directcHy, churchy 
Mth, (which they have made and framed,) their inventions and handi- 
works, and not for the truth. For they know not what spirit they are 
of, that persecute, sind would have men's lives destroyed about their 
church, worship, and religion ; for Christ said, ' he came not to destroy 
men's lives, but to save them.' Now they that know not what spirit 
they are of, that will persecute and destroy men's lives, and not save 
them, we cannot trust our bodies, souls, nor spirits into their hands, that 
know not what spirit they are of themselves ; they are not like to be 
trusted with others, that would destroy by a law, which the disciples 
would have done by prayer, to command fire to come down from heaven 
to destroy them that would not receive Christ. Which sort Christ 
rebuked, and told them, that they did not know what spirit they were 
of. And now, if they did not know what spirit they were of; do these 
which have persecuted about church and religion, since the apostles' 
days, who would compel men's bodies, goods, lives, souls, and estates 
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into their bands by a law» or else make them suffer? These are not 
the ministers of Christ, (the saviour,) that destroy men's lives, and they 
know not what spirit they are of; and the lives, bodies, aUd souls are 
not to be trusted in their hand. And ye that persecute, shall have 
no resurrection to life, except ye repent. But they that know wh^t 
spirit they are of themselves, they are in the unrebukable zeal, and by 
the spirit of God they offer up their spirits, their souls, and bodies to 
the Lord, which are his; whose they are, to keep them. 6. F. 

CLXXIL 

We are of the royal seed, elect and precious, before the world began, 
that which (ever) the Sodomites crucified, grieved, and vexed by their 
unrighteous, ungodly conversation, who lived in fulness, and pleasures, 
and abundance of idleness. And we are of that seed, that cannot serve 
the wills and lusts of men, and bow and stoop to them ; who are a peo- 
ple redeemed out of kindreds, kingdoms, peoples, and nations, who are 
of the household of God, built up together a spiritualhouse, whose 
builder and maker is God, and do reign upon the earth, as kings and 
priests unto God ; whom we serve day and night. And are of the seed 
that hath been slain from the foundation of the world, which the princes 
of the world, and counsels, and the great and wise of the earth crucified ; 
who lived in the form of godliness of the saints' words, but quenched 
the spirit in themselves, and being that birth born of the flesh, perse- 
cuted that which is born of the spirit. 

We are of the seed, the anointed, which the powers of the earth 
combine and take counsel together against, whom God (we see) sitting 
in heaven, laughs them to scorn. We are the royal priesthood, who offer 
daily to the Lord the spiritual sacrifice; the holy generation, and the 
peculiar people, zealous of good works, clothed with the zeal of Christ 
against the bad works, and the workers thereof. Therefore of all na- 
tions, peoples, sects, ways, professions, and talkers of religion are we 
hated, by them that are out of the way and power of God, though they, 
profess scriptures, church, worship, and ministry^ yet such have cruci- 
fied Christ, and the Lord of gloiy. We are they that witness the pro- 
mise of God fulfilled, and that do witness, that the age is come wherein 
God would show forth his exceeding riches and kindness, which was 
wrought amongst the apostles. We are the anointed of God, and his 
prophets, that he saith, * touch not ;' who are as the apple of his eye ; 
who for our sakes hath reproved powers, and thrones, and dominions, 
and rebuked them. We are the preachers of righteousness in the great 
city Sodom, wherein Christ was crucified, where the life of the prophets, 
and the apostles„and holy men of God lies slain, and cursers, swearers. 
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drunkards, eaters, and drinkers, that rise up foplay, in all fulness, wan- 
tonness, and profaneness, profess their words, and make merry over their 
lives. And the witnesses since the apostles' days have been slain; the 
woman in the wilderness, the Iamb and his wife shall be known, which 
is come up out of the vnlderness. So in this great city Sodom and Go- 
morrah, the ialse chttrch and the whore are, where all the abominations* 
are, that made all the nations drunk of the wine of the wrath of her 
fornication ; whereby the world is all on heaps about religion, and church 
worship, and the several ways in Sodom's nature, professing the saints' 
words, imitating forms, killing and slaying one another ajbout professing 
the saints' words, but out of their life. Which shows, that they are not 
of the royal seed, which saith, love enemies ; that is the royal seed, and 
they that follow him, are of the royal priesthood, and holy people and 
generation, amongst whom is the royal law of love; whereby we cannot 
respect men's persons, for he who doth, is convinced of the royal law, 
to be a transgressor. So every one of us, that is come to the seed of 
God, that bruiseth the serpent's head, that led man from God, who is 
the prince of the world, the prince of darkness, and the prince of the 
air, the father of lies, a murderer from the beginning, the corrupter of 
mankind, the author of the separation from God, and the original of sin, 
the beginning of it, which led man from his dominion over the handi- 
works of God; which the royal seed Christ, destroys, and renews man 
again in the image of God, and brings him again to his dominion over 
the handiworks of God. And this hundreds of thousands are now wit- 
nessing ; by which they come to be kings, and redeemed from the earth, 
and come to be made kings upon the earth, in the image of God, over 
the handiworks of God, in the wisdom by which "they were created. 
So all powers whatever, that are a terror to evil doers, that bear not 
the sword in vain, to us are a praise, that do well. And all kings upon 
the earth, that were anointed by God, a figure of our Christ, the king 
anointed, he ends them all, and makes kings to reign upon the earth. 
Amongst these Christ is king, which thousands witness ; amongst these 
he is king, and all other kings made by man, and putting on man 
earthly crowns, earthly man will put them off again, and unking them, 
if they cross them. This is the state amongst them in whom Christ 
reigns not, nor the true magistrate obeyed, which is to the evil doers 
a terror. But since the apostles' days all hath been in confusion about 
religion, church, and worship, amongst them that have killed the wit- 
nesses, and since the true church went into the wilderness, and the 
witnesses have been slain, and the man child caught up to God. So 
they that have slain the witnesses, and killed the saints, have been in 
all this confusion ; and the witnesses are rising, and the everlasting gos- 
pel shall be preached again, (amongst them that have had the words. 
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but have slain the life of tfie prophets and the apostles) unto all natioBS, 
kindredsi and tongues of them that dwell upon the earth. So the great 
professors of the world, (which were the Jews,) could not abide Jesus, 
the king, that he should re%n ; and where he is now in the male and 
in the female, he is king, and that makes kings, among whom he is 
king. All in the name df the mighty King of kings is to be done, and 
then it is the power. G. F. 

CLXXm. 

An Friends, take heed of running on in a form, lest ye do lose the 
power ; but keep in the power and seed of God, in which ye will live 
in the substance. And at any disputes talre heed ; many may be lifted 
up in the victory and conquest, and after have a joy in the prophecies 
and openings, and after fall. And if brfbblers come, and janglers say, 
they have a bad meeting ; and so the murmuring nature getteth up, 
out of patience, and the seed, which beareth all things, and suffereth 
all things, which keepeth down that which causeth lifting up, murmur- 
ing and disputing, which the seed endeth, and prophecy, and keepeth 
down all the other that is contrary, and would live in the contrary ; 
that which keeps down that which doth change is the peace, comer 
stone, and the stayedness in the seed and life. G. F. 

CLXXIV. 

Dear Friends all every where, feel the seed of God orver all that which 
is in the fall, that is gotten up since Adam and Eve fell from righteous- 
ness and the image ^f God ; and in which fall the Lamb hath been slain. 
And so feel the seed of God over all that which makes to suiier ; and 
will stand and remain when be that makes to suffer is gone. And so 
feel Christ to reign and rule over all that wluch is in the fall, and there 
ye may all feel the life to flow over all, which life was with the Father 
before the world began ; and which life will remain when death and 
the power of it are gone. And in that life all live and dwell, dnd in it 
keep your meetings. 

And feel the word of patience and the word of wisdom, in which ye 
may find both patience and wisdom in this day of life. And feel my 
love to all Friends in the everlasting seed of God. G. F- 

CLXXV. — To Friends, to serve one another in love, in outward 

things. 

My dear friends,^n the order and wisdom of life order all things to 
God's glory, and dwell in the love of God together, all serving one an- 
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other in love, and in the life of the truth; Snd ye that *give to the 
poor, lend to the Lord,' and he will give you again with advantage. 
And so be fruitful in every good work, and be subject to one another in 
the fear of the Lord, and do that which ye do in love and peace; and 
in that keep in the authority and power of God, in kindness. And keep 
down and be master over all passion, and the hasty and cross spirits, and 
silence that which is sudden ; and let love have the pre-eminence in all 
and over all. And provoke one another to love and to good works, 
and be diligent in all your places ; that ye may be a good savour in the 
hearts of all, and thai the truth may flow over all. And let nothing 
be wanting amongst you, and then all is and will be well. And encou* 
rage one anot]ier to seek out the poor, and sick, and fatherless^ and 
widow, and imprisoned, and make up their necessities and wants; then 
there will be nothing lacking. And keep in discerning, that ye may 
not be ensnared, nor made a prey upon'; but that in the power and 
wisdom of God ye may be kept over all such, and to feel through all 
states and conditions. That the Lord God may be honoured in and by 
you all, and ye all may be preserved in his power and life to his glory« 
For your bestowing of outward things to such as stand in need, is the 
least love, and things of little value in comparison to the things that are 
above and immortal. And so ke^ over all in that in which ye have 
the blessing poured upon you from the Lord God, to clothe suid cover 
you. 6. P. 

This isfof the men*a meHing, 

CLXXVI. — To Friends in the ministry. 

Friends, that minister up and down among Friends, be examples in 
wisdom, life, patience, righteousness, holiness, and in godliness and so- 
berness, that your lives and conversations may preach. And keep out 
and over all vain, youdiful ways and childishness, and over all those 
fallen spirits, that quarrel, jangle, and contend about outward things, 
and have a life in them ; through which they are eaten out from the 
life and truth of God. And such become as the dross, and they come 
to be as the untimely figs, and as the corn and grass on the house-top. 
And so ye all that minister abroad to others, first see that ye be in the 
truth that will never change, and in the word and life that will abide; 
and in the gospel, the power of God, which was before meats and drinks, 
and outward apparel were ; that ye may abide in that which never 
changes, that ye may not be confounded. For when' they that are 
ministers change and alter from that which they went forth first in, 
and brought the people into, it doth show that they are either gone out 
of the truths or else they were never in the truths and this confounds 
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people. They had betted never have gone out at all. Therefore ye 
that minister abroad, see that ye be in that which will never change, 
and is over all them that do jangle about changeable things ; for that 
being ministered to people that never changes, and they that minister 
being in that which never changes, this begets people into an establish'* 
ed state. For they are all fallen spirits, and not ministers of the word, 
nor the gospel, nor of Christ that never fell, (which destroys the devil 
and his works in the fall,) that are quarrelling, and siding, and disput- 
* ing, and contending, and striving about outward things. For that mind 
that goes into them is in the heats and tempests, up and down, and is 
in the wrong judgment, and cries against others as being lords, and 
being esteemed and looked upon, and looking at men ; when the wrong 
lords in themselves, and that is it which should not be esteemed. The 
outward part being gotten up in themselves, who have gotten a life in 
outward things, in the outward knowledge, and the outward reason, and 
outward wisdom, that outward part and reason, wisdom and knowledge, 
must all perish, and the life they have in them also, before the life of 
God can come to rule in them, in which is the everlasting unity and 
fellowship. And so, friends, all that minister abroad in the everlasting 
word, which never changes^ and the gospel, in it abide, the first and 
last For the word keeps down the pride of life, the lust of the flesh, 
and the lust of the eye ; which is of the world, and not of the Father* 
And so let your liberty be in the word, and spirit, and the power of God, 
which keeps you out of the liberty of the world, and its vain fashions; 
and be not fashioned after them. And so take heed of light words, un«* 
seasoned talk, and of taking liberty to the flesh ; but walk in that which 
is pure, and keep in that in which ye may have the wisdom, (which is 
the beauty of gray hairs,) that to the Lord God ye may be a good sa- 
vour, and in the hearts of all; walking in all comeliness and decency. 
The word of truth makes you to be seasoned and savoury ; and this is 
comely, keeping in the beauty of holiness, in which holiness the Lord is 
seen, over the beauty of the world, that is vain. G. F. 

CLXXVIL 

All Friends every where, who are dead to all carnal weapons, and 
have beaten them to pieces, stand in that which takes away the occa- 
sion of wars, in the power which saves men's lives, and destroys none, 
nor would have others. And as for the rulers, that are to keep peace, 
for peace's sake, and the advantage of truth, give them their tribute. 
But to bear and carry carnal weapons to fight with, the men of peace, 
(which live in that which takes away the occasion of wars,) they can- 
not act in 'such things under the several powers ; but have paid their 
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tribute. Which they may do still for peace sake, and not hold back 
the earthy but go over it ; and in so doing, Friends may better claim 
their liberty. G. F. 

CLXXVIIL — For Friends in Barbadoes, Virginia, New England, 

and all the islands about. 

Friends and brethren, who are made partakers of the power of the 
world that is without end, and are partakers of the heavenly gift, and 
feel the power, in which are the unity, peace, and kingdom that hath no 
end, in that feel one another, alid know one another, and in the life, in 
which ye will have peace and unity one with another ; that the top- 
stone may be laid over all, and ye all in the wisdom, life, and seed in 
your measures may be preserved, spreading the truth abroad, con- 
founding the deceit, answering the witness of God in all. To which 
they must be brought before their minds can be turned to God, and be 
acquainted with his covenant of promise, and his life, and to know God, 
the Father of spirits. For all Christendom, which hath gotten the words 
of the prophets, Christ, and the apostles, that are not in the spirit and 
power that they were in that gave them forth, are all on heaps about 
them, and not in unity, being out of the spirit, in which is the unity and 
true fellowship. For there are the heaps, amongst them that are out 
of the spirit and power of God, having the words in the transgression, 
in the fall, in the earth, and in the many bodies, names, and heads, 
churches, reUgions, and worships, which are in the first birth, born of 
the flesh, which will persecute him that is born of the spirit ; which 
spirit plungeth down by baptism, and putteth under, and bringeth into 
the one body, and putteth that under which causeth many heads, and 
answereth to that which is transgressed against. For all must come to 
the one baptism with the spirit into the one body. And all my dear 
friends, be faithful, and quench not the spirit, but be obedient to the 
truth, and spread it abroad, which must go over all the world, to pro- 
fessors, Jews, christians, and heathen, to the answering the witness of 
God in them all ; that they may come to thq truth, which answers the 
\vitness in them, to be made free by it. And, friends, in the wisdom 
of God dwell, which preserveth in unity in the spirit and power. If 
any thing be spoken in a meeting which ye cannot bear, speak to 
them concerned betwixt them, and you, after the meeting is ended; 
for if any of the world be there it may give occasion to them to re- 
proach truth. For wisdom preserveth in the peace, and maketh peace, 
and preserveth out of the contrary, and overcomes with the wisdom 
and love, and answereth the witness with the life, and so hath unity, 
and that hath the kingdom. G. F. 

Vol. VIL 22 
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All Friends^ ye must come into a temperance above all the world. 

And all Friends, ye must come into a patience above all the world. 

And all Friends, ye must come into a moderation above all the 
world. 

And all Friends, ye must come into a wisdom above all the world. 

And all Friends, ye must come into a knowledge above all the world. 

And all Friends, ye must come into an understanding above all the 
world. 

And all Friends, ye must come into a sobriety, and gravity, and a 
seasoned state above all the world. G. F. 

CLXXX, 

My dear friends, — In the love, and life, and power of the Lord God 
dwell, in the power, life, and seed which hath no end ; in which ye all 
may have unity. And be faithful and diligent in the things that are 
good, and keep your meetings, and meet together in the power of the 
Lord which cannot be broken ; in which is an everlasting unity. And 
live in peace and unity one with another, and all keep in the power of 
the Lord God, and take heed of getting into a form without the power ; 
(any of you,) for that will bring deadness, and coldness, and weariness, 
and faintings ; and what will it not bring in that nature ? Therefore 
keep in the power of the Lord, which will keep all the contrary down 
and out, and preserve you in peace and life, love and unity, fresh and 
fruitful, and diligent in the wisdom of the Lord God, with which and in 
which ye may be kept and preserved to his glory, and be a good savour 
to him, and in the hearts of all people. That to the Lord ye may be a 
blessing in your generation, and a peculiar people in tenderness, and 
full of that faith which overcomes the world and all things in it ; through 
which ye may come all up into the unity of the spirit which is the bond 
of peace. 

And all Friends, live in the power of the Lord God and keep down 
the wise part, which will judge truth to be simple and come to despise 
it, and cry up their own words of wisdom in its place. G. F. 

CLXXXI. 

Friends — Live in the unchangeable power of God, which will keep 
you in righteousness, and truth, and love, and unity, and dominion over 
all the unclean spirits, and rough ways, and mountains within and with- 
out : that the power of the Lord God may be supreme amongst you, 
and that ye may in the wisdom of the Lord be preserved. And none 
abuse it, but all patiently in the poWer of the Lord wait, that in it ye 
may be all kept low, in love and unity with God and one with another ; 
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that in the see^ ye may be kept, which is heir of the power. And all 
be diligent in your places, serving the Lord, and that your spirits may 
not be plucked down with earthly things nor limited by ihem ; but that 
in the power of the Lord God ye may act over them, (the handiworks 
of God,) out of the entanglements and thraldom of them, and out of the 
vain inventions of men, but keep in the power of the Lord God over 
them ; in which power is the mystery of the fellowship and the d(»m- 
nion, and let every one's eye behold it and mind it. For that is it 
which will keep you out of the changeable things, and present your 
minds, souls, and spirits to the Lord ; and there the seed comes up 
which is heir of the power, and of the wisdom which is pure from 
above, where the city is known that lets no uncleanness in, and the 
salt is known that savours all things. Therefore feel it in the heart, 
which is more than in the head or tongue ; which many may strive for, 
but do not obtain the power nor the kingdom. Therefore all be wise 
in the wisdom of God, and let every one's eye be unto that wisdom, 
which the departing from sin and evil is the beginning of; that with it 
ye may be ordered, and do whatsoever ye have to do with it and by it. 
In that ye will feel his presence and blessing, that ye may know the 
seed immortal to have the dominion in you ; that there ye may come 
to know Christ to reign. And your growth in the seed is in the silence, 
where ye may all find a feeding of the bread of life. And all Friends, 
keep in the wisdom of the Lord that is pure and holy from above, by 
which wisdom ye may be preserved and kept holy e^nd pure, above that 
which is below, and out of that which is below, the wise part wherein 
is the strife; that being kept down by the power of the Lord, the seed 
comes up which is heir of the power. And there innocency, and sim- 
plicity, and nakedness of heart and spirit are lived in and life is fed upon. 

G. F. 

And so, if any Friends have friends or relations beyond sea, send 
them books or papers, and be diligent to spread the truth ; and send 
Latin books, or French books, or other books, to Leghorn, France, Po- 
land, Italy, Norway, Low Countries, &c. 

CLXXXIL— To Friends beyond the sea. 

My dear hearts, — ^Do your business faithfully, and fear not the amaze- 
ment of men, ye sons and daughters of Abraham. Trample upon all 
deceit, and keep over all that in the dominion of God's power, above the 
world, answering that of God in all; and spare not any deceit. Be ye 
faithful, and ye will find and feel the word which is sharper than any 
two-edged sword to gut down deceit; and ye will feel the blessing of 
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the Lord God with you. And if the world^B works lie like a wilderness, 
care not for it and matter it not, but do the work of the I^rd faithfully ; 
and ye will feel it prosper, answering that of God in every one. And 
so God Almighty preserve you in his power. G. F. 

cLxxxm. 

Friends, — ^Dwell in patience, and in the power, life, and wisdom of 
God, and in peace, and love, and unity one with another. And be sub- 
ject in the power, and life, and wisdom of God to God and to one an- 
other ; that in it ye may be as a pleasant field to the Lord God, and as 
the lilies, and the flowers, and the buds, feeling the pleasant showers 
and the streams of life from the living God flowing upon you and coming 
into you, whereby the presence and blessing of the Lord God Almighty 
amongst you all may be felt. And in that the Lord God Almighty pre- 
serve and keep you, that to him ye may be a good savour. And live in 
peace. And the God of all peace keep you, that nothing may reign 
and rule amongst you but the life, and power, and seed, and wisdom of 
God ; that in him ye may be preserved by which all things were made 
and created. That ye may be all ordered to his glory, and be a good 
savour in the hearts of all people; in which ye do refresh others and 
are refreshed. So, dwell in the fear of the Lord, which brings a dread 
and terror upon all his enemies that are in Esau's mount ; but your 
peace qomes from the mountain of God. And let your joy and peace 
be in the Lord. G. F. 

CLXXXIV. 

O my dear friends and brethren every where ! the power of the 
Lord God, that is over all, live in, that in that ye may feel unity and 
fellowship ; that in the power of the Lord God ye may all come to be 
heirs of the power of an endless life, through which ye may inherit 
eternity, and so to feel life eternal abiding in you. Now, the man- 
slayer hath not eternal life abiding in him, that is be that envies his 
brother ; so all the persecutors, that envy their brethren, have not eter- 
nal life abiding in them: under this all the persecutors about their 
church and vain religion, false worship, faith, and ministry, are. There- 
fore all of you, feel this eternal life abiding in you ; for be that hath 
the son of God, hath life eternal; and so, in this eternal life ye have 
fellowship with God and his son, and with one another ; and in this, the 
law of life, that is in Jesus Christ, passeth sentence on the law of sin 
and death in every man and woman, and brings it to the execution. 
Through which law of life righteousness flows and runs down, and also 
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justice and truth ; and by this law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus, 
(mark, in Christ Jesus,) ye come to know the Lamb's throne, and the 
throne of iniqiiity thrown down, and all blasphemous mouths stopped, 
and the chambers of imagery thrown down, and the household of God 
raised up, and the fruitless trees thrown down, and the plant of God 
raised up, which is of his own planting, the tree of righteousness, whose 
fruit is unto holiness, whose end is everlasting life. So mark, here is 
the fruit of this tree, and the end of this tree, and by this spirit ye do 
distinguish names and plantings, and pluckings up; and God^s building 
ye will distinguish from man^s building ; and man's plucking down, and 
man's gathering together — ye that are gathered together in the name 
of Jesus, can distinguish men's gathering, and their scattering. Oh! 
therefore be valiant for the truth, which ye are come to the knowledge 
of, and worship God in that truth, which the devil is out of, and abode 
not in; this makes you free from the devil and his works, that are out 
of the truth. Here in this worship, (in the truth and in the spirit,) the 
living God, who is a spirit, the God of all truth, he hath his glory and 
his honour from his spirit in every heart. And so, keep in the spirit 
and truth, and the power of the everlasting God, who is from everlast- 
ing to everlasting, that ye may know him Lord of the earth and of the 
heaven, and of the heaven of heavens, ruling and reigning, whose eye 
is over all his works ; that ye may glorify him in his power and spirit, 
and serve him in the new life, which will keep you over all men's fa- 
bles and devices, whimsies and imaginations, out of all janglings and vain 
disputes of men of corrupt minds. And so, all to live in that which is 
the same to-day, as was yesterday, Christ Jesus, the power of God, and 
the seed of life, and word that was in the beginning ; so, no new thing, 
but that which was and is to all eternity : let your fellowship be in 
that, and your unity and communion be in that; for by the spiritual 
eye the eternal unity with the eternal God is seen. So, hear his voice 
every where, that speaks from heaven, whose voice shakes the earth, 
and not the earth only, but heaven also. The heaven signifies joy ; so, 
all the false joys, the lifted up joys, or exalted joy, and joy in vain glo- 
ry, and joy in the world, or any outward thing or creature, or men or 
women, his voice, that speaks from heaven, shakes the earth and the 
heavens, and these must be shaken and removed, both the heaven and 
the earth, before that doth appear that can never be shaken, the no- 
ble, royal seed, elect and precious, which was before the world began; 
being heirs of him^ come to inherit him ; in him ye shall know that 
which cannot be shaken. And there is the true joy, the standing joy, 
in that which is from everlasting to everlasting, wKo is the beginning 
and ending ; here is not any lifted up, nor cast down. So I say, hear 
his voice, and harden not your hearts ; for through not hearing his voice. 
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ye harden your hearts,, then ye provoke God to wrath and sore dis- 
pleasure« Let him have your ear, that speaks from heaven; that ye 
may come to observe his counsel^ teachings, instructions, and directions. 
For all the prophets, the holy men of God, and the apostles, were at- 
tentive and obedient to this-heavenly voice, who witnessed to the truth, 
who had a witness in heaven also ; and such declared forth the glorious 
truth, v^hich they had from the instruction of the Almighty. As ye 
may read throughout the scriptures, what glorious expressions and 
weighty truths they declared, whose ears were attentive to hini that 
spake from heaven; and how they declared against them that stoj[>ped 
their ears, and closed their eyes, and hardened their hearts. For such, 
whose ears are not attentive to the heavenly voice, are earthly^ so, if 
the earthly, and sin, and evil have the ear, it will fill it with that which 
is bad, and harden the heart, and choke the good : therefore the Lord 
must have the ear, who is the ruler of heaven and earth. And as your 
ears are attentive to the Lord's voice that is from heaven, iniquity's 
mouth is stopped in you, the throne of iniquity is thrown down in you, 
(that is, the wicked spirit and power,) wherein iniquity sits, and the 
chamber of imagery is thrown down ii^ you, where man's thoughts aad 
imaginations are. But as the ear is attentive to the voice of him that 
speaks from heaven, ye will come to the throne of the Lamb, who hath 
the victory and the dominion ; that all may live in the everlasting power 
of God, that goes over all deceit, which was before deceit and darkness 
were. And always feel a growing in the power of the Lord God, that 
is universal and everlasting, that ye may be all heii:s of the power of 
the endless life, and come to inherit it, and possess it, and sit down in 
the possession of the same; that every one's lot may fall in the land of 
the living, where the Lord hath his glory and his honour for ever and 
ever. Oh ! the glory of the Lord spreads itself over all ! And here as 
ye abide, ye have the savour, and can taste your meat in the power of 
the Lord God, feeding upon every word that proceeds out of the mouth 
of God, having your ear open, and attentive to his voice; in this ye 
grow up in the life that is eternal. G. F. 

CLXXX V. 

All Friends, be obedient to the power of Grod, which is the higher 
power, and is above that which abode not in the truth. So ye that 
know the power of God, be obedient to it; for ye have authority from 
the power of God, which comprehends all the powers of darkness, to 
answer the witness of God in every one; and to trample upon all the 
power of darkn^, and its authority. For ye that feel the power that 
comprehends the world, and all the powers of darkness, *keepHin the 
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authority^ in the power of God. Mind not words without the power^ 
nor the pleasing of the reason and carnal knowledge, wisdom and un- 
derstanding,^ of fancies and thoughts of n\en ; but dwell in the authority, 
(the power of God,) ye that know it :► that over all ye may reign in the 
seed, who fulfilled the law and the prophets ; ^ho spake with authority, 
and speaks with authority now, more than the scribes and Pharisees, 
the writers of the law and of the prophets, and the speakers of them, 
who Were transgressors against the life that gave forth the words 
which were written. And so, the authority of the scribes and Phari* 
sees, who wrote Moses and the prophets,' is as the authority of the pro- 
fessing christians, who profess Christ and the apostles' writings, but are 
without^ the life and from the seed of God; these are one with them 
who put Christ to death, and knew not the authcnrity of the seed. 

G. F. 

CLXXXVL— 2b Friends in Barbadoes. 

Friends, who have known and tasted of the power of the mighty 
God of heaven and earth, and of his light and life, be faithful in the 
power, light, life, and truth, to the spreading of the truth abroad; with 
which ye may answer the truth in the inward parts in every one. 
And dwell in that which binds and chains, and gives to see over the 
world ; that life, wisdom, and power may reign among you that are 
tumed to the life, and believe in it, who come to receive the light of 
life, Christ, the power of God. Be faithful, and spread the truth 
abroad, and walk in the wisdom of God, answering that of God in every 
one, aod write, speak, and send books abroad into the countries, and 
islands, and nations, or main land, as ye are moved ; that the sound of 
the trumpet of the Lord's host may be heard in the nations and islands. 
And be faithful and valiant for the truth of God upon the earth; that 
is the truth, that the devil is out of, and abode not in; in that dwell 
and live, in unity and peace one with another. So, the God of love, 
life, and power, and wisdom be with you ! And ye that are turned to 
the light, and gathered into it, meet together, and keep your meetings, 
that ye may feel and see the life of God among you, and know that in 
one another; for that keeps dow& and lays low ail that which is out of 
the kingdom. So, know the power of God, and keep your peace there- 
in ; that ye may all grow up in the increase of God, (mark, in the 
increase of God,) and feel his presence among you. For * where two 
or three are gathered together in my name,' saith Christ, (that is, 
in the power,) * I am there in the midst of them.' In this meeting, in 
this gathering, Christ is felt in the midst Who feels the power of 
Christ, feels Christ, for he is the power of God, and the Emmanuel ^*^ 
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them ; but who go from God, in the transgression, are in the first Adam, 
where death reigns, and darkness; and this is the state that is repro- 
bated. But who are turned to the light, Christ Jesus, to the Emmanuel, 
they know the interpretation thereof, God with us ; who redeems oiit 
of transgression, and out of death, darkness, and sin; who being witness* 
ed, the state of fallen man, that was drove from God, and the state of 
being brought to God again, is witnessed by Jesus Christ, the covenant 
of light. In which covenant, which is light, the Lord God Almighty 
preserve you all ! 
Ye may write, how things are with you in the bland. G. F. 

CLXXXVII. — This is to go among Friends, 

My dear friends, — Dwell in the love of God together, for that edifies 
you all, and by that ye are built up ; and who go from that, pluck down 
with enmity, and discord, and wrangling, and quarreling, and disputing ; 
and are puffed up with high-swelling words, and are large in their 
worldly wisdom, and earthly knowledge in a show, to tread upon the 
simple; and are of the great comprehension. Therefore keep over 
that spirit, for that will not stand to the end, although it would be 
lord ; it is scorched, when the heat of persecution comes. And there- 
fore stand faithful. For that which runs into jangUngs, and disputes, 
and contentions, and questic»iing8, is the disobedient. That was the 
devil's work in the beginning, which brought Eve out of her habita- 
tion ; and that is the work of his servants in the fail, to bring the inno- 
cent out of their habitation, to question, reason, and jangle vrith them, 
to bring them out of their habitation. They will say, they must not 
meet together, such as are gathered in the name of Christ Jesus, that 
never fell, who is above Adam, that fell. And thus the devil would 
lay all waste, and make the world like a wilderness, and break down 
the bounds of the righteous gardens and plantations, and would break 
them down into his wilderness, and lay them barren and wsrste. And 
so, when they are gone from the truth themselves, the devil is got into 
them, and would keep them from meetings, to draw others into the 
same, who are gathered into the name of Jesus, and are come to 
sit down in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, and are found 
with the flock that lie down at noon-day. And so, that fallen 
spirit would bring the saints to forsake their assembUes, and would 
make them like a wilderness; if he cannot, he will throw dirt 
upon them, and backbite them, and prejudice them, and slander 
them, and speak evil of them, and strive to sow discord amongst them, 
and preach up some outward things amongst them, to bring them 
into an outward fellowship, from the immortal power and gospel fel- 
lowship, and fill them with earthly wisdom an^ knowledge, and under- 
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standing, and carnal policy, with quirks, tricks, turnings, and windings^ 
to over word and ensnare the simple, and to bring them into question- 
ing. And so, this spirit is to destroy, ruin, and lay waste, and to rob 
and beguile, and would destroy, if it were in its power, the saints' fel- 
lowship and worship, and if it were possible deceive the el^ct. For 
sometimes it will come in the show of worship and feigned humility, 
and other times with Esau's tears; but all the strength of it is set, to 
lead the innocent out of his habitation, and to destroy and devour him. 
And so, being adulterated from the true spirit, the true light, and the 
fellowship in it, it runs into all the secret evils, inward adultery, and 
outward adultery, uncleanness, and fornication ; and being in the evil, 
darkness, and uncleanness, judges all like unto itself with it evil 
thoughts, and casts out its flood of evil speaking and wickedness upon 
the righteous and just, the saints of the Most High, whose garments. 
are clean and pure. And so, this spirit will cry down the saints' fel- 
lowship in spirit, and wor^ip in spirit and truth, and their fellowship 
in the power which was before their forms were, or the devil either; 
and when it cannot get them down, and break their fellowship, to for- 
sake their assembling together, (which is contrary to the apostle's doc- 
trine, and the churches in the primitive times, before the apostacy,) 
and when they see they can neither break their fellowship nor wor- 
ship, then they say, away with your forms ; and cry down forms to 
such as be in the power of godliness. And that spirit's work, that 
doth so, is to bring into such forms in time^ which are out of the 
S{nrit, and truth, and power of God, in which the saints have fellow- 
ship and refreshment ; in which God is worshipped in that which is 
above, and was before time. And that contrary, spirit its work is, to 
bring into the many invented forms in the fall, and sometimes runs out 
of all right form into confusion, and out of all order of life, in which 
the saints of the Most High, that walk in the spirit, are, in the fellow- 
ship and power of life, having the order of life amongst them. And 
therefore, all Friends, keep your habitation every where in the truth of 
God^andlet your lights be shining, and your lamps burning, and have 
oil in your lamps, and salt in yourselves to savour withal, that he may 
grow up into Christ Jesus, by whom all things were made, that were 
made ; that through him ye may know all things. And so, live in him, 
that destroys the enmity ; and in him sit, in Christ Jesus, in whom ye 
have unity, life, peace, tod salvation. 

The honour was given to him that never changed, nor never fell, who 
is Christ Jesus, and ye in him are partakers of this honour ; and they 
that change and fall, do not know this honour, but are a dishonour to 
him. <J. F, 

Vol. VII. 33 
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CLXxxvm. 

Friends, — Live in the seed of God thai destroys the devil, i^ho is tbe 
author and cause of wars and strife^ and bringing of men and people 
into the earth, where the war, strife, and pride are ; here the outward 
swordsmen have not learned yet to beat their swords and speai^ into 
ploughshares and pruning hooks. Yet ye that are in that seed, see that 
ye accuse no man falsely, that hath the sword of justice, which is to 
keep the peace, and is a terror to the evil doers, and to keep down the 
transgressors, and for the praise of them that do well ; tins is owned m 
its place. But he that killeth with the sword, must perish with the 
sword. So there was a time the Jews were to fight with outward wea- 
pons, with sword, and spear ; but there is a time, when nations shall not 
learn war any more, but shall come to that which shall take away the 
occasion of wars, which was in the beginning before wars were. And 
Friends take heed of blending yourselves with the outward powers d 
the earth. 

All Friends, dwell in the life, and power, and seed of Qod, in which 
ye may be kept in the son of God's kingdom, and preserved in bis do- 
minion out of all changeable things; ia that God's blesBtci; will be wifli 
you. 

In the seed of God is the stayed state, and in that are the life and 
peace with God, and the ofiering that satisfieth God, and that perfect- 
eth for ever them that are sanctified. And the seed bruises and de- 
stroys the serpent's head, who is the prince of the air, the prince of 
darkness, the tempter and the troubler; in which seed is peace and 
life enjoyed, and by the wisdom of it be ordered to God's glory. And 
there the reign of Christ is known, who is come to reign and to rule. 

a F. 

CLXXXIX. — To Friends in New England and Virginia. 

.% 
My dear friends, Robert Hodson, William Robinson, Marmadtike 
Stevenson, Peter Pearson, William Brend, William Lioddra, and the rest 
of Friends in New England and Virginia, be faithful to the Lord in the 
truth of the Lord God, and in his power and wisdom be valiant for it 
upon the earth, and spread it abroad, and confound deceit. And dwell 
in the power of God, and stand in it, which comprehends the whole 
world; that through it ye may answer the witness of God in every cme, 
and be a dread to nations. And go on in peace, and love, and unity, 
one with another, and keep in the wisdom of the Lord God ; that ye 
may be answerable to the witness in every one to whom ye preach. 
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And take heedof judgiDgotie another in the sight of weak Friends, but 
dwell in the power of the Lord God, and that will keep that down in 
every particular, which is to be judged ; through which ye may judge 
the whole world that lies in wickedness. Therefore, dwell all, (I warn 
you from the Lord God of power, of life, of heaven and earth,) dwell 
in his power, and wisdom, and life, that in thai^je may have dominion 
over the world, and the adversaries in it, and live in it ; through which 
ye will feel the preciousness and weight of truth, which now is going 
over all the world. And to all nations of mankind the everlasting gos- 
pel, the power of God, is to be preached, through which life and immor- 
tality shall come* to light ; in which power is the fellowship. Therefore^ 
ibis is the word of the Lord God to you all, those that are convinced 
by the power of the Lord God and the light, let them dwell in it, in which 
they may have unity. For the Lord hath a seed that ways, if ye in 
patience all of you wait, and not matter the weather, the storms, the 
winds, the hail, the rain, when ye are to sow the seed, nor the rough 
ground that is to be tilled. For the husbandman waits patiently after 
the seed is sown ; there is a winter before the summer comes. And 
there must be a great work before the misty heathen be cleared in 
their understandings, (that are so naturally,) and the dark air be driven 
back, and the ^nce of life and light be witnessed. Dwell in the life 
and in the light ; for the great professors of spiritual Babylon, the mother 
of harlots, that are full of craft, will be brought down ; and that must 
be witnessed, before ye know the bride made ready for her husband. 
So live in patience and in peace, and in the weighty wisdom of God, and 
then ye will see the end of all frothy spirits, that will not abide the 
trial. Therefore, friends, keep ye in the power of the Liord God, and 
dwell in love one with another, and in the pure power and life of truth, 
and the seed of God which ye first kept in ; that ye may be kept over 
all light and airy spirits, that will be up and down like a tempest, 
comers and goers to the seed ; that ye may stand in the seed which is 
everlasting. In that the Lord preserve you. 

Ye may write over how things are there ; for truth is well here, and 
spreads abroad in the world in other nations, and is of a good report. 

G. F. 

Reading, the 15/A of the 8th month, 1659. 

The Lord is king over all the earth, and Christ hath all power in 
heaven and in the earth ; and he is King of kings and Lord of lords, let 
him rale and reign in all your hearts by faith, and e^alt him in the 
land, and in your assemblies. G. F. 
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CXC. 

O friends ! have an esteem of truth and God's glory \ Keep down 
all inordinate afifections, and have an esteem of truth above your lui^ 
and earthly things, worldly riches, and goods, and mind the example of 
the old world, when the sons of God saw, the daughters of men were 
fair, they took unto them wives of all that they liked; and so made no 
distinction between the righteous and the wicked. Which grieved the 
Lord God, that he said, his spirit should not always strive with man. 
And therefore he shortened his days to an hundred and twenty years^ 
which before were many hundred years. Though Enoch, Methuselah^ 
and Lamecfa, and the holy men of God, their marriages God did not 
judge ; but when the sons of those holy men, which were called the 
sons of God, went to the world for wives, they slew the spiritual birth 
in them, and quenched the holy spirit of God in them, and corrupted 
the earth, and filled it with cruelty, and followed the imaginations of 
their own hearts' lusts continually; insomuch that they grieved the Lord, 
and he repented that he made man. For he saw, all flesh had corrupted 
his way upon the earth, saving Noah, a just man, with his family^ who 
walked with God, and did not join with the wickedness of the world. 
Therefore God destroyed the old world; and the beginning thereof was 
these bad marriages, as Jude and Peter saith, ' They followed strange 
flesh,' by which' they came to be corrupted ; and therefore God sent a 
flood, and destroyed the old world with its ungodly deeds. And there 
is your example, that marry with the world. Gen. vi. 

And doth not the Lord say to the children of Israel, ^ Thou shalt not 
give thy sons nor thy daughters in marriage with the heathen.' And 
were not such as did so, reproved by the Lord and his prophets? Asje 
may see through the scriptures. And doth not the apostle say, * Be ye 
not unequally yoked together with unbelievers ; for what fellowship 
hath light with darkness, or Christ with BeliaU or a believer with an 
infidel? For how many thousands of the Jews did the Lord destroy, 
who went and married with other nations, and pleaded liberty? And 
did not Phineas run one through, and his heathenish women? And so, 
must not all such be run through with the sword of the spirit of God? 
And the Lord said, * Phineas hath turned mine anger away from the 
children of Israel,' when the Lord had destroyed twenty-^four thousand 
of them. And doth not the world call such, bastard and hypocrite 
Quakers, and not faithful, that go to the world for a wife, and to the 
priests to be married ? Oh ! that ye should profess truth, and go from 
its power and life, and so corrupt yourselves, and to have no more 
esteem of your bodies, which God hath so honoured, and made them 
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vessels of his mercy, to pilt his mercy into ! and have no more esteem 
of God, his truth nor his people, but to esteem your affections and lusts 
above them all, and to make yourselves a talk and a laughing stock, 
by going into that, for which ye are judged of God, and of all his peo- 
ple, and of that of (xod in your own consciences also ! And do not Friends 
buy burying-places, because they cannot give their dead bodies to the 
world, no more than Abraham could ? And ye that profess yourselves to 
be quickened by Christ, and made alive by him, tp give your bodies to 
them that are dead in sins and trespasses, — Ob, ye make yourselves 
ridiculous both to God's people and the world, and come under the 
judgment of both, and of God and the scriptures, to be such as follow 
strange flesh, and corrupt the earth, like the old world ! Ye bring bur* 
thens upon the just. But God will shorten your days, as he did the old 
world's, except ye repent; as ye may read. Gen. vi. And therefore 
mind God!s ordinance, and then ye will know God's joining by his spirit 
and by his power. And be not corrupted with them, that follow strange 
flesh, and corrupt themselves, that creep among you, and would be 
called by your name, which the priests and the world call bastard 
Quakers. And therefore keep the gospel order, which is the power of 
God, (before the devil was,) and the government of Christ Jesus, which 
destroys the devil and all his works. G. F. ; 

CXCI. 

All Friends every where, that are convinced with truth, and profess 
it, and own it, keep to the single language, the good spirit, the light of 
Christ Jesus* leads to it ; and that which goes from that, which doth not 
live in it, is to be judged. And then, if man or woman seek to get gain 
by speaking the improper, untrue language, and flattering language of 
the world, which is in confusion, the Lord may take that gain away 
from them. For plural and singular was the language of God, and Christ, 
and all good men, and of the prophets and apostles ; but the confused 
world, that lies in confusion, cannot endure it, who live not in the fear 
of God, neither follow the example of good men, but are in the double 
tongue, quenching the spirit, and hating the light of Christ Jesus, which 
is single. And so all Friends, train up your children in the same singular 
and plural language ; all masters, mistresses, and dames, or whatsoever 
ye are called, that do take Friends' children, that are in the singular 
and plural language, it is not fit for you to bring them out of it, neither 
to force nor command them otherwise, to please your customers, nor to 
please men; for if they should pay two or three for one, that would 
displease you, who would have them to speak two or three, when they 
should q>eak singular, thee and thou to one. And so, do not lose that 
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testimony^ which slays the worWs honour, and do not go into the cus- 
tom of the world's fashions or commandsi nor force others from that, 
which is the language of God; and Christ, and all good men and womeui 
into that which is contrary to God and Christ, and all good men and 
women ; for there must be, and always was a distinction beti^ixt one 
and many. For if in your practice ye should not do it, but let one have 
many things, when he should have but one thing, ye would think to 
suffer wrong, and your servants to do that which were not righteous; 
and so, do not they speak that which is not righteous, when they say 
many for one, and nonsense and confusion? And therefore keep to the 
proper, sound, single language. For indeed, I did hear some that were 
troubled at their apprentices and servants, for saying thee and thou to 
one, and because they would not say the word you ; and such, who have 
known the language from their childhood. And therefore that selfish, 
man-pleasing, and daubing spirit must be put dowawith the spirit, and 
condemned with the light, else ye will presently be ridiculous to the 
world, and to all men, and they will say, ye are not so as ye were in 
tike beginning ; and so follow the customs of the world, and not the 
practice of Christ, and all good men. And so, this is written that aU 
may fear the Lord ; and they who have done so, may do so no more^ 
and that others may be warned, and not to go into such things. But 
mind the truth and spirit of<jod, the light of Christ Jesus, that none of 
the free bom may lose the true language, and speak half the world's 
language, and half of the people of (jod's. For to say to Friends, thee 
and thou, and to the world you, that is hypocrisy. And therefore for 
all hypocrites, and hypocrisy and dissembling to be kept under judg- 
ment, for that is a dissembling with the witness of God. For ye see the 
outward Jews, when they went from the law of God, in process of time 
spake half Hebrew, and half Ashdod. And therefore, to prevent all 
dissembling and hypocrisy, keep to the spirit of God and light of Christ 
Jesus, that the Jews inward may not have a mixed language, no more 
than the Jews outward, to speak half the confused langui^e of the 
world, and half the true language. Nor to the world speak ccm- 
fusediy, to speak the plural for the singular, and when ye are among 
the worid, speak as the world doth ; and when ye are amongst Friends 
speak as they do : this spirit is not from the spirit of God, but » 
hypocrisy and for judgment. And so let the truth have its passage in 
all things, and speak true words, and not false, with the light ye will 
see ; who act contrary to it, will be condemned by it. So let Friends 
be distinct from all the world in their language, in their ways, in love, 
and in their conversations ; for in that ye are over the world, and judge 
them by scripture, by grammar, and accidaice, and all other teaching 
books, for ye have them all on your side to hanomer them down withal, 
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who follow neither scriptareSy g^mniar, nor accidence, nor their new 
teaching books, and are judged by them all, and the spirit of God also, 
which leads to one, and to divide and distinguish singular from plural, 
miuiy things from one thing, and one from two and three ; and many 
men and women from one, many ways from one, many churches from 
one, many fellowships from one, and the many words from one, and the 
many gods from one, and the true Christ from the many antichrists 
and false. All tins is distinguished and known by the one spirit, the 
light and power of Christ Jesus, which gives an understanding. 

G. F- 

Let tki$ be ifint abroad, thdacUlrnay read it over, 

CXCIL — A general epistle to Friends, 

Friends,*— In the fear of the Lord God live, departing from sin and 
evil, as it appears in your own particulars, and therein ye will receive 
the wisdom of God, by which all things were made and created ; with 
whidi wisdom they may be ordered to the gloiy of God, that created 
all things. And with that wisdom use all things, and order all that are 
ttider your hands and dominion, to the gbry of him that created them. 
And in this ye will feel the Lord God going in and out amongst you, 
and to be with you, and his blessing and presence with you, (in your 
actings,) and he over all givmg you dominion in his wisdom, power, and 
fife; that with that ye may come to answer that of God in every one, 
with which your minds should be guided up to God. And in that ye 
will be a good savour to God, and in the hearts of all people that live 
Dp to the witless, and are led by the witness of God up to God. And such as 
go from it, upon them the law of God is to be added, and they by it to be 
stopped and limited ; which law is a praise to them that do well, who come 
from under the occasion of the law. And in this that eye is opened which 
beholds God and bis law, which answers thatof Grodin everyone; which 
when men go from that of God in themselves, the law takes hold upon 
them. Which when Adam went from, he transgressed the law of God, 
when he went from the life and image of God within him ; and then the 
law came upon him, which was not made for the righteous, but for sin- 
ners and transgressors. And in this stands the covenant of works, the 
law of works that brings under and yokes the man down ; which Christ 
the covenant of God, and of life, and of peace, redeems men from under 
this law; ^d the law of the spirit of life makes free from the law of 
rin and death. So Christ, the covenant of God being felt, the law of 
life is come and witnessed within man again; and. to such, they that 
are in the wisdopi of God, will be a praise, and your moderation will 
increase^ your temperance will increase, your knowledge of God and his 
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son Jesus Christ will increase, whom to know is eternal life; and this 
will not be lacking. And so as ye are kept in the wisdom of God, and 
in his life and power, ye will see the law that goes over all transgres- 
sors, which was added because of transgression. Which life lets you 
see to the higher power, which was before any transgression was; be-* 
cause of which the law was added upon man, when he went from that 
of God in himself. Which, (as I said before,) every true christian, (which 
is a christian indeed,) witnesseth the law of life in Chrbt, which sets 
free from the law of sin and death ; and such come to see and feel him, 
who was before any transgression was. And so as to the Lord God ye 
are kept faithful in your generation, and in his fear are preserved in 
humility and mercy, doing good and justly, the jaws of the wicked will 
be broken, and ye will feel the Lord's blessing upon you, and come to 
know the seed in yourselves which inherits, which is the heir of the 
promise of the world vdthout end. And the power of an endless life 
you will feel in Christ, the seed, in whom the words of the prophets and 
apostles are fulfilled ; and therein is unity and love, righteousness and 
peace, even in him who bruiseth the serpent's head, that feeds upon 
dust. Here there is nothing fed upon, but life, yea, the life, which was 
with the Father, before the world began, which is Christ Jesus. And 
who are in this, are in the thing the scripture testifies of. And this 
hath been wanting in Christendom. They have had the words of the 
prophets, Christy and the apostles, and be«i on heaps about, them, not 
being in the seed, Christ, who is the end and substance of them; who is 
the light and life, righteousness, wisdom,«and truth, which makes free 
from the adversary, who is the cause of strife. 

From a lover of your souls' eternal good, and of your establishment 
in righteousness and peace, in this day of the Lamb's power; glory to 
the highest for ever ! . G. F. 

CXaiL— 7b mmam Jlmes. 

Dear William, thou hast a fine compass in Holland and Germany, 
and under the prince of Falatin's government : and there is a seed in 
Poland that desires Friends. So in the seed be faithful, which is inunor- 
tal, and is the heir of the world where there is no end. And so, in that 
be faithful, and spread the truth over that part of the world: for the 
Lord hath a vine and a mountain to be set up that aways, and a stand- 
ard and ensign held out to other nations. So, in the power of the Lord 
God, and his wisdom and seed, the Lord God Almighty preserve thee I 

G.R 
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CXCIV. 

' Dear friends^ who have found the better part, and chosen the bet- 
ter thing, the one thing, which lasteth for ever, which is the grouod of 
all true rejoicing and joy, in whom ye have all riches and life, and the 
blessings, and the immortal power, to be your crown and covering. And 
it may be, there will be a time of shearing and clipping; but the earth 
is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof. So, mind him to be your portion, 
and the seed Qirist your all, and your Kfe ; and fear not losing the 
fleece, for it wiH grow again. And keep your meetings in the name 
of him that neVer fell, which is above all the maetings of Adam's sons 
and daughters in the fall. And keep in the fellowship in the gospel, 
wbich is the power of God, which was before the devil was ; and this 
fellowship is above all the national fellowships in the fall of Adam. 
And keep in the wordiip of the Father in the spirit and in the truth, 
whidi the devil is out of, and in that ye will live in the truth and spirit 
in yourselves, and walk in unity in the same ; and then ye are over all 
the will^worships in the &11 of Adam, where they are in the strife 
about thenL And who are come to the church in Grod, do see above 
all the churches of Adam in the fall, drove from God. And as the out- 
waard Jews suffered by the outward Egyptians and Babylonians^ and 
they persecuted them and killed their children ; so the spiritual Egyp- 
tian^ and mystery Babylon persecute and would kill the Jews in spirit, 
thkt wor^p God in the spirit, whose praise is of God, and not of man, 
and such have none from fallen men, but by them are persecuted. But 
all such go, as dumb before their, shearers ; for he that gave his back 
and his cheek to the smiters, overcame, and reigns, and hath the victory 
and the honour, who is Christ, the amen, the first and last, the top and 
corner stone; in him sit down, in life, and peace, and rest. So no more, 
but my love in the everlasting seed, the second Adam, that never fell 
nor changed, whose love is above alt the love in Adam's house in the 
fall- G.F. 

cxcv. 

Friends,— All that are moved of the Lord by his power, Hght, and life, 
to go into other nations, as messengers of his covenant of light, to preach 
the gospel, according to that which shows the secrets of every man's 
heart, wherein nations are brought into covenant with God, and re- 
deemed out of tongues^ and people, and kindreds; keep your feet upon 
the top of the mountains, and sound deep to the witness ofGod in every 
man; then wiU your feet be beautifulf that publbh peace; and to the 

Vol. VIL 34 
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captives proclaim liberty, with your feet upon the mountains publish- 
ing peace, binding up the broken-hearted, having oil of gladness for 
them that mourn. And this is the word of the Lord God to you, keep 
ye atop of the heads of all the mountains of sin and opposition, in inno- 
cency, meekness, and true humility, in the fear of God; that in his 
dread and wisdom ye may all be kept, and in the fear of the Lord 
stayed. And dwell in the * light of Christ, that doth enlighten everj 
man that comes into the world, that all through him might believe ;* 
and bring all to believe in the light, to give them the knowledge o( the 
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ, from whom the light comes 
that they are all enlightened with ; and that they may come, into the 
covenant of light with God and his people. And so, dwell in the power 
of the Lord God, that ye may comprehend the world, and see over it 
all : and keep ye over all the unclean spirits, and execute true judg- 
ment, answering to that of God in every man; and here is the saints^* 
honour. And this is the word of the Lord God to you: enter not into 
consultings with the wrong nature, lest ye consult with the adversary, 
whose head must be bruised ; and lest in the meantime, that blind your 
eye, and raise up a light spirit in you, and take you captive. But 
dwell in the power, dread, and fear of the Lord God, that ye may an- 
swer that of God in every man, and stop the mouth of that which op- 
poses ; that ye may blind the eye that will not see the light, and the ear 
stop that will not hear it, for that must be judged. For that is it that 
keeps all from conversicm, and that is the seed of the serpent, wbidi 
must be bruised with the seed of the woman, yea, the head of it: and 
keep atop of the head of it, that ye may answer that of God in every 
man ; and be kept atop of the contrary, and tread it under feet. And 
so, the Lord God Almighty keep you in his power and wisdom, and by 
it bind the unruly ; and when ye have bound them, then ye may speak 
to them, and by it fetter them ; then ye may catch them when ye 
will, when they are fettered. And get the yoke upon the wild heifer; 
then will ye save yourselves from k push, and bring them down, and 
order them with the power^ and reach to the witness. And see, that 
ye keep the bit in the wild horse's mouth, whereby his head may be 
held down : and howsoever, see that he be bridled, then with the power 
he will be ordered; though he snuffs and snores, the bridle being kept 
in his mouth, he is held down by it : though he cries aha, aha; that is 
above the witness. And when this is done, being k^pt in the power, 
ye will know him, that rides meekly upon the foal of the ass, (the crft, 
the foal of the ass^) to Jerusalem, the highest place of wondiip; who 
brings the prisoner out of the pit, where there is no water. Christ, 
the same to-day as yesterday, and for ever. And the Lamb gets the 
victory, he that sits meekly upon the colt, the foal of Ae ass, he it is 
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that gets the victory, he b j whom the world was made, who is not of 
the world, that treads upon the highest worship in the world. Lay 
hands upon no man suddenly, I warn and charge you all in the pre- 
sence of the living God, but touch the witness of God in every one. 

G. F. 

CXCVI. 

- #• 

Dear friends in Jamaicay and elsewhere, who know the truth of 
God, and have been sufierers for the same, all live in it, which the 
devil is out <^; that ye may all be preserved in peace and freedom* 
For truth brings to the noble mind, spirit, and nature, and seed, which 
never will bend to sin and unrighteousness, nor ungodliness whatsoever, 
nor to the author of it. And therefore all walk in the truth, that ye 
may all come to honour the Lord God in your lives and conversations, 
in your words and dealings, doing truly, justly, and righteously unto all 
people ; that God may be glorified amongst you. And that ye may 
come to be as lights to the world, and the countries about you, so that 
by yoiir I^ht they may come to walk out of their dark, unsighteous, 
laigodly, and corrupt ways, which the corrupt people walk in ; but the 
holy and the sanctified ones are of a more noble nature and seed, than 
to tread in those paths. And therefore all mind that, in which ye may 
honour God, and his holy name, into which ye are called; that ye 
may answer the Lord God for all his tender mercies and great riches, 
that tie hath plentifully manifested and enriched you withal. That 
the love of God may fill your hearts, which hath abundantly been 
shed in you ; that so it may abound one towards another, and to all 
the creature^ of God, for their good; that they may come to the way 
of life and peace, and that they seeing your, good works, may * glorify 
your Father, which is in heaven.' And so, let truth, righteousness^ 
holiness, pureness, and justness be your jewels, and in your eyes 
esteemed above all ; for unrighteousness, unholiness, and ungodliness is 
but drbss, and is not of God nor Christ. And therefore live in the 
truth, which the devil is oht of, and in the life, which was, before death 
and the devil, the power of it was ; and in the light, which was, before 
darkness was, and the devil, the prince of it ; and in this ye will have 
fellowship with God, with Christ, and one with another. And so no 
more, but my love. Things here are well, and meetings are quiet and 
large in this nation, and this part of the world. Farewell. 

Ye may write unto us, and let us know how things are with you. 

G. F. 
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CXCVII. 

Dear friends, — In the power of the Lord dwell, which will keep you 
all in unity, dwelliifg in it ; and all be bold in that, threshing down all 
deceit, and wait to have all your minds guided with that which is eter- 
nal, up to God, who is eternal. And walk wisely in the wisdom of 
God, (I charge you in the presence of the living Grod,) and take heed 
of acting in your own wills, contrary to that which is pure of God in 
you. And know the power and life of God in one another, which gave 
forth the scripture, which was, before the scripture was ; which life 
the saints had unity in, one with another. So, in the life God Almighty 
preserve you ! And meet together every where, (I charge you In the 
presence of the Lord,) and wait together upon God, to have your 
minds guided by that which is of God, up to him, with that which is 
pure, which will judge all unrighteousness, (which must never enter 
into the kingdom of God,) and with the eternal spirit of God* and 
in his power ye may be kept from all fancies in your own wills. 
So God Almighty be among you, to do his will in his love. 

G. F. 

CXCVIII. 

Dear friends, — Keep over all that, which tends to strife, in the seed 
Christ, in which is peace and life ; for that whiqh tends to strife, and 
yet is in a feigned flattery, will corrupt you. And, therefore, live in 
that which is pure and steadfast, and is not changesUble ; and in that 
know one another. And lay hands on no man suddenly ; for that which 
is fickle and changeable, will bring people into an unsettled state, and 
bring them out of their own conditions, and bring into a questioning 
state. And therefore keep in the seed, and light, and power of Christ, 
in which ye may walk safely, and not give away your power ; but 
dwell in it, in love, unity, and peace one with another. And ii^ it keep 
your meetings, and be quiet ; and live, and dwell in the power of truth 
over all the unruly spirits. 

And be faithful, that the seed, Christ Jesus may reign in you, and 
among you. For the truth is over all, and reigns. And so, be valiant 
for it upon fhe earth. G. F. 

Lancaster prison, the 2d of the 5th month, 1660. 

CXCIX. 

Friends, — ^The matter concerning not putting off the hat in prayer, 
and when they give thanks, to God, which hath been said by some to 
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be heathenisb and Romish, and set Up in the time of darkness and 
ignorance, and in the curse, and in ilie fall, and cursed. Then they, 
and ye, who have put off your hats, when ye have prayed, and given 
tilianks to God, must be wrong, according to their judgment, (wUch is 
fahe.) For who have known the power of God, and the motions of it, 
which power Was before hats and coverings were, are out of this judg* 
ment. For there was a sect of people amongst the Corinthians, that 
were jangling about m<eats, drinks, days, marriages ; and whether they 
should pray covered, and whether the woman should pray and pro- 
phesy uncovered? There was such a strife, before the Papists got 
up. And therefore the apostle set up a comeliness amoogst the churches, 
and says, it was a dishonour for a woman to pray or prophesy with 
her head uncovered. And also, a dishonour for a man to pray or pro*^ 
phesy with his head covered. 

Now say they, who keep the hat on when they pray, this covering 
of the woman is the spirit and power, (which is her covering, and not 
the hat,) then the spirit and power must be covered, when she prays 
and prophesies. And how can she pray and prophesy, when the^ spirit 
and power is covered? For that is her covering, and her head, (say 
tiiey.) And this must be uncovered in the man, when he prays and 
prophesies. So, showing hereby a contradiction in the male and 
female; whicb shows forth, that the spifit and power must be covered 
in the one, and uncovered in the other. 

They say, Christ is the head of the woman, (spoken of in the CJorin- 
thians,) and her head must be covered when she prays and prophesies; 
and is it not meant of an outward hat. Then Christ, which is thd head, 
must be covered In the woman when she prays and prophesies; aiid 
when a man prays and prophesies his head must be uncovered. This 
also shows a contradiction. For prophecy is in the spirit, and praying 
is in the spirit,' and by prophecy they see Christ. And if Christ be co- 
vered, then they must consider it by what the woman covers him, and 
whether or nay she can prophesy when he is covered? And so it is 
that mind which runs into outward things that stumbles ; and ever was 
and ever will be so.* 

And this mmd and spirit which hath given this judgment so upon 
Friends and amongst Friends, not only in a paper to be spread up and 
down, but also in disputes and janglings about it; in which is such a 
judgment contrary to truth and the apostles' comely order and prac- 
tice which was set up amongst them* This judgment hath not only 
ju^d us but also the apostle. They may as well say, he set up a 
form in the curse, ignorance, heathenish, and Romish ; who calls it a 
comely thing (ot a man to pray uncovered, if not he didionours his 
head ; and a comely thing for a wonmn to pray or prophesy vfUh her 
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head cavered.' So there was a comeluiess and an faonourjo it. We 
never use to preach up such things, who are come to the power of God, 
befi>re coverings or hats were. And many would not have believed 
that ever such things would have come forth amongst us; but now they 
see our comely order and practice is likened to a heathenbh and Ro- 
mish order, and curst Some such the apostle had to do withal, when he 
set up his comely order before the Romish way was. 

Therefore are we necessitated to speak a little to such things, that 
Friends may keep in the power of God which was before hats and co- 
veriags were. For when we see people run into such things, and make 
a sect of it, and ciy, they have attained to a greater glory than before^ 
they run into such outward things as the hat is ; and if they have 
attained to that they have but attained to that which is since Adam 
fell. For they that have attained to that state which Adam was in 
before the fall, it is without hats or coverings. And they that are 
come to Christ (and abide in him) are in a state beyond Adam before 
he fell, far before outward coverings were; for Christ was with the 
Father before the world began, before Adam was made. And when 
the apostle spake to the Corinthians how that he would have them to 
know that God was the head of Christ, and Christ was the head of the 
man, and the man was the head of the woman; and the wc»nan was 
made for the man exid not the nan for the woman ; and he is the image 
and glory of God, and she is the glory of the man : this the apostle 
spake to the Corinthians, who were not come to the state of Adam and 
Eve before they fell ; amongst whom there was a sect about the man 
being covered, and the woman uncovered. Amongst whom he sets up 
a comely order and practice, and lets them see how they should pray, 
prophesy, and practice. So he meant there of outward things, when 
he speaks of a man uncovered, and a woman covered ; or else he should 
be shaven and shorn. Now these (as I said before) were not come to 
the state of Adam and Eve before the fall ; for who are come there are 
come to that which was before, coverings were. This was a comely 
and decent thing, and of good report amongst the primitive christians 

Therefore, all Friends, live in the power of God which ye first re- 
ceived, the power which was before the fall was, in that is the fellow- 
ship and leads to order, comeliness, and decency. For all the sects 
about meats, drinks, and days, are gotten up anumg the sons and 
daughters of Adam that are gone from the power of God, and his image, 
righteousness, and true holiness, which were before coverings w^e. . 
And others who are fallen from tlmt into such outward things, there 
they are jangling about them. And therefore keep over all such things 
in the power of God, which was be^fore outward things were; in that 
have ye perfect fellowslnp and uinity, for^thcre is. your puc^. For 
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that have a fellowship in keeping on their hats, and observing of meatt, 
those outward things lead them from the power,- and so to no profit, 
bat into strife, and jangling, and vain disputes. ' Therefore^ the power 
of God all keep in. The power of God was before strife was; and in 
that is the perfect and standing fellowship when all other fellowshipa 
shall have an end, which were set up since Adam's fall. And so fere- 
well. Mj love is to you all in the everlasting seed of God. 

The church of the Romans fell away by running into outward things 
from the power and life ; also the Corinthians, Galatians, and others of 
them; and also the Seven Oiurches of Asia, by running into outward 
things; and what the outward things were they ran info ye may read. 
And how the apostle reproved them, and what all are gone into rince 
they lost the power of God, and the unity in the spirit. And therefore, 
all dear friends, keep in the power of God over all outward things, 
which was before they were ; and in that power is the standitig unity. 

6. F. 

CC — The line of righteousness and justice stretched forth over all 
merchants, 4'^. ^nd an exhortation unto all Friends and pea* 
pie whatsoever, who are merchants, tradesmen, husbandmen, or 
seamen, who deal in merchandise, trade in buying and selling -by 
sea or land, or deal in husbandrt/,'that ye all do that which is 
just, equal, and righteous in the sight of Ood and man, one to 
another, and to all men. And that ye use just weights and just 
measures, and speak and do that which is true, just, and right in 
all things. That so your conversations, lives, practices^ and 
tongues may preach to all people, and answer the good, just, and 
righteous principle of Ood in them all. In which ye may beser^ 
viceable unto Ood, and to the creation in your generation, and a 
blessing both to Ood and man. 

All Friends, every yhere, live in the seed of God, which is the righte- 
ousness itself, and inherits the Wisdom and is the wisdom itself; with 
which wisdom ye may may order, rule, and govern all things which 
are under your hands (which God hath given you) to fats glory. Govern 
and order with his wisdom all the creatures that ye have under you, 
and all exchangings, merchandising, husbandry. Do what ye do in the 
wisdom of God, and with it, which is pure from above, and gentle, and 
easy to be entreated. With this wisdom (which is not eartbdy, sensual, 
nor devilish) you do good unto all and hurt no one, nor yourselves; for 
it is pure and preserves pure. ' 

So this is the word of the Lord God to you all : keep all in th^ pbwer 
of God over all the unrighteous world; which power of God was before 
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it was. In whieb pt^wer of God ye will be praierved in justice, in 
tratiii in equal balance, and weights and measures, in the truth, up- 
rightneas, and honesty to all people* So all here in this are serviceable 
to God in their generation, and to the creation, and are a bless- 
iiig« Do rightly ; that is the word of the liord God to you all, whether 
ye be tradesmen, of what calling or profession, or sort soever, or bus- 
bandmen. Do rightly, justly, truly, holy, equally to all people in all 
things; and that is according to that of God in every man, and the wit- 
ness of God, and the wisdom of God, and the life of God in yourselves ; 
and there ye are serviceable in your generation, labouring in the thing 
ttiat is good, whi^ doth not spoil, nor destroy, nor waste the creation 
upon the lusts. 

And all merchants whatsoever, seamen, and traffickers by sea or 
land; this is the word of the Lord God to you all : < Do justly^ speak 
truly, to all people whatsoever.' Then are ye a dread and a terror to 
the unjust. * Wrong no man, overreach no man,' (if it may be never 
so much to your advantage,) but be plain, righteous, and holy : in this 
are ye serviceable to your own nation and others, by your change and 
exchanging of things and merchandise, and to the Lord God ye eome to 
be a blessing in the .creation and generation. * Live in the life of truth, 
and let the truth speak in all things, and righteousness ; and let justice 
be acted and holiness in all things, without any guile, fraud, or deceit ; 
80 that is well pleasing to God and men, and according to that of God 
in every one.' And this showeth forth the fruits of believers, that are 
passed from death to life ; from death, which came by sin, the origmal 
of which is the devil. So being come from death to Hfe, which goes 
over Um; over him, I say, who is the author of aU unrighteousness. 
Now, in the truth and righteouaness ye will all have peace, favour, and 
the blessmg of the Lord in all things. And that jseepeth out the covet- 
ous mind, and covetous desires; the power and life of God, that goes 
over the power of death, which brought the &n. That which keepeth 
over this, hath th^ blessing and increase of the heavenly riches ; and 
tiiat ^all not want the creatures, nor any goocT thiug^ from them the 
Lord will not withhold. So be careful to do good in all things to all 
p^iqAe whatsoever. In the fear of God serve him, and be diluent, and 
not 8tubb(Mii in any thing, but pUable in the power <tf God, that keeps 
you over all the powers of unrighteousness ; acting so in that, that ye 
may be a good savour in all mUions^ islands, and places whare ye come, 
in the hearts of allpeoide, dmig truly, and plainly >uprightly« faithfully^, 
justly^ and honestly, according to the light of Christ Jeaus in every man; 
that ye nmy witness to all. Then will your words, lives, and conver-* 
satiens preach and manifestji that ye serve God in . the new life ; and 
tet ye have putofftfaeold man and )^ 4i9fds» which are unrighteout ; 
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and that ye have put on the new man^ which is renewed after God in 
righteousness and holiness, according to bis image. 

Loathe deceit and all unrighteousness, hard-heartedness, wronging, 
cozening, cheating, or unjust dealing ; but live and reign in the righte- 
ous life and power of God, and wisdom, (that presseth all the other 
down,) and to answer the good and just principle in all people; and that 
will win people to deal with you, * doing truth to all, without respect 
to persons; to high or low whatsoever, young or old, rich or poor. And 
so here your lives and words will preach wherever ye come. 

All husbandmen, and dealers about husbandry whatsoever, cattle, or 
ground, to you all this is the word of the Lord God : do rightly, holily, 
justly, honestly, plainly, and truly to all men and people, whomsoever 
ye bave.to deal withal; wrong not any in any case, though it be never 
so much to your advantage. Deny yourselves, and live in the cross of 
Christ, the power of God, for .that destroys injustice; and * without ho- 
liness none can ever see the Lord; and out of righteousness there is no 
true peace.' Therefore all, of what sort soever, or what calling soever, 
do justly, (whether ye be masters or servants, fathers or mothers, sons 
or daughters,) to on^ another, and to all, do that which is just and 
righteous, uprightly and holily ; in that you will have peace, and see, 
God. 

So in all husbandry speak truth, act truth, doing justly and uprightly 
in all your actions, in all, your practices, in all your words, in all your 
dealings, buyings, sellings, changing^, and commerce with people, let 
ti*uth be the head, and practise it. And in all your words let truth be 
spoken. This brings righteousness forth, and deceit to the judgment 
bar. Wrong no man, nor covet, nor cheat, nor oppress, nor defraud 
any man in any case ; but keep your dominion in the truth, in righte- 
ousness, holiness, and equity, in the power, and light, and wisdom of 
Christ. In this ye answer the light of Christ in every one, and are a 
blessing to the Iiord God, and to your generation ye are serviceable ; 
and cpme to walk in the new life, in which the righteous, holy God is 
served. In which righteousness ye have peace ; and in which holiness 
ye see God. For ' the kingdom of God stands in righteousness, peace, 
and joy in the holy ghost. 

So speak the truth, whether merchants or tradesmen, and all sorts 
of pec^le whatsoever, in all your occasions, and in all your tradings, 
dealings, and doings, speak the truth, act in the truth, and walk in the 
truth ; and this brings righteousness forth. For it answereth the wit- 
ness of Grod in every one ; which lets every one see all the deeds and 
actions they have done amis9, and words which they have spoken 
amiss. So the witness of God within theral ariseth a swift witness 
against them, for their worcjs which they have, spoken amiss, and for 
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their action» wiocfa they have doDe amiss, and brings them to the judg* 
ment bar, and to condemnation. Here righteousness goes forth, and 
here the- sweet savour to the Lord God b^ns to ascend ; and truth and 
equity kUse both to be acted and spoken. 

So all Friends, of what calling soever, that dwell in the power of 
God, and feel the power of God, and the light of Christ Jesus : dwell in 
that, a^ in that ; that ye may answer that of God in every one upon 
the earth with your actions, and by your conversations, and by your 
words, being right, just, and true. This goes over the unjust, untrue, 
unholy, and unrighteous in the whole world; and reacheth to the good 
smd true principle of God in all people, which tells them when they 
do not do equally, justly, righteously, and holily. So that is the word 
of God to you all friends, of what calling soever ye be. * Live in the 
power of truth, and wisdom of God,' to answer that just principle of God 
in all people upon the earth ; and so ye answering of it, thereby ye 
come to be as a city set upon a hill, which is above that mountain, that 
is in the whole world, that lies above the just principle of God in every 
one there, which the power of God goes over. So let your lives preachy 
let your light shine, that your works may be seen, that your Father 
may be glorified t that your fruits may be unto holiness, and that year 
end 'may be everlasting life. Dwell in the power of the Lord God^ and 
light and life, with which ye may feel and see, before the unrighteous- 
ness was ; in this ye will know the everlasting righteousness brought 
forth, which answereth the righteous principle of God in every o&e, to 
vrbich they must come down, to lead them and guide them, to teach 
them to speak and act truth justly, righteously, and holily. And that 
hath the dominion which doth justly, holily, and righteously speak, aet^ 
and think ; and this hath the praise of God; and they who do so come 
to answer, that which God requires, * to love mercy, do justly, and to 
walk humbly with Gods' And this is more than all the talkers of jus- 
tice, righteousness, and holiness, whose life denies what their tongues 
profess and talk of. By that God and Christ is dishonoured. So these 
are ho good examples, neither serviceable in their generation nor cr^- 
tion, nor any but they who live in the power of God, and in his vAm- 
dom; in which they have the righteousness, peace, truth, hdiness, 
justice, and equity. These are comely and savoury both to God and 
man. 

And all, of what trade or calling soever, keep out of debts ; owe to no 
man any thing but love. Go not beyond your estates, lest ye bring y>OQr- 
selves to trouble, and cumber, and a oiare ; keep low wnA down in all 
things ye act. For a man that would be great, and goes beymid his 
estate, lifts himself up, runs into debt, and lives highly of other men's 
means; he is a waster of other men's, and a destroyer. He is not ter- 
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vi^able to the creation, but a destroyer of the creation and creatures, 
and cumbereth himself and troubletb others, and is lifted up, who would 
appear to be somebody ; but being from the honest, the just, and good, 
falls into the shame. Therefore dwell every one of you under your own 
vine, (that know redemption from the earth,) and seek not to be greats 
but in that, and^well in the truth, justice, righteousness, and holiness; 
and there is th^ blessing enlarged. 

And no one, (of what calling soever,) run into debt, usury, and ex- 
action ; for many people have been wronged thereby ; they that have 
taken .of them^ who by it have appeared great, and lived above what 
they were, and so would seem to be. Therefore be true and honest, 
holy and righteous, every one, in that which ye have. Owe to none any 
thing but love ; and in that ye will feel the blessing, and come to be 
serykeable in the creation, serving one another- in love, and not in op* 
pression and taxation. And that keeps all down in the power, wisdom, 
and life of God; and bends all minds to strive for one another's good, 
and to help one another in that which is good, just, and righteous, and 
serve one another in that; in that ye live in the life, and in the seed, 
the power, and righteousness that is everlasting, which is of God, and 
his wisdom, through which ye come to answer the good, just, and holy 
principle of Gdd in every one upon the earth. In which power ye have 
doBunion; in which ye come to live the life which is well pleasing to 
Crod, a life which shall stand when the world is ended. And in this life, 
power, and wisdom of God that is endless, ye are a terror to all that are 
in the wisdom below; ye are a terror to all that are in the unrighteous 
actioDs and words. And ye are a terror to all that are in the unjust 
and unequal doings, and all the defrauders, cozeners, cheaters, overi- 
reachers, liars, and wrong dealei^. In the power of God, abd hb 
life, in which ye have justice, ye have truth, ye have eqvity, ye have 
righteousness; audit cometh to be to you as natural; your words, your 
lives, your conversations, your presence, and your practices both judge 
and preach;, and ye will be a terror to all. of them in the just life and 
everlasting righteousness, Christ Jesus ; living in him and in his wisdoni, 
and walking in him, and speaking the truth as it b in him in all things; 
your life and yOur. words are a terror to all that speak not truth in 
their dealings, and to all that act not truly and righteously in their do- 
ings, your lives do judge them, and are a judge to them ; and through 
your constancy^ faith fulpess, and life, which b eywlastiog, ye bring 
many to amendment. For both life, actions, words, and conversation 
preach, (all these preach to the unrighteous world,) being in the ever- 
lasting righteousness, which over the world hath dominion ; through 
which life, power, seed of God and wisdom ye reach, and answer the 
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good and just principle of God in every one; and it will make tbem at 
last confess to you, though they may go on in the contrary for a time. 

So in that power, and wisdom, and strength, that gives you dominion 
over all, and to answer that of God in all, the love and power of the 
Lord Jesus Christ preserve and keep you all in his wisdom, life, seed 
and dominion, that to him ye may be a blessing, and a good savour in 
the hearts of all people. And let all your actions and words be one witb 
the witness of God in all people. Amen. 

The wicked and unrighteous owe envy and hatred, and with that 
they pay their debt ; but the righteous, just, and harmless, who owe 
nothing to any man but love, with that they pay their debt But drunk- 
ards, adulterers, swearers, rioters, who eat and drink, and rise up to 
play, and live in pleasures wantonly upon the earth, fighters, quarrel- 
lers, envious, malicious, unjust, unrighteous; all such actions and prac- 
tices are judged out of the power of God, and out of his kingdom. 

And all Friends every where, that are shopkeepers or merchants, 
or factors, or any other trades, keep low in the power of God, and do 
not go beyond your capacity, nor reach after things more than ye can 
justly perform, and answer all men ; but all in your places be just and 
true, that ye' may answer all men within and without, and truth and 
justice in your returns, that ye may keep your words, so say, and so do; 
which is the royal law of liberty in all your tradings, else ye are a dis- 
honour to Christianity. Therefore see your business, that what ye do, 
and what ye say, ye may perform, that ye may not break your words 
and promises ; for if ye do ye go to loss.' Neither are ye masters of what 
ye take in hand ; for a master should Jbe atop of things, and be in that 
which can command things. / 

And none be negligent in their bjyisiness, but give an account by 
words or writings, how things are witii them, when others write to 
them; so that none may wrong one-ltno^r in these outward things, 
nor oppress one another, but be serviceable one to another, keeping 
their words, (their goipg into things beyoiid their ability, makes them 
break their words,) keeping vrithin their compass with that which they 
may answer others, lest any should be lifted up. For it is a bad thing 
to be lifted up, and to make a noise and a show for a time with other 
people's goods, and cannot keep their word, their promise, thdr day; 
such may be lifted up for a time, and break, and figill, and go out as a 
stink, and bring a great dishonour to Christ and true christians. And 
therefore, keeping your word, your day, andkeepingyour just measure, 
your just weight, that keeps down the oppression. And by keeping to 
that just measure and weight, and to your word and day, by the power 
of God and his spirit in your own hearts, there the blessing is doubled. 
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there ye come to be rich, and ye are a good savour to God, and in the 
hearts of all people*. 

So every one strive to be rich in the life, and in the kingdom and 
things of the world that hath no end ; for he that covets to be rich in 
the things of this world, falls into many snares, and hurtful lusts. And 
therefore, let him that buys, or sells, or possesses, or uses this world, be 
as if he did not. Let them be masters over the world in the power 
and spirit of God, and let them know, that they owe no man any 
thing but love ; yet serve God in truth, and one another in their gene- 
ration. 

For Friends, if ye be not faithful in the outward treasure, and out- 
ward mammon, who will trust you with the true treasure ? Or who can 
believe that ye have the true treasure, but that ye speak by hearsay 
of it? So, I say to your all, see that ye are faithful in this outward 
mammon, this outward treasure of the things of this life, of this world, 
faithful to your word, faithful to your days, faithful to your promises, 
in all your tradings, traffickings, bargainings true and just, and righte- 
ous and honest in these outwfard treasures or mammon, concerning 
the things of thi^ world, of this life, of these outward riches; just and 
faithful, true and honest men and women in these outward things. 
I say, as Christ saith, * Who will trust you with the true and heavenly 
treasure,' if not aS before ? Therefore I say, to be faithful in these out- 
wards, that shows an honest man, and honest woman ; faithful in all 
your dealings and practices between man and man, and woman and 
woman, that showeth an honest heart, and a faithful man and woman 
in outward things, that answers the faithful principle in all people. 
So all men and women to be faithful in these outward things one to 
{another, that shows the good heart to receive the true treasure, that 
ye may be faithful in it to God, who have been faithful in their out- 
ward treasure or mammon one to another. So let every one^s conver- 
sation be without covetousness ; let not that be once named among 
saints. And do to all men as ye would have them do to you, that is the 
law and the prophets ; if not, ye are judged by them both. For the 
kingdom stands in righteousness, (mark, stands in it,) and in peace and 
joy in the holy ghost, (mark, in it.) 

For holiness becomes the house of God. Whosoever acts unholily, it 
is that doth dishonour his house, and doth not become it. Whosoever 
acts unfaithfully in this outward treasure or mammon, or in the true 
treasure to God, is not justified in the sight of God nor man ; for they 
are justified by faith, through faithfulness both to God and man. For 
whosoever doth righteousness, is of God ; and he that doth not righte- 
ousness, is not of God. For God loveth the righteous, and delighteth 
in them; but not in them that do unrighteousness. For in the rightp 
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ousness they have peace; but out of. righteousness people have trouble. 
So all Go<Fs people, his children, his saints mu^t be holy, as be is holy; 
and therefore do that which is holy and just in all your liv^s and.con- 
yersationSf And Mrhatsoever ye dc^l^t it be done to the praise and 
glory of God, (mark that,) have Q^'^ praise and glory in your eye io 
all your speakings and doings, then ye will be preserved tahis glory» 
and then ye will honour him; and them that honour him, he \yill ho* 
nour and beautify, and c)otbe with the fine linen, the rigfatepusuess of 
Christ, that men may not see your nakedness. For God will have a 
holy people, to serve him in holiness ; a true people, to serve him in 
truth, and in his spirit, and in his new and living way, above all the 
dead ways that are come by sin and unrighteousness, and transgr^ioa 
of his spirit) and power, and command. So all ye that know his power 
' and spirit, livein itt that ye may glorify God in all your lives, and coa- 
versations anc| words, that ye may answer that of God in all ; that ye 
may glorify God in your bodies, souls, and spirits, which are his, who 
hath made them, and gives them to you for that end. To whom be 
glory and honour for ever, who created all for his glory and for hia 
honour. So the Lord God Al^nighty keep and preserve you faithful in 
all things to bii; gjpry; acd boQour for ever I 

^He thatrwall^i^th'iiP. hift integrity , is just; ?ind blessed shall be his 
children aftfer Ivm,!; Proy, X3?.,7» . 

^ Unjust we^ght^ ^4 unjust; n^eafiures, both these are an abominatioo 
to the Lord-' V^rs^ Ip.; . . . G, F. 
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Dear Friends,-Tln the stillness and silence of the power of the Al* 
mighty dwell, whiph uey^r Vf^ries, alters^ nor changes^ but preserveth 
over and out of,, ^d ^b<)f e all the chai^geiahle^ worships, religions, mi- 
nisters, churche^y |;^a^i9gs,: principalities, and powers, with the power 
of God, which keq^eth^ ovcir' i^U this, to th^ kipgdiom of Christ, .that is 
everlasting, in whioh tber§ ij^.kio changjing« whp is Kit% of kings, and 
Lord of lords. All p0!^et ia heaven and^arihis given untO' bim, of 
whose light, life, power, and wisdom, gri^ce, and riches havpy^ receiv- 
ed, which comes from hint, that doth not chaQge. So in that live, that 
doth not change, the unchangeable : life, the iQichadgeai^lB mind, the 
unchangeable spirit aad, wi^dou),; atud :tbe unchangeable' worship and 
church, of which Christ 13 tjht;$^ unchangeable head,, who remains the 
same yesterday, to-day, and for. ever ; in that ye wilt feel the blessing 
and presence of the Lord God of life amongst you, ^ ye all abide in the 
unchangeable kingdom, domiuKHi, power, and life, who are heirs of it 
according to your measures, who have received the light, and received 
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the Ufe and grace, ^oid the power of a kingdom and a world that hath 
DO end. So wait all in it» that ye may be possessors and inheritors of 
the kingdom, and of the life and power which hath- no end, and of the 
promises, that are yea and amen; and let nothing, that is of the World, 
alter you, b^t keep ye in that which keepeth yoa in the ererlastii^ 
kingdom of God. , G. F, 

The Sd of the Sd month, 1661. 

CXUIL — Jin answer to a letter sent to 6. F. concerning the voluntary/ 

contribution to the king. 

Friend, — ^To the thing thou queriest of me, concerning this matter, 
my answer is : Seeing that the king and his friends desire it not as a 
tax or an assessment, but a free gift of the people, whicli cannot be 
said is an oppression ; therefore it is left to all. Friends to do as they are 
free; And what the world doth. Friends are not to look at, who will 
set up a thing, and dislike it; but Triends are to mind the universal 
power of the Lord God, that they may do that freely in their own power 
which they do, better than by compulsion, tax, or assess ; for if all things 
were done so, it were the best, in the free state, bounty, and love, which 
would more break the hearts of people, than by force of assessment and 
tax. So things are left to the wisdom and universal spirit of the Lord 
God, which goes over the heads of all in the fall ; that with the living 
power and wisdom of God ye may overcome them, and so do as ye are 
free. G. F. 

CCIII. 

What, Friends! Do ye reign as kings? Can they pluck never a one 
(of you) out of the Father's hand ? Are ye put forth? Do ye witness 
that scripture fulfilled; put forth to follow the King of kings, (the shep- 
herd,) who gives life abundantly ? In that let your joy be still, and 
your comfort remain ; In which ye will feel the endless kingdom and 
dominion. In that the Lord be with you, who is your strength, com- 
fort, and fulness for evermore, world without end ! And, friends, mind 
the light, and dwell in it, and it will keep you atop of all the world ; 
and mind the seed of God, and know it, and in it be content. 

Dwell in the power of truth, and be not negligent in that, but dili- 
gent, serving the Lord> every one in your measures ; that to the Lord 
(5^ every one of you may be a blessing, and a sweet savour unto him 
in your creation and generation, feeling and knowing the Lord's power 
every one in yourselves, yea, the power of an endless life, and of a king- 
dom that bath no end, and of a dcumnion that is over all dominions. 
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And in the power of the Lord God everkstingy ye may feel the seed of 
God in every particular of you raided up, which doth inherit the. same ; 
that ye may sit down in your own possession of everlasting life, • And 
in that meet together, waiting upon the Lord, and in it keep your meet- 
ings, where ye may feel the chief shepherd leading you into pastures 
of life. And so the blessing of the Lord be with you ! G. F. 

CCIV. — To all Friends, prisoners. 

Dear friends and brethren, — ^The seed of God feel all in yourselves, 
which is the heir of the power of God, that ye may sit down in the pos- 
session of the same ; inheriting the power, and the promise, and the gos- 
pel. In which power of God is the fellowship, being heirs of the same, 
and members of that fellowship which never hath an end, which brings 
life and immortality to light ; which power of God was before that 
was which darkeneth life and immortality from people. So walk in 
the truth, then ye walk with the God of all truth ; and walk in the 
righteousness, and then ye walk with the righteous God in all peace. 
Walk in holiness, and then ye walk in that in which ye see God; which 
they that do not, see him not. Therefore walk in the power of God, 
which goes over the power of darkness, which was before it was ; which 
power of God is the gospel, in which is the mystery of the fellowship, a 
mystery (I say) to all the fellowships that are out of the power of God. 
Therefore the seed of God know, which is the tpp-stone, that it may 
be over all laid in you, which bruiseth the serpent's head, which is the 
fulfilling of the prophets and prophecies ; which seed brings to the be- 
ginning, where are the pastures of life. So in that meet, in the seed, 
in that wait, in the power of God, in which ye have life, in that keep 
your meetings ; which brings to feel that, which was before the power 
of darkness was. And wait to inherit the wisdom of God, that with that 
ye may all be ordered to God's glory in his life, in which ye may feel 
unity with himself, and one with another, and his presence and bless- 
ings among you, in the power and seed of God, which was before en- 
mity was; in which is the unity, and the holy will and dominion. 
Which power of God brings from all the barren mountains, where is 
death, to the beginning, where is life. My love is to all Friends in the 
everlasting seed of God, that hath the promise of life, and doth in- 
herit the same in which is the fellowship with God, and one with an- 
other. G. F. 

London, the 22nd of the Sd months 1661. 

ccv. 

All Friends, live in God's dominion, and power, and life, which was 
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befim storms and tempests were, iiiv whkh ye may feel life and domi- 
jaSxm^ power, and victory, tbe Lord's power being lived in, which was 
before tempests were, in which ye will have the victory. There is a sum** 
mer religion, which appears when the sun shinethupon tbem;> and in 
the summer time all the venomous creatures creep out of their hotesy 
coitiers, and dens, and the flies^ wasps, and snakes; but when the win- 
ter is come, and the storms and tempests come, then the summer reli* 
gion is gone, then, the venomous, viperous creatures' religion and works 
are gone. But the religion, that is in the power of God standeth, which 
was before the devil was, and all bis works and children. And so that 
is the standing religion, that is in the power of God, which was beforci 
tike power of darkness was. And, friends, ye that know the light of 
Jesus Christ, and have tasted of his power, by which ye come to be 
gathered into the name of Jesus, do no|: forsake the assembling of your- 
selves tc^ether ; but provoke one another, and exhort one another to love, 
and to good works, and let not powers, nor principalities, nor prisons, 
fllrones, nor dominions, spoiling your goods, mockings, scoffii^, nor re« 
preachings, and pluckers off your hair, and smiters, separate you from the 
love of God, that ye have in Qirist Jesus, who conquered death and the 
devil, the power of it, the adversary, the wicked one, t^e enmity. Christ is 
the life, the I]gbt,the love of Grod to mankind; now ye coming to be gather- 
ed into him, who destroys the devil and his works, the life that destroys 
death, and the light which destroys darkness, and the truth that destroys 
^ror and all falsehood, and the power of God that destroys the power 
of the devil, and being gathered into Christ and into his name, keep 
your meetings in the power of God and in his l^ht and life, whose ga- 
thering is above all other gatherings in the earth; and Christ's name is 
above all other names on the earth. And feel the seed of God set over 
all that which makes to suffer; which was before it was, and will re- 
main when it is gone. G. F. 

JFVom a toi^ ^your «Ofi&, ofuf your 6verftu<tfig^(:K><^. 

CCVI. 

In the power of God that is everlasting, and doth remain in this your 
day of trial, in it stand, of which ye are partakers, and are come to be 
heirs of the same ; and in it is your peace and kingdom. And though 
ye have not a foot of ground to stand upon, yet ye have the power of 
Ood to skip and to leap in; standipg in that, which is your life, that iB 
everlasting. Who by the power of God are gathered up to the bi^n- 
nin^, to the endless life, who have your meetings in it, that neither 
death nor the power of it can separate you from, nor out of the power 
of God, for it was befcnre death or the power of it was ; in that arc 
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yovr Hving meetingb, and joinings, and building up the spiritual house- 
bold (rf* living stones, gathered by and through the power of God. In 
which power of God is the household of faith, which faith gives them 
the victory ; in which power of God ye being, are gathered over Jews, 
Gentiles, and the apostate christians' meetings and gatherings, who are 
in enmity and confusion, and out of the power of God ; that put the 
wheat for the tares, and so persecute the elect, which election was 
before the world began, of which ye are made partakers. Stand fast 
therefore in your confidence, in that which is without end, in that in 
which the endless life is seen, in the power of God, and light; which 
rules over powers, thrones, principalitieis, and dominions. The power 
of God goes over them, and ye living in it, nothing can separate you 
from the love- of God, which ye have in Christ the seed, which was 
before the world began, glorified with the Father, who hath all kings 
and kingdoms in his hand, which is his power ; in that let your faith 
stand. . With which immortal power ye nray all be clothed, which 
covers you and preserves you over the mortal. And prisons, fetters, 
dungeons, and sufferings, the royal seed, and heirs of the promise, what 
are they to you, who are married to the Lamb who was slain from 
the foundation of the world ; against whom they warred and banded 
themselves, and took counsel together against the Lord, and his anoint- 
ed, who breaks their bonds asunder ; whom neither death, grave, nor 
aU the powers of the world were able to hold nor contain, but over all 
be rose, (the seed,) and reigns, till he hath made all his enemies his 
footstool. Honour and praise be to the Lord, the living God, that lives 
for ever! So all ye who are gathered in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, whose name is called, the power of God, the word, which 
was in the beginning, over the powers of darkness, before it was, and 
compelling worships, ministry, maintenance, and churches were; this 
gathering, this meeting in the name, the power, the unrighteous world 
cannot separate you from ; for it is over it, and was before it was. 
In that power have ye the kingdom and dominion, in the power, reign- 
ing over all that which hath been out of the power. And ye that par- 
take of the power, have power with God, in that we need not bid you 
keep your meetings ; for ye art met and gathered into the fold of Christ 
Jesus, and are put forth by him, and are brought from under that, that 
leads firom God, by the power of God. In this gathering by the power 
into the name of CSirist, (which is the power,) with the power he is 
felt in the midst, who is King of kings^ and Lord of lords, and prince of 
life and peace, and prophet to open by his power and light in you all, 
and a priest for ever, that lives to offer up the spiritual sacrifice and 
praise to God; and he being felt among you, and in you all, ye will 
have every one of you, in your own particular, j<qr» peace, comfort, 
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GOD8olati(m, assurance, confidence, and satisfaction, when all gather* 
ii^, meetings, heaven, and4arth, types, and figures, and shadows,, and 
pFophets, and the pn^hecies are ended* And swearing before the law 
and in the law, and all invented oaths since the law, and amongst the 
heathen, when these, are gone, past away and fulfilled, the election^ 
mid the seed, aqd the gathering in the name of Jesus Christ, the Lord 
of life remain and stand, and hb throne and dominion; in which 
there is no curse, but a blessing. So, happy are ye who are partakers 
of this, heirs of this blessing, and heirs of the promise, and of the life, 
asd of the world that hath no end; who have your confidence and 
assurance in him I So all ye that have felt the light, and have been 
tamed to it, in that light ye feel the covenant with God, who is light;. 
mHbach brings to be acquainted with the life of God, and gives the 
knowledge of Christ your saviour and redeemer; which is the salvation 
to the ends of the earth. By which light and covenant ye are turned 
from darkness, and the power of satan, that separated you from God, 
who was the enemy, through whom ye had not peace with God. fiut 
now being turned from him, into the light and power, in this covenant 
of light and power ye have peace with God, (that destroys the enmity,) 
and are come to receive it ; and so heirs of the kingdom, that is ever- 
lasting. Be at peace one with another, and in love and tenderness, 
and in the wisdom of God order and preserve, and nourish and cherish 
all things to his glory ; in which ye will feel his blessing, and treasure, 
aad riches, and fulness in you, with you, and amongst you. So, put on 
the armour of light, that with it ye may be able to defend, and see,' and 
walk, and stand against all the arrows and darts that are in the 
unrighteous world, and before they were, as children of the light, and 
efedldren of the day, where the darkness is past Put on your breast* 
plate of righteousness, to save and preserve your hearts and minds, and 
to keep you from all that which would defile and surfeit it, or cause 
you to be weary, or think the war or time long. For the power, is 
everlasting, and the righteousness is everlasting, that destroys the works 
of the devil, and him both, whereby the seed of God comes to be set 
on the head of it all ; glory and praise be to him for ever ! Put on 
therefore the shield of faith, by which faith (your shield) ye have the 
victory. For faith is a mystery held in a pure conscience, by which 
ye have access to God; in which faith ye please God, in which faith 
ye have unity, which gives you the victory over that which separates 
from God— the enmity. In that faith be joyful, wMch is the faith of 
God's elect, that brings them over the world, and to that which was 
before the foundation of it. And this is the faith the just lives by, 
by which he is saved and justified, by which he lives and conquers, and 
hath the victory ov^ the unjust; glory to the Highest ! 
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Put on the tefanet of flalvation, and take the sword of the ifttrit, (tibe 
ytmtd of God,) your helmet beitig on, nothing oan destroy mur hurt your 
salvation, Christ Jesus being your helmet and your head, who destroys 
the devil and his woiics, the sword of the spirit that mortifies, that era*, 
cifies, baptises, cuts off, plunges under all corruptions that have gotten 
up since the transgression*; then in the spirit ye will worship Crod» and 
have fellowship and spiritual weapons, and come to be Sj^tual men, 
and not as the carnal world that rule and wrestle with carnal wea* 
pons, and with flesh and blood. The stone cut out of the mountais 
without hands, will dash and break into pieces all the cutters vfith 
bands, and carnal- weaponed men about religion, church, and wordiqp ; 
and his kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and his dominion hath no 
end. This stone is that which laid Nebuchadaezzar^s head low, and 
brought him to eat grass like a beast ; who knew not the kingdom of 
the Most High ruling in men. So ye that know this stone cut out of 
the mountain without hands, ye all know the kingdom of the most high 
66d ruling in you, and his dominion which. is everlasting, and come to 
be his temple. For there was but one temple in the whole woM 
commanded of Grod, as a figure of Christ, who would dwell in man, ui 
male and female, who should be the temples of God, in whom should 
be his name and power. Blessings, honour, and glory, and praises be 
given to the Lord God for evermore, by all them who witness ilus. 

So all dear lambs, and babes, and brethren, happy and blessed are 
ye who know the seed, which is heir of the blessings, and the power, 
and life, and the kingdom, and the world that is everlasting and with- 
out end. Be shod all with the gospel, which is the power of God, which 
hath brought life and immortality to light, and hath and doth abolish 
death; I say, be shod in the power, and then your feet will not slip nor 
sKde, and ye will not fall, and ye will stand steadfast, being shod with 
the everlastii^ gospel, in the preparation of it. And standing in the 
power ye stand over the workers of iniquity, and all unrighteousness 
in the world, and slippery ways, standing in the power which was be- 
fore death, darkness, and the power of darkness and death was, which 
hath disurkened life and immortality from people, so that they could not 
walk and get forward on their way to the Lord. But in the power of 
God, (the gospel,) being in it, and with it shod, your feet standing in the 
power, ye over death, darkness, and the power of it may stand, walk, 
go, and leap, (which was before it was,) there is faithfubiess and stead- 
fastness, and there ye may walk without doubt. And keep the word 
of pati^ice, and take unto you the word of God ; and who are bom of 
i^ (of the immortal seed,) nourished by the milk of the same up to 
eternal life, know thmgs as they were in the beginning, they feed upon 
tJiat which lives, and not upon that which is in the world and in the 
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truth, and oat of it; who know the shepherd and his erode wUdi 
pjbcks you out, he shows you the panares of life» in which ye nuat 
leed. Every one that^ knows the power and light, and by it is guided 
and. tufued to hini) feels and knows this. And so» ye that have the 
word of patkncoy ye have the hammer, ye have tibat which was in -the 
beginning ; ye have that which lives, and abidei^ and endures for ever* 
Ye know what the hammer is to; and ye know the word is a fire, and 
what the fire is to^ So ye that have the word, have the fire, which 
burns up all that which doth not abide, and doth not endure, and doth 
not live for ever, as the word doth ; which is the word of wisdom. So 
ye that have the word have the wisdom, which was in the beginningi 
before that which is below was. So ye that have the word have the 
sword, yea, sharper than a sword with two edges ; which will cut down 
idl that which hath gotten up since the beginning, which hath traUA- 
gressed the just spirit, and burn up that which hath gotten up since 
tjbe b^inning, in the transgression. And this is the word that makes 
clean, and reconciles to God; and is the word of reconciliation. And 
tins is the word of patience to keep you; and ye will be k^t in 
the hour of temptation, that comes upon them that dwell upon the 
eartii. For the word of God was before the tempter was, and goes 
over him anddestrc^s faim ; in that live, in his life that is eternal, which 
doth abide. So in tiiat the Lord Jesus Qirist preserve you 1 For in 
that patience is exercised, in that word, which comprehends all that 
which hath gotten up since the beginning; for with that ye may be 
tried. But the word is over all, in that live, which hammers, burns, 
cuts down, and reconciles, against whom the tempter and temptation 
cannot come nigh to prevail; it breaks his head. Neither meddle 
nor moi youcselves with the powers of the world, ninr things below ; 
but live in the power of God, which is peaceaJble. 

And forasmuch as we are scandalized as plotters, we in the power of 
God do comprehend the power of darkness; which power was before 
the powers of darkness were, which destroys darkness and the power 
of it. And we cannot plot ; it is impossible we should, standing in that 
which destroys darkness, and the devil, the power of it, who is the au* 
tbor of plots, and the enmity in people's minds, bondaging and bringing 
the creature into thraldom; which we in the power of God would have 
all perscHis firom under, and would have no man's person in the whole 
world hurt; but in the power of God would have all men saved, and 
seek all men's peace. And so that which manifests all plots, and 
the author of them, the devil, and that which judges him, and destroys 
him and them, are we in, and are made partakers d* him who pedeems 
and saves, and heals, and sets firee, who is the power of God. So aU 
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you who are partakers of the power of God, that have beeti turned 
to the lights and received the power of God, Christ Jesus, that hath 
given you power to become the sons of God ; in which light and power 
of God, by which ye were turned to him, ye come up into the liberty, 
the liberty of the sonship, into the power of God, that doth redeem and 
save, and destroy that which leads from God, which doth defile, and 
destroys it, and gives dominion. That is the power of God in which 
the saints have liberty, where the sons of God sing together, and praise, 
glorify, and honour their Father ; to whom be glory, praise, and honour 
for evermc^re ! Who in him triumpheth in glory, and can say, Emmanuel 
is born, and a son is given. So all in the life and power of God^s seed 
and wisdom, which is everlasting, dwell, and know the seed of God in 
eveiy one of you, in your own particulars, male and female, which 
fieed is the heir of the promise, the heir of the wisdom, and heir of the 
world that hath no end, of an endless life, and the heir of the kii^dom 
that is everlasting, and the heir of the blessing, where there is no ctirse. 
And every one an heir of the power, of the blessings of the kingdom, 
come to inherit, come to possess your own inheritance, and then sit 
down in your own possession ; in which ye may know every one your 
election, (in the seed,) which was before the world began, and so be 
possessors and inheritors of life and substance. The substance is the 
seed, the top-stone, on top of the law, on top of the prophets, on top of 
the types, figures, shadows, parables, and ends them all, and on top of 
ail heathens' inventions, though it hath been a mystery hid from ages. 
See now, the seed, the seed of the Lamb and his marriage is known, 
and the Lamb reigns, where there is no curse, but the blessing. The 
curse is out of his dominion, who destroys the author of the curse, 
wrath, plagues, and viro, that hath the blessing, the seed, Ctmst Jesus. 

And all Friends, improve your talents, that to you all it may be said, 
* Well done, good and faithful servants ;' for they who do not^ their ta- 
lents are taken away from them, who have been slothful, complainers, 
and idle. Let your lamps be burning, have oil in your own lamps, and 
salt in yourselves; then ye are the wise virgins that enter in with the 
bridegroom. The word of God cannot be bound, which makes rich, 
which lives for ever ; in which is the life. So, do not quench the spi- 
rit, nor add to the prophecy, nor diminish; that keeps you from the 
plagues, and to see your names written in the Lamb's book of life: there 
stands your joy everlasting, through which ye see the white stone, 
through which Hght, power, and seed, ye overcome that which is 
gone forth from God. So, ye dwelling in the son of God, ye shall go no 
more forth, but shall inherit all things. So, farewell ! 

K^ep in the power of the Lord God, that goes over all the world, 
that none of your flight may be in the winter. And beware, lest any 
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of your fligbt be on the sabbath day, (the signification of which is 
rest;) but all in the power of the living God abide, in which ye may 
feel life, peace^ and rest^ and an abiding place ; a secret chamber to 
torn into, till the indignation and wrath of the Lord be passed, which 
is to come over all transgressors. And if the judgment begin at the 
house of God first, and the righteous pass the straight way to salva^ 
tion, where will the hypocrites and the sinners appear? Over whom 
the overflowing scourge must come and pass. Therefore in the life, 
power, and love of God, all dwell. And the apostle saith« ' Forsake not 
the assembling of yourselves, (as the manner of some is,') but edify one 
anodier in the light and the life^ as' the day doth appear : and to say, 
that people must not meet together to worship God, they may as well 
say, ye must hot be christians. For persecutors were .always blind, 
and they stopped their ears to the spirit of God in themselves formerly ; 
so were in the blind zeal, and turned against them who were in the 
true zeal, in the spirit of God. . G. F. 

Let IhU be carefully copied over, and sent amongst Friends. 

CCVII. 

My dear friends^-— Look above all sufierings that are outward, at the 
seed (tf God, which was before that was which makes to sufier ; and 
the seed of God, Christ Jesus, will stand, when that which makes to 
suffer, is gone : and so, in the seed of God live, and lie down in the same, 
which is Christ, the life, the way to God the Father of life. The tithes 
of the Jews, and the tithes of the apostate christians must all be borne 
testimony against, by them that be redeemed from the earth, and reign 
above it, in his life, and power, and wisdom. And so, be of good faith, 
and never heed, but make war in righteousness with the beast, dragon, 
whore, and her followers ; for by the Lord many walls and troops have 
ye gone through and leaped over, and the Lord hath given you domi- 
nion oyer that which warred against you ; and by the power of the 
Lord ye have overcome, and in the power of the Lord ye will over- 
come all, and in it will stand, when all the contrary is gone. And know 
your portion, and sit down in the possession of it : so, every one of you 
to be in your possessions and inheritances, and with the shield of faith 
and helmet of salvation, and the breast-plate of righteousness, and the 
sword of the spirit, the word of God, which was before deceit was, 
which will hammer, and break, and cut down all that which is contrary. 
And being shod with the preparation of the gospel, which is the power 
of God, which was before the fall was, in that stand, in the power of 
Grod^ vdiich was before the devil was, and will remain when he is gone. 

G.F. 
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All ye prisoners of the Lord for his truth sake, and for keeping the 
testimony of Jesus Christ, against all the inventfons, traditions, rudi* 
ments, wilt-worships, feigned humilities and self-righteousnesses, that 
are in the fall, (and are out of God's power and righteousness,) who 
have no weapons but carnal, like themselves ; your patience mu^l over-* 
come all the rough spirits in the world, and your love must hear all 
things. For patience obtains the crown which is immortal, which runs 
the race : so, it is the Lamb must have the victory over all the unclean, 
airy spirits, and over him that is out of the truth. So, be meek and 
low, then ye follow the example of Christ, and come to bear the image 
of the just, who suflfered by the unjust; and put on his righteou&nett> 
who suffered by the unrighteous, whose back was struck, hair was 
plucked off, and face was spit upon, and yet cried, * Father, foi^ve 
them:' here he kept his dominion, though a sufferer, who had the vic- 
tory, which the followers of the Lamb do (in measure) attain to. So, 
put on courage, put on patience : let your loyalty be known for your 
' King, that hath conquered the devil, death, and hell ; in walking in 
righteousness, peace, and truth, feeling the power of God preaching 
and reaching the witness of Gt)d in every one, when words arfe not ut- 
tered. And let your faith be in the power, that goes through all things, 
and over all things, and every one hearken to it So, the power o( the 
ttiighty God then ye will know, and his arm, how it works, and the 
hand, how it carries you, which will bring you out of tribulation and 
tiiraldom, and spiritual Egypt, into peace. And this is the power of 
Grod, in which live and dwell, in which ye will feel him, which waa 
before enmity was. And be at peace one with another, then ye wHI 
live in the Prince of princes' peace, and in his kingdom, dominion, and 
life, in which is unity, which was before enmity was, and which destroys 
it. And so, in the power of the Lord God ye are made strong, which 
goes over the power of darkness, and was before all that was which 
is out of the power of God. And all people that are gone from the wit- 
ness of God in their own particulars, they are all weak, and feeble, and 
staggering: all men's and women's strength is in the power of God, 
which goes over the power of darkness. So, feel all this in you, to 
carry you through all, and over all, and in it preach and wwk for God, 
and let your ear be lent to it, and hearken to it in one another, and by 
it feel the seed raised up in one another, which is heir of the power ; 
that ye may know each your portion. For all people that are gone 
from the witness of God in their own particulars, that are erred fionn 
it, and hate the light, they are full of darkness, sin, and iniquity, and 
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arc far from iiis(nration and revelation, while their minds are erl^d 
from the spirit of God in themselves, that is hid from themi So, when 
their minds are turned with the light and spirit of God towards God, 
then with it they shall know something of revelation and inspiration; as 
they are turned by that of God from the eviU and emptied of that, then 
there will be some room in them for something of God to be revealed 
and inspired into them. And there in that, they will have prophecy, 
seeing things to come, being turned from the evil that hath darkened 
them and separated them from God; in which they will see the cove- 
nant, through which they will come to have peace with God. 

And all Friends, your sufferings ye may gently send to them who 
make you to suffer, whether it be sheriffs, deputy-lieutenants, or jus- 
tice^, and let them see, Christ's mind nor the apostles, was not to im- 
prison any, nor did they imprison any; whereby ye may clear your 
innocency to the consciences and the witnesses of God in all men. 

G. F. 

GCIX. — To Friends J in and about Norfolk and //^n, ^c. 

My dear friends, — In the power of God and his immortal seed dwell, 
in which ye all will have life eternal, and inherit the substance and 
dominion, and a kingdom of life, which never fadeth, nor shall have an 
end* And so dwell all in the power of the Lord God, in which ye may 
all feel and know your strength renewed in that which is immortal ; 
and be of one mind in the power of God, and live in love and peace, 
knowing the kingdom of the same, which stands in the power of God, 
which was before the power of satan. And your fellowship . being in 
the same power of God, your fellowship is in that which is everlasting, 
and that never hath an end. And the church-felk>wship is in God, and 
the worship is in the spirit, and in the truth ; which truth was before 
the untruth ^as, and stands when all the untruth in the world is gone. 
In this live and dwell, in which ye will all have unity and fellowship; 
in which ye will feel life eternal amongst you. In that meet and keep 
your meetings, and wait together upcMi the Lord, who are gathered 
together in the name of Jesus; whose name is above every name. So 
k his gathering above all other gatherings; which gathering stands 
when all other gatherings are ended. And not in any other name under 
heaven is salvation brought, but in the name of Jesus; in which name 
are your gatherings; in which name ye all know your salvati(xi, and 
shall all know it; as ye abide all in the power of God, th^t keeps unto 
the day of salvation. And «o be faithful unto the Lord God, minding 
the seed, and feeling it, and knowing it in yourselves ; which destroys 
the devil, the destroyer, and the oppressor, nfiurderer, and liar, the 
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fatii^r of all unrighteousneas and ungodliness, and all that ur bad, which 
the seed destroys, which seed is Christ. .Therefore know that reign, 
and the top-stone over all laid ; in which ye will all feel life, and have 
life eternal, coming to be heirs of the power of God, knowing every 
one that to be your portion, and heirs of the gospel, and inheriting it 
Then ye possess fellowship, the gospel fellowship, which is everlasting, 
which is the power of God. And so farewell 1 And the Lord God Al- 
mighty preserve you, and keep you. So my love in the everlasting seed 
of God is to you all. . G. F, 

From Mmdlqhamt thU llth day of the litmorUh, 

» 

OCX. 

Friends, — ^Trust not in man, nor in the arm of flesh, neither put confi- 
dence in them, but in the Lord. Judge yourselves, and keep down the 
boaster, and that which would be high; under judgment keep that 
down, by the power of God in yourselves, lest the Lord God bring upon 
you something without you to bring you down, who do not keep that 
4own in yourselves. And therefore keep all that down with the power 
of the Lord Grod in yourselves; and then ye will have dominion over it 
all, in the power of the Lord God* And live all in the power of God, 
wliich was before the fall, in which ye will have fellowship over all the 
fellowships in the fall, and above all outward things that have an end; 
which fellowship seeth over all that which is in the strife. For in the 
power of God your fellowship there hath no end, which was before the 
fall and strife was, in which is peace; which fellowship will remain 
when all that which is in the fall is gone, and in which is the perfect 
unity, which keeps over all such spirits which run into outward things ; 
from which arise quarrels, and strife, and imperfections. And therefore 
keep in the power of the Lord God, that is everlasting, in which is the 
fellowship that hath no end ; in that live and dwell. And feel the seed 
of God over all that which makes to suffer, and it will remain when all 
that is gone, in that ye will feel life over death, and light over dark- 
ness. And so in that the Lord God Almighty preserve you, and keep 
you in the dominion! This day I came into the isle of Ely, where I hear 
nothing, but things are peaceable, and Friend's minds kept over all the 
bustlings in the world, and take little notice thereof; but mind the 
power of God, which was before the fall was ; in which fall are bust^ 
lings. . And so to the Lord God be faithful. G. F. 

OCXL 

Friends, — ^AU ye that have k^nown the way of truth, and tasted of 
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the power of the same, and now ttirn back into the world's fashions and 
cuiBtoms, ye stop them that are coming out of the world, ye make them 
to stumble at the truth, ye make tfiem to question the way of the 
Lord, which is out of the way of the world, and its ways ; and ye grieve 
the righteous, and sadden the heart's of the upright and simple. Ye had 
better never have known the way of light, life, and power; ye are 
the cause of many keeping in darkness ; you are the cause of the boast- 
ing of the wicked, and make the wicked to take you for an example, 
and their object against truth, and them that live in it, to plead against 
its ways. Ye had better never have been born ; your daye will be sad, 
trouble and vengeance will be your garment and clothing in that state; 
and a hard thing it will be for any of you to repent, for you will find a 
more subtle thing in you than was before you knew the way of truth ; 
who have neglected hearing the voice of God, through which your 
hearts are hardened. Ye are the cause of many husbands and many 
wives to boast themselves against the truth, and servants and children 
thereof; for in some families, there are servants convinced, and chil-- 
dren convinced, and in others there are husband convinced aiid not 
v^fe, and wife and not husband, and servants and not masters, and 
children and not parents. So ye that turn from truth, ye are the ob- 
ject for them that are not convinced, to turn against them that are 
convinced. Wo and misery is for you ! ye had better never have been 
bom, nor known the way of truth ; whose latter end is worse than the 
beginning, when the way of peace is hid from your eyes, and a place of 
Repentance ye cannot find, though ye wash your altar with tears; 
befing in the stained life, where all the tattlers, tale-carriers, unclean 
persqns, envious, raurmurers and complainers are, and are out of the 
life, and power, and wisdom of God, which hath the royal dominion, and 
possession of the royal seed. Therefore turn, turn all that are not 
hardened and past feeling, and hear the voice, that the way of peace 
and repentance, and the way of life and salvation ye may know, and 
live in ; and upon all your disorderly carriages, walkings, words, and 
actions, ye may come to receive judgment, and through that ye may 
receive power to live a new life, in which God is served in the truth, 
and not the devil, who is out of the truth; for in the truth is the holy 
unity and the pure dominion, and the everlasting life promised and re- 
ceived, and the royal seed, ^hicb the elect have, wherein they have 
the bread of life. G. F. 

OCXII. — To a Friend under an exercise of spirit. 

Keep low in the power, and thy eye in the seed, that destroyeth the 
devil and his works, and bruiseth hi& head ; and live up in the seed. 
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which was before the devil was, that in that thou mayst* have life and 
peace in that which was before death was. And in the seed Christy 
thou wilt have dominion over all thy enemies, and see befitn^e they 
were. And that which letteth thee to see thy hardness, darkness, 
thoughts, and temjitations, and the tempter, and thy confusion, deadness, 
and thy wants, is the light, and power, and spirit of God in thee, which 
the bad spirit persuadeth thee to look out at. And then thou murmur- 
est and'complainest, and art discontent, and not quiet, and then the 
enemy and death covers thee, and through that the mind comes to be 
unestablished. ^ And therefol^e keep to the good spirit in thee, which 
doth manifest sin and the devil; and thy mind being staid by that, it 
will inform thee. And keep thy mind in the seed, in that is thy life ; 
and look at the good, and not at the bad, but over it. For it is not a 
sin to be tempted; and that which the accuser layeth to thee, a^d thy 
mind being against it, and not yielding to it, it will never be laid to thy 
charge : and that thou wilt see, as thou^ with the power of the Lord 
dost overcome. And Grod give thee dominion in the life, and power, 
and truth, in which is the blessing, and peace ; and the Lord God Al« 
mighty bless thee in that^ Doubt not, faint not, question not ; for Eve 
was deceived by the serpent, the questioner ; therefore keep over hira 
in the power of God, and in that is the reigning. And take not beUef 
from the serpent, nor take meat from him, but keep thy fast from that 
i^ich is in the fall ; for that bringeth from the Lord, to feed upon the ' 
accuser and the tempter's food, that feeds unbelief And therefore 
keep thy fast to the Lord, and feed upon that which conoues dawn from 
above, in which there is life ; and that strengtheneth that faith which 
hath the victory. And therefore keep good faith in him that was be«> 
fore the devil was, Christ, the first an.d last; and in him sit down, who 
is the amen. And when thou hast been troubled, and resisted the 
tempter, hath not the angel of the Lord after ministered to thee, to the 
strengthening of thee? 6. F. 

CCXIIL 

Dear friends, — ^In the life and power of God dwell, by which yc 
were raised, and by which ye are nourished and refreshed; it is the sore 
foundation which shall never be raced out, for it is laid of God, and no 
man can lay another. And ye that feel the life and power of God in 
yourselves, ye feel Christ the salvation, righteousness, and wisdom of 
God, and so ye by the power and wisdom of Grod are kept and preserved 
in sincerity and integrity to God ; and thereby come to be established 
upon the rock, which the gates of hell cannot prevail against, nor all 
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the fiery darts of the vvicked touch. And in the powar of God, ye 
being gathered and establidied, ye stand and live in that which scat- 
ters the clouds, and keeps your e^e clear to the Ijord GoH; by which 
power ye see him (in measure) with a good understanding, through all 
the evil powers and spirits which work in the ^larkness against him, 
and by. the power of God are preserved out of them, and set above 
them, where ye reign as kings in the immortal seed of Grod, by which 
the serpent's head is broken^ and his seed destroyed. ^ For the true 
freedom is in the son, who suffered and died, and is risen again in life, 
and hath brought life and immortality to light s^ain; in which life and 
light ye are the children of the Most High God, and heirs of the evier- 
lasting kingdom of Grod, where ye have a sure portion in the joy, 
and peace, and blessing of God, in which sit ye down and keep your 
habitation. And the God of life and peace, and endless love be with 
you all, and clothe you with the garoFient of everlasting praise; that 
in all things ye may give him the glory who lives for evermore. 

G. F. 

CCXIV. — Concerning keeping on the hat in time of prajfer. 

Friends, the power of the Lord God is over all them that keep on 
their hats in prayer, and they do not keep on their hats in prayer 
neither by the motion, nor the power of God, nor by the spirit of God» 
but ^by an earthly, dark spirit) against it, and them that are in the 
power of God. This was the first ground of it, both in Jo. Perrot and 
his company, when be run out, and J. N. when he run out ; and this 
first was done in opposition to them that were in the truth, and in the 
power of God ; but the power of God will crush to pieces that feigned^ 
dark, earthly spirit^ and to the earth and pit it must go, with aU its 
feigned and false pretences; and the power of the Lord God -and his 
truth reigns over it alL 

The first that got up into this posture of keeping on their hats in 
prayer against Friends, were the Ranters. The next was J. N. but he 
quickly, by the power of the Lord, saw it, and judged it ; and the next 
was Jo. Perrot, whose end was according to his work, and so will those 
that continue in it For the power of God is over them, and their 
dark, earthly spirit: and the power of God was, before they were, and 
will remain when they are gone, and it reigns over them all. And 
that is the word of the Lord God to you all. And for my part, I had 
as lieve see a priest stand up in a meeting, as one of these dark, 
earthly sjHritfi with their hats on their heads, when that Friends pray ; 
for they cannot deceive Friends. For I have been more burthened 
with their dark, subtle, and sophistical qiirit, than with the priests. 
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which had no more show o( reverence to God (in that) than to a 
horse, whose outward seeii»|!ig righteousness hath deceived many, but 
the power of God, (which destroyeth the deceiver,) undeceiveth and 
bringeth people to that which did first convince them. And they that 
kept on their hats, when Friends prayed^ after awhile some of them 
ran to the priests to be married^ and some to hear them in the steeple- 
houses ; then this dark, earthly spirit could bow, and put off its hat to 
its own ; the dark spirit, which kept on the hat in the assemblies of 
the righteous, in opposition against the spirit and power of €rod. And 
SO9 this spirit hath led people into a feignedness of love and liberty, 
/ which the power and spirit of God cannot own, but judge and stand 
over, and reign over, if they keep their habitations in the power, and 
life, and truth of God ; which reigneth. 

If they, that are and have been in this dark, earthly spirit, had but 
had a regard to the power of God and his truth, they would have been 
tender, and afraid of giving any occasion of offence, both to them that 
are within, and to them that are without, to draw out their minds to 
look at that which their earthly spirit has promoted ; and so to lay 
stumbling blocks, and set up an idol, and an image to look at, which 
draws people's eyes from the witness of God in themselves. But the 
power of God is gone over it, and will break it down. And so, this 
Belial's spirit, which would be without yoke, cries, (to such as in love 
exhort them, and judge it,) ye lord over us. And so this earthly, 
dark spirit, (which is gotten above the witness of God in themselves, 
which is not sensible of the moving spirit and power of God,) it sets up 
its own earthly form, which the power of God never set up, but judges. 
And this earthly spirit judges all, that are gathered together in the 
power^ and that are constrained by the power and love of God, in a 
familiar way, to take one another by the hand, through the dearness 
and nearness of the love of God, and the pure, clean, and holy life; and 
also are moved by the power of the Lord God to put off their hats in 
prayer. This dark, sophistical, earthly spirit, thus hath judged these 
practices of the people of God afore-mentioned, to be but a form, 
which are done in the power of God, it being out of the power itself, 
and the fellowship and unity of it. And because they, that are in it, 
are gone (from that which first convinced them) into outward -things, 
and into their form in the earthly spirit, it judges those that will not 
follow them, that have lost the power of Grod. And thus many of them 
are darkened with a cankered, rusty spirit, which will corrupt them, 
and hath destroyed many. And this is that that has brought the 
plague of hardness of heart, through which. there lias been strangeness, 
and not unity, nor familiarness, nor nighness in' the truth; for how 
should it, when they are gone from that which first convinced them ? 
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To that all must come, before ibej have fellowship and true unity in 
the power aiid truth of God; which, if that had been minded,/ would 
have led. to follow, * whatsoever things are comely^ whatsoever things 
are decent, whatsoever things are of good report,' and such things as 
make for peace. But this spirit has followed the cdntrary, and there- 
fore the power of the Lord God, and the life and truth, are against it, 
and over it are gone, and reign. 

And ye, with your earthly spirit Eind earthly form, have given occa- 
sion to the world to say, ' that the people of God called Quakers, are 
divided, some with their hats on, and some with them off, and sp they 
are opposite one to the other.' And these are the fmits of the earthly 
spirit^ which would bring darkness and earth over all; but the power 
of God is over this dark and earthly spirit, and the world, and them 
that ^re in it ; and.looketh upon them and the world as (»ie, against 
the truth and the power of God. And the people of God called 
Quakers are one (and not divided) in the power of God and his 
truth ; and in God's power and spirit they are in unity in the truth and 
power of an endless life. This I was moved of the Lord God to write. 

G. F. 

CXDXV. — To Friends that hbour in the ministry y that their lives 

may preach. 

Dear friends and brethren, amongst whom the vine is manifest, and 
who are (by faith) grafting into it, through and in which ye may bear 
fruit to glorify God ; be wise in all things, and harmless, that your lives, 
conversations, and innocency may preach, and reach to the hearts of all 
youropposers and persecutors. And be faithful and valiant for the 
truth upon the earth, and tender to one another in all convenient out^ 
ward things, for that is the least love. And dwell in that which redeems 
you from the earth, the power of God, in which ye may know the king- 
dom which is everlasting, and come to be heirs of that; that ye may 
sit dowjn in your own possession, knowing the seed of God, which was 
before the seed of the serpent was, knowing the birth born of the spirit, 
which was before the birth born of the flesh was. And so live in the 
truth, by which ye may see- over that which stains, corrupts, cankers, 
loads, and burdens the creation; by which power of God and truth ye 
may answer the spirit of God in all, which the wicked grieve, vex, and 
quench by their ungodly lusts, and filthy conversation, and unsavoury 
words. Fear not sufferings, which bring to wear the crown. Fear not 
him that can kill the body only, but cannot hurt the soul; for that that 
is immortal goes over him. Fear God, and fear not him that can spoil 
the goods ; for the earth is the Lord's and the fulness of it. But mind 
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God's power, and let your patience be perfect, and all your, words sea- 
soned with grace, that they may edify; by which ye may season Hxe 
earth, your hearts being established in the same, over all the unsavoury 
words and talkers, and live in the truth above them. And let your 
backs and cheeks be ready to the smiters ; that ye may overcome the 
evil with the good, and may heap coals of fire upon their heads^ For 
it is the good that overcomes the evil, and the lamb that hath the vic- 
tory; the rough goat must not. So let your moderation be known unto 
all men, honouring all men, that is, having them all in esteem; that ye 
may set them in the way of salvation and life. That the power of God 
may come over them, that your meekness and gentleness may prevail 
over the rough, and in boldness in the unalterable, holy way, you may 
be preserved ; which is the ii6w and living way, which is the light and 
life, which brings into covenant with Gtad, in which there is peace. In 
which the Lord God Almighty give you dominion, and preserve you by 
his power, into the endless, life, where ye all may know happiness and 
peace in the pasture of life, where all the sheep and lambs feed; in 
that the Lord God Almighty preserve you ! G. P. 

Let copies be sent to Virginia and Maryland, 

OCXVL — To Friends in New England^ and the islands beyond 

sea. 

To all my dear friends and brethren, among whom the precious truth 
and power of God hath been declared, aqd joyfully received, whose 
beKef, confidence, and innocency are spread abroad who are come to 
the vine, Christ Jesus, that is your shade ; whom bonds and death have 
not dismayed, for the worth of truth sake. And fetters, irons, whippings, 
stripes, and spoilings of goods, and the like cruelties and persecutiona 
have not daunted ye, whose courage, valiantness, and boldness for the 
truth, have much appeared among a crooked and perverse generation, 
that professed Christ, and among whom he hath not had so much place 
of entertainment as in theur mangel in the outward; whose hearts are 
dens of dragons, and places of darkness, and whose religion and profes- 
sion they have shamed, being unfruitful in the ways of God and CSirist, 
workers of darkn^, whose iniquity hath flourished and sins sprung as 
the grass; that their folly and shame might cover them, and that they 
might be confounded in their iniquity. 

80 ye in the power of the Lord God, in his might, and strength, and 
hand, that brings your salvation, stand ; in which power and arm ye 
see over that which brought destruction; in which power, (that is 
the gospel,) life and immortality come to light, and captivate that 
which hid life and indmortality; living in the power of God, seejov^ 
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it, and in that standing, all your feet are sure. In whicli power of 
God, (the gospel,) which goes over the power of darknes9, and was before 
it was, ye see before all transgression, and how all things were blessed; 
which power goes qver all that which bringeth the curs^, wrath, wo, 
misery, thraldom, bondage, and captivity, by which power of God that 
is taken, captive, in that live and dwell ; in which ye all have unity, 
peace, concord, love, and fellowship in the gospel, which goes over the 
enmity, and was before it was ; in that ye bind and unite, and are 
established^ and are gathered up to Christ, who was before transgres- 
sion was, which hath scattered from God. In the power of God see 
over all the meetings and the 'gatherings, that are in the transgression, 
unestablished, like water ; in this power is the praying to the living God, 
that lives for evermore. And then is the gospel, that is everlasting, 
preached. unto all nations of mankind, and all that are driven out from 
God* in the power of darkness ; to the intent that they may all come 
up again to God, and have life and immortality brought to light by his 
Almighty ppwer, that expels death and darkness. So, in this gospel, 
the power of God, let all your faith be and stand, then are ye all but 
one. And so all ye that have tasted of the power, sit down under your 
own vine, and abide in it, then will ye bring forth fruit through the 
power of God and Christ Jesps, who is the vine, which goes over the 
powers of darkness, which is the cause of unfruitfulness. Which power 
of God, Christ Jesus, destroys the devil and his works of darkness ; and 
dwelling all in the power of God, ye will have every one of you a habi- 
tation in it. For God's power is sprung up in your hearts, so in nowise 
abuse it through strife or jangling, for that eats out. But all in the 
power of God live and dwell, which makes you subject to God, and one 
to another in his fear, that keeps you from sin and evil, which i9 the 
author of ^if<^; and through the power of God ye will be all kept in unity, 
and peace, and love. And as many as receive the light, Christ Jesus, 
the power of God, which he hath lighted you with, (who hath all the 
power in heaven and earth given him,) he will give you power to be* 
come the sons of God. Therefore every one receive Christ the light, 
that hath enlightened you, and ye shall feel the power, in which light 
ye shall all have fellowship ; which li^ht will give every one of you the 
knowledge of the glory of God, in the face of Christ Jesus, your saviour. 
And in the power of the Lord God, which hath gathered you over the 
powers of darkness, and all the meetings therein, in that power of God 
live, which is everlasting, and keep your meetings ; in that ye may feel 
fulness of life, and wisdom from above, before that which is below was, 
by which ye may all be ordered to God's glory, and order all things 
under your hapds to his honour. Through which wisdom ye may be a 
blessing to the Lord God in your generation, and a sweet savour to him 
Vol. VIL 28 
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in the hearts of all people upon the earth, yea, the ver j heatheD, who 
are enlightened, to bring them to the light, which Christ Jesus hath 
enlightened thenn withal; that they may come to the knowledge of the 
same salvation or condenuiation. 

So spread the truth abroad, ye that are in it, and have it, which the 
devil is out of, who hath darkened people from God, and his covenant, 
and his way ; through which they are strangers to his life, and kingdom 
that hath no end, and dominion that is everlasting ; wandering in strange 
paths in the dark world, that lies in unrighteousness, which the devil 
hath made like a wilderness, full of briers and thorns, that the lambs 
in it can hardly walk or work. Yet work ye and labour in the power 
of the Lord God that lives for ever;. in it make vineyards and planta- 
tions, to the renewing of people's minds in the light and power of God, 
and the knowledge of Christ Jesus, turning them from the enmity^ and 
the darkness, (the power of satan,) to the light, and to God, that they 
may be renewed into his image and likeness; that the image of the de- 
vil, and. bis likeness, may be defaced, which is gotten up in the hearts 
of men and people since the beginning, in transgression. So bring them 
to the great sacrifice, the Lord Jesus Christ, the seed of the woman, who 
offered up himself for the sin of the world, the. top-stone, which is over 
all laid, who is restoring by his power, who hath all power in heaven ^nd 
earth, who is restoring all things into the place, as they were in the be- 
ginning, and reconciling in one, by his power, things in heaven and 
things in earthy destroying that which made th6 separation, and broke 
unity, which is the enmity in people's minds, which the light that doth 
enlighten every one that cometh into the world destroys : through which 
all people come to have peace with God, and fellowship, who do believe 
m it. 

So spread the truth abroad, and be valiant for it upon the earth, im- 
prove your talent, and be the wise virgins, with oil in your lamps ; that 
ye may enter in with the bridegroom. Have salt in yourselves, that ye 
may savour aU things, and keep your consciences clean and pure unto 
God and all men. Live in the cross of Christ, and rejoice in it, which 
is the power of God, and goes over all that which lives out from God, 
and which is in the transgression, and its fruits, to which it is death ; to 
this cross, the power of God, all mudt bend and bow. And in the power 
of God is the fellowship of the cross, which keeps over all the fellowships 
in the world, and crucifies to them. And so ye who are heirs of the 
power of a wor}d that hath no end, and a kingdom that is everlasting, 
sit down in your inheritances of the power, of the kingdom^ of the bless* 
ing, of the promise, that are heirs of the same; that ye may increase 
in the everlasting, in the blessings and heavenly riches. 

And though the oppressors of the eartl:^ will not let you have a foot 
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of ground, yet ye.have the power of God to stand in, and so ye that are 
heirs of that, and Christ Jesus, whose the earth is and all things therein, 
and are in the power ojf Grod, separated from the power of darkness, the 
devil, and are come into that which was hefoi-e he was, ye have no- 
thing to lose, for all yours is the Lord's. For they that are separated 
by sin and transgression, drove into the earth, there they stick fast, and 
have much to lose; whose hearts are surfeited with the earth, and to 
that glued ; and all their fellowship is out of the cross of Christ, the 
power of God, and are*within the power x>f darkness and its dominion, 
over whom it hath the supremacy ; which the power of God goes over, 
in which is the son's liberty, and the saints' fellowship, that lives for 
ever, through which they have eternal life. 

Let this be copied over, and sent abroad to the Isles, and unto New 
England and Virginia. G. F. 

CX)XVIL — Concerning judging, ^*c. 

All my dear friends and brethren, who of the mighty power of God 
have tasted, in which it hath brought you to the measure of the life of 
truth, and to feel after God in it ; unto which ye are turned, as a way 
that is living and has no end, which is Christ Jesus, who is the way of 
peace, and destroys the devil, the author of strife. All ye that are turn- 
ed unto this living wav by the power of the mighty God of heaven and 
earth, liv^ in peace one wdth another, and unity ; and do not judge one 
another, for that eats and wears out the good, and begets the enmity ; 
and hinders growth in truth. Keep that down, and live- in love and 
peace, that edifies. 

And all every where, unto you. this is the word of the Lord God : live 
in the power of the mighty God of heaven and earth, that goes over 
the unrighteous world, in which is the strife, and the devil, and his 
works; which power of God was before they were ; in that ye will feel 
unity, which was befdre strife. So dwell in that, in which ye may have 
a kingdom that hath no end, and the dominion that is above all domi- 
nions upon the earth. In which power of God ye may enrlai^e your 
borders, and spread truth abroad both to Jews, Christians, and heathens ; 
having the power of God, that goes over them all, and was before they 
were. With that power of God ye will answer the witness of God in 
ally and bring them to that ; that with that they may have a part in the 
kingdom of God; and a share with you of the same; in which ye will 
have peace, Hfe, joy, dominion, and prosperity. And so it will be your life 
to do good, and to beget into life, up to God ; and in that power, that doth 
so, ye will ixot labour in vain. But above all things take heed of judg- 
ing cme another, for in that ye may destroy one another, and leave one 
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another behiod, and drive one another back into the wprld; and eat out 
the good of one another ; and so hinder unity, hinder growth in the life 
and the power of God, in which ye should have peade and joy in one 
another, and love, which edifies, and overcomes, and gets the victory. 

So, go on in the truth, answering it in every one in the inward parts, 
and in the power of God, which comprehends deceit, which was before 
it was, in that is your life, and in that the kingdom is felt that never 
hath an end, and the dominion over all dominions; in that stands your 
peace and joy, in the holy ghost, which is the spirit of God, that plungeth 
down that which made the separation from God ; in that will be your 
fellowship, which wilt stand and remain when all the fellowships of the 
earth are gone. In which feltowship in the spirit ye will have fellow- 
ship with God, the Father of spirits, and all the scriptures given forth 
from the same spirit, and. with all the saints that gave them forth, and 
with their spirits; through which spirit of God ye will be brought, and 
come to the spirits of just men, which ^re made perfect, and to God, 
the judge of all. In which, (as I said before,) ye will have an ever- 
lasting fellowship, in which spirit ye will have ah understanding, in 
which spirit ye will tome to worship God, the Father of spirits, and in 
the truth, which the de^l and his works are out of, and all the will* 
worshippers* So, in that ye will know the royal dominion and royal 
fellowship ; in which spirit ye will have the spirit of wisdom, in which 
ye will know how to pray to God, who is a spirit, and to praise and 
glorify the everlasting God, who lives for ever and ever, amen ! And 
ill that ye will come to know and see to the banning, before the world 
began, and that which quencheth, and grieveth, and vexeth the spirit 
of God; and that prayeth, and that preacheth, and that praiseth, and 
yet grieveth, and vexeth, and quencheth the spirit of God ; such God, 
the Father of spirits accepts not, that judge, rend to pieces, and tear 
one another about inventions. 

Now ye being led by the spirit of God up to God, the Father of spi- 
rits, in which ye have the fellowship, out of all that you Will b^ kept; 
and in that spirit of God the Lord God Almighty preserve you and keep 
you, axkd in that meet and dwell, in which your meetings may be pre- 
8erv3d over all that which is in the world, that are out of the spirit of 
God ; who are in confusion, contending about the words. Therefore ye 
in the spirit of God, answer th^t of God in them all. So, in that dwell 
and live, and let no man take your crown. • 

Send copies of this to all Friends that are convinced in New England, 
Barbadoes, and all the islands thereways. G, F. 
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CCXVIII.-^ To Friends in Ireland. 

Dear friends and brethren,*-*Let patience possess your soub» and in the 
seed of God dwell ; that over all the top^stone may be laid and set And 
the kingdom <^ peace dwell in, which hath no end; in which ye will 
feel the Supreme Head: and in the power of the Lord keep your meet- 
ings, which was before the waves were, or winds either. So in that 
look over all, and keep in the faith, by which ye will have access to 
God over that which separates from God ; in that ye will have unity, 
and will not fear the amazements which are in the sea, because of the 
winds, and storms, and blusterings, who know the election which was 
before the world began. And live in peace and unity in that, and send 
over how things are among you. (I am in the north, at Swarthmbre.) 
And, dear friends and brethren, be not troubled, but dwell in the seed 
of God, which goedi over all this; and remains and stands when all 
this blustering is ended and gone. Therefore look at the Lord above 
all, and his arm : for God had a rod in secret, to fetch down these per- 
secutors, who have long reigned in their wickedness, until they were 
neither fit for God, nor man hardly. So again, God hath a rod in re- 
serve, to bringdown these spirits, which have been a rod. Therefore 
all dwell in the power and spirit of God, with which ye will compre- 
hend all that which is to change, with tha}, which doth not change, and 
hath no end; in that' live, and ye will have an everlasting unity: and to 
you this is the word of the Lord God. G. F. 

. CCXIX. 

I ♦ < 

All my dear friends, dwell in the life, and love, and power, and wis- 
dom of God, and in unity one with another ; and the peace and wisdom 
of God fill all your hearts, that nothing may rule in you but life, which 
stands in the Lord God. G. F. 

OGXX. 

Friends, — ^Truth is that which is pure, and is that which the serpent 
is out of; for there is no serpent in the truth, and it admite of no impu- 
rity : and so there is no serpent in the way of truth, to bite and hurt 
any; for the way being the truth, is the same as it was in the begin- 
ning, though many things have risen. against it : yet it remains the same 
pure truth, and holy way. So if ahy one hdve gone from it, they are 
for condenmation, and their works. 

And when any thing is once condemned and judged, let it not be 
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raised up again/ but keep it in the grave, and raiie not up" the dead 
out of the grave any more ; they living in the life and light which doth 
condemn and judge it. And all live^in the love of God, which gives 
dominion over all, and unites and edifies all that abide in it 

If, among Friends, any reports or surmises be about any, or any back- 
bitii^, or whisperings, all such things must be stopped and searched 
out ; for thus saith the Lord, ' Thou shalt not raise a false report among 
my people.' And that some of the faithful Friends of every nieeting, 
whose sincerity is for the glory of God, his honour, and his holy name, 
(into which they are all called,) may be chosen to search out such 
things^ and fdlow it till they find out the author or atithors of it, that 
it may not lie upon any, nor in any; but that alt may be cleared and 
taken out of every mind, and all the reports stopped ; and the things 
that' are for judgment, let them be judged and condemned. 

And furthermore, that Friends iake^ notice of all such Friends as go 
to sea, seamen, merchants, masters of ships and passengers, abroad and 
at home, that profess the truth, that if they have any ways dishonoured 
the Lord God, and brought an evil report, either in their trading, liveft 
or conversations, upon the truth and the good land, and dishonoured 
the Lord God and his name, truth, -and people; that they may search^ 
into the bottom of it ; that so, if they have done any thing* worthy of 
condemnation and judgment, it may be past upon them without any 
respect of persons. And, if Jthe report be false, let their innocency be 
manifest, and the reporter reproved. And^so, that all that profess truth, 
inay walk in the truth and the light of the Lord, who are ^"children of 
light,' who have their name after the living God. 

And all to be circumspect, diligent, and careful in ^U these things, 
that in nowise God may be dishonoured ; but in %ill things your lives, 
and words may preach, that profeiss the truth. And all of them that 
have gone from England and dishonoured God beyond sea, to write over 
sea, to search out and know the ground of the matter, that all obstruc- 
tions that have hindered the glory of God, and the spreading of his 
truth, may be taken away ; that the Lord's name may not be disho- 
noured, nor his way and truth evil spoken of. And so, all reports being 
searched into, in all the plantations, cencernijig Friends there, that if , 
any one hath done any thing to dishonour truth beyond sea, let them 
cpme to judgment and condemnation, and give forth papers of the same, 
that the papers may be sent abroad to take off the reproach {mm the 
innocent, and so answer the witness of God in them through their re- 
pentance; And, if they will not write their, own condemnations, then 
Friends must write and deny them, and take it out of the mouths of 
the world. 

And all Friends that liave di^onoured God, and his trulh^and people, 
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and Friends have been to admoniish them in a gospel-way, and they 
still go on in their wickedness and do not repent ; Friends may draw up a 
paper at their meeting, (when they are clear of them,). against them 
and their disorderly walking, and unruly spirits/ and looseness, in general 
words, not mentioning the particulars, except they be notoriously 
known* And Friends to do this with speed, and to bring it to the meet- 
ings ; and if any one be known to be an open offender, that then there 
may be an open testimony against him in the particular; showing 
that we have no unity nor fellowship with such workers of darkness, 
and how that they cast out themselves from amongst us, being gone 
from the life and power of God; in which our fellowship is. And that 
Copies jpf the paper may be read in meeting^ and the copies of the pa- 
pers to be sent to the mea's meetings in the countries where they live. 

G. F. 

OCXXI. 

My dear friends, all every where, the power of the Lord God, that 
first convinced you, and his light and truth, all wait and walk in, and 
keep your first habitations in the power of the Lord God, and in his 
light, and life, and spirit, by which all your minds may be stayed, and 
kept up to the Lord God, in the unchangeable light, life, power, and 
spirit. And so ye living in the unchangeable life and light, ye see 
Christ, that does not change, but ends alt changeable things, types, 
figures, and shadows, and destroys the author of all evil inventions and 
traditions among all the sons and daughters of Adam in the fall ; and 
so live all up in the royal seed, in which ye have life, which life was 
before death; walking in the light, which was before darkness, and^in 
the power of God, which was hefcre the power of darkness was ; which 
power of God will keep you out of all feigned spirits, creeping in a 
pretence of love and innocency,to draw your minds out'from the power 
of God, and your first habitations, into some outward things ; which will 
draw the mind outward from the power, and so from y6nr habitation 
of peace ; through which trouble will enter, as it hath done upcm some, 
who now do see how they have gone from their habitation. There- 
fore in the power of the Lord God, which is everlasting, in which is the 
fellowship live; which power of God is perfect, in which is the perfect 
fellowship, which was before imperfection was. In which power of 
God is the joy and life ; and ye keeping in your habitations of the light, 
life, and power of God, (the gospel,) by which you all see and discern' 
your own conditions, with the ^rit of discerning, laying hands on no 
man suddenly, but proving and trying all things; seeing your own con- 
ditions by the power of the Lord, and his light, by which ye may have 
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the spirit of discerning, waiting and walking in the truth, that ye may 
adorn it ; walking in the truth, which was before untruth was. And 
whatsoever is cometyi decent, and of good report follow and walk in, 
which is to the answering that of Crod in every one ; for living in the 
power of the Lord God, through which ye have every one a habitation 
in God ; by the power of God ye will come oye^ enmity, and see before 
it was ; for its habitation is in the earth, and some outward things, but 
the power of the Lord God, and the truth he is out of (who is the au- 
thor of enmity,) and being gone out of ^ruth, se^s to bring others out 
of their habitations, the power of God. Therefore live in the power of 
the Lord God; and keep your habitations in the light and spirit in your 
own particulars, that by it all your minds may be subjected to God ; in 
wbicb you may all live in peace, love, aad ^mtj^ and the royal apirit 
and seed of unity and dignity, which keeps over the spirit of strife, and 
was before it; for the strife among the sons and daughters of Adam, in 
their fall from righteousness and holiness, and the image of God, is about 
these outward things* Therefore mind the power of God, and the 
righteousness and holiness, and your renewings into it, (which was be- 
fore the fall was,) and follow that which makes for peace in the truth, 
and in the life and power of God, which peace will stand, in the same 
dwelling in love and unity^ by which ye may all honour the truth, 
which will keep you over all the fallen spirits, thait ^re striving, and 
are busy about that which is in the fall, mlBtnifesting that they be fitUen 
from the power of God, and gone from their first habitation ; in which 
power of God is the peace, iii which the kingdom stands. Therefiore all 
tnind that, and to be heirs of that kingdom that stands in righteousness, 
peace» and joy in the holy ghost And so feel the seed of God over all 
that set that oiakes to suffer, which was before that was^ and will 
stand and remain ^hen that which makes to suffer is gone, in which 
you may all feel tibe life, which was in the Father before the worid 
b^an; and f^el Cbri^ to reign amongst you, who is the. prince of 
peace and Kfe; and tins will keep you, from being tossed and carried 
about with strange doctrines, (for the seed Christ was before they all 
were, and will remain when diey are all gone,) in a pretence of new 
discoveries and outward tUngs, to bring people's minds from their ha- 
bitations of life and truth; which comprehends all things, and sees all 
things. Therefore mind th^ spirit 6f tnitb, luid the unfeigned love, and 
faiA that works by it, over all the feignedness^ that by the shield of 
fkith, the sword of the spirit, that may be- cut down, that none may be 
deceived by that, but keep the unity of the faith, that gives you the 
victory and access to God, and the unity of the spirit, the bond of 
peace, and the fellowship of the gospel, which is the power a( God ; 
which power of God was before the power ^f satan was, in that live, 
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and meet and walk in the name of the Lord, which is a strong tower, 

(whose name is the power,) and in liie, tower is the safety over wicked- 
ness, and before it was ; sitting undier your own vine, and abiding in 
it, then ye abide in Christ, by whom the world was made, who is the 
light, liffB, and truth, and the power of God ; and as ye abide there, ye 
bear fruit to the glory of God, and through him ye come every, one to 
have a habitation in God, who brings out of the fall, whjere the curse 
is, to the state that man was in before he fell, and to the blessing, and 
not only to that state, but to him that never fell, in whom the saints 
sit down, in whom are the pastures of life, and riches eternal, ever- 
lasting, and the blessing of the Lord, that with that ye may be clothed^ 
Andjso farewell! My love to all Friends in the everlasting seed of 
God, that never changes, which was before changing3^ were, and stands 
when all changings are gone, that ye may know Christ to reign among^ 
you, the prince of life, and the prince of peace, and the counsellor 
hearing the voice of the light, the life, the power of God, and truth's 
voice, which goes before you, who will give you life abundantly, even 
that which is eternal. 

Now the professors may see, that the hireling is fled and flies, because 
he was an hireling, whose religion was for the summer, whilst the sun 
shined ; but in a storm, a tempest, a mist, or the sun clouded, their re- 
ligion they flee from ; his flight is in the winter. ' So the day manifests 
all things. Our religion is in the power of ^God, before winter storms 
and tempests were, mists, fogs, or clouds ; in the light which shipes over 
them all is our religion, that does not change, in which there is fruit 
borne in the winter; by which power of God all their religions are seen, 
which must have an end, and will have an end, which people run into. 
But in the power of God, and his righteousness and holiness, which was 
before the fall was, live ; which power of God never alters nor changes, 
in which is both life and peace which, remains for ever., in that dwell 
and live ; and be faithful and valiant on earth, your hearts established 
with grace^ and your words seasoned with the same ; keeping yourselves 
in the love of God, and in the life, in which is peace, through which ye 
may be all a comfort one to another, living in the life, in which is the 
everlasting fellowship. And so in that the Lord God Almighty preserve 
and keep you all. 

Let this be read in all your meetings in Barbadoes, New England^ 
Nevis, and sent to Jamaica, Virginia, and Maryland, to Friends there; 
and to all the parts in the world, where there are Friends, A general 
epistle to them all, from Colchester in England. G. F* 

The 10/A day o/thellth month, 1662. 

V0L.VIL 29 
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CCXXIL—*^ general epistle to be read in all the christian meetings 
in the world. Blessed is he^ that readeth, and blessed is he that 
heareth and understandeth, and the eyes that see. Bead this oi^er^ 
and you may read that which you have not read^ and see that 
which you have not seen. 

My dear friends all every wh6re, in the seed dwell, which is Christ 
the top-stone over all ; feel it laid, in which is life eternal, which is over 
death, and before death was, and the devil, the power of it ; dvery one 
ntting under their own vine, which is Christ the life, by whom the 
world was made, that in that ye may all b6ar fruit to God ; and all 
walking in the name of the Lord, (which is the power,) then you will 
walk in safety. For blessed are all you that rise in the power of God, 
and lie down in the same power ; your beds are pure, holy, and unde- 
filed, who lie doiyn in the power of God, before unholiness was. And 
so you that are gathered in the name of Jesus, who have bowed to the 
name of Jesus, whose name b called, the power of God, and the word, 
light, life, and truth ; and for bowing to his name, for his name sake 
have ye suffered all along by many powers ; his name is a strong tower. 
So who have bowed to the name, and gathered in the name of the Lord, 
ye are in the strong tower, in which is safety and peace; for being ga- 
thered in the name of Christ Jesus, whose name is above every name, 
(for all things that were made, were made by Christ,) above all other 
names and gatherings are you gathered, who are gathered in the name 
of Jesus Christ, by whom all things were made and created ; and being 
gathered in the name of Jesus Christ, by which salvation is brought, by 
the name of Christ, and not by any other name under heaven, but by 
the name of Jesus Christ is salvation brought, by whom all things were 
made. So ye being gathered in this name, by which salvation is giv^n, 
here ye come to be heirs of salvation, and then to inherit salvation, 
which is Christ; and by this you come to fathom all other names under 
the whole heaven, and to see them, that there is no salvation in them ; 
and so likevdse all other gatherings in all other names, no salvation in 
them ; therefore cry people, there is no assurance of salvation upon the 
earth, who are gathered in other names, but not in the name of 
Christ, by which salvation is brought and given ; by the name of Christ, 
by whom all things were made ; and this is the standing gathering ; in 
the name, in the strong tower, where is the safety, where' is the sal- 
vation given and brought. Rejoice ye all that are brought into this 
gathering, and have bowed to the name of Jesus. 

Now to bow ^t the name of Jesus, who is called, the power of God, 
ii to bow to the power of God ; all things in heaven, and things in 
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earth, must bow to the name of Jesus, before they be reconciled io 
God; for all things in heaven, and things in earth, are reconcUed by 
him in one. So they must bow to the name of Jesus, as they have 
bowed to the evil through which they are at difference one among 
another, and not at unity, but bowing to the name of Jesus brings to 
reconciliation ; for all things in heaven, and things in earth, must bow 
at the name of Jesus, must bow at the power of God, before they be 
reconciled in one. So bow at the name of Jesus. 

2dly. You must bow at the cross of Christ, which is the power of 
God, which since the apostles' days the apostate christians have lost; 
99d therefore they bow to a cross, a stick, a stone, a piece of iron, a 
piece of wood. Now bowing to the cross of Christ, which is the power 
of God, that strikes over the nature of fallen man; for who, bends, 
and submits, and yields, and bows to the power of Grod within, feels it 
to rise over and strike over, and work over the carnal part, and that 
part that turns into ungodliness^ and all that is bad, and is a cross to 
it. So bow to the power of God. If all Christendom had done this, 
th^ had had a fellowship in this cross of Christ, which is a mystery ; 
but a cross stick, a cross piece of wood, or iron, or stonq, this is not a 
mystery; but the power of God, that crosseth down the earthly, car- 
nal, ungodly part in man and woman, and work's over it, and strikes 
over it, and goes over it, and crosseth it. There is the mystery of the 
cross of Christ, the power of God, in whiclx, is the fellowship ; which 
power of God keeps the mind over all outward things, in the everlast- 
ing power of God above them; for the power of God was before 
unrighteousness and uncleanness, and the idolatrous part in man was; 
v^ch power of God is a cross to it, and in that is the true glorying in 
the cross of Christ, by which ye all are crucified to the world, and 
dead to the world, and the world is dead to you ; dead to the world 
throiigh the power of the cross, and the world is. dead from the power 
of the cross, (in which power is the fellowship of the cross of Christ.) 

3dly. The fellowship of the gospel, the power of God, expels away 
all that which hath darkened the understanding, darkened the mind, 
darkened the heart ; and by the power of God life and immortality are 
brought to light in you ; by which power of God ye come to see before 
that was, that hath darkened you from life and immortality, and over 
that life and immortality shines, being in the power of God, which was 
before that was that had darkened mankind ; and the povyer of God, 
(the gospel) expels away that which burdened your spirits, minds, 
hearts, consciences, and souls; so that being driven away by the power 
of God, and the mind set at liberty, the spirit, the conscience, the 
heart, the soul that is immortal being brought up by the power of God, 
here the soul hath its pleasure in God; then, by. the power of God, man 
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seeth over that which hatib burthened his flpirit^ mind, soul,* and con- 
science, i^nd beyond it, and before it was ; where the spirit,^otil, mind, 
and conscience cry * glad tidings.' And here is the joyful gospel, and 
here is the faith in the everlasting gospel, the power of God ; and here 
is life and immortality come to light through the power of God, (the 
gospel,) which power of God, the everlasting gospel, was before that 
was that darkened man from life and immortality, and hath loaded 
people's minds, hearts, souls, and consciences ; the po>wer of God was 
before that was, and remains when that is all gone. So now, ye that 
are come to be heirs of the gospel, know it your portion ; for as a man 
is heir of a piece of land or house, it is his portion, (which must have 
an end,) and he cpmes to inherit it : so heirs of the gospel. It is the 
portion of man and woman ; and they that inherit it, they inherit the 
power of God, which hath no end; which was before the power of 
darkness was, which hath darkened people from life and immortality, 
and loaded their spirits ; but being heirs of that which was before that 
was, here you inherit the gospel, you inherit the power of God, in 
which is stability ; here you are church members, and here you are 
living stones, and here you are built up together a spiritual household ; 
here the church in God is kiiown, the Father of Christ, who is the 
way to God, where the church is ; for now, as Adam and Eve were 
drove from God, and being in the fall, their sons and daughters have 
their churches enough,* heaps upon heaps, one against another, and 
heads of every church, and there they plead for sin while they live 
upon the earth; but the church that is in God, the Father of Christ, 
doth not so; for as mankind were drove from God, they must come up 
again out of that ^tate, where they are defiled, alnd be washed, sancti- 
fied, and cleansed, and brought up out of the fall, up to God again. If 
Ihey come to the church that is in God, and the fellowship which is 
the gospel fellowship, which is the power of God, in which is stabilityt 
before that was that hath unestablished people ; the gospel, the power 
of God was, and before the devil was, that hath unestablished people. 
In which gospel is peace, stability, life, and immortality, which is come 
to light again. In this is the church fellowship with Christ in God, 
which will stand ; for the gospel is everlasting; the church of God is 
the pillar and ground of truth. Therefore this will stand, when all 
other churches and fellowships amongst the sons and daughters of men 
in the fall, will have an end. The church in God will stand, the pillar 
and ground of truth, and the fellowship of it will remain. Therefore, 
ye heirs of the gospel, (and church members of it,) inherit it, and set 
down in the fellowship of the same. And this is beyond all the writ- 
ings, subscribings, and promisings to the church fellowships that be 
among the sons and daughters of Adam in the fall ; that when a st<Nrm 
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J, comes, or a. tempest, they fly from their church and fellowship both. 
But the gospel stands, the church in God stands, the pillar and ground 
of truth; which the gates of hell cannot prevail against. 

4thly. The worship of God is in the spirit and in the truth, that is 
the public worship which Christ set up ; he preached it when he pjit 
down the worship at' the mountain, and at Jerusalem, and said, ^ God is 
a spirit; and they that worship him, must worship him in spirit and 
truth ; and the hour is come, and now is, that the Father seeks such to 
worship him.' Then the hou^ was, that worship was set up, above sixteen 
bundred years since, when he denied and put down the worship at the 
mountain and at Jerusalem, where the forefathers worshipped. So 
this worship in the spirit and in the truth, was contrary to thd fore- 
fathers. This is the public worship, and this is not private nor parti- 
cular ; the nation's worships are particular, which the sons of Adam 
are broken into, the several worships one against another ; but this 
worship ih the spirit and in the truth, hits all men and women; they 
must come to the spirit in themselves, and the truth in the inward 
parts; this is public, this is not a private worship, but brings every 
man and woman to the spirit of God in their own hearts, and truth in 
their inward parts ; in which spirit atid truth they must bow down, and 
come into if, if they be worshippers of God in the truth and in the 
spirit. And this is the standing worship that Christ preached up, atop 
of the hill, where the forefathers had worshipped. And this worship is 
ov«r the worship that was at Jerusalem, and over the worship that was 
at the mountain ; so by this must every man, every son of Adam, and 
daughter, come to the spirit in their own particulars, and truth in 
themselves ; by which they must know God is a spirit, and will he wor- 
shipped in the spirit, and in the truth ; and so no man must grieve, nor 
vex, nor quench the spirit, but all must worship in it, and they must 
come to the truth in the heart, to the hidden rhan in the heart, to a 
meek and quiet spirit. And they must not rebel against the spirit, if 
they worship in it ; and all coming to it, they have the adorning, that 
which, beautifies and adorns them in the eyes of God ; none must walk 
despitefully against the spirit of grace, nor turn the grace of Ged into 
wantonness, if they worship God in the spirit ; if they grieve, vex, 
quench the spirit of God within, and turn the grace of God into wan- 
tonness, and walk despitefully against the spirit of God, and rebel 
against the spirit of God within, and are haters of the light. These go 
from the public worship of God in the spirit and truth, to the particu- 
lar, which fallen meh have invented ; but they that worship God in the 
spirit and in the truth, are in that which the devil is out of, and the 
dragon's worship, and the beast's worship, and the will-worship are out 
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of; who worship in the truth and in the spirit, are over all these wor* 
ships. For truth is before they all were, (and the spirit,) and will stand 
when they are all gone. 

5thly. To pray in the spirit, this was public, the public prayer set up 
among the christians ; the temple was the public place of prayer among 
the Jews; but to pray in the spirit, is the pubKc prayer set up by 
the apostles : every man, every woman then must come to the spirit 
of God in their own selves ; for it will give them understanding and 
knowledge, and give them instruction, i^ will help their Infirmities, it 
will let them seie their wants. So, in that must every son. and daughter 
of Adam pray in the spirit to God, who is a spirit: and this is public^ 
the spirit of God in every man and woman to pray with unto God, who 
is a spirit; then in this spirit have they fellowship and unity, and a 
bond of peace : and this moderates all people, and mortifies, circum-r 
ciseth, and baptizeth. Now, who grieves, and quenches, and vexes, and 
rebels against the spirit of God vrithih, in which they should pray; they 
are like the Jews, babblers, and go into the particular forms, and go 
from the public, which is universal, whereby all men and women must 
pray to God, who is a spirit, in the spirit, and keep out of the particu- 
lar. One hath one set form, another another, that is particular, as I 
said before ; but the praying in the spirit is general, by which every 
man and woman might see their necessities and wants, and turn to 
God, who is a spirit, for his help: for CJhrist the quickening spirit, and 
the spirit of the Lord vrithin, is that which brings people to lift up their 
eyes to the Lord in spirit and truth, and to watch aild pray, by which 
they know temptations ; and the spirit giveth them understanding, and 
wisdom, and power to withstand them. 

6thly. Singing in the spirit is public ; every man and every woman 
in the whole world, they must not grieve it, nor vex itj if they ^sing in 
it ; and this is public. But they that go from the spirit of God within, 
they go into the particular singing, inventing this thing and that thing, 
and then one will do it, and another will not do it, and so there is no 
true fellowship, because it is not done in the spirit; and there is no true 
fellowship in their worshipping, nor in their praying, because it is not 
done in the spirit ; for the true fellowship in singing, in praying, in wpr* 
shipping of God, is in the spirit of God, which the devil is out of; for in 
that is the bond of peace. 

7thly. The teachers of the world told us (who called themselves 
ministers of Christ) that they had received a gift from Christ, who asp 
cended on high, and led captivity captive; and this^gift was for the work 
of the ministry, and for the perfecting of the saints, and that they 
were to bring people to the knowledge of the son of God, from whence 
they had received this gift, and to the unity of the faith, which iaith 
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gives the victory, and brings to have access to God, and also to a per- 
fect man's state^ and to the measure of the stature of the fulness of 
Christ. And thus people followed them, and were glad that they would 
bring them to a perfect man's state, that is, to the state of Adam and 
Ev« before they fell, for they were perfect then; and when we had 
followed them, som6 twenty, some thirty, some more, some less years; 
then they told us again, that they hoped we would not look for perfec- 
tion while we are upon the earth, on this side the grave, for we must 
carry a body of sin about us ; and they hoped we would not look for 
perfection, and would not hold the erroneous doctrine .of perfection ; 
and yet iold us, as before^ that they would bring us to a perfect man's 
state ; and so we looked they would have fulfilled their words; for we 
had given our modey, and had speot our labour iti following after 
them, and hoped they would have fulfilled their words, and brought us 
to the knowledge of the son of God, and so to the unity of the faith, and 
to a perfect main's ^tate, to our father Adam's and Eve's state before 
they fell; and now they have gotten our money, they hope we will not 
look for perfection here. Oh, deceivers ! We will never set foot more 
after them^ who will neither fulfil their words, nor give us our money 
back again ; for we gave our money, that they should bring us to the 
knowledge of the son of God« and to the unity of the faith, and bring 
us to a perfect man's state, and to a measure of the stature of the ful- 
ness of Christ: and now the scriptures that speak of sin and imperfec- 
tion, they bring to prove that we should not be perfect, against their 
own promises and words;, and all the scriptures that speak of perfection 
or overcoming, they tell lis there must be a meaning put to them : and 
thus they deceived us, instead of bringing us to the measure of the stature 
of Christ, who never fell, the second Adam, the Lord from heaven, who 
said, they would bring us to his stature; and now they cannot bring us 
to the measure of the stature of the righteousness and holiness of our 
father Adam and mother Eve, that they were in before they fell ; for 
they* had no body of sin before they fell, nor spot, nor wrinkle, nor 
blemish : so, the deceivers have got our money, and now call that an 
error, which they said they would bring us unto, (a perfect man's state,) 
and so will not fulfil their words,. nor give us our money back again 
neither. Therefore now mark which of these three states the shep- 
herds, the teachers, and leaders kept their flock in, and do keep them 
in. Whether is it m the state of Adam and Eve in the fall, where the 
body of death, the curse, wrath, and wo are, imperfection, spots, wrin- 
kles, and blemishes, and tell them they must be there for term of life? 
Or, whether or no can they keep them in the blessed and good state of 
righteousness and holiness, that Adam and Eve were in before they fdl ? 
Or, whether or no can they keep them in the measure of the stature 



of Christ, who never fell. Now consider which of these three states 
do these shepherds pretend to keep their flocks in, that deny perfection, 
and say their sheep must carry a hody of death on- their backs while on 
earth ; for, ' As the tree falls, it Ites^' and there is no repentance in the 
grave. Whether it be not in Adaift and ^Ve in the fall, with his sons 
and daughters? Or, in that state before they fell, which was a good 
state, in righteousness and holiness? Or, whether it be in CiM'ist that 
never fell, whom it cost his blood^ and his life^ to fetch Ad^m asid £ve, 
and his sons and daughters^out of that state in^ the fall, (oat of the na^ 
just state,) to ^et them in the state befor^ethey fell ; and not okdy there, . 
hut to bring them iatohiaiself that never felL Now what v§4iie, and 
price, and worth have they made<5f the bloqd of Christ, that cleapsetb 
from sin and death ; and yet told people that they would bring tbem to 
the knowledge of the son of God, and to a perfect man, and ¥k>w teU 
them they must not be perfect oo the earthy b«t carry a body ef «ia 
about them to the grav6? As much as to say, they must be in^the 
state of their father Adam- and their mother Eve in the fall, under the 
wrath, curse, and wo, and must not come to tlie state they were ia 
before they fell, to the image ef God, in rigbteouflness and true hoIi<* 
ness. And thus the deceivers are not worth^the setting foet.after. And 
yet ask them for what end Christ came? they will say> to destroy the 
devil and his works. And then sak them, if the body of sin and death 
be not the devil^s works atid imperfection? th^ will say, yes; and 
so are in confusion: Christ came « to destroy tiie devil and his worios, 
they say, and yet they .must carry them to the grave; and yet peo- 
ple are saved by Christ) they will say ; but while you are upon earth, 
you must not be made free from sin. This is as m^uch as. if one 
should be in Turkey a slave, chained to a boat, and one shoald come 
to redeem him* to go. into his own country ; but say the Turk&, thou 
art redeemed, but while thou art upon the earth, thou> midst not go 
out of Turkey, nor have the chain oif theej So say satan's mes^ 
sengers, you are redeemed, but mii^ carry a body of death about .yoa» 
and cannot go to your' father Adam's house before be fell, bat yoij^ 
mu3t live in your father Adam's house in the fall, while ye be upon 
earth. Put I say you are redeemed by Christ; it cost him his blood 
to purchase man oat of thi» state he i? in, in the fall, and bring him 
up to the state man was in before he fell; so Christ became a cursi?,^ 
to bring man out of. the curse, and bore the wrath, to bring man to the 
peace of God, that he might come to the blessed stated and to Adam^ 
state he was in before he fell; and not only thither, but to a state in 
Christ that shall never falL And this is my testimony to you, and to 
all people upon the earth. And so the teachers of the world cried, 
men are redeemed, but while on the earth they must have or^nal 
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sin in them, and that is the devil, for he is the original of sin, and of the 
body of deaths and that they are redeemed ; but they must never come 
to the state of their father Adam before he fell, while on the earth. 
This is sad tidings ! Are these messengers of Grod, or messengers of 
satan? So you may see by this where the shepherds have brought 
their flocks, and in what they sit, in Adam and Eve in the fall ; not in 
Adam and Eve before they fell, a good, blessed state, but in Adam and 
Eve in the fall, a bad, cursed state, and not in Christ that never fell. 
Now mark, the apostle said, ' He hath quickened us, who were dead in 
sins and trespasses, and hath made us to sit together in the heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus ; that in the ages to come he might show forth 
bis exceeding riches and kindness towards us.' Now the ages are come, 
glory to the Lord God over all, in the highest for ever, that this kindness 
and these riches are seen, that the apostle's preaching is fulfilled, who 
said, ^ He hath quickened us, and made us to sit together in the heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus.' So m^rk, in Christ Jesus, us the church, us 
the saints, us the believers and true christians, made us to sit together* 
Here was their meeting, here was their sitting in the heavenly places 
in Christ Jesus the second Adanfi, the JLiord from heaven, him that was 
glorified with the. Father before the world began, him that never fell, 
but fetched man and woman out of the fall, to the state that man and 
woman were in before they fell ; and they not to sit there in Adam in 
the fall, nor in Adam before he fell, but in heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus, before Adam fell. And there is the safe sitting, in Christ the 
new and living way, the word of God, the power of God, the light, the 
life, and truth, in the first, and in the last, in the beginning, and in the 
ending, in him in whom is no shadow of turnings nor variableness; in 
him the saints sit, (the church,) in Christ the head, and there are the 
exceeding riches and the kindness known again. For are not here kind- 
ness and riches, for man and woman to be brought out of that state in 
the fall, to the state of Adam and Eve before they felL And he that 
doth bring them thither is Christ, and it is by his blood, it cost him his 
blood, his life, and he doth not leave them in the state that Adam and 
Eve were in before they fell, but he sets them down in himself, who 
never fell, a safer state than Adam was in before he fell. Now who 
sit here in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, the first and the last, 
the beginning and ending, the safe place, in the wisdom of God, 1. They 
see where.Adam and Eve sat before they fell; blessed, and in a good 
state, in the image of God, in righteousness and holiness. 2. They see 
where Adam and Eve sat in the fall, with their sons and daughters, 
fallen from righteousness and holiness, and the image of God, where 
they have no peace, neither do they see God, nor have dominion over 
the creation. 3. They see where the Jews sat, in the types, figures, and 
Vol. VII. 30 
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shadows, and temples, and oaths, in the offerings and sacrifices, and 
there were to sit till Christ the substance came io end them all; which 
Christ the substance was before they were. 4. They see where the apos- 
tles sat in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, the substance of all the 
types, figures, and shadows, who ended them all, and was before them 
all, and will be when they are all gone. 5. They see where the Gen- 
tiles sit, in the traditions, inventions, idols' temple, which God never 
commanded. 6. They see where all the apostate christians have sat 
since the apostles' days, in the rudiments, inventions, handiworks, and 
traditions, and cannot sit long in them, therefore turn one against an- 
other. 7. Now the age is come that the kindness and riches of the Lord 
are seen, which were manifest among the apostles and saints who sat in 
the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, where many sit now, in Christ the 
seed, the first, the last, the beginning, and the ending; and who sit in 
him, as I said before, see where all the apostatized christians have sat 
since the apostles' days ; who have removed their seat from the apos- 
tles, and have not sat in the seat the apostles and the saints sat in ; for 
had they sat in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, him that destroyed 
the enmity, the devil, and his works, they bad all sat in unity and 
peace. And they see where Jews sit, where Gentiles sit, and where 
Adam and Eve sat before they fell, and where they sat in the fall, with 
their sons and daughters, and where the apostles satj in the heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus. They that »t in Christ, they sit in him the 
apostles sat in, who is the first and the last, the beginning and the end- 
ing; they see the top and corner-stone over all set, in which the life 
flourisheth over all which was before the devil, the power of death, and 
the power of darkness were ; which seed (Christ) bruiseth and destroyeth 
the serpent's head, the devil, and his works; and in him (Christ) the 
saints sit, in whom they have the pastures of life, that floweth over all, 
death, and was before it was, and the power of it. 8. So, as new-bom 
babes desire the sincere milk of the word, that you may grow thereby, 
(mark,) the milk that comes from the word which was in the beginning, 
by that milk is the growth, and not in the traditions, handle not them, 
nor the rudiments, nor the vain inventions of men neither, touch them 
not, taste them not, for they perish with the using of them ; so then 
they do not grow by them. But they may say thou deniest the means, 
because thou dost not handle the doctrines, the commandments, the 
rudiments that perish with the using. Now that is not the means, but 
that is the means, the milk that comes from the word, by which thou 
must grow, thy growth is not by that which perisheth i but, as I 
said, by the milk that comes from the word, which was in the begin- 
mng, before the false doctrines, traditions, rudiments of men, false 
churches, false ways, false teachings, worship, and religion were ; be- 
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fore all these were the word of God was; thou dost not grow by any 
of those, if thou shouldst teach them all thy life-time, and spend 
thy days, thou art never the nearer, neither dost thou grow by them, 
nor by the tongues, which make their divines, the beginning of which 
was Babel, which builds up, and throws down, as you may see : did 
they not build up the church-faith and directory, and now throw them 
down again ? Here is Babylon ; and were they not offended because 
you would not touch their ordinances, and told you, you denied the means. 
Now doth not the word of God live, abide, and endure for ever, when 
they are all gone. So feed upon the milk of the word, that you may 
grow by that milk that comes from the word, that was before their 
tongues ; and when you are redeemed from the tongues, and see the 
beginning of tongues, Babel, thou that seekest for the milk of the word, 
thou must seek to be ^before Babel and Babylon was; for the word was 
before Babel was, and stands when Babylon is down. So the milk 
which Cometh from the word, is it by which thou must grow up in the 
things of God ; and this keeps the eye pure, and nourisheth thee up in 
the word of wisdom^ word of life, word of patience, by the milk that 
comes from it, up into the word of wisdom, (for wisdom is with the gray 
hairs,) and so up into the life, up into a living, abiding state ; for the 
word liveth and abideth for ever ; and by the milk that cometh from 
the word which was in the beginning, 1)efore the fall of man was, with 
all the confusions, false ways, worships, churches ; the word was before 
they all were, and abides when they are all gone ; feed of the word, 
the milk of it, and be quiet with the milk by which thou growest and 
art nourished up to everlasting life, by which thy fruits will be unto 
holiness, and the end everlasting life, feeding upon the milk that comes 
from the word which was before unhpliness was, and stands and remains 
when all that is gone ^ by this you are all nourished, by this you all 
grow in a living and abiding state, up into the word Christ, whose ' name 
is called the word of God,' in whom is the sitting down ; so heirs of Christ, 
and of salvation, inherit salvation, and heirs of the power of an endless 
life, and heirs of a kingdom that hath no end, and of a power of a world 
to come. So know this to be your portion every one, that you may be 
heirs of the blessings, and inherit them, that with them you may be 
clothed, meeting in the name, in the strong tower, meeting in the spirit, 
in which you may pray unto and worship God, and sing, which is the 
public worship of God, which hath been lost since the apostles' days, 
by and amongst the inward raveners from the spirit of God, which 
have been got up into particular worshipping and praying ; which if 
they come to the public, they must come to the spirit of God, which 
their forefathers inwardly ravened from, and to the public praying in the 
spirit. So dwell in the love of God, and build up yourselves in the most 
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holy faith, and keep the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace ; and 
worship God in the spirit and truth, (which the devil is out of,) and in 
that meet in the truth, in the power of God, which was before the devil ' 
was, in which is the perfect fellowship, the gospel fellowship, which 
stands in the power of God,, which was before the devil was, or the fall 
of man either, where all imperfection was, and is, which the power of 
Crod estpels away, in which is the perfect fellowship, as I said before. 
The worship of Crod is a perfect worship, it is in the truth, in the spirit ; 
so the truth is that the devil is out of, and all imperfection, which truth 
was before imperfection was. The worship in the truth never changetfa, 
which is of the God of all truth, who is a spirit ; and this is the perfect 
standing worship, which will stand when all the worships in the fall are 
gone, devil, dragon, beast, and will-worship ; for truth was before they 
all were ; for they are not perfect, being out of the truth, out of that 
which is perfect. So all Friends, be faithful and valiant for the truth 
of Crod upon the earth. For there are religions only for the summer, 
while the sun shines, amongst the sons of Adam in the fall ; but when 
the storm comes, their flight is in the winter. So this day manifesteth 
every birth of what sort it is, and at that look ; it is not professing God, 
nor Christ, nor the scriptures, nor the ordinances, but mind the birth, 
he that is born of the flesh, and he that is bom of the spirit, together 
with each birth's fruits. For he that is born of the spirit is the royal 
birth of God, whose fruits are above him that is born of the flesh below, 
not in righteousness and love, nor of the spirit ; and so each birth hath 
its religion, hath its worship, hath its praying, and its singing ; but when 
the winter comes, then is its flight, and then the wall-makers are dis- 
covered, the hireling fleeth because he is a hireling ; but ye, mind the 
power of God, which was before winter storms were, and such religions 
as are while the sun shines and the summer is; but when the winter 
comes are gone. Therefore mind ye the power of God, that ye may 
bear fruit in winter, and sit under your vine, Christ Jesus, that ye may 
see before winter storms and tempests were,^nd to that which shall never 
have an end, nor change; in this is the pure religion. And so in the 
name of the Lord being gathered, having bowed to it, then ye are in 
the strong tower, in the deepest storms and tempest, being in the name 
of the Lord, by whom all things were made; there is the strong tower, 
then ye are safe in all waves, tempests, winds, hail, floods, being in the 
name of the Lord, your strong tower. And so feel the seed of God, 
(friends, and brethren, and babes,) over all that set that makes to suf- 
fer, which was before that was, and will stand and remain, when that 
is gone that makes to sufier, that in that you may know Christ's reign, 
and the seed to reign, in which there is life eternal, and therein ye will 
have life eternal; and so feel the top-stone over all laid; and hearing 
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the voice of Christ, which is the light, the light's voice, the life's voice, 
the truth's voice, the power of Godls voice, which goes before yoti, 
through which ye may have life eternal, in Christ's fold, where bis 
sheep carry no body of sin upon their backs, for that is carried in satan's 
fold, which Christ's sheep are put out of, in which life (Christ) did foresee 
the hirelings flying, when the wolf comes. And so Christendom have 
more minded the hireling's voice, than Christ the light's voice, the 
truth's voice, the voice of the life and power of God in themselves; they 
. have gone from that, and gone to the voice of the hireling, who flies 
when the wolf comes, and leaves his flock, and cares not for it. There- 
fore you that have heard the voice of Christ, who are his sheep, and fol- 
low him, who hath put you forth, who goeth before you, and ye have 
followed him ; follow him still, and he will give you life eternal, for he 
is the rest ; and know the sitting down in the heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus, being heirs of grace, which grace comes by Christ. ' Now the 
grace of God that brings salvation, hath appeared unto all men ; which 
if all men minded, this is public, it would teach them to live righte- 
ously, soberly, and godly, and to deiny the contrary, and then come to 
be heirs of this grace, and inherit it, and so inherit their teacher that 
bringeth salvation, and so come to enjoy salvatiofi, and inherit Christ, 
in whom are the light and life, and in him is the sitting down in the sal- 
vation. 

All keep to the beauty of holiness ; for in holiness lies your beauty ; 
and the fruits of righteousness is a tree of life, and the name of the 
Lord is a strong tower, and the righteous flee into it, and are safe. 

G. F. 

From CdcHtford in Essex ihe 12Ui day of the Uth monthj 1662. 

CCXXIII. 

All friends and brethren, stand fast in the power of the Lord God 
Almighty, with the breast-plate of righteousness, with the shield of 
faith, your weapons, by which you have victory, and have access to 
God, in which you please him, and in which you have unity one with 
another; take unto you all your spiritual weapons, and be ready with 
the sword of the spirit the word of God, which was in the beginning, 
befcnre death and the power of it was. And all the false worships, 
churches, and teachers ; and that your feet be shod with the gospel, the 
power of God, in which you have all fellowship, (which is a mystery,) 
by which life and immortality are brought to light in you all ; every oile 
having the word of God, which hammereth down all that which is 
gotten up since the beginning ; and every one having the sword of the 
spirit, the Word of God, which doth divide the precious from the vil** 
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in which you have wisdom^ which cuts down all that for the fire ; which 
bath gotten up since the beginning, who knows the earth in which dwells 
the righteousness, and dwell in righteousness, and truth, and justice, 
and equity, for in that ye dwell with God ; and they that dwell not in 
this, dwell not with him, but are such as grieve, and vex, and 
quench God's spirit in them. Be bold and valiant for the truth upon 
the earth, every one according to your measure, beholding the, face of 
God. And fear not the power of the devil, but in the power of Grod, 
which was before he was, tread on his head ; and know the honour of 
the saints, and the election in Christ the seed, which wa? before the 
world began, and your salvation wrought outj and the glory of the Lord 
to be your reward. And keep your faith in the power of God, in which 
you may all know your health grow, and all your hearts to be esta- 
blished in grace, which is your teacher, and brings your salvation, that 
all may see it is the grace of God, by which you stand, which esta- 
bIisheth,seasoneth,teacheth,andbringeth salvation. Heednotthe earth, 
nor the rudiments of the world, nor the swine, nor dog's vomit, nor men's 
carnal understandings, wisdom, nor knowledge ; but mind the wisdom 
of God, that is pure from above, and keeps so ; and the spirit that gives 
the true understanding, and the right knowledge of God, which is 
life eternal. And know your fellowship to be in the spirit, which 
is the bond of peace, in that live, and keep in it, in which you 
may have perfection, and the perfect gifts of God. And mind the wor- 
ship of God, which is in the spirit and truth, which was before the devil 
was, which he is out of, and his ways. For God's ways are in the truth; 
and in his power meet, and in his life live, in which you may feed in 
the pastures of life, in which pasture Christ is the leader and shepherd. 
So all that be plucked out of the fall by his crook, which is the power 
of God, and that know him and his voice ; follow him, and ye will have 
life abundantly, and riches eternal. And every one keep on your watch 
and guard, against the enemy that led out from God, out of life and 
truth. For all the sufierings are by and through him that is out of the 
truth ; so they that will live godly shall suffer persecution ; but you 
that suffer in the truth, and by the contrary for the truth's sake, the 
spirit of glory will rest upon you ; and if you be evil spoken of for its 
sake, being faithful on your parts, Christ is glorified. 

And, friends, your house being built upon the rock Christ Jesus, by 
whom the world was made, the storms, the floods, the tempests you 
fear not; but all whose house is built on the sands, the floods, the 
storms, beat down and wash away, as you may see before your eyes. 
So Friends that are come to the beginning, see over storms, and tem- 
pests, and floods, and live on the rock, which was before they were; 
on that you may rest safe, and in peace. And, friends, * Fear not him 
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that caD kill the body/ I say, fear him not that can spoil thy goods, be 
not afraid of them ; for when they have done that, they can do no 
more ; for the life is over them all, they cannot touch that. So mind 
that which is over them all. G. p. 

CX2XXIV. 

Dear friends, whom death, bonds, nor the outward creatures can 
separate from the love of Grod in Christ Jesus, live in peace and love 
one with another, and keep above that straitened spirit of strife, 
which is below, and out of the power, and truth, and life of God. 
Dwell in dominion, in love, in life, and in unity one with another, in 
the power of God, whicdi was before the power of darkness was, and 
in the seed of God, which was before enmity was, and that you may 
all know Christ's reign. And feed in the pastures of life ; and none 
stain your virginity nor holiness, where lieth your beauty. And aH 
that minister abroad, walk as. examples to them you minister to. And 
keep in peace, that you may not destroy them that you do minister to. 
So live in the fear of God, and spread the truth abroad, and set the 
truth over all, and in it live ; in which you will have unity. So my 
love is in the seed of God, which is immortal, to you all. G. F. 

ccxxv. 

Friends, — ^Keep in the power of the Lord, which will faring you over 
all, to the fine- linen, the righteousness of the saints, and your bread of 
life; and the same power of the Lord will bring all your persecutors 
to rags and poverty. When they have done their work they will have 
their wages ; when the righteous and wicked have done their work, 
each shall have their wages ; and so, do not think the time long. For 
each must have their day to do their work in ; when the wicked's sun 
is gone down, their day is ended ; and then they are reckoned withal^ 
and paid, and then the people of God's day approaches, wherein 
according to their works they shall have the rewards of life eternal. 

P. S. The power of God is over all, and they that keep in it, it will 
carry them over all. G. F. 

OCXXVL 

My dear friends,^n the everlasting seed and covenant of life, be 
valiant for the truth upon the earth, and dwell in the power of the 
Lord God, and never heed that which makes to suffer, but the power 
of the Lord, which was before it was ; and all live in that» and spread 
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the truth a^broad; and every one improve your Lord and master's 
money, your talent, to the advantage of your Lord. And be of good 
faith, and valiant for the truth. You who are gathered in the name of 
Jesus, keep your meetings in his name, over all the meetings which 
are gathered by the sons of Adam in the fall ; and look over all prisons 
and outward bonds, which are in time, and will have an end; at the 
power of God look, which hath no end, in which your life is, and peace, 
crown, and dominion, and think not the time long that the rod of the 
wicked should lie on your backs; but rejoice in tribulations and perse- 
cutions, which are for the trial of your faith, that it may be found more 
precious than gold that perisheth. For remember that Christ the 
word, was tried* and Christ is the tried stone, and all the prophets, 
apostles, and martyrs were tried for their testimony to the precious 
pearl, seed, and truth ; and what sufferings they had in all ages were 
for the same, by the dark world, which was not worthy of them ; who 
were as pilgrims and strangers in the earth, and many of them forsook 
their native land and country. And so liye in that which glorifieth the 
Lord, you who know the kindness, love, and mercies of God, and are 
made partakers of the heavenly riches, and of the inheritance that 
never fadeth away, and are heirs of the kingdom that never hath an 
end,^ and are partakers of the promises and bles^ngs, that were before 
the curse was; and know the new covenant made manifest in your 
hearts, and the law of God there written, and the anointing within 
you to teach you, and then you need no man to teach you, but as it 
doth teach you. So abide in him, and learn of him in whom God is 
well pleased ; and none turn to them whom God is not well pleased 
with. For you who are children of God, are not to look for salvation 
from the hills, neither to look at the arm of flesh, nor to put confidence 
in man, who are redeemed from under the curse, and the fear of man^ 
and are bought with a price, the blood of Jesus Christ; and so are not 
your own, and cannot do your own wills, nor other men's, but are to 
glorify your Father which is in heaven. And so dwell in the love of 
God together, and in peace, and unity, and fellowship in the seed and 
life. For there is your growth, and therein ye grow in grace and faith 
tc^etfaer. The Lord Grod Almighty preserve you all in his everlasting 
arm and hand, which is hid power, over all to his glory, bearing one 
with another in the gentle wisdom, which is peaceable and from above 
For how joyful a thing it is, for brethren to dwell tc^ether in unity ; 
and hereby it is known, that * you are the disciples of Christ, if you love 
one another;' and a mark, that * you are passed from death to life/ if 
you love one another. And so the Lord God preserve your m^ld8» and 
souls^ and hei^rts, all holy and pure to his g^ory; and all live and ut 
domi in Cbrist the seed, wha h the faithful witness, the amen, the 
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first and lasjt, tbe beginning and ending. No more, but my love is 
to you all, in the everlasting seed, Christ Jesus, that never fell. 
I , G. F. 

And dear Friends heep ImOj /or there is no danger, 

" . CCXXVIJ. . 

Sing and rejoice, ye children of the day and of the light; for the 
Lord is.at work in this thick night of darkness that may be felt. And 
truth dotb flourish as the rose, and the Uli^s do grow among the thorns, 
igid the plants atop of the hills, and upon- them the lambs do skip and 
play, And never. heed* the tempests nor the storms, floods nor rains, 
ibr the seed Christ is over all, and doth reign. And so be of good faitii 
and vaEant for the truth : for the truth can, liv^ in the jails. And fear 
not the loss-of tbe fleece, for it will grow again ; and follow the lamb, if 
it b^< under the beast's horns, or under the beast's heels : for tbe lamb 
shall have the victory over them all. And so atl live in tbe seed Christ, 
your way, that never fell; and you do«ee over all the ways of Adam's 
and Eve's sons and daughters. in the fall. And m the seed C3irist, yovir 
way, you have life and peace ; andihete you do see over all the ways 
of Adam in the fall, in which there is no peace. So in the seed Christ 
stand §Lnd dwell, in whom you have life and peace; theJife that was 
with the Father before the worid began. G. F. 
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CCXXVIIL: 

Dear friends, who have tasted of that vrfaich is precious, and have 
felt the truth convincing of yon; and also felt the.power of the Lord 
God : I feel something amongst some of you that is not right ; and how 
that such g^t up into the wise part, but are out of the power, and out 
of the life, and with that judge, and are beholding the moats in others 
eyes, whilst the beam is in their own-' eyes. Oh ! abuse not the power, 
in which is the gospel fellowship, which will keep all in unity, and 
grieve not the spirit, in which is the true fellowship, and the bond' of 
peace. Keep down high-mindedness, despise not prophecies, and^uench 
not the Spirit in. the least ; for that is flesh and not spirit in yourselves 
that doth so. \ Judge not before tbe time, that the Lord do come, who 
brings to light all the hidden tbings of darkness in you ; run not into out- 
ward things, that is the fleshly mind, that will run from one thing, and 
so he restless, and will not know what seat^o sit in.; after it hath been 
in one outward tJ^ing it will run into anjDthier, and call it, his growth in 
the truth, and fall a judging others ; 4>ut that judgment is after the fleirh, 
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and their growth is in the flesh ; for the fruits of it is strife, backbitingB, 
whisperings, and leads to idleness, busy-bodies from bouse to houae, slan- 
dering, scandalizing, vilifying, and are in lightness, out of the fear of 
God, in variance and sowing dissention, and these are the seedsmen .of 
the flesh, and not of the spirit; and so feed one another with that 
which burdens the seed, and quenches the spirit, and desti^ys the love 
and unity, which love you should grow in. So the fruits of every birth 
manifesteth itself; the fruits of the spirit are lovcandpeace, and truth, 
and plainness, and righteousness, and godliness. But the fruity of the 
flesh are backbitings, whisperings, lyings, slanderings, scandaliziiigs. And 
therefore mind what this birth hath brought forth, (and shame it,) t^at 
hath cried up outward things, and wbatit hath run into, and what it 
hath drawn you into« that are in it, and what it hatli rent yoii from, 
and whether you are not come to a loss, and whether you are not gone 
into the flesh, and into the air, and lost your first habitations of tender- 
ness and compassion ; for every birth knows its own, and is grieved when 
its own, is judged, and that will, never love plain dealing and righteous 
judgment, which are honest and time H^ut will have the false prophet's 
cushion ajid pillow; and can neither endure sound doctrine nor ju^- 
ment. And therefore mind your first habitation and first love, and that 
which did convince yov, that yoa may all come into life and pow^r, to 
sit down in the habitation of it, in lov^ and life, and unity, an4 le( there 
not be a backbiter nor slanderous tongue^ nor liar, nor whisperer^ re- 
proacher, nor a busy-body found amongst you; for if there be, it vrill 
leaven one another, and bring darkness and death upon you. 

Therefore, as I said before, dweU in the power of God, in which you 
may keep unity, life, love, and peace; and in which power of Grod you 
may be drawn up out of satan^s power, into the power of God, in which 
is my life^ and in it is niy habitation and d\yelling, where IJbrnow the 
unqpotted garment hid from all the unclean beasts* tongues, lips^ hands, 
and eyes ; and blessed are all you that keep in the power, and haye 
kept your first habitation ; for you grow up as calves in the stall; and 
such gad not abroad to change their ways; Jfbr the birth of the flesh 
would have some outw;ard thing to feed upon, but the birth of the spi- 
rit reigns over it, farewell. . , . G; F* 

Lancaster prison, the Otth da]/. 

ocxxix. 

Friend8,r-Let not your knowledge be after the flesh, but in. the spi- 
rit. Let^ot your fellowship be in the flesh, but let it be in the jspirit, 
and in the gospel. Let not your afiectjons i^ in the fle8h,.apd on things 
below, but let them be set on things that are above, and bnthings:tbat 
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are heavily, above the things below. Let not your souls be subject 

to the lower power of darkness which is out of the truth, lest you bri^g 
destruction upon your own selves^, but let your souls be subject to the 
h%her power, that is above the lower power of darkness. Let your 
acquaintance and familiarity be in the spirit, over that which would 
ensnare 6t entangle you, and bring- you into bondage. Let all your 
minds be heav^y, and not earthly. Let all your minds be spiritual, 
and kept above .all that which is carnal ; then they are kept out of 
death, in- life, and in peace. « For the invisible is above all. the visible, 
and Oke immortal is above the mortal, and the eternal is above the ex- 
ternal, and the incorruptible is above the corruptible. As life is above 
death, and truth is above error and falsehood, and light is above dark> 
Dess, and righteousness is above unrighteousness, so the godly are above 
the ungodly, aud the holy above the profane, the just are above the 
unjust, and the true prophets, and the true ministers or preachen, and 
apostles, and the true disciples are above all the false. And the true 
CSirist is above *all the antichrists, and God is above the devil, and vir- 
tue is kbove vice, and the true worship in the spirit and in the truth is 
above the false, which is out of the spirit and the truth, and the true 
belief and faith and hope are above the false belief, which is unbelief^ 
and the liv^ faith is above the dead faith, and the hope that is the 
anchor, both sure and stead&st, anchors the sOul in the great sea, the 
world, when the leviathan maketh a storm, among the tongues, pepples, 
nations^ and languages, which ar$ as waters ; then the true hope stand- 
eth and stayeth,'and is sure and steadfast, and keeps the soul up to God, 
atop of the sea, when the false holpe^of the hypocrite sinks therein, 
' which are the Waters, and it goes over them, and in it they are -swal- 
lowed up* The unity in the spirit is the bond of the Prince of princes' 
peace, and the fellowship in the gospel, and the liberty in it is a per- 
fect pne, above the imperfect, wheihe is bondage. 

. • « . G. F. 

Friends,— Stand still and see, be still and hear, sit at Jeisus' feet, and 
choose the better thing; to do the work of God is to believe in his son 
Jesus Christ the light ; and your hope and faith are to stand in God, and 
in his son, walk by that faith which he is the author of, and walk in 
the Kght, and walk in the spirit. As every* one hath received Christ, 
so walk in him, and so serve God in the spirit, and worship him in the 
spirit and in the truth ; for God is not worshipped out of the spirit and 
truth. The babes' milk is ftom the word, and their bread is from 
above, and ther^ is ho true religion but what is pttre from above ; and 
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the stayed, patient people abide in their own house, but the whof e is 
gadding abroad; and there is no true church but whefe Chri^ exer- 
cises his offices in and amongst them, and they are asking their husband 
at home, and be is their head, and the true marriage to Christ the 
heavenly man is ^itn^ed by such as are flesh of his flesh, and bone of 
his bone; none come to be children of the light but such as believe in 
the light ; no sons of God, but by receiving Christt and 1^ being led by 
his spirit ; no coming into all truth, but by being led -by. the spirit of 
truth ; no ruhning the true race in the straight way to get to theglo* 
rioiis crown, but with patience ; no purifying, but by coming to Ghrist, 
the hope of glory, the purifier ; and no overcoming, but by believing in 
Christ the light, and he that doth so is born of God. And there is no 
true witness within but the light, the life, and spirit of Christ, the true 
record ; no true faith but that which Christ is the author of, which giv- 
eth victory; no true anchor to the immortal soul but by Christ, the 
hope of glory. So by hope you are saved ; no true liberty but in 
Christ, and in his law of the spirit of life, and in bis gospel ; no true 
knowledge of God, but by his light and spirit in the heart; no salva- 
tion, but by the name of Jesus; no true praying, btit in .the spirit; no 
true singing, but in the Spirit ; no true fast, but that Which breaks the 
bond of iniquity; no true fellowship, but in the pure faith, light, spirit, 
and gospel of God and Christ ; no true foundation, but Christ, to build 
upon; no true way, but Christ; no true seed, but what Christ hath 
sown m the heart; ho true rest, but in Christ; no true peaces but in 
Christ; no true service to God and Christ, but in the newness of life; 
no knowing the things of God; but by the spirit of God; no knowing 
the son nor the Father, but by the revelation of the holy spirit; -no 
l^nowing the scriptures, but by the same holy ghost that moved the 
holy men to give them forth ; no calling Jesus, Lord, but by the hoVy 
ghost, by which he was conceived; no grafting into Christ, but by>be- 
lieving in the light, which is called the light in men, and the life in 
him; no true wisdom, but from above; and no true receiving it, but in 
the fear of the Lord ; and no true understanding of spiritual hings, but 
what Christ gives ; no divine reason, but in the faith that Christ is the 
author of, which giveth victory over that which is unreasonable, and 
separates from God; andjno true love to God, biit what he sheddeth 
abroad in the heart; and to know a fellowship with Christ in his death 
and sufferings, is above the fellowship of bread and wine, which will 
have an end ; but the fellowship in the gospel'and holy spirit hath no 
end. G. P. 
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My dear friends^-^Be faithful to the Lord God every one, in the truth 
and power of (Sod, and his righteousness, that it may flow over all, and 
walk and live in it, that to the Lord God you may be a good savour, 
and a blessing in your generation. Look over all sufferings, and that 
which makes you to suffer. Dwell in the rock, which is above all 
storms and tempests; for now is the trial of your faith, now is the trial 
of your meetings, (who are g^,thered in the name of Jesus,) by them 
that are gathered in the name of Adam in the fall ; now is the trial of 
your worship^ which js in the, spirit and truth, by such as worship out 
of the spirit and truth. And now is the trial of your fellowship in the 
gospel, the power of God, by such whose fellowshijp lies in outward 
things; now is the trial of your church, which is in Grod, by those that. 
have their church in the fall, unsanctified ; and now is the trial of your 
fieuth, and your gospel fellowship in it, which is a mystery, and Christ 
the second Adsim is a mysteiy to fallen Adam, and truth.is a mystery 
to' ail them that are out of it, and^the light is a mystery to all the build- 
ers and stumblers at it, and haters of it ; and godliness is a mystery to 
all theui^odly. Therefore may you praise the Lord, and bless his 
name, who hath revealed these mysteries ta you in- the day of triaJ^ by 
which you may withstand the day of darkness, and the hour of it. For 
those that have oil in their lamps enter in with the bridegroom, who 
have heard his voice at midnight And so happy and* blessed are all 
you that Wve laid up in store against this day, and the time that is now 
come, whoee bread fails not, nor water, and have found the landmark 
of your everlasting porti^i and inheritance in the kingdom, where no^^ 
thbg that defiles can enter. And therefore be valiant for the truth 
upon the earth, and fear no amazement, but fear the Lord, who up- 
holds all things by hi& word and power, in whom is all your fresh springs 
of life. Live and walk in the second Adam, the Lord from heaven ; 
and all keep out of Adam in the fall, that is earthly, th^t you may sit 
down in the heavenly places in Christ Jesu3» that never fell, who is your 
life, who is your peace and salvation, who redeems you from the earth, 
that you may reign upon the earth, who makes you kings and priests 
to God; and blessed be the Lord for ever, who reigns, and lives, and 
rules amongst his flocks aAd assemblies, gardens, plants, vineyards, 
babes, children, sons and daughtei^, servants and prophets, watering 
them with the water of life, giving the increase of life to ^hem ; glory 
and praise be to his name for. ever. And God accepts you in his ^<hi, 
the second Adam, the se^ Christ Jesus, who reigns. But God is dis- 
pleased with people as they are in Adand in the fall, as they are out of 
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Cbtist. And sain him be faithful, who is your crown, let no man take 
your crown ffom you. Yea, I say, be faithful to him who was the 
< Lamb slain from the foundation of the world,' who reigns and sits 
down at the right hand of God, till all his enemies be made bis foot- 
stool; be who was glorified with the Father before the world began, 
alt down in him, the amen and faithful witness. G. F. 

IM VitBgo among Frimdi^and dwell in peace and hoef/orbearing one anoOier^ and 
90 fulfil the la/ie of Christ, 

From Lancaster Castle^ the 1st months 1664* 

■ 

CCXXXIL — Two General Epistles to be read in all the congrega- 
turns qf the righteous^ who are gathered out cfthe house of Adam 
in the fall^ into the house qf Christ that never felly to be^read 
amongst them. 

All Friends every where, who are gathered in the name of Jesus 
Christ, that never fell nor changed, yea, into him that never fell being 
gathered ye will see over all. the gatherings of Adam and. Eve in the 
fall, from the gardenof God, and the Uessed state, and from the image 
of God[, and the righteoiasness, and the holiness that he was in before he 
fell ; wherein all iis in the confusion in the fall. The sons and daughters 
of Adam are broken into the mairf gatherings, being in the fall from 
righteousness, and holiness, and the image of God, and the blessed state 
that they were in before they fell ; and so are from the witness of God, 
the.spirit and the light in their own particulars. .And so as Jacob's 
prophecy was on his death-bed to his sons, how that the gathering, of 
all nations should be unto Shiloh, .unto Christ Jesus, (mark,) to Chrbt 
Jesus that n^ver fell, who was with the Fa&er before the world be- 
gan, in whom is the light, life, and peace, and rest in this gathering, 
and so the gathering is out of Adam in, the fall, up into Christ, that 
never fell, and in him are safety and peace ; and in this gathering you 
have every one a river, yea, of living water, in your own bellies, which 
river comes from the fountain ; for all nations are blessed in him, Ouist 
Jesus that takes away the curse thatJstood over all nations, and de- 
stroy the devil the author of it ; and spreads over the blessing again, 
and all are blessed in him, and therefore, bless, and curse not And s^ll 
they that are saved walk in the light of the L9,mb, and so come to 
the holy city, that comes down from God out of heaven, into which 
there is no' unclean thing enters; in which city there is no ne^d of the 
sun nor moon, the Lord God and the Lamb is the light thereof* Of this 
city, which fences out all. bad, and unclean, and. unrighteous, and the 
adulterer, and idolater, and the liar; and the power of the Lord God 
goes over all the. bad ; and they that come into this city ajre saved, (as 
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I said before,) and walk in the light of the Lamb. And therefore, 
friends, all know the blessed truth, which the devil is out of, which 
truth makes you blessed, through which you come every one to have a 
crown, and so to feed upon the tree of life, through which you come to 
live for. ever ; the leaves of which heal the wounded nations^ So you 
that have bought the truth, sell it not for trifles, neither give it nor 
leave it; for that which the tempter will tempt you unto is out of the 
truth, to outward things; but consider all the faithful all along hoiV 
they suflered, and by whom, and for what, in aU ages since the fall, 
from the foundation df the world, sindethe Lamb hath been slain; not 
joining to men in any thing which the ^ons of.Adam have invented and 
set up, the son&of God nor the faithful could not join to. They followed 
the Lord, his* counsel, and his word and promises, and went through 
the great tribulations to the rest, as pilgrims and strangers to all the 
sons of Adam's evil ways, retigionsi, and worships ; them that were in 
the. worship of God^and in the way of God, Christ Jesus that nev^r 
fell, saw over them all. 

'And take heed pf the rough garments, and* rough spirit of Bsau's 
rough nature^ but mind the plain Jacob, that supplants rough. Esau v 
and mind the constant truth, and take heed of the inconstant, andsueh 
as are given to changing, which the son gives not himself unto, for he 
ends the changings, the ^n Christ doth that never changes, and ais 
every one hath received him, so walk in bkn that never changes ; walk 
not in the traditions of the Jews that xhanged, nor the Gentiles, nor the 
apostate christians, but in him (as I said before, Christ Jesus,) thiat 
never changed, and the way, that never fell, nor never changed, nor 
never will change ; and then you will see over all the ways of the 
priests, the shepherds, the. prophets, and the teachers oT Adam and 
Eve's sons and daughters in the fall, that do change, and do fall and 
stumble, and are turned by every wind, you hieing in Christ Jesus that 
never fell nor never changed, in whom you have life, and peace, and 
rest For to preach Christ the way, the prophet, priest, and shepherd, 
that never fell, and people to receive him, they come out of all them 
that do fall, both prophets, and shepherds, and priests' ways; and 
thisia opposite to them all, in which they took c6unsel against them 
that pireached Christ the word, which was in the beginning before the 
Jews' ways and traditions were, or the Gentiles', or the apostate chris- 
tians', and he will be when they are gone. So to preach Christ, is not 
to preach up the Jews' traditions, nor the Gentiles', nor the apostate 
christians', nor to follow the traditions of their forefatthers, but to follow 
the word; neither receive them, nor them that preach them, and to fol- 
low that which lives, and endur^, and remakss for .ever. And this is 
the word that makes the Jews to grieve, and the Gentiles, and the 
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apostate christians, to preach the word whici) was before tbdr tradi- 
tions were, and their inventions ; aqd this ia the word which makes 
wise men and wise women ; and the word is the seed, whkh seed is 
sown in the field, and the field is the world* and there is stony, thorny, 
and highway ground, and good ground ; and so this is universal doctrine, 
the universal seed hits the stony, thorny, and highway .ground, and ^Ik 
upon all, only it is the good ground that brings forth fifty, sixty, or a 
hundred fold increase. And such as are the highway ground, they are so 
full of the fowls, and of the air, that it takes it away; and such as are 
sown among thorns, they are so full of' the cares of the world, and the 
deceit fulness of richness, that the thorns choke it, and the cares of the 
world; they are such stony hearts that the seed hath not much earth, 
that when trial^and persecutions come with their heats, it* is scorched by 
the heat of the sun. And therefore be ye all warned of these natures, 
both of the stony, and of the thorny, and of the highway ground, and 
of the fowls, and of the air. 

Audi friends, keep down feigned flattery. Keep in the truth, that 
brings to plain-heartedness, that all may b^ th^ good ground, that you 
may abound in goodne9s,and righteousness, and. holiness, for peace is 
sown to the righteous, and gladness to the upright in heart; atid, see 
.that you walk in the. light, and the life, that it may be your life, that 
you may have treasure in your vessels^ that you may enter in with the 
bridegroom, having the oil in your owa lamps, that you may inherit 
the life, that is above all the foolish talkers which be. out of the peace, 
(the second Adam,) in whom the peace is, and the life; ,for they th^t 
be in strife about the body of Christ, are in Adam in the fall, and they 
are neither at peace in themselves with God, nor Christ, nor them that 
are in Christ; so whatever men or .people profess^ their end manifests 
them, and, crowns them with death, or life. 

So, live in the word, which all ends in the seed ; this keeps oyer all 
pretences in the substance, and overthe airy spirits that ar^ out of the 
life, running up and down sowing dissention, tattling, and backbiting, 
and whispering, and setting one against another.. 

The seed Christ is over that spirit, and he hath little room in their 
hearts, for they are abroad in the fields, lifting up themselves higher 
than the world, but are worse to deceive the simple. But truth, and 
the light, and the life is over all that, in which all keep your habitation ; 
for Adq,m lost his habitation, and so his sons and daughters, who are in 
the disobedience, are in the fall ; and the Jews lost their habitation from 
the love of God, and so they lost their authority, and were mingled 
among the heathen. And the apostate, christians lost their habitation 
from the life and power that the s^po^tles were in. And so have brought 
all Christendom into heaps and sects about outward things, being out of 
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the life and word, which was inthe beginning before the apostacy and 
the fall were. SoHve iii the word, in that you have life, and d^miinion, 
and authority over all that which Adam and Eve's dons and daughters 
invented ; and also over all in the fall. In ^vhich word you have wis- 
dom, as I said before, and there is a faithful witness, Christ, whose nanie 
is called the word, and he is the first and the last, the beginning apd the 
ending,, the amen. . . 

And, friendis, 6eep over all the bustlings, and wars, and strife, and 
the talkers of such things among the sons of Adam in the fall; you that 
be in Christ Jesus thai never fell, in wfaoih is the pe^ce, wfap makes 
the. first Adam's sons and daughters to break their swords into plough* 
shares, and their spears into pruning hooks, that they shall not learn 
war any more ; for they that be there, are in the focdish state, but they 
that are in Christ are in the wise state, and have spiritual weapons^ 
thoUgh accounted by the world foolish ; yea, the wisdom of God is so to 
the wisdom of the wcnrld, which- is foolishness. And so you that the 
Lord hath blessed in outward things for his truth, keep over them and 
out of them, serving the Lord who hath blessed you, lest you be entrni- 
gled. So i^keep above them in the righteous life and conversation, 
that righteousness may flow to all men in, all things; honesty and 
truth, and that which doth justice, a[nd doing justly, that may flourish ; 
for whose conversation is ordered aright, they shall see the salvation of 
6od; keep out of all heats and passions, and over the tempestuous 
spirits, the ground x»f which is uncleanness, all which are up and down,, 
and sudden ; which makes a mountain of wickedness and unhoUness ; 
and keeps out of the holy mountain, which they that walk in the 
light' of the Lord go to, and they are taught his ways. 

Take heed of a false Kberty in any thing to the flesh, but keep your 
first love and habitation in the power and truth of God; for the lowly 
mind, the humble, and -meek, and broken, and contrite spirit and heart 
the Lord doth not despise, but exalt. 

Keep out of the many words of the worid, and take beedof a liberty 
of going into them, but keep in the poWer of the Lord God; over ally 
which was before all, and is over d.11, that your lives and conversations 
may preach to atU men, and adorn the truth of God, and speak in the 
hearts of all men. 

Forsake not this assembling of yourselves together as the manner of 
some was in the beginning of the apostacy, which entered into the rea- 
soning part, and so went from the exhorting daily, and the building, 
and the fellowship, and the communion of the saints in the spirit, and 
from the flocks, and the garden of God, which he vraters with his water 
of life, and feeds with his bread of life ; and sets open his broad rivers 
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oS liviog water ta drink. A&d such as forsake tbe aasemUies of the 
righteous ; some for fear of the earth and so fferings, become quarreUing 
fl|Mrits, aed BO go out of the path of the flock's footsteps, and sit not down 
with the flock at noon-day, in the heavenly pkces in Christ Jesus ; for 
there the flocks meet, and th^*e they have ail a fountahi, through which 
they are all of one soul, and mind, and judgment, and heart, andfifttrit, 
and come to be gatheredout of all the separations, and sects, and fellow-, 
ships, and gatherings, and meetings of Adam and Eve in the fall, and 
sit down in Chcist Jesus that never fell, where the fulness is and the 
Ufe ; in whom there is no shadow, no variableness, nor turning, m him 
that is the way. But, Oh ! the poverty, the shadows, the variaUeness, 
tbe turnings, the worships^ and traditions^ and the sects that are in the 
worM among the sons of Adam in the &11! Oh I tbe riches that are in him 
that never fell, tbe peace and the life that was with the Father before 
the world b^an, the amen» 

And, friends, take heed of the vain inventbas and arts of the world, 
keep <^t of their rhymes and their verses, for they are the arts of men 
and stir ^p the light part, and lift up that that pertains to itself, that 
ift stirred up that will turn in the end to the strife, or the earth. But 
you that Uve in the word of Ccod that never fell, qhanges, nor alters, 
do not, but as yo|i ace moved by it, and that will stand and remain ; in 
whom you may know a dwelling, life over death, and before it was ; for 
the serpent that got into Adam and Eve by disobedience, they had 
domiiii<m oyer all things that God had nuide; yea, over the serpent: 
and he came and told her, ' they sheqld be as gods,* if they would eat 
of the fruit that was forbidden;' and they thought to have been as 
gods, and to be made wise^ but the devil came to be god, and they 
came to be slaves. And so he got into Adam's heart, and Eve's heart, 
through their disobedience,, through which they lost their dominion, 
and the serpent came to be god of the world, th^ deceiver. Now saith 
the Lord to the serpent, < Upon- thy belly ahalt thou go, and dust shall 
be thy meat all the days of thy life.' So you may «ee how the serpent 
got into Adam and Eve by disobedience. 

Secondly. He ruleth in all Adam's .son&' and daughters' hearts that 
ave disobedient to the light, the truth, the power of God in themselves, 
and he darkens their hearts and mjnds, and makes them envious ; and 
from him they have their devilish earthly wisdom, and all their invented 
' arts and ways that are bad, tb^t keep up> apd stir up tl^ fallen nature 
tiiat is sometinies puffed up, and sometimes down, tlnrough which die 
earth is brought out of its course, and the bonds of civility brok^. So 
here he thfit rules in the disobedient, and got into Adam and Eve's 
heart by disobedience, which is called the god of the world, whose 
meat is dust, goes upon his belly : now if this ruler, and this governor 



1664] 251 . 

of the hearts of such as are disobedient, who is called the prince bf^ the 
air, -and S6 Tehirk th^n> up into the air, who got into Adam and Eve^ 
heart by disobedience, and f ales in his sons' and daughters' hearts hy 
^sobedience, if he goes upon bis belly, how go they tliat he rules? Bet- 
ter than the ruler, think you 7 Must the ruled go better than the 
ruler? 

Thirdly. If this ruler's meat be dust, that rules in the hearts of the 
disobedient; which got into Adam and Eve's heart by disobedience, what 
feed the ruled upon then, if the ruler's' meal be dust ? for, can any feed 
upon life, but they that cotne to the light, and life, and truth in theit* 
own hearts; by whieh truth they tome to see how he got iti by dis- 
obedience, and how he rules the disobedient. Now, do you think thaLt 
the devil would have any man 6r woman, or his messengers onapostles, 
to obey the truth and light in themselves? then how can he rule in 
their hearts, unless they went out of the triith? The devil, the serpent, 
got into their hearts by disobedience, and rule* the disobedient; and 
therefore it is not like that the devili or his messengers, or prq>hets, 
or apostles, would have any man or woman to .obey the light, the truth 
in their own hearts; fdr> if they obey the light, the truth. Which the 
devil is out of, and abide just; by this they come to go upright, from 
under the slavery of him which upon his belly goes; they come to feed 
upon the life, Christ, which was with the Father before the world b^- 
gan ; not upon the dust, which he feeds upon, which is out of the truth ; 
and they that he rules, are out of the truth. So it is no strange thing 
for him and his messengers to speak against the light in the heart, for 
*" he hath made the wot*id like a wilderness, all wild and rough ; he that 
got in by disobedience, and rules in the disobedient, it is Hot ^ike that 
he would have- people to obey the light nor life within them; he that 
is out of truth, who got into Adain and EVe* by disobedience, rules 
in all them that are disobedient, goings roaring up and d&wn, seeking 
whom he may devour. And so Adam came to be lost, and the Lamb 
came to he slain, fron3 the foundation of the world ; and therefore comes 
Christ, the first and the last, to destroy the devil and his works in men's 
hearts, and sanctifies' them by his blood, his life, which was the sacri- 
iSce for the sins of the whole world, and destroys the devil and his works, 
through death; and him that hath the power of dearth', and sanctifies 
and washes men and women, and presents them back again toOod 
perfect. But the devil would not have men and womeii to own perfec- 
tion, who hath made them imperfect, nor his messengers; but it is. 
Qirist that destroys. him and bis works, and saith, *Be perfect,' and 
presents me'n and women perfect to God out 'of the fall, up to Adam 
before he fell ; And not only there, but up ib himself that never fell> tlie 
royal seed. ' And in him keep your meetings, and dw.ell in peace a^id 
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love, that the fruits of the spirit, may abound among you ; for the fruits 
of the flesh are in the fall, vvhere the spirit is grieved; for ^here they 
be out of the quietness/ and out of the rest and peace. Therefore in 
Christy that never fell, 4:he peace, and rest, and light, and life, and the 
power and truth, live ; and God is well pleased, arid doth accept you 
in his son, Christ Jesus, in the seed, iii the light, in the truth, in the 
power of God, in the righteousness, and in the wisdom; but God doth 
not accept theiki nor you,, as they and you be in Adam in the fall, in 
their own righteousness, in their own wisdom, out o[ the light, out of 
the truth, out of the life, and not living in it in themselves. And so Grod 
doth-accept you in Christ the second Adam, that never fell, and is well 
pleased, with you in Christ the second Adam, that righteousness which 
was before Adam was^ is in Christ that never fell, as you come out of 
Adam in the fall, and live in Christ Jesus thai never fell. And so C%irist 
comes to be manifest in people'^ hearts, and the son to be revealed, 
who casts out the strong man, which hath kept .the house, and spoils 
'his goods, who got into Adam and Eve by disobedience, and rules in the 
hearts of Adam and Eve's sons and daughters, who are in disobedience. 
And so Christ the second Adam must rule in people's hearts, who are 
in Ae obedience, as he doth in all that have power, and enjoy life. 

' Apd so be valiant and faithful for the truth upon the earth, serving 
the Lord in a new life, that is in Christ Jesus that never fell, out of the 
old life of Adam in ^he fall ; for the old life is in Adam in the fall, where 
the spirit is grieved ; and the new life is in Adam that never fell, who 
was born in Bethlehem. Beth:\& a house, and lathem is bread, where 
the fulness is, who will dry up the river Euphrates with its froth, which 
hath run so up and down among the sons of Adam ; that people may 
drink at him the fountain, the water of life, through whom you come 
to know the mighty God of heaven :a:nd earth, the upholder of all things, 
and creator of all things, to hi§ glory and honour, being in Christ Jesujs» 
by whom were all things, who is the top and corna:*stone, in whom 
you all have life; in him live: and so farewellf that you may have the 
blessings of the Lord come upon you. 

. And, dear friends, keep your hands, tongues, feet, bodies, and hearts 
clean and open, out of all pollutions and uncleanness ; for blessed are all 
you whose feet are guided in the way of peace, which , is in the way 
of righteousness, tiirough which the immortal life is lived in.- And 
light words and jesting all avoid, and fables, and foolish talk; but live 
in the power of the Lord that is over all,- through which you fol- 
low godliness and holiness, without which none^hall see -the Lord 
God. • . 

• And blessed be God the Father, who hath set Christ oyer all, who is 
the first and the last, the beginiiing and the end, God's faithful and true 
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witness, the amen; in hka have you the book opened, and in him you 
see all things unsealed, in him manifest in you, who is your life, who 
was with the Father before the world began, the amen. 

For in this night of apo^tacy from the spirit and power that the aposr 
ties were in, hath all thii^s been sealed. up, and no man could open; 
but now is the lamb come again, that.op^ns the sealed book. And all 
Friends, keep out of all the vain fashions of the world, and over th^^t 
unchaste spirit that invents new famous daily, both in apparel and 
diet. Therefore keep chaste .in the power of God over them all, that 
your lives and conversations may judge them in such things, who devour 
those things upon their lusts, which God hath given to the service of 
man. » G. F.. 



CCXXXllL—7%e second epistk. 

Friends, this is. the day of the trial of your. faith, and therefore be 
faithful; for the faith' is k by which you have victory and access to 
God; by faith all the fiery darts of satan are quenched^ and by faith 
the mountains kre subdued and removed ; and in this faith all your sacri- 
fices are accepted of God, and that gives you victory .and access to God; 
and in this faith you please God, and that ^ves you victory over that 
which d]spleased*him ; and in this faith you have all unity, which is the 
faith of God's elect; the one faith, which keeps you in the oneness, and 
all thesacrifieers^ and wcMrshipgers, and religions that are not in this faith, 
BJte not one, their, sacri^ces nor ofierings God hath no respect to, but 
they are like Cain's, that went from the presence of God, and persecuted 
about his religion, who built a city in the land of Nod, which signifies, 
wandering to and fro, and unsettled, and tossings to and fro, up and 
down. And this is the city that all that persecute ^ about religion live 
in, the land of Nod, tosdngs, wandering^ to and fro ; let them be of what 
profession or religion soever, heathen, Jew, or Christian, if they be per- 
secutors aboiit.religicm with carnal weapons, they are in Cain's land of 
Nod, wandering out of the faith of Abe), of the elect; in which faith 
God accepts the sacrifice, and these are in the land of the living ; but 
Cain's land of Nod, wjiere the envious. ones are persecuting others 
about .religion, in that land-God lias respect to none of their sacri- 
fices nor religions. The outward Jews had outward weapons to hold up 
their outward services, for which they had a command from God ; but 
the .heathens had no. command from God to hold up their inventions; 
and Christ Jesus came to end the Jews' law and commandments, that 
held up their outward services,; together with their outward weapons, 
aind all outward tlungs. . And be who is the substance reigns, for all 
the types, and figures^ and shadows wer^ given to man, after man fell, 
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but Christ* that comes to redeem man oat of the fall, to the stat^ 
tkat be was in bejEioire be fell, ends them all, and io him tb^e is no sha- 
dow. So he sets up a' spiritual ministry, and spiritual worship, and a 
spiritual fellowship, and a clmrch that is without spot or wrinkle, and a 
religion that is pure from above ; and this religion is ruled with spirit- 
ual weapons. And now, Orieuds, here you may discern what is set up 
by Christ and his spirit, and what is set . up by man. For Christ who 
ended th^ Jews' laws and commandment, who preached, and taught his 
disciples who were to go into all nations to pre9,cb the gospel, to gather 
people unto him, and to establish churches ; he gave forth no command 
nor order, that those that would not hear them, nor reiceive them, 
his law, his commandment, his doctrihe,\«hould be persecuted, im- 
prisoned, or banished ; though he suffered, and ^yas. blasphemed, and 
persecuted, and his apostles, for publishing forth the truth ; and he re- 
buked them that would have had men's lives destroyed, and said, that 
l)e came.to save men's lives. ' And the apostles, and the true church in 
the primitive times, before the apo6tacy,-that were in the spirit of 
CKrist Jesus, walked in the doctrine of Christ, and his commands, and 
did not persecute any about religion, hor imprison among themselved,* 
nor others about religion, though they had ordinances and commands 
amongst them for the utmost ; and if they rejected the cliurches coun- 
sel, they were to be left as heathen, which was the utmost penalty. And 
so here you may see, the spirit of Christ -did not persecute any for not 
observing that which it gave ford) and setup, which it receivedfrbm God; 
Now here is a di&tinction betwixt the spirit of Christ, and the spirit of 
fallen men ; for that which man's fallen spirit sets up, which he hath in- 
vented, if others will not fall down to it, and wcarsfaip it, he persecutes 
them. This is the practice of the heathen and Jews, that transgressed 
the law of God, and followed their inventions,, who persecuted the pro- 
phets, and killed the just one. And this is the practice of the spirit^ 
all the apostatized christians from the primitive spirit which was 
among the chri&tians, which was the spirit of Qirist. So that spirit thatt 
does set up ordinances commandments, ways, ireltgiens^ worships, and 
persecute others because they will not observe them ; this is the i^rit 
of the world, that lusts to envy, a^bd not the Sfwrit of Christ. And also 
those are the works of men which they persecute about, and not the 
works of Christ, which neither he nor his apostles persecuted about 
And so here is a clear distinction to you, that yoii may know what leads 
to the spirit of Christ, and what lusts to the spirit of envy ; for the spi- 
rit oi Christ, does not persecute any that do not receive that which 
be s^ts up; but tlie spirit of the world doth persecute them that will 
not receive that which it; sets up. And in this you may try both fruits 
and spirits (as the rod of Moses devoured up all the magician's serpents) 
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V 

of the lying signg and wcmdera; so shall the rod of Christ, who has all 
the power in heaven and earth given unto him, who will rule all Tia- 
tions with his rod of iron. tJhrist's rod shall and will devour all th6 ser- 
pents and lying wonders of the spiritual Egypt and Sodom, yea, and all 
the serpents that be in all nations; for all nations are to be ruled by it. 
And Moses' song was suiag when his rod had devoured the serpents, and 
the outward Egyptians in the sea^ so the lamb's song shall be known, 
as all the' spiritual l^yptians' serpents are devoured by Christ's rod; 
and the spiritual Egyptians being overthrown in the seia, the Jews in 
spirit shall rejoice and sing the song of the lamb. The abomination that 
made desolation, that is spoken of by Daniel the prophet, which should 
come in after the daily sacrifice was taken way, and should continue 
C9ie thousand two hundred and ninety days ; this abomination hath made 
desolate from the truth, light, life, andthe power of Ood, true religion, and 
true worship, and true church and felbwship* So the beast that John 
saw and speaks i3X9 which must continue forty-two months, and the 
whore, the false churchy upon the beast ; which beast should be worship- 
ped forty-two months ; the time of his continuing ; and the whore should 
sit in her scarlet, the false church upcm the beast.' ' The true church 
this time has been in the wilderness a thousand two hundred and three- 
sGi»re days; which is now come out again, and the man child is come 
dowh from heaven to rule all with his rod of iron, and the krhb and the 
saints shall haVe the victory, who make war in righteousness, and are 
going on conquering and io conquer. And so you followers of the lamb 
be fitiflifiil and valiant for the truth upon the earth, and heed not your 
native soil, but mind the birth that is born and brought forth from the 
womb of eternity, that separates you from your mother's womb, by 
which you believe in Gpd^ and fear not man, what he can do unto you ; 
neither look at the bills for salvation, for the Lord can make the rocks 
a standing pool, and the mount^iins streams. And therefore dwell in 
the power of God» which was before the fall of man was; whose fallen 
spirit persecutes thkise who are come to taste of the power of Christ's 
resurrection ' and life, and in this power of God you will not be weary 
nor faint, vdiich was before the fallen Spirit was that doth assault you» 
And in this power you will have stability, content, comfort, joy, and 
peace. And keep over that spirit, ^et it not have power over you, that 
may receive the truth in a notion, and may be a little civilized by it, 
that k ready to join with every gainsaying core, and is ready to wan- 
der after every strange thing that is new, and so will follow strange 
flesh, who are uncleansed by the power of truth, and unestablished in 
it ; and such often have their religion to seek, that live in questionings 
and disputings in 'Carnal reasons, out of the power of God, in which is 
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the fellowship, the one thing, which is'Chrisi the substance, in which all 
stability is felt^ which has little room in such hearts. Q. F. 

OCXXXIV; 

All you prisoners of the Lord for his truth's sake, and for keeping 
the testiitiony of Jesus Christ, against all the evil inventions, traditions^ 
rudiments, wiU-worships, feigned humilities, and self-righteousness of 
them that be in the falU who are out of God's power and righteousness, 
who have no weapons but carnal,, like themselves cainal. Your 
patience must overcome all these rough and hasty spirits in the world, 
and your loye must bear all things; for patience obtaips the crown 
which is immortal, which runs the* race. So it is the Lamb must have 
the victory over all the tmclean airy spirits, and over him that is out 
of the truth. So, be meek and low, then you follow the example of 
Christ, and. come to bear the image of the just, /Who suffered by the 
unjust; and put on his righteouffliess, who suffered by the unrighteous; 
whose back was. struck, and his hair was plucked ofl^and face was spit 
upon, and yet cried, * Father forjgiv^ them.' Here he kept his. domi- 
nion, a sufferer who had the victorv, which the followers of the lamb do 
in measure attain unto. So put on courage, put on patience. Let 
your loyalty be known ; for your Idng that hath conquered the devil, 
death, and hell, in v^alking in righteousness, peace, and truth, feeing 
the power of God, teaching every one of you whete w'iwrds are 
not uttered. And let your faith be i& the power that g6es through all 
things, and 6ver all things, and every one hearken to it. So the power 
of the mighty God know, (the arm,) and how it works, and the hand 
how it carries you, which brings out of tribulation, and thraldom, and 
spiritual Egypt, into peace. And this is the power of God, in which 
you feel to before enmity was, and be at p^ace one with anotl^er, then 
you live in the prinde of peace's kingdom, and' dominion, and life; in 
which is unity, which was before enmity was, which destroys it. And 
so in the power of the Lord God you are made strong, which goes over 
the power of daikness, and was before it was, which is out of the power 
ofG^d. And all people that are from the witiiess of God in their own 
particulars, they are all weak and feeble, and stagger. All men and 
woman's strength is in the power of God ; that goes over the power of 
darkness. So feel all this to go through ^1, and over all, preaching 
and working in you ; and let the ear be lent to it« and hearken to it in 
one another, r And by it feel the seed raised up in one another, which 
is heir of the pother, that you may know each your portion. For all 
people that be from the witness of God in their own; particulars, that 
are- erred from it, and hate the Jight ;they ar6 fullofdarkness, sin, and 
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iniquity. Inspiration and revelation, while their minds are erred from 
the spirit of God in themselves, are hid from them. So when their minds 
are turned with the light and spirit of God, towards God, then with it 
they shall know something of revelation and inspiration ; as they are 
turned with that of God from the evil, and emptied of that, then there 
will he some room in them for something of God to be revealed and 
inspired into them. And therefore in that, they will have prophecies, 
and seeing things to come ; being turned from the evil that hath dark- 
ened them, and separated them from God ; in which they will see the 
covenant, through which they will come to have peace with God. 

G. F. 

CCXXXV. 

Friends, — ^You who now come to suffer by a land flood, keep on the 
rock, for there is safety, though a storm be in the sea, and the flood 
be great, and the winds great, and the way rough and crooked, the 
seed Christ can make all plain. And so think not the winter and cold 
weather, nor the night, long ; for the lilies do grow, and the gardens 
do give a good smell ; and there is a difference between the carnal mind 
and a spiritual, and the meetings of Adam in the fall, and them that 
be gathered into Christ the resurrection, and the life, and power, and 
spirit. And the sun shines, and the light is clear, and not dim, that 
you may see your way, and life, though there is a storm and tempest 
in the sea. And so mind the summer, and singing of birds ; and not the 
winter and night, in which evil beasts do yell. And so blessed and happy 
are you that have the oil in your lamps, and have risen at the voice of 
the bridegroom, and have laid up in store against this day that is come ; 
which, now all the rich in profession, who thought they had something, 
are come to poverty, your old opposers. And the rock remaineth. And 
therefore all, and every one, from the highest to the lowest, let none 
take your crown, but be faithful, for the Lord's ears are open to the 
cries of his oppressed and afflicted ones; he heareth the groans and 
cries, day and night, of them. And the Lord's eye is open, and he sees 
all the actions of men, and times and seasons are in his hands, who is 
King of kings and Lord of lords; the strong and all sufficient, omnipo- 
tent God, Ehhdy^ who destroyeth the destroyer, and ruineth him that 
would destroy and ruin all; who by his seed destroyeth him and his 
works. And so in the seed sit down, in whom ye have life and peace \ 
and he remaineth, and changeth not, who now reigneth and is over all ; 
and in him live, that hath been ^lain from the foundation of the world, 
and prisoned and pressed as a cart with sheaves, and yet gave his back 
and cheeks to the smiter, and his hairs to the pluckers of them off. And 
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so in him, the second Adam, you will not be weary, nor faint, nor think 
the time long of your sufferings. For all the weariness and faintings are 
in Adam in the, fall. And so your church being in God, and your wor- 
ship in the spirit, and power, and truth, which the devil is out of; and 
your fellowship in the gospel the power of God, which was before the devil 
was, keepyourfellowship in the power of God,and look above all outward 
sufferings, and dwell in that which is above all, and will stand when all 
other is gone. And so dwell in the love of God, and in the unity of the 
spirit, one with another. And in that the Lord God Almighty preserve 
you all ; yea, over all that which is contrary to his power, to his glory, 
for ever. Amen. G. F. 

OCXXXVI. 

■ 

All my dear friends, in the everlasting power, life, and truth live, 
for you cannot live without it in the winds and storms. And though 
the hills and the mountains are burned, and the trees are become fruit- 
less, and winter hath devoured the former fruits, and you do see that 
persecution hath choked them, and the heat hath scorched them; 
whereby the untimely figs are fallen, and the com is withered on the 
house-top, and the night is come, and the evil beasts go out of their den. 
But truth lives, and the power of God is over them all ; and Christ 
ruleth, and there is bread of life, ai^d water of life in him, and in bis 
house ; though the caterpillars and locusts are agreed to eat up all the 
green. But, as you are in the truth, you are in its day; and they in 
the darkness, are in the day of darkness. And all who are in the truth, 
rejoice through Christ, in the God of truth, and never heed prisons, for 
they are but for a time ; and mind him who hath all times and seasons 
in his hand. And never heed the raging waves of the sea, nor be trou- 
bled at his tongue that speaks nothing but tribulation, anguish, and 
bondage ; nor be troubled at the cords of the ungodly ; for the cords of 
love, the power of God are stronger. And what doth he that sits in 
heaven, but laugh them to scorn ? And so be valiant for the truth upon 
the earth, for the power is the Lord's. And so my love to all Friends 
in the everlasting seed, that never fell nor ichangeth. G. F. 

OCXXXVIL 

My dear Friends and brethren, — ^The Lord is with you all every 
where, who suffer for his name and truth's sake, in all your bonds and 
afflictions be of good comfort, for the Lord is with you ; neither be dis- 
mayed at your sufferings, for if you suffer, Christ suffereth ; and if you 
be persecuted, it is Christ that is persecuted ; and if you be not visited, 
it is Christ that is not visited ; and if you be oppressed, it is he that is 
oppressed. And he will lay no more upon you than you are able to 
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bear. And the angel of his presence suffered with the outward Jew, 
and Christ sufiereth with the inward Jew in the spirit : and so hath a 
feliow-feeling with you all, in all your bonds and afflictions ; and Christ 
who sufiereth, will overcome all his enemies. He reigns, and they must 
be his footstool to stand upon. And so, be of good faith, and be valiant 
for the truth upon the eai'th. G. F. 

OCXXXVIIL 

My dear friends and brethren, all every where, keep your habita- 
tion and your first love, and do not go forth from your rule of faith and 
life within ; in which you all have unity and fellowship, and the Lord 
will be your comforter and teacher. And if you do not go forth from 
the light, spirit, and truth within, the light you will feel to guide and 
lead you, and instruct you. And by it you may have immortality put 
upon you. And be not ashamed of Christ Jesus the light, and life, and 
teacher ; nor of his spirit to lead you. For, can they find no occasion 
against you, but because you worship God in spirit, and obey the 
command of Christ Jesus. And so, as the old cry was, * away with such 
a fellow from the earth, it is not fit for him to live ;' so it is now. But 
blessed are those that keep their habitations clean, and live in the 
power of the Lord, which, was before the curse was. G. F. 

OCXXXIX. — A General Epistle to all Friends. 

All my dear friends and brethren, who are of the royal seed of 
God! — ^Patience obtains the victory that runs the race and obtains the 
crown; be married and joined to the seed Christ the Lamb, slain from 
the foundation of the world ; from its foundation, I say. For as you are 
joined to the seed, and married to that which hath been slain from the 
foundation of the world, which hath the victory and doth overcome ; 
by tb^ you come to the end of the world ; mark, to its end. And now 
all Friends, look upon the sufferings that have been since the fall^ and 
since the world began. And again, look upon the valiant prisoners, and 
such as stood with the Lord and for the Lord, and followed and obeyed 
his movings, and motions, and commands; with the victory they 
had, how they triumphed in the Lord, over that which was against 
the Lord; for by faith Abraham forsook his country, and his Father's 
house, and his national worship. And by faith was AbePs offering ac- 
cepted of God,'unto whom God had respect. Therefore did wicked 
Cain persecute and kill him about his religion. And this was not long 
after man was fallen from the righteousness, and the power, and the 
image of Gbd, which man was made in. And by the faith, and the 
power, and wisdom of God did Moses go down and speak to Pharao^ 
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the king of Egypt, and through the power, and hand, and arm of God 
he led them out of Egypt ; which signifies misery, thraldom, and bond- 
age ; though afterwards when they were come out, and had tasted the 
power of God, many fell. And Moses saw Christ, the great prophet 
that was to come, which was to build his house, (as Moses by the wis- 
dom of God had done his, in the tim^ of the law, with types, figures, 
and shadows,) and so look upon Moses how he conquered all the magi- 
cians, and comprehended all the sorcerers, and soothsayers, and Pha- 
raoh's religion, and their worship, and could not bow nor bend unto it. 

Look upon Joseph, who through the enmity in bis brethren was sold 
into Egypt, who underwent reproach and im^isonment ; unto whom 
God gave power over all at last, and confounded all the wise men, and 
the national worshippers in Egypt, and came in favour over them all 
by the power of God. And remember Abraham, who was in the faith 
and the fear of God; and how Abimelech's house for his sake God 
plagued. Therefore keep in the faith of Abraham, then who wrongs 
you the hand of the Lord will turn against them. And whilst they 
stood in the power of God, what victories they had over their enemies ! 
As instance Sampson, David, and Saul. But when any went from the 
command of God, how under the heathen they fell ! So now ye who 
are come to God's power, which goes over the power of darkness, and 
before it was; in that stand, triumph, and trample ; who are come to 
the end of carnal weapons, and striving with outward arms. And ye 
may look upon them, how valiant they were over the Philistines, both 
Sampson and David, and his mighty men, when they were in the power 
of God; and how David's three mighty men broke through a whole 
host to fetch water to refresh David. Therefore now ye in the power 
of the Lord, the mighty God, go over all the Philistines of the earth, 
and their carnal weapons, as there they in the time of the law did with 
carnal weapons. And how often Jacobus well was stopped up (the be- 
loved of God, the second birth) by the Philistines; but Jacob did thresh 
the mountains as he did arise, and drove them away ; by which he 
might drink again. So read this in the substance, who are come to 
the second birth, which goes over Esau and the Philistines, both which 
was before they were. And also remember how the prophets were 
imprisoned, and put into dungeons and stocks, &c. As in particular 
Jeremiah, and how they were mocked, and scojOfed at, and reproached, 
for declaring against the sins and wickedness of the times, both by 
rullers, teachers, and people ; and yet by the power of God they were 
carried through, and over all. And the cry was then * Cursed is he that 
puts his trust in man, or feared man, or the arm of flesh,' &c. 

So remember Daniel, and the three children, though prisoners, yet 
could not bow to the national worship, and so were cast into the fiery 
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furDace, and the den of lions, unto whom the Lord God gave dominion 
over their enemies, and confounded the national worshippers, with all 
the magicians, and made the king to change his decree and law. And 
this was in the Babylonish monarchy ; and when the Medes and Per- 
sians got up, the power was changed, then they cast Daniel into the den 
of lions, because he prayed to his God contrary to the king's decree, to 
whom God appeared again and confounded them all, and made the king 
or emperor to change his decree. Therefore keep faith in the power 
of God, for that is it by which the elders of old obtained a good report. 
And consider Mordecai, who stood faithful, and could not bow to proud 
flesh, though it was in danger of destroying all the Jews, over whom, 
through obedience to God, he gave him victory, by which he came to 
answer the good in all people. Now consider, they that came to pro- 
fess Christ, who was the substance before the types, figures, and sha- 
dows, which were held up by the Jews in the law, and first covenant, 
and priesthood, and ordinances, (which Christ the substance came to 
end,) how that, I say, the christians of old by that kind of people, the 
Jews, as you do now sufier the most, and have done, by them that are 
the greatest professors of Christ's words, but out of the life and power 
of Christ, which the apostles and saints were in in the primitive times. 

So it is no new thing, and, as Scflomon saith, ' here is no new thing 
under the sun;' for it is not a new thing for the birth that is born after 
the flesh to persecute the birth that is bom after the spirit. And look 
upon the apostles, and consider how they sufiered, (and by whom,) that 
bore testimony to the substance ; their sufferings were by such as were 
in the husks, shadows, inventions, and rudiments of the world, and such 
as were fallen from God's righteousness, image, and holiness, and not in 
the renewed state. And consider how that the Hebrews suffered the 
spoiling of their goods by the Hebrews, who were called Jews, as you 
may read in the epistle to the Hebrews ; for ye read in few of the 
epistles, that the Gentiles suffered the spoiling of their goods, (or the 
christians by the Gentiles,) but mostly by the' Jews, the great profes- 
sors, as you do and have done in these days. 

And consider how jthe witness hath been slain, and (the true 
church,) the woman fled into the wilderness, who was persecuted; 
and how she hath been fed there of God ; and how since that time 
the beast and dragon's worship hath been up, and the false prophet, 
and the whore, (the false church,) which hath ridden on the beast in 
the dragon's power, whom the people have worshipped; who hath 
caused all nations to drink of the whore's cup of fornication. Now you 
that have come to the end, and beyond all the worships of the beasts 
and after the worship of the dragon, who come now to fathom the whore 
(the false church) and the false prophets, and come to see the power, 
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and to be in it, that takes them and casts them alive into the lake 
of fire, (which hath been worshipped,) and burns the whore's flesh 
with fire ; which power gives them dominion over them all, and to see 
to the very apostles' days, what they were in, and what hath got up 
since then; for it is sixteen hundred years since the false prophets 
and antichrists came in, (therefore they may plead antiquity.) Now 
with the power of God ye may look what tricks they have played in 
the world, since the primitive times in the apostacy : but now is the 
bride coming up out of the wilderness, and the prq)het is arisen and 
arising, and the everlasting gospel shall be, and is preached again to all 
nations, kindreds, tongues, and peoples, of them that dwell upon the 
earth ; and the reapers are going forth to reap people down, and so up 
to God, and to bring them into the barn, and to gather the wheat into 
the garner. And people shall come to worship God, that made heaven 
and earth, the sea, and all that is therein, and the beast's worship, and 
dragon's worship, and the great whore's church is falling, (the true 
woman is coming up,) false prophets are falling, true prophets and true 
witnesses are rising and risen. Sing, triumph, and rejoice; glory in the 
highest ! trample, tread, and bow them before the mighty God: let the 
wicked bow before the gates of the righteous. Sing and rejoice, the 
heaven of heavens praise the Lord I Now the dragon's worship, beast, 
£iilse church, false prophet are taken, the okl dragon cast into the lake 
of fire, (and with him the false prophets,) and the flesh of the wfaore 
burnt. Reap out, reap out, reap out, I say, (with the power of God,) ye 
reapers unto the Lord, for here is the day of harvest ; for as the other 
falls, the day of harvest is known, a day of gathering ; for it is that which 
hath inwardly ravened that hath scattered. For the inwardly raven- 
ers, and wolves in sheep's clothing, whose fruits have: been briars and 
thorns, and thistles, are. them which have made up the false church, 
the whore, the false prophets, and the beast's worship, and the dragon's 
worship out of the truth, which have made the world like a wilder- 
ness, overgrown with thistles, thorns, and briars, in which lodge the 
wolves and dragons. The beginning of this ravening into this state was 
a matter of sixteen hundred years since, amongst whom is found the 
blood of the martyrs, prophets, and saints in the faith, and in the testi- 
mony of Jesus, shed in this dark night of apostacy, separation, degene- 
ration, with all their compelling worships, inventions, laws, traditions, 
churches, rudiments to be observed, and cups for people to drink. In 
these, I say, and among these have the righteous sufiered since the days 
of the apostles; and among them is the blood of the martyrs, and the 
prophets, and holy people of the royal seed found ; and by them have 
they all sufiered, and i^om amongst them will God fetch his royal seed 
wUh his own band, and with bis mighty power will he fetch it Gloiy 
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over all to him ! rejoice and sing prais^; he is now triumphing glori* 
ously, and bringing you over with his power, that ye might see to the 
beginning before man fell; and know the state of the Jews in the law, 
and the state of the christians, in the end of the law, and the state of 
the apostatized pretended christians since the apostles' days, out of 
both law and gospel, how they have gotten up, and in what they have 
lived out of the life and power the apostles were in, and Christ Jesus, 
who is the first and the last, the top and corner-stone, who is over all 
felt, and lies heavy upon the transgressors, who is the rock, upon which 
the lambs leap and skip. Him feel in you all, then ye may all feel the 
first and the last, who destroys the devil and his works, (which are im* 
perfect,) whose works are persecution, and murder, and banishment, 
and cruelty, and imprisonment : ' for the devil shall cast some into pri- 
son,' saith John in the Revelations ; and the devil was a murderer from 
the beginning, and a liar, whom Christ destroys, and his works, who was 
befo^ he was, and remains when he is destroyed and gone, and his 
works. 

Therefore in him (the seed) have ye life eternal, and in him meet 
together, and then ye are iii the pastures of life, who is the first and 
the last, who ^is over death and the power of it, and the pastures of 
death. So who are in this royal seed comprehend the state and time 
before the law, the time of the law, the time of christians, and the time 
of the apostacy : for the seed Christ is the first and the last, the begin** 
ning and the ending; and in the seed is the stayedness and jdainness of 
words and life, yet a mystery to all them that be out of it A(id who are 
in the seed comprehend and see the state of the sufferings of the ju^ be<- 
fore the law, and the state of the sufferings of the just in the law, by 
whom, and for what they suffered ; ^ndalsQ comprehend the state of the 
christians, who lived in the end of the law, in Christ the substance, and by 
whom they suffered, and for what; even by such as were the greatest 
professors, out of the life of Moses and the prophets, which, had they been 
in, they would have read Christ the substance, and all them that testi* 
fied of him, and were witnesses of him: and also comprehend the state, 
and see who are them that apostatized from the apostles, and the 
church in the primitive times, who have been the sufferers, and who 
it is that hath made them to sufier, and for what 

So the measuring line of righteousness is in this known ; and also the 
state now whereia the Lamb and the saints shall have the victory ; and 
the rising of the witnesses, and the prophets, and the reapers going 
forth to reap the earth, and the woman is coming out of the wilderness, 
and the worshipping of God that made heaven and earth, the sea and 
the dry land is known; and the destruction of the devil's worship, and 
the dragon's, and the fklse prophets, and the great whore, (the false 
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church,) and the saints shall reign, and the lamb shall have victory ; 
and the bride, the lamb's wife, shall be known, which is the true 
church, which Christ is the head of. So in this live ; that is, in the 
life and power of Christ, in Christ the substance, in which ye may know 
him, the first and the last, and the gospel fellowship which is preached 
again; which gospel is the power of God, which was before the power 
of darkness was, which hath darkened life and immortality from peo- 
ple ; in which power, life and immortality come to be brought to light 
again to people; in which power of Gbd is the fellowship which is a 
mystery. So wait to know every particular of yourselves, to be heirs 
of this; and know your portion, the power of God, the gospel fellow^ 
ship, then are ye members one of another, and living stones, that build 
up the spiritual household. And also know the cross of Christ, which is 
the power of God, which crucifies from the state in the fall and the 
apostacy ; in that state, I say, that Adam and Eve, and all their sons 
and daughters are in, in the fall ; where, in that state, they glory in 
the creatures, and in their shame, and in their inventions, or in their 
strength, wisdom, or riches. But glorying in the cross of Christ, the 
power of God, the glorying is in that which doth crucify from the state 
of Adam and Eve, and al) their sons and daughters in the fall; and 
from this state all the apostate christians are since the apostles' day8.r 
And in this power of God is everlasting glorying ; which is a cross to all 
that live (as I said before) in the apostacy, and in the fall ; but not a 
cross to them that be redeemed and crucified ; for their glorying stands 
in it which is over all the gloryings in the fall, and all creatures. So 
in the power of the Lord God meet, wait, live, and dwell, and have 
fellowship ; for in the power Christ lives. Therefore now you that are 
come to know the gospel preached again which was amongst the apos- 
tles, in this power of God you will feel before the fall of Adam and 
Eve, where, all things were good and blessed in the beginning before 
the fall ; which, after the fall, the curse came, which brought the wo 
and misery : so. you that feel the redemption out of the fall, you know 
the state of the blessing before the 'fall, how all things were good and 
blessed: come into the same power that brings you up before the fall, 
and brings you to be gathered in the name of Jesus, which is above 
every name, and be gathered into the name of Jesus, by which salvation 
is brought ; for there is no other name under heaven given, by which 
salvation is brought, but by the name of Jesus. So, ye being gathered 
in the name which is above every name, and also in the name by which 
salvation is brought, and by no other name ; in that wait, and meet, 
and keep together; so ye will feel the blessing of the Lord in you, and 
amongst you. So farewell. 
And cmisider how the servants of the Lord, and his royal people, and 
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prophefs, feared not flames,- feared not dens of lions, or dragons, heeded 
not prisonments, bonds, banishments, whips, nor scourgings, nor spoiling 
of their goods, and their tortures ; nor. feared not their being sawed 
asunder, nor their stocks, their clubs, and staves, nor persecution; but 
chose rather to suifer reproach with the people of God, than to enjoy 
the pleasures of sin for a season. Ai;id how that reproaches, slanders, 
vilifying words they regarded not, but trampled upon such and said, 
the sufferings were not to be valued with the excellency and riches of 
grace, which they were made pjtrtakers of. And the cry was, what 
shall separate us from the love of God, which we have in Christ Jesus ? 
Shall death, shall famine, or sword, or persecution, or cold, or naked- 
ness, or things present, or' things to come, or heighth, or depth, or an- 
gels, or men, or principalities, or powers, separate us from the love of 
God? <fec. For by the powers were all the national worships held up, 
as they are at this day, and the false prophets, the teachers, and the 
powers joined together then against them that were in the faith ; by 
which faith they overcame and said, there was not any thing that was 
able to separate them from the love of God which they had in Christ 
Jesus. Mark ! Christ the se^d, who destroys the devil and his works ; in 
which seed (Christ) ye come over the devil the author of all prisoning, 
persecuting, darkness, ungodliness, unrighteousness, unholiness ; Christ 
who doth subdue all things. to himself, whose kingdom is an everlasting 
kingdom, and dominion an everlasting dominion over all dominions. 
And in this kingdom and dominion have ye all peace, where no un- 
righteous thing enters. And so in this ye come to be a free people, in 
life, and power, and dominion. And there is no new thing under the 
sun, for the wicked cry light is darkness yet, (as of old time,) and 
call good, evil ; and evil, good ; and truth, error ; and cry up the false 
teachers and prophets for the true ; and false church and worship, and 
the feigned humility, for the true ; and the blind zeal, for the good and 
true zeal, now as in former days. And so it is the old enemy of man- 
kind, and his works, which the seed destroys, who reigns. Glory for 
ever to the Highest ; G. F. 

CCXL. 

Friends, — All outward things, figures, types, shadows, and inventions, 
have been set up since Adam fell ; which inventions Christ destroys, 
and the types, figures, and shadows of him he fulfils, and brings man 
up out of the fall, to the seed he was in before he fell ; and so in the 
power of God, into peace, love, and unity, and into the everlasting fel- 
lowship. Cain differed from Abel in matter of worship ; Abraham from 
his countrymen and nation. Likewise in matter of worship, Moses bxA 

Vol. VII. 34 
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the children of Israel differed from the Egyptians and the Canaanites, 
and other nations, in matter of worship. Yet after the children of 
Israel were brought out of Egypt by the power of God, how soon after 
did they set up a calf, an outward thing ? Therefore in the power of 
God keep over all things, and in his wisdom. And how soon Cora, 
Dathan, and Abiram began to offer a strange sacrifice, after they were 
brought out of Egypt by the power of God; and went from the power 
of God, in which they should have offered ; therefore in the power of 

God keep. 

And how soon the children of Israel (when they multiplied and grew 
numerous,) offered out of the life of the law, and the power of God ; 
then their sacrifices were like unto the cutting off a dog's neck, and 
blessing idols : therefore keep in the life and power of God. And ye 
may see Daniel's religion and worship difiered from Nebuchadnezzar's 
the emperor of Babylon, and likewise difiered from the Chaldeans and 
Persians, as yours comes to differ now from all the apostates, gone from 
the apostles' and Christ's life and dcictrine. And there is the mystery of 
Babylon, as the Jews differed from oUtward Babylon ; therefore keep 
in the power of God, that keeps you to the beginning. And also ye 
may see what differences there were among the churches in the primi. 
tive times, about meats, drinks, days, and times, but the apostle tells 
them the kingdom of God stands not in such things, but in righteous- 
ness, peace, and joy in the holy ghost And they were not to judge one 
another about such things ; for meats were for the belly, and the belly 
for meats, but God would destroy both them and it, and showed them 
that it was below christians to jangle about such things. And also what 
jangling was there in the church in the primitive times about circum- 
cision, which the apostle brings them off, and tells them, that circumci- 
sion nor uncircumcision availeth nothing, but a new creature. There- 
fore mind that new creature, and the faith that works by love. And 
how also there were janglings about baptism, and the supper, and about 
men, some for Paul, and some for Apollo, &c. But the apostle directed 
them all to know Christ the seed, in the male and female, and told 
them he preached Christ in them, and bid them examine themselves, 
and prove themselves, and to know him to be in them, otherwise they 
were reprobates; and he brings them off from things that are seen, for 
the things which are seen are temporal, but the things that are not 
seen are eternal. Now these things which they jangled about, were 
things that were seen, and not eternal things, but temporal ; for, if they 
did not come to Christ Jesus, the substance of those things, they re- 
mained in the reprobation^ from the life, truth, and substance. And 
also what janglings there were amongst the primitive christians, about 
marriage Of believers and unbelievers, and the departing of the be- 
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lievers from the unbelievers ; which the apostle told them, that mar- 
riage was honourable in all, and the bed undefiled ; and how that they 
should abide together, the believer with the unbeliever ; and how that 
the believer sanctifieth the unbeliever, by \«1iich their children were 
not unhdy, but clean ; and how it was better to marry than to burn ; 
though he spake to the same Corinthians of a state which was beyond 
that. And likewise, also how there were janglings about ministers and 
teachers, about such as transformed themselves as into angels of light, 
and such as preached for filthy lucre, and such as served not the 
Lord Jesus Christ, but their own bellies ; the apostle stops all such, 
and brings them to the life, and seed, and power of Grod over them 
all ; and shows concerning marriage, how God made them male and 
female in the beginning; which was the honourable marriage before 
the defiled state was. 

And likewise what janglings there were, whether the woman should 
be covered, or the man should be covered/ when they prayed or pro- 
phesied; in which the apostle set forth a comeliness among them, of the 
man's being uncovered, and the woman covered ; inasmuch as the man 
was the image and glory of God, and the woman the glory of the man. 
Nevertheless, he would have them to know, that God was the head of 
Christ, and Christ was the head of the man, and the man was the head 
of the woman ; and the woman was made for the man, and not the man 
for the woman. And thus ye may see that these Corinthians-were not 
come iip to the state of Adam before he fell, and of Eve, by the apos- 
tles setting thus forth their states. And whereas it is said by some, 
'that Christ is the head of the man,' &c. which head of man, (say 
they,) is the saipe that is bead of the woman. Mark, now, if it be so, 
according to this interpretation, (which is wresting,) then Christ must 
be covered in the woman, when she prays or prophesies, and the woman 
must have power over Christ, and she be uncovered, then Christ must 
be shorn or shaven ; which is ridiculouQ, and shows then a difference of 
Christ in the male and the female ; which is not so, for God is the head 
of Christ, and Christ the head of man, as he was made, and man the 
head of the woman. But as woman received the temptation, and like- 
wise also the man, and so are both in the fall ; now this was spoken as 
man was made before he fell, which as man comes up again out of the 
fall, and woman, Christ in the male and in the female is head of 
both. But now this Was spoken to the Corinthians, (who were not come 
up to the state that Adam and Eve were in before they fell>) among 
whom this difference about covering or uncovering was, whether the 
man should be uncovered, and the woman covered when they prayed, 
&c. Which was the comely order which the apostle set amongst them, 
and told them there should be heresies among them, that th^y that were 
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approved might be made manifest, and looked upon them as heretics, 
who jangled contrary to his comely order and practice, which was, as 
said before, spoken to such as were not come to the state of Adam and 
Eve before they fell; for 'they that are come thither, to that state, by 
Christ, are come before outward coverings were ; and them that are 
come to Christ, are come to the end of prophecy, to the seed Christ, the 
top-stone, in whom all things end ; which top and corner-stone is over 
all that laid that ends and changes. So let your life be in that which 
never ends, nor never changes, and in whom there is no changing nor 
altering. And who are come to this will not go back again into out- 
ward things. And also ye may see what jangling there was amongst 
such as did forbid meats, and drinks, and marriages ; and such got up 
into worshipping of angels and compelling ways, which after a time did 
separate, and apostatize from Christ, and the apostles, and so afterwards 
became antichrists, in an anti-liberty, and anti-freedom^ to such as 
know all things good and blessed as they were in the beginning ; which, 
who are there, are out of the state which Adam and Eve were in before 
the fall, where all the janglings are about outward things, which is in 
the fallen wisdom ; but who are come up into the wisdom, and the seed, 
and the life, and the substance, and know the state of Adam in the fall, 
and his sons and daughters, where the curse, wrath, and wo are and 
know the state of Adam and Eve before the fall, how all things were 
good and blessed to them : these, I say, are above the janglings about 
outward things; for they that set. up outward things are in the fall, 
and there keep people from going home to the beginning, and there is 
the ground of making sects about outward things, which keeps them 
from the universal power of God, which was before the fall, and brings 
up out of it ; and that is not to preach the gospel, which is the power 
of God, which was before types, figures, and shadows were, and brings 
up out of them. And in this power of God is the fellowship of the gos- 
pel» which lasts for ever ; so is the fellowship everlasting, that never 
hath an end. For all the jangling in the apostacy brings into sects, 
and schisms, and heresies, since the apostles' days, (from the apostles, 
out of the life and power of God, that they were in,) it hath been in out- 
ward things, and about outward things, and their eyes have been at 
them, and aJbout them have been jangling ; which, now ye that have 
seen the everlasting gospel, and known the everlasting gospel preached 
again, which was among the apostles, and have been reaped out from 
among the apostates, got up since the apostles' days ; I say, live in it» 
and dwell in it ; in which life and power ye see over to the apostles' 
days, by the spirit that gives to have an understanding of things ; in 
which power of God ye do not only see to the apostles' days, but over 
tbe Jews' law without, and its figures, types, and shadows, which were 
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given to the sons of men, and of Adam after he fell, in the fall, which 
type out the life, that is to say, CSirist, who redeems up but of the fall, 
which man was in before he fell, and up into the state of Christ, which 
shall never fall, unto himself. And in this man seeth the blessed state, 
how all things were gopd and blessed, and how all the works of God 
are perfect, and he himself (rod's work, who set him in dominion before 
he fell, as he was in the power, image, and righteousness of God. And 
so Christ-, who brings man out of the fall, whom all the types, figures, 
and shadows, and typical things figured forth; all which he ends, and is 
the substance of all variable and changeable things, in whom all the 
true christians have life, and live in his life. Now the janglings of the 
Jews against the christians were, about their outward things, in the first 
covenant, law, and first priesthood, that held up these things (in opposi- 
tion to the christians) which God had commanded, not seeing him whom 
the true christians witnessed, who restored them out of all the change- 
able things, up into the state man was in before he fell, and before 
those types, figures, and changeable things were, which since the days 
of the apostles, and also in their days, things were getting up, which the 
apostles judged; and setting up also by such whom the apostles judged 
and denied, and set forth orders and comeliness among the saints, and 
preached up the substance Christ, in whom there is no shadow, chang- 
ing, nor variableness. And that the heat of some spirits got up so high 
about their outward things, that when they were not owned nor receiv- 
ed, their sacrifices, and their will-worships, and their feignjed humility, 
and their observing of days, and times, and forbidding marriageSji setting 
up their doctrines and traditions, which were not to be touched, tasted, 
nor handled, they went enviously into Cain*s way, and Balaam's, and 
got great men on their sides, and admired their persons because of their 
advantage. Such went frond the voice of God, which brought them 
out of Egypt, as Core did. 

And all the envious spirits rose against them that were in the power 
of God in all ages, because they could not observe their outward things 
which they had set up to be observed, which they that were in the 
universal power of God, which was before the fall was, could never do ; 
for their freedom stands in that ; therefore is Cain wrathful (against his 
brother,) who is the wanderier and vagabond from God's voice, way, life, 
and acceptation. 

So ye may read all, the state in the fall from God's power, where the 
forcing and compeUing to outward things hath been, which hath kept 
people out of the power, and from coming up to the beginning again, 
and from the universal fellowship ; in which fall and apostacy have. they 
broken to pieces into many sects, heads, heaps, names, and peoples. 
Therefore ye all dearly beloved Friends, that know the universal power 
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of Gody that goes over all the apostacy and the fall, (where the curse, 
and wrathi and wo are,) to the beginning ; you know the redemption out 
of this state into the beginning, where all things are blest to you that 
live in love and life, in which ye have the everlasting peace with God. 
And so keep in the universal eye, and the power of God, which keeps 
you over all to the beginning, which is the pure eye ; for the impure 
eye is in the fall, out of God*s power ; for all the setting up outward 
things in the apostacy, and in the fall, doth but keep people from home, 
and from going home, that is to the state which man wad in before he 
fell, up into that state home again ; which, when come thither, he is 
come out of the fall, and also out of the apostacy. Now they that 
do so, (to wit, set up outward things,) gather people to themselves, not 
unto God, nor home again to their first habitation ; for they who set up 
outward things lost their first habitation, to keep people in the falL 
Adam and Eve lost their habitation ; Cain lost his habitation not doing 
well; Balaam went from his prophecy and his habitation not doing well; 
And all they that went from the apostles in Cain, Core and Balaam's 
way, lost their habitations, and so came under a chain of darkness. As 
likewise all they that are inwardly ravened from the spirit of God, who 
are gone into outward things since the apostles' days, in the apostacy, 
have lost their habitation, and set up outward things to keep others 
out of their habitations, and then if they do not observe them, they are 
wrathful against them like Cain. And Core went from his habitation, 
from the power that brought him out of Egypt ; and so such come un- 
der the chain of darkness, who lose their habitations, and they th^t lose 
their habitations, lose their first love. 

Therefore to you all, this is the word of the Lord God, who have 
tasted of his power, and believed in his light, and enjoyed his light, by 
which ye see his seed, keep your habitations, then ye keep your first 
love, then ye keep unity and fellowship, then ye keep dominion. And 
let Cain, Balaam, Core, and all the apostates,.and the devils oiit of truth, 
and the sons of Adam in the fall, roar and rage never so much, ye in 
your habitations, and in your houses coming up to the beginning, ye are 
safe and at peace. In which, ye feel the power, and life, and seed of God, 
that never alters npr changes, in which ye have the blessing'and promise 
d'God ; and know the state where the curse is, to them that goes from their 
habitation, and so lose their first love. In which ye in your habitations and 
first love abiding, the power of God, and his seed the top-stone are over 
all set And in the wisdom of God ye come to answer that of God in 
every one, and so come into dominion, and the habitation in which ye 
hear the voice of God, and see the blessed state, where all things are 
blessed, as I said before, before the apostacy, that man w^s drove from 
God, in which ye feel life and power, and the seed which remains when 
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all that which is in the fall and apostacy is gone ; in which ye know the 
kingdom of the son of God that lasts for ever ; in which ye know the 
worship of God in spirit and in truth, which the devil is out of; and the 
fellowship of the gospel, which was before the devil was ; and the fel- 
lowship of the cross, which crucifies from the state of Adam and Eve, 
with their sons and daughters in the fall ; and in that be glad and re- 
joice, in which ye have settlement and establishment, and come to the 
church in God. 

Therefore ye in the universal seed of God, and power of God, which 
fathoms all things, that never ends nor changeth ; in that all dwell and 
live, that the seed ye may feel over all set, and the top-stone over fill 
laid, which is the first and the last G« F. 

CCXLI. 

Dear friends, keep your meetings in the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ that never fell, in which you may see over all the meetings 
that are gathered by all the sons of Adam, that are out of the power 
and life. You that are gathered in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ 
that never fell, him vdll you feel in the midst of. your gatherings, in, the 
light, life, and truth. And so look, (over all the wicked's prisons,) at 
the seed of God, Christ, which was before they were, and will stand 
when they are all gone. 

And so never heed the wicked's tempest, storm, nor hail, nor his 
arrows, nor instruments of cruelty; let not the back and the hair, the 
cheek and the shoulder be ever turned from him; though many wea- 
pons be formed against him and his followers, yet they shall never pros- 
per, for the seed Christ shall reign over all, and will stand when they 
are gone; which was before they were. 

And so be faithful unto the Lord God, and be valiant for his truth 
upon earth! Showing that something will oppose it, or else what need 
the word valiant be spoken ? And so mind the truth, (and not the wick- 
ed's persecutions,) and the living way, which is Christ Jesus, who never 
fell nor changeth, in which you may see over all Adam's sons' and 
daughters' ways in the fall, who do change, being in the way, Christ 
Jesus that never fell, who doth not change ; in this way you have life 
eternal, in which you see over all in the fall, (in which is death,) and 
so Christ being the way, he that forsakes his way, forsakes his life ; and 
he that doth not come out of the way of Adam that fell, (into the way 
of Adam that never fell,) lives in death. So let all haste and run for 
their lives into Adam that never fell, out of Adam that fell ; for Adam's 
ways that fell, are the ways of death; but Adam that never fell is the 
way of life. In Adam in the fall are trouble and unquietness ; but in 



272 [1665 

Adam that never fell are peace and rest. In Adam in the fall are shadows 
and turnings ; but in Adam who is the living way are no shadows nor 
turnings. So every one in Adam that never fell, (Christ Jesus,) who 
never changeth, the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever; then you 
are in the living way, in which you all have life, in- Christ the living 
way, which never fell. And so he is the way, and he that forsakes the 
way, Christ, forsakes his life. In this all may sound forth, * who hath 
any thing against this way, Christ, who never fell nor changed?' It was 
Adam changed, and Eve changed, and their sons and daughters in the 
fall are in the falling, changing, changeable ways. But who are in 
Cl^rist that never fell, see over them all in the fall, that turn about 
with every wind as it ariseth.. And so in your way live, all in Christ 
Jesus, so will you feel light, life, and power ; that life which was with 
the Father before the world began. In that all feed, and in that feel 
power, and that way never changeth with the winds and tempest ; and 
the cry is, haste, haste, out of Adam and Eve's evil ways, in the death, 
fall, and changings ; and run, run, out of them into the second Adam, 
the life, and the w&y that never fell nor changeth. G. F. 

CCXLIL — The saints* weapons are spiritual j that the blessing qf 

God may come upon all men. 

We are not against any man, but desire that the blessing of the 
Lord may come upon all men, and that which brings the curse may be 
destroyed ; and in patience do we wait for that, and with spiritual 
weapons against it do we wrestle, and not against any man or woman's 
person. For amongst us Christ is King, who bringeth the blessing, and 
destroyeth that which brought the curse. And whoever dwells in 
righteousness, (man or woman,) and loves mercy, and doth justly, and 
walks humbly with God, and hath the humility, which goes before the 
.honour, we are not against. But whosoever doth unrighteously, or doth 
not justly, nor righteously, nor walk humbly before God, and will have 
honour before humility, God will overturn such by his power. And in 
that let. your faith be ; for we look not at persons, but at the power of 
God ; and know the reign of Christ amongst us. And as it is said, ' God 
save the king,' or * God bless the king ;' we would not have him nor any 
man destroyed, but saved ; and so blessed. 

And the saved man will not sufier any thing to rule that destroys; 
and so our mind is, and we would that all men were saved, and come 
to the knowledge of the truth, which the persecutors are out of. 

And all Friends, dwell in the endless power of the Lord, in which 
the supremacy is known, and the power which hath no end ; whose 
dominion is over all dominions, and will stand when all other have an 
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end ; and in that is the patience felti which runneth the race, and 
obtaineth the crown ; and that hath the wisdom, which is sweet, and 
cool, and pure, whereby the Hving truth hath the supremacy and 
dominion, dnd in that keep your meetings. ,G, F. 

CCXLIIL 

All my dear friends, this is your day to stand in him that stood stead- 
fast, and reigned over old Adam and the devil, and all the persecutors. 
Old Adam did not stand, but Christ the second Adam, the heavenly 
man, stood, and never fell. Ye, I say, in him stand; for now is your 
time to stand in the life over death, and in the light over darkness, and 
in the seed that bruises the serpent's head, in whom you all have life, 
dominion, and peace. 

The Lord is coming upon the wicked in his thundering power, for 
they are ripe. For they are all corrupt with blood, and their fliesh is 
rotten ; and they are fallen into the pit, being led by their blind guides 
into the pit and ditches, where they rot and stink, being putrified with 
the heat of their lusts. G. F. 

CX]!XLIV. — To Friends in Barbadoes^ ^Virginia^ Maryland, New 

England, and elsewhere. 

O friends ! — Ygu all that have tasted of the power of the Lord 
God, and of his truth, that is pure, and doth not admit of any impurity 
nor change. Oh! therefore the holy truth mind, which willlet nothing 
that is unholy in you live. For nothing that is unholy can enter into 
the kingdom of God ; and none that are disobedient to truth must enter 
into the paradise of God ; for, because of disobedience was man and 
woman put out of paradise. And therefore all every where, mijid the 
pure 90wer of the Lord God, and the truth which first convinced you ; . 
and whatsoever is gotten up through the carnal reason, and your eyes 
going from the power of God, and that which did convince you ; let 
that be purged out of your hearts ; if not, it will lift up your hearts to 
consultations, subtilty, questbnings, reasonings, and disputes. Oh ! I 
feel too much of that which hath gotten up into the wrong understand- 
ing part, through which wrong liberty gets up, which will bring a 
plague into the heart, which is worse than an outward plague. Oh ! 
therefore consider, the life and the power of God hath not the supre- 
macy in all your hearts; for I feel some minds, and some bodies have 
let in that which hath defiled them, and doth defile them. Oh! cleanse, 
cleanse, cleanse, and join to the pure immortal power ; for the power 
of the Lord God will make room for itself, either in cleansing or in 

Vol. VIL 35 
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vomiting or casting out them and that that doth not join to the power 
of God. Sodom, that whorish and adulterous spirit, it must to the fire ; 
and gainsaying G)re into the earths And it will throw down that which 
hath been lifted up. The besom of the Lord is going forth to sweep, 
the candle of the Lord is lighted to search every corner of your houses; 
for the just walk in the path which is a shining light, which admits of 
no rubbish in it. Oh I come put of all these things which you have ei^er- 
tained in your minds, which you received not from them that, came to 
minister unto you in the beginning. Oh ! dwell in the power of the Lord 
God, for to keep you low; and take heed of getting up into c<Hiceited* 
ness and the air, and to set up that which pertains not to the kingdom 
of God, but to strife, which never the apostles, nor the saints since, in 
the power of God set up ; for if you do, the power of God will sweep it 
and you all away. And Oh! you that come to be vessels of honour, and 
vessels of the mercies of God, have. esteem of your bodies; for such as 
defile their bodies, are neither vessels of honour, nor vessels of the mer- 
cies, but of wrath, and are for the wrath. Therefore keepout strife, keep 
out fornicatioaan^ the adulterous spirit; keep out thelustsof the eye, the 
lusts of the flesh, and pride of life, which is not of the Father ; that that 
which is of the Father, may be received,afid have an entranceinto every 
vessel. Oh ! be not lifted up with a vain mind ; and let Balaam's nature 
be slain, that erreth from the spirit, and raiseth stumbling-blocks; and 
such as keep not their first habitation in the power of God and his 
truth, become enemies to ^uch as are heirs of the ^kingdom, apd the 
power of an endless life. Therefore all Friends and people, mind that 
which first convinced you, that power of God which first awakened you, 
and arise and live in it, that all your eyes, minds, and hearts may be 
kept single and naked to God, and to one another ; and unclothed of 
all that which is contrary, and is got up since. For the seed, the life 
of Christ Jesus, reigns and rules : glory to him for ever. 

I have been incapable to write or receive writing a long tiille, or 
to speak, or bear to be spoken to, but have been as a man buried alive, 
for else I should have written to you before now; and therefore, O dear 
friends ! give no occasion of stumbling; keep tender ; for hardness of 
heart is worse than an outward plague, for that brii^ destructicHi 
many ways. And so grieve not the spirit in others, nor- in yourselves. 
And whatsoever is decent and comely follow; honest and of a good re- 
port ; that makes for peace, and not for strife under pretence of love ; 
for that is not of God. For God who is love, is not the author of strife 
and confiision, but of peace. G. F. 

$0, 1 desire you to let copies of this be sent into Virginia, Maryland^ andJfew Eng' 
< land, to be read amumg Frietids in ail their meetings. Things are preUy well here^ 

Friends being in love and unity, and the dread of ^ Lord God is amongst us, vfho 

reigns and toill reign. 
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OCXLV.-*-^n epistle to be read in all the assemblies of the righteous. 

All my dear friends every wbere^ Hve in the noble seed Christ Jesus, 
the saviour and the anointed one, and the righteous holy one, that 
your minds, hearts, souls, spirits, and bodies may be righteous, living 
in the righteousness of Christ Jesus, in all love, virtue, truth, and holi- 
ness, without which none can see God. For the Xiord loveth the 
righteous, and the righteous are in peace, and all workers of iniquity 
their mouths shall be stopped. The throne of iniquity must down, and 
the chamber of im^^ery in every heart ; for the Lord must have the 
heart, for it is to be his offering and sacrifice. All lips must be pure,, 
and hands clean, that confess the Lord Jesus Christ, and all tongues 
and eyes sijigle to God and one to another; and all mind the Lord's 
business in the truth, and be given up to him, and in it, serving the 
Lord God in newness of life ; that all your feet may be guided in the 
way of peace, and to walk uprightly before the Lord in his way, which 
IS Christ Jesus the light, which is perfect This is the ,way of the just, 
which is a shining light ; and in this way is the living God well pleased 
with you. And you that grow rich in the world in earthly things, who 
have had a stirring in you formerly in the service of God, take heed lest 
your minds run into your outward businesses, about outward things, 
and therein be lifted up above the good and just spirit, and so leave the 
service of the Lord and his business, in minding your own. For out- 
ward riches; and the things of this world, will pass away with the out- 
ward riches therein, for they have wings : but the word of the Lord, 
which lives and abides, and endures for ever, will remain. Labour for 
the riches of it, for l^t will endure with you ; and seek the kingdom 
of God, which will never have an end, that stands in righteoi^ness and 
in holiness, in which you have joy and peace in the holy ghost; then 
all outward things wijl follow, which are below. So that in righteous- 
ness, holiness, and truth, as just men and holy men, and mien fearing 
God, and as righteous meiv sons, and servants, and children of God, you 
may all live, in all righteousness, holiness^ pureness, truth, justice, and 
equity, in all manner of life and conversation ; so that your conversa- 
tions may shine as lights of the world, knowing that all unrighteous- 
ness, uncleanness, unholiness, injustice, untruth, and impurity are not of 
Grod, but are out of the kingdom of God; and likewise all cheaters and 
cozeners, who do enrich themselves by falsehood ; and all drunkards, 
adulterers, whoremongers, fornicators, murderers, idolaters, and liars ; 
these works and workers are out of the kingdom of God and his power, 
and they are of their father the devil, who is out of the truth. And 
therefore in the truth live, which the devil and his works are out of; 
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and that truth makes you free. In which truth and spirit is God wor- 
shipped. All that do violence, cursed speakers and swearers, are out of 
the truth and the command of Christ Jesus; and therefore live you in 
th6 love of God, in which you may be sensible of hi« mercies ; in which 
love, you living in the pure humility, you learn of Christ Jesus. For 
presumption is learned of Adam in the fall, of the serpent that brought 
him into the fall, where all the defilement is and the profaneness. 
Being in the whoredom from God, where all manner (^whoredom and 
uncleanness is, and deceit and falsehood, the liar, and all sin, and un- 
righteousness, and trani^ression. And this is comprehended all to be 
in the fall, with the serpent that brought them into the fall, whose 
head Christ comes to bruise, that is, to break his power and strength, 
and to destroy him and his works. And Christ is pure, the holy <Hie 
that doth this, the righteous'one, the holy one, and in him live, the se* 
cond Adam that never fell ; then shall you come to know a state that 
will never fall, in that which is first and last. For Christ that sanctifies 
is pure, who sanctifies the impure; he who never fell, sanctifieth 
and washeth them thsrt are in the fall ; he who never transgressed, re* 
deems out of transgression ; he who never sinned, redeems out of flin, 
and makes an end of it ; and he who never trespassed, comes to forgive 
trespasses and blot them out. And every one that comes to witness 
this forgiveness by him, who have been the trespassers against God, 
th^y cannot but forgive men their trespasses against them, as they 
come into the kingdom of glory and life, where the Lord hath his glory. 
Oh I the glory of the Lord which lasteth for ever I And glory, glory be 
to him for ever, whose everlasting glory, and life, and power shines 
over all, and spreads itself, and puts forth itself over alL 

O friends ! let righteousness flow amongst you ^U, truth and equity, 
uprightness and holiness, which become the house of Grod ; ahA live in 
the holy order of the life, spirit, and power of the everlasting Qod. 
Keep in the faith that works by love, that purifieth your hearts; the 
mystery of which is h^ld in a pure conscience ; which faith brings you 
to have access to God, and gives you victory over that which separates 
from God. This is that by which you subdue mountains, and quench 
the fiery darts of satan, and overcome him withal ; and in this you have 
all pure unity ; and you edify and build up in the holy faith the gift of 
God ; and this is that which is to be contended for, which is the same 
that was once delivered to the saints. Oh ! live in the pure hope, which 
purifies you as he is pure ; which hope is Christ, who was before the 
hypocrite's hope was, who both (him and his hope) are implire ; and so 
feel Christ your hope, which anchors your immortal souls, that stays 
it in all waves, stortns, and tempests, and is sure and safe in all wea* 
tiietB ; Christ, who is the same to-day as he was yesterday ; so no new 
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thh)^. For he is the rock of ages, who was before ages ; who is the 
corner-8tone, and also the first and last, who will crush and brube to 
pieces all giddy, wandering, and unestablished spirits, and confouhd them 
who are cunning, and hunt before the Lord; for the Liord should go be* 
jfore them, he should be the ^ide. For they that hunt before him, 
will not have the Lord to be their guide, who is the same to-day as he 
was yesterday, and so for ever. For Adam and Eve did not abide in 
their possession, nor Cain, nor Gore, nor Balaam ; see what came upon 
thetn, and what was their end. And likewise the Jews did not abide 
in the possession of the law of God, which was just and holy. And also 
the apostatized christians have gone from Christ, and did not abide in 
him, who is the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever ; therefore they 
are gone into so many ways, and seek after so many new ways, and 
run into so manj fables, as though Christ, who is obeyed one day, should 
not be obeyed next day. And this is disobedient Cain, wandering in 
the land of Nod, smiting at Abel, who obeys him, who is the same to- 
day as he was yesterday, and so for ever ; yea a lamb slain from the 
foundation of the world; who reigns over that nature that hath slain 
hitn, and will reign till he hath put all under his feet. And therefore, 
friends, in Christ live, and in him walk; hear, obey, and follow him, 
who is the same to-day as he was yesterday, and so for ever. And so 
you that are the true believers, who are past from death, and sin that 
brought it, and the devil the author of it, are come to the life of Christ 
Jesus, (who, as I said before, is the same to-day as he was yesterday,) 
if your belief stand in him that is the first and last, the same to-day, 
yesterday, and for ever. And this is the believer that is born of God, 
the immortal birth ; and this birth is he that overcomes the world, that 
doth not sin, that keeps himself, because he is born of God, and the 
seed of God remains in him; and hereby the children of Grod, and the 
true believers are manifest from the false believers and children of the 
devil. He that doth, righteousness is of God ; he that doth not righte- 
ousness, is not of God. Therefore you that feel the law of the spirit of 
life in Christ Jesus, to have put down the law of sin and death in you, 
(that authority of putting it down,) be ye ordered by the law of the 
spirit of life that is in Christ Jesus, which makes you. free from th^ law 
of sin and death. So in this law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus have 
you 'fellowship, order, rule, and government, in the law of life, and id 
the law of peace that gives victory, which Christ Jesus is the author dl, 
who renews you up into the righteousness and holiness in the image of 
God, out of the unrighteousness and unholiness, and the image of satan. 
Here the Lord hath the glory, and Christ your holy redeemer and sa- 
viour is confessed, to the glory of God. So wait that you may all sit down 
in Christ, who is the first and the last, and the image of God, and wis- 
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dom of God ; that by Ihs wisdom, which is pure, righteous^ and holy ^ you 
may corae to order all things to God's glory. 

Adam fell from the state God placed him in ; and in the fall, Adam's 
sons and daughters turn from way to way of their own. But for man 
and woman to come out of all national corrupt ways, religions, churches* 
worships, fellowships,* and teachers, to the state that Adam and Eve 
was in before they fell, and no farther; that is a state where he may 
fall again. But, to come to Christ, who was before the world bej^n, 
who is first and last, beginning and ending, such abiding in him shall 
know a state that will never fall. For Adam's state before he fell, was 
above all the earthly and worldly wise, and knowing, and their dark 
understandings and perverse ways, which their perverse spirit leads 
into ; where are all manner of uncleanness, unrighteousness, ^Isities, 
puffing-up and pride, and all the crooked, rough, cross ways, and moun- 
tains of sin, which are become as graves and prisons for the just. Adam's 
state before he fell is beyond all this, who fell into this ; but Christ that 
never fell, is a state beyond Adam ; and he is to be heard and followed 
that never fell ; and in him are people to sit down, who is the rest, and 
peace, and life ; who destroyeth the devil and his works, and makes an 
end of sin, together with ungodliness and unrighteousness^ which hatb 
dishonoured God; so bniiseth the head of the serpent; and breaks his 
power, and crusheth him to pieces, that the seed Christ may rise in all; 
lyhich honoureth the Father. Now this being manifest and known in 
all, then the lamb is known to have the victory, which hath been slain 
from the foundation of the world; and then in the seed you come to 
know your election before the world began. And here the Lord's words 
are. fulfilled, his glory he will not give to another, who destroyeth that 
that took ^he glory to itself; which brings up to that noble seed and 
plant in man which gives the glory io God. And here as you live in 
the seed Christ Jesus, your election you know before the world began^ 
and reprobation since the world began. For Core, Cain, Ishmael, £sau» 
Sodom, and Egypt, spiritual and temporal, have been since the world 
began. . For Egypt is thraldom, bondage, anguish, and darkness, and 
Sodom is whoredom, and Cain disobeyed, the voice of God, and Core 
gainsayed the law ; and whoever feels all this nature in them, they are 
vessels of wrath; and let them not complain and say, why hast thou 
made me thus ? For there are vessels of honout*, and vessels of disho- 
nour. Vessels of mercy, vessels of wrath. And it is not in him that 
willeth and runneth, but in God that showeth mercy. Now Esau, the 
first birth, signifieth a worker. Jacob the second birth, signifieth a 
supplanter ; and when Jacob hath supplanted Esau the first birth, the 
pro&ne nature, Jacob is called Israel; that is as much .as to say, thou 
hast power with God now. So. where the election is risen, and hath put 
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down Cain, Core, Egypt, Sodom, the first birth slain, which brought all 
the wrath into the vessel, and the old bottle broken ; here is a new 
bottle that holdeth the new wine, and vessels of honour, and vessels of 
mercy, in the election before the world began ; and you have all things 
made new, a new heaven and a new earth. 

And all Friends, that be in any manner of sufferings, imprisonments, 
or banishments for Christ and his truth's sake, live in Christ and sit 
down in him, in whom you have all peace, life, virtue, and rest in 
Christ Jesus, who was before all that was that makes to suffer, and 
will remain when it is all gone ; and was the * first and last, the begin- 
ning and ending, the same to-day, yesterday, and for everl' In him sit 
down and live, that doth not change; then your religion doth not 
change, your worship doth not change, your way doth not change ; for 
Christ is your way, * who is the same to-day, yesterday, and for ever;* 
and your fellowship, and unity, and community do not change, being 
with the Father, who doth not change, but is the same from everlasting 
to everlasting. And they whose religion, fellowship, and worship 
change, and who gad about, and change their ways, are fickle, and 
have itching ears after the ways that change from Christ, who doth 
not change, who is the way, the *same to-day as he was yesterday,' to 
be walked in. 

And all Friends, that are in any temptations or troubles, look at 
.Christ, who bruiseth the serpent's head, your adversary, your enemy, 
your troubler, your tempter, your defiler, your accuser, the wicked 
one ; fear him not, but look at Christ Jesus, that bruiseth his head, 
breaketh his power and strength, and crusheth him to pieces ; in Christ 
have you peace, which was before the d^vil was. Reign in him, Christ 
Jesus, who is your light, and life, and salvation; and fear God, and give 
glory ; glory to him for ever. For this serpent, the enemy, the adver- 
sary, the devil, the wicked one, the dragon, the accuser, the tempter, 
he tempted Christ to the creature8,rto the glory of the world, and to 
worship him, to destroy himself; but Christ bruiseth his head, breaks 
his power and strength, and crusheth him to pieces, and destroyeth him 
and his works. So in him live and rejoice, in whom you have peace, 
and life, and dominion; in him who was before the serpent was, the 
first and last, the * same yesterday, to-day, and for ever.' 

Ah ! my dear friends and brethren every where ! the power of the 
Lord God is over all, live in it, that you may feel a unity and fellowship 
in the power of the Lord God ; that through that power of the Lord 
God you may all come to be heirs of the power of an endless life ; 
through which you may inherit eternity, and so to feel life eternal 
abiding in you; the manslayer hath not eternal life abiding in 
him ; that is, he that, envies his brother. So all the persecutors that 
envy their brethren have not eternal life abiding in them. Unde- 
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this all the persecutors about cfaurcb, reMgiob^ i¥0lrshlp> faith, imiiiistrj, 
and fellowships, and envious persons, baring not eternal life abiding in 
them, are cotnprehended. Therefore you all, feel this eternal life a biding 
in you. And he that hath the son of God hath life eternal abiding in 
him; and so in this eternal life you haye an eternal fellowship with 
God and his son, and with one anoth^* And in this the law of 
fife, that is in Jesus CSirist, pasaeth sentence cm the law of sin and 
death in every man and w(»nan, and brings it to the execution. Through 
which law of life righteousness flows, and runs down as a stream, and also 
justice and truth. Here by this law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus, 
(mark, in Christ Jesus,) you come to know the Lamb's throne, and the 
throne of iniquity thrown down, its mouth stopped, and the chambers of 
imagery thrown down, and the household of God raised ; the fruitless 
trees thrown down, and the plant of God raised up, which is of his own 
{planting ; a tree of righteousness, whose fruit is unto holiness, whose 
end is everlasting life. So mark here the fruits of this tree, and the 
end o[ this tree. By this you distinguish man's planting, and man's 
plucking up; and God's building you will distinguish from man's 
building; and man^s plucking down, and man's gathering together, 
you that are gathered in the name of Jesus distii^uish, and hi^ scat- 
tering. Oh! therefore be valiant for the truth, which you are come to 
the knowledge of, and worship God in that truth which the devil is out 
of, and abode not in ; this makes you free from the devil and his works, 
that are out of truth. Here in this worship, in the truth and in the 
spirit, the living God, who is a spirit, the God of all truth, hath his 
glory and honour from the spirit of the Lord in every heart And so 
keep in the spirit, and truth, and power of the everlasting God, who is 
from everlasting to everlasting, that you may know him Lord of the 
earth and of the heaven, and of the heaven of heavens, ruling and 
reigning, whose eye is over all his works, that you may glorify iiim in 
his power and spirit, and serve him in the new life ; which will keep 
you over all men's fables and devices, whimsies and imaginations, out 
of all janglings and vain disputes of men of corrupt minds : and so it is 
good for you all to live in him which is the * same to-day as he was yes- 
terday,' Christ Jesus, the power of God, and the seed of life, and word 
which was in the beginning : so no new thing, but that which was and 
is to all eternity: let your fellowship be in that, and your unity and 
communion be in that; for this is^een by the eternal eye^ the eternal 
unity, and the eternal God. So hear his voice, every one of you, that 
speaks frcNn heaven, whose voice shakes the earth, and not the earth 
only, but the heavens also. The heaven imports joy : so all the false 
joys, the lifted-up joys, or exalted joys, and joys in vain glory, and joy» 
in the world, or any outward thing or creature, and men or womeia ; 
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his voice that speaks from heaven shakes the earth and the heavens ; 
and these must be shaken and removed, both the heavens and the earth, 
before that doth appear that can never be shaken, the noble, royal 
seedy elect and precious, before the world began. Being heirs of him, 
come to inherit him: in ^ him you shall know that which cannot be 
shaken, and there is the true joy, in that which is from everlasting to 
everlasting, who is the beginning and ending : here are not any either 
lifted up or fallen down to despair* So, I say, hear his voice, harden 
not your hearts ; for not hearing the voice, you harden your hearts, and 
then you provoke God to wrath and sore displeasure. Let him have 
your ear, that speaks from heaven, that you may come to observe his 
counsel, teachii^, instruction, and direction ; for all the prophets and 
holy men of God, and the apostles, were attentive and obedient to this 
heavenly voice, who witnessed to the truth, who had a witness in hea- 
ven also: and such declared forth the glorious truth, which they had 
from the instructions of the Almighty, as you may read throughout the 
scriptures, what glorious expressions and weighty truths they declared, 
whose ears were attentive to him that spoke from heaven; and how 
also they declared against them that stopped their ears, and closed their 
eyes, and hardened their hearts : their ears not being attentive to the 
heavenly voice, but td the earthly. And so if the earthly, and the sin 
and evil have the ear, it will fill it with that which is bad, and harden 
the heart, and choke the good ; therefore the Lord must have the ear, 
who is the ruler of heaven and earth. And as your ears are attentive 
lo the Lord's voice, that speaks from heaven, iniquity's mouth is stop- 
ped in you, the throne of iniquity is thrown down in your that is, the 
wicked spirit and power, where iniquity sits $ and the chambers of im- 
agery are thrown down in you, where all thoughts, and imaginations 
are. As the ear is attentive to the voice of him that speaketh from 
heaven, you will come to the throne of the Lamb, who hath the power, 
who hath the victory and the dominion, that all may live there in the 
everlasting power of God, that goes over all deceit, which was before 
deceit and darkness were; and always feel a growing in the power of 
the Lord God, that is universal and everlasting, that you may all be 
heirs of the power of an endless life, and come to inherit it, and pos- 
sess it, and sit down in the possession of the same, that every one's lot 
may fall in the land of the living, where the Lord hath his glory and 
his honour for ever and ever. Oh 1 the glory, glory of the Lord, that 
spreads over all! And here you have his savour, and can taste your 
meat in the power of the Lord God, feeding upon every word that pro- 
ceeds out of the mouth of God, having every one's ear attentive to his 
voice : in this you grow up in the life that is eternal. G. F. 

VoK.. VIL 36 
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CCXLVI. 

dear friends ! mind every one your habitation in tbe poWer of 
the Lord Grod, that first convinced you, and keep your possession in it, 
in the sense of God's love and mercy to your souls; for your unity and 
fellowship lie in the spotless power, truth, and life of the everlasting^ 
God of life and power ; and herein to you the springs of life will be 
opened, through which you may be daily refreshed up to the God of 
life. Oh ! be tender of the spotless truth and life, through which you 
may come to answer it in all Friends, that they may have unity with 
you in the same life and power, through which you may be a good sa^ 
vour to God, and a blessing to him in your generations, serving the 
Lord God in tbe newness of life, as a chaste spouse and bride to him, 
in body, soul, and spirit, having an esteem of your bodies, which are for 
the Lord, and to be his temple, not for adultery or fornication, nor 
idolatry. Oh I therefore mind and keep in the holy life, and feel the 
moving and counselling power and spirit of the Almighty 'm you, direct- 
ing you into the ways of truth and righteouoiess, peace and holiness, 
without which none shall see God. Live in the peaceable life, and lov& 
it ; eye that which makes for peace, for God is the author of peace, and 
not of confusion. So live all in the precious truth of God, feeling it in 
its operation ; through which unity and the peaceable life may be pre- 
served amongst you in righteousness and peace ; for wars, and strifes, 
and troubles, and fightings, come by unrighteous actions, which are be* 
low truth and righteousness ; for truth leads into the nK>dest, decent, 
and comely life, which is honourable and estimable to God, and in the 
hearts of all his people. So live in tbe truth and the power of it, that 
you may all come to be heirs of the power of an endless life, and to in- 
herit and possess the endless life, the power of a world that hath no 
end. And so keep your eyes to your possessions, and to the life that 
hath no end ; and herein you will increase in the truth, in the righte- 
ousness and holiness, and the power and virtue of the holy life ; and so 
sit down in your possessions, that you may all serve the Lord in a pure 
mind, soul, and spirit, and none to defile your bodies, but have esteem 
of them, as vessels of honour, and vessels fitted to receive the treasure& 
of the Lord. G. F. 

London, the 16th of the 9th month, 1666. 

ccxLvn. 

Dear friends, — ^Dwell in the gentle wisdom of the Lord God, which i» 
easy to be entreated ; and let not wilfulness, hastiness, and impatience. 



1666] 283 

lay open your nakedness to the world ; but dwell in the power, seed, 
and life of Christ Jesus, the wisdom of God, that with that ye all may 
be kept clothed in patience, and-in the love of the Lord God, and in 
the light; in which is the unity one with another, and with God. And 
in the peaceable mind and spirit dwell, for the patient sufierer weareth 
the crown, and hath the victory at last ; and not the hasty, aggravat- 
lag, revengeful, killing, and fighting spirit ; which* must be crushed 
down with the seed of the Lord God, that bruiseth the serpent's head ; 
which is the cause of enmity, venom, and poison ; which head being 
bruised down with the seed and life, then nothing is fed upon but life, 
and glory. And in that is the peace. G. F. 

OCXLVnL — Jin exhortation to set up women^s meetings. 

Friends, — ^Keep your meetings in the power of the Lord Grod, that 
hath gathered you ; and none quench the spirit, nor despise prophesying, 
but keep up your testimony in public and private. Let not the mouths 
of babes and sucklings be stopped, nor the seed in male or female, but 
all be valiant for the Lord's truth upon the earth. Concerning the 
women's meetings ; encourage all the women of families, that are con- 
vinced, and mind virtue, and love truth, and walk in it ; that they may 
come up into God's service, that they maybe serviceable in their gene- 
ration, and in the creation, and tome into the practice of the pure 
religion, which you have received from God, from above ; that every 
one may come to know their duty in it, and their service in the power 
and wisdom of God. For now the practical part is called for. For peo- 
ple must not be always talking and hearing, but they must come into 
obedience to the great God of heaven and earth. 

And so that none may stand idle out of the vineyard, and out of the 
service, and out of their duty; for such will talk and tattle, and judge 
with evil thoughts, of what they in the vineyard say and do. And 
therefore the power of the Lord Grod calls in all, into their duty, into 
their service, in their places, in virtue and righteousness, and into the 
wisdom and power of Grod. For all that are out of this, are out of their 
duty and services, though they may have the knowledge 6f it, yet are 
not serviceable in the creation nor in their generation ; and the power 
of God must go over, and is over all such ; in which all must be acted, 
and in which true obedience is known. 

And therefore train up your young women to know their duty in this 
thing, that they may be in their services and places ; for all truth's 
business you are to do in the power and wisdom of God ; by^which you 
are kept open to the Lord, to receive of his gifts and graces, and of his 
life, through which you are to minister one to another. And all keep- 
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ing in it, then tbere is none to let nor stop its flowing ; but fhrongfa it 
you are all watered, as a garden ^f plants ; by which you are nourish- 
ed. And so all be faithful and diligent And make all the sober women, 
both of town and Gountry, acquainted with this thing. And read this 
in your Monthly Meetings, when, you are gathered together. And when 
you have made the sober women acquainted, in the towns and countries, 
and baye them together, then read this amongst thenu So no more 
but my love. 6. F. 

OCXLEL— ^ general epistle to FriendSf and allpeqple, to readavet 

and consider in the fear qf Ood. 

r 

Blessed are all those whose minds are stayed upon the Lord, for they 
shall be kept in perfect peace; so where the mind is stayed upon the 
Lord, there is a perfect peace; for it is a whole peace, which cannot 
be broken. So here is not only a perfect peace, but a blessing ; a per- 
fect peace which comes from the God of all peace, (that bruiseth the 
serpent's head under your feet, the troubler,) and the blessings which 
coDfke from the blessed GrQd. So all imperfect peace may be broken, 
that is when the mind is stayed upon the creature, or in any creature, 
and not upon the Creator; or in any outward things,* goods, houses, 
lands, or inventions of vanities, in the foolish vain fashions ; which the 
lus^ of the eye and the pride of life go into, which will defile and cor« 
rupt it. When any of these things fail, and are not according to ybur 
mind, it being in. them, then your peace is broken, and you are cross 
and brittle, and envy gets up. So this is not a perfect peace, but i»a 
broken peace, and then you have the trouble and not the blessing. And 
the reason is, because your minds are in the creatures, and the outward 
things, and are not stayed upon the Creator, where the perfect peace 
is, and the blessing, where pothing can get betwixt you and the Lord. 
And this is below Job, to have the mind in the creatures and visible 
things; for when you are tried, and creatures fail you, you are crossed 
and troubled; that shows an imperfect state; for Oodsaid-, that Job 
was a perfect man. And when the Lord suffered him to be tried, 
and when hia goods and houses were thrown down, ^nd driven 
away, and servants killedi he said, ' Blessed be the name of the Lord ^ 
for the Lord gave, and the. Lord taketh.' ^ere his mind was stayed 
upon the Lord, and he retained his peace. And when that his children 
were destroyed, and his wife said to him, ' What ! dost thou still retain 
thy integrityt Curse God and die ;^ he rebukes her and calls her a 
foolish woman ; and said unto her, < Shall I receive good of the Lor4 
aiid not evil ? Naked I came out of my mother's womb^ and naked I 
must return.' Here Job kept bis int^rity still^and did not all this while 
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oiend With his lips. Now maiiy of you, who think yourselves high, 
and above Job, if your goods and children should be after the same 
maimer taken away, (whose minds are in them,) you would be found 
in a troubled brittle state, far below Job* And when Job's friends 
came to reason with him, who kept his integrity, and would no way 
yield to them, they counted him an hypocrite, and said, * he restrained 
* prayer, and filled his belly with east wind ;* and said, * Wlmt ! shall mor** 
tal man be more pure than his maker? Shall man that is bom of a 
woman be just? Grod chai^eth his angels With folly, and the heavens 
are not clear in his sight And these are the scriptures the priests use 
to bring against Friends, (who keep their integrity,) as Job's friends did 
against him. But at the last the Lord commanded Job to offer a sacri- 
fice for his friends, because they had sinned, and spoken not right, as 
Job had, who was perfect and kept his integrity. And the apostle said 
to the saints,. 'that he had learneid in all conditions to' be content/ 
(Mark,) in all conditions ; but this was when he was Paul, not when he 
was Saul, running up and down with' his packet of letters, haling the 
saints before the rulers like a parater ; then he was not content, neither 
with^his own condition, nor others ; but when he came to learn Christ, 
who destroys the devil and his works, who teaCheth to know all things, 
then in all things he learned to be content So that you know that there 
is learning, and learned ; as a child when hb is learning, and become 
learned, is witness of two states. So Paul, he had leamc^d in all condi- 
tions to be content ; and who was his schoolmaster, but Christ, by whom 
all things were made^ not of man, nor by man, (out of the truth,) so 
while he learned of men, and by men, he was not content, neither are 
any others. 

Therefore all are to learn of Christ, the light, the life, and the truth, 
that you may come to that condition, to have learned in all conditions 
to be content, and not to trust in uncertain riches, for^they have wings 
and will flee away. And so he is never counted a wise man, that will 
put any confidence in that which will flee away fix>m him ; for those 
are the heirs of the earth and the worlds that load themselves with 
thick clay, that they may set their nests on high r but they that be heirs 
with Christ, and of the power of to endless life, trust in the living God, 
and come to possess atf everlasting inheritance of the power of an end- 
leas life, and come to increase in the riches of the everlasting inherit- 
ance, and there lay tip riches that are everlasting, which will abide 
for ever. And mind every one God's word in your hearts, and in your 
mouths, and obey it and do it ; and be not of them that are saying in 
their hearts, who shall ascend or descend, to fetch him from above, or 
from the deep { Keep down that sayer under reproof, and then your 
ear will be open to Uiat which the righteousness of faith saith, the 
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word is nigh thee, in thy heart, and in thy mouth ; lo thou needest not 
to say, who shall ascend or descend? And that was the word which the 
messengers of God preached and do preach, and rebukes the gainsayer. 

And so all people, seeing the devil hath made the world like a wil- 
derness, and there are so many ways in it that they do not know which 
way to coine out of it, nor which ta follow. Therefore this is my an-, 
swer to you all, take David's lamp and light. You may say, what is 
that ? and where is it ? I say it is with you, the word of God. You 
may say, people do not use to carry lamps in the day-time, but in. the 
night I say, you are in the night of darkness, and therefore the word 
is called a lamp, and a light to you ; by which you may see the way of 
the Lord, which is perfect, from all men's ways, which are imperfect; 
by which ye may see the path of the just to be a shining light, from 
all the unjust paths that are in the darkness. For by this word did 
David come to outstrip his teachers, and was made wiser than them 
all ; so it will you, if you obey it ; for by this word he saw Christ, and 
called him Lord. Therefore he loved the word and hid it in his heart ; 
and by it he spake so many glorious expressions, which the world since 
hath turned into metre, and made songs, of them. And this was the 
word that came to Abrahi^m, which made him forsake his national re- 
ligion and worship, and obey the Lord. And this was the word that 
came toJacob, the shepherd, if which he saw Christ, and prophesied 
of him to his sons on his death-bed, when he said to Judah, the sceptre 
should not depart from Judah; nor a lawgiver from between his (eetf 
till Shiloh came, (meaning Christ,) and the gathering of all nations should 
be to hikn, as it is at this day ; the gathering is to Christ. And this was 
the word that came to Moses, the shepherd, when he was keeping 
sheep, which he obeyed and went to Egypt, and brought the children 
of Israel out of Egypt ; by which word he was made a minister ; and 
when that the children of Israel were come out of Egypt into the wil- 
derness, he told them, \ they need not go for the word beyond the seas, 
&c. for it was nigh them; in their hearts and mouths, to obey it and do 
it.' And this was the word that made Moses a prophet, who prophesied 
of Christ, and said, ' like unto him God would raise up a prophet, him 
should they hear in all things.' Mark ! in all things ; .we are to be 
ordered both inward and outward, thipugh hearing Christ, by whom 
all things were made. And every one that would not hear this pro- 
phet (Christ) should be cut off. For how should they continue or reign 
that will not hear Christ ?' 

And this was the word that came to SamUel, and made him a pro- 
phet, who spake to Eli the priest, and' reproved his sons, and the chil- 
dren of Israel. And this was the word that made Saul to prophesy, and 
Balaam, though they erred from it And this was the word that made 
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all the prophets to prophesy, and to reprove th6 kings of Israel, and 
their priests, of their superstition and idolatrous ways, in setting groves 
and Images in high places ; and reproved all their monthly prognosti- 
cations, who spoke land aeted fi;om them, and not from the Lord. 
' And this was the word that came to Isaiah, by which he prophesied 
of Christ, and of his preaching, and of his sufferings, and by which 
word he reproved the shepherds, which were as greedy dumb dogs, 
that could never have enough, seeking their gain from their quarter. 
And by this word he saw, that all the children of God should be taught 
of God, and be established in righteousness and peace ; and though 
many, tongues should rise up in judgment against them, yet those that 
were taught of Grod should condemn them all ; such power should be 
given to his children. And the many weapons formed agaibst them 
should not prosper,^ God would restrain them. And also he saw them 
that were cast out, that trembled at God's word ; to whom God would 
appear to their glory, and to the shame and to the confounding of them 
that cast them out for his name sake, as it is at this day. 
' And this was the word of God that made Jeremiah a prophet, by 
which he saw the new covenant ; by which word he was sent to re- 
prove the people and the princes, of the filthy and horrible thing com- 
imtted in th^ land, that the priests preached for hire, and the prophets 
prophesied falsely. And for reproving them for their superstition and 
idolatry, they struck him,, and put him in the stocks and prison, and 
persecuted him in the dungeon, till his persecutors were carried into 
captivity. And by the word Jeremiah saw the number of seventy 
years of his persecutors being in Babylon^s captivity. 

Elijah by this word was made a prophet, und by the word reproved 
Abab and Jezebel for their idolatry, and worshipping of images. For 
which word's sake they persecuted him, and the rest of the prophets; 
and was not he fed of the ravens by the river? And did they not seek 
to take away his life? And did not he think all the Lord's prophets had 
been killed, and he left alone ; yet did not the Lord toy to him, he had 
reserved sevem thousand that had not bowed the knee to Baal ? And 
Elisha, the ploughman, by this word, was made a prophet, and forsook 
his plough; and by the word reproved the idolatry in his age of priests 
andpeople^ 

And by this word was Ezekiel made a prophet; by which word he 
reproved the shepherds of Israel, that made a prey upon the people, 
and taught them for the fleece. And by the word he saw that God 
would bring the people from under them, that they should be made a 
prey upon no longer ; and would gather them from their mouths, and 
set one shepherd over them, even Christ, (who is witnessed.) And by the 
word he reproved the false prophets, that taught for Handfuls of barley. 
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wi pieces of breads and daubed viiih untenqpered mortar, and sewed 
pillows under the arm holes. And. by the yrord he saw the pattern of 
the temple, and the return of the Jews, 

And by this word Daniel was made a prophet, and saw Christ and 
his kingdom, and how the saints should take his kingdom. And by the 
word he saw such that should, rise up against the people of God. And 
by the word he numbered the years of Cihrist to bis time, four, hundred 
ninety-nine years, and of his death»,and how be should end the sacrifices; 
and ^w that CSurist should bring up^ everlasting righteousness,, and put 
an end to sin, and end their prophets, and seal up ^eir visions. 

And by the word was Micah made a prophet, by which he cried 
against the priests that preached for hire, and the prophets that pro* 
phesied for money, and the judges that judged for rewards, and such as 
preached peace to the people that put in their mouths, (like the priests 
in these times,) and when they didnot^ they prepared war against them, 
and chopped their flesh, and broke their bones. But Micah saw by the 
word that the sun was gone dawn upon such prophets and priests, and 
they should have no vision nor answer from God. Therefore such as are 
against revelations and visions, on them the sun is. set, and gone down 
and the night comes upon them. 

And by the word was Amos the herdsman made a prophet, who was 
a gatherer of fruits ; and likewise all the rest of the prophets, who spoke 
forth divine things, and reproved the superstition and idolatry in their 
time and day. And by the word did the prophets speak, forth divine 
things; which word brought them into the divine nature and mind; 
which word hammered and cut down that which corrupted their na- 
tures. And this was the word that made so many fishermen preachers 
of the gospel, which is the power of God. 

And this was the. word which made Matthew the toll gatherer, Luke 
the physician, and Paul the tent maker^ ministers and preacherB of the 
gospel, and power of God. And this was the word which made Peter 
to see Joel's prophecy, how. that God would pour out ^f his ^irit upon 
all flesh, and sons and daughters should prophesy, and young ipen stundd 
see visions, and old men dream dreanas; and the pouring -forth of the 
spirit upon.servants and. handmaids, that every one should have some- 
thing to speak to the glory of God. And now priests, and proud pre- 
lates, and bishops, and popes, though you have made a trade of the 
saints' words, and apostlesVand prophets' words, find gotten a great deal 
of money by them, (which were fishermen and shepherds' words from 
the word,) yet nevertheless, if a company of shepherds, herdsmen, fish- 
ermen, tent makers and toll gatherers should come amongst you to 
preachi you would say. Away with these mfchanic fellows, they have 
not served seven yea^ apprenticeship at thii coU^es, which were set 
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up to make ministers ; therefore they are not to set up, because they 
have not served their apprenticeship. What say the shepherds, henk- 
men, fishermen, tent makers, physicians, and toll gatherers? Do you 
make a trade of our friends' words, who were of our occupation, that 
never served apprenticships in colleges, before they spake forth the 
wotds you make a trade of 7 What ! will you. make a trade of our 
friends' words, who wer^ of our occupation ? Away withyou to work, 
and away with your colleges ; for our brother Paul the tent maker said, 
he that will not work must not eat For, would you own Christ if he 
had come in your day, who was called, a carpenter's son ? You popes, 
with your triple crowns, and you lord bishops, with your coaches and 
pampered horses, and gorgeous apparel, with your black cpats^ and 
white coats, and silk girdles : are you like to entertain him who was 
called a carpenter^s son? Or to cast him and his mother into the man- 
ger in your stables. 

This was the word by which. John the evangelist saw Christ, who 
doth enlighten every man tl)at cometh into the world, and saw how he 
became flesh, and came to his oWn, and that his o'wn did not receive 
him ; but to as many as received Christ the light, to them he gave 
power to become the sons of God ;• which all they that are ministers bf 
the letter, made by their seven years learning in. their colleges, and not 
by the word, (hating the light,) cannoi know. And by this word, the 
minister of the word preaches Christ's word, life, death and resurrec- 
tion. And therefore, as John saith in his epistle, ' That which our eyes 
have seen, our hands have handled^ and our ears have heard of the 
word of life, do we- preach unto you ; that which was from the begin- 
ning.' In the beginning was the. word; though since the beginning 
were the words and letters ; for the scriptures of truth are the words 
of God, and the words of Christ ; and he that adds to these words, (saith 
John in the reVeIations>) God. shall add unto him the plagues that are 
written in this book, &c. So the word was in the beginning, and 
Christ's name is called, the word of God; but Christ is neither 
called scriptures nor writings, for scriptures signify writings. So, 
in the beginning was the word; since the beginning were all 
false ways, false churches, false teachers; and in the word ye 
comprehend them all. The priests say, that {lebrew, Greek;, and 
Latin, are the original*; but the many languages began at Babel, 
which Nimrod, the hunter before the LK)rd, began to build, after God 
had destroyed the old wprld with water ; then would he go build a 
tower, which should reach to heaven ; then God came down and con- 
founded them into many languages. So he hunted before the Lord, but 
the Lord followed him, and confounded him in all his work, as he will 
all the builders that run* before him. And all the priests that have 

Vol. VII. 37 
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gotten the many languages, which began at BabeU they tell simple ig- 
mxunt people that ttiey have the original, and are the orthodox men, 
and get into a different habit from them, and say, the Quakers are a 
simple people, and despise the learned orthodox men, who have the 
original. Give ear O people! If these languages, which came up at 
the confounding of Babel, are the priests- original that makes them 
orthodox and divine, then Pilate, that crucified Christ, was as good an 
orthodox divine as they ; for when he crucified Christ, he wrote a paper 
in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin, and set atop of him ; he was as ignorant 
of scripture, and of orthodox and divine matters as you, and you as he. 
And the apostle saith, 'that tongues must cease;' then that which 
makes orthodox men and divines, as you say, must cease, according to 
the apostles' doctrine ; and so then tongues neither are the original, nor 
make orthodox nor divine. And John, that gave forth the revelations, 
saith, * that the whore and beast set upon tongues,' &c. ' and the ever- 
lasting gospel must be preached again to all kindreds and tongues;' 
which was before Babel was, where waf{ the beginning of tongues. 
Now it is clear' that the gospel must be preached to all nations aifd 
tongues; and that tongues are not the original, neither do they make 
divines^ or orthodox men ; but it is clear that it is the word which was 
in the beginning which makes a divine; yea, of tradesmen, who are 
base and contemptiUe in the eyes of the proud, and them that have 
gotten Babel's tongues, who are confounded by the ministers of the 
word which was in the beginning, before Babel was;- for all the earth 
was of one language and speech before Babel. And you that call your- 
selves orthodox men made by tongues, and say, that is your original, 
you are Ibo blind, that you cannot see that there was dn original before 
Babel was ; for, did not Enoch the prophet, the seventh from Adam, 
who prophesied in the old world before it was destroyed, and long be- 
fore Babel was, speak concerning the cbming of Christ in ten thousand 
of his saints, as in Jude ? And Lamech prophesied, in the old world, con- 
cerning Noah and Adam, and others might be instanced^ who were 
before your tongues (which you call your original) were. And so we 
say, that the word of God is the' original, which doth -fulfil, the scrip- 
tures; and the word is it which makes a divine. Which is called a ham- 
mer, but it is a living hammer ; * and is called a sword and fire, but it is 
a living sword, and a living fire, to hammer, and cut down, and burn 
iq» that which separated and kept man from <Sod ; by whidi word man 
is reconciled again to God, which is called the word of reconciliation ; 
by this word are men and women sanctified and made clean^ And this 
is the word that makes both men and women divine, aiid brings them 
into the divine natore, which hammers and cuts down that which cor- 
rujjpted their nature ; and by this word are th6y brought into a divine 
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wisdom, understanding, knowledge, spirit, and power. And this is the 
word that lives, and abides, and endures for ever, by which th^ saints 
are born again of the immortal seed and word of God, (who £^ed upon 
the milk of the word,) up into a divine life, wisdom, and understanding, 
and divine nature. And by this word they do see all flesh to be as'^ass, 
and as the flower of the field that fadeth ; and the word of God that 
lives, and abides, and endures for ever, is Christy whose name is called 
the word of God. 

And so- keep the word of patience, which is over all the impatient 
spirits, and then you will know that the word of life, the word of pa- 
tience, and word of wisdom, is everlasting, and abides and endures for- 
I ever. All. they that are in the letter, out of the life and word, 
have neither patience to- themselves nor others ; for the word of pa- 
tience, and the word of life, which is to be kept in all tribulations, was 
hetore death and impatient spirits were. 

Coneerning the worship of Ood, and the Jew outward^ and the 
inward Jew^s offerings with their garments. 

L There was a worship at Jerusalem. 

3. There was a worship at the mountain, where Jacob's well was. 
Jacob went down into Egypt with bis fatnily, and he died in Egypt, and 
bis sons carried him out of Egypt, and buried him in the latid of Canaan, 
in his grandfather Abraham's biirying-ptace ; and after several hundred 
years the children of Israel came out of Egypt into the land of Canaan, 
and there they built Jerusalem and the temple ; and there was but one 
temple in the whole world icommanded of God, and that was at Jerusa- 
lem: And befoi^^ in the days of Jacob, there was a worship set up at 
the moun^in, near unto Samaria, where Jacob digged a welt. There- 
lore when the. woman of Samaria came out to fetch water at Jacob's 
well, the woman reasoned with Christ about worship, and she said, 
'Our fathers wordiipped at this mountain, but others at Jerusalem;' 
and Christ answered her again, ' The time cometh that neither at Je- 
rusalem, tior at Ais mountMn shall Ged be worshipped.' There he 
denies the continuance of these two public places of worship ; and when 
be had done that, he sets up another worship, for he said, 'God was a 
spirit, and they tiiat worshipped him must worship him in the spirit and 
in the truth; for the hour cometh, and now is, that such God seeks to 
worship him.' And this worship he set up; and preached up above 
sixteen hundred years since; which worship he set up many hundred 
years before ma884>ook, common-prayer-book, directory, or church-faith 
was. And this was the public worship that Christ set up in the spirit 
and in the truth; ' for God is a spirit, and such he sought to worriiip 
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him;* that worshipped him in spirit and truth. So all are to mind the 
worship that God seeks, and not the worship that men «eek. And CSirist 
said, 'that the temple should be thrown down, and the city of Jeru- 
salem, and the Jews scattered over all nations.' And the apostle saith, 
' He is not a Jew that is one outward, but he is a Jew that is one in- 
ward in the spirit, and not of the letter ; for that killeth, but the spirit 
makes alive.' What! cries the world> do you deny temple-worship? 
Nay, we say every man and Woman must come into the temple, if he 
worship Grod in the spirit and trujfch. And is not the spirit within, and 
the truth in the inward parts? For, ' do not you Jsnow that your bo- 
dies are the temples of the holy ghost, which is the holy spirit?' And 
can any worship God who is a spirit, in the truth, but they must come 
to the spirit and the truth of Crod in their own hearts? Here we set 
'<up the public and temple worship, which Christ set up, which every 
man and woman in the world must come to, ' truth in the inward partis,' 
and the spirit of G^d within them, and worship in the spirit ; they must 
be in it, and in the truth, to worship the God of all truth, who is a 
spirit. And this is the public and universal worship; and this brings 
every man and woman in the world to truth, ^nd the spirit of God in 
their own hearts. And so this brings all to know their bodies to be the 
temples of the holy spirit, in which they worship, as the. Jew outward 
worshipped in his outward temple. But the temple, since the apostles' 
days, has been so filled with smoke out of the bottomless pit, and so 
filled with darkness, that no man could enter inta this temple to wor- 
ship God; and there the spirit of God hath been vexed and grieved. 
And so their {>rophecy, revelation, and vision have been denied. by the 
author of this smoke ; but the seventh angel has poured out his vial, 
that men begiti to enter into the temple to worship. God in the spirit 
and truth ; sind the glory of the Lord shall fill the temple. And Christ 
and his apostles never altered this worship in the spirit and in the truth ; 
though the beast and the whore, the false church, have set up another 
wprship since the apostles' days. But all must come to worship God 
in spirit, (which was before their worship was set up,) which was set 
up in the apostles' days. And so aH must come to worship God in the 
spirit and in the truth, which was before, mass-book was, which gpt lip 
many hundred years after' Christ; but that is and was the public and 
universal worship^ set up by Christ the second Adam, to the sons of 
Adam in the fall, which brings every man and womkn to truth, and the 
spirit of God. in. their own hearts, in that spirit and truth they must 
worship God. 

But, cries the world, did not they pray in the temple, the Jew out- 
ward, and must not you pray in the temple ? Yes, the Jews m the spirit 
pray ita his temple, and sing, ajid rej<Mce in his . temple ; for, what ! 
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* Do you not know, that your bodiies are the temples of the holy ghost V 
And soi if you pray, you must pray in the holy ghost, and rejoice in 
the holy ghost, and sing in tbe spirit: and how can you sing, and rejoice, 
and pray in the spirit, but you must go into the temple, your bodies 
being the temples of the holy ghost ? For the outward Jew's temple 
was thrown down:, and he is not a Jew that is one outward,, but h<e is 
a Jew that is one inward in the spirit. Stephen was stoned to- death, 
for denying the Jews' outward temple, and witnessing Christ; and Ste- 
phen was full of the holy ghost ; so he was the temple of the holy ghost: 
and so they whose bodies are the temples of the holy ghost, are the 
temples made without hands, which are set above all temples made 
with men's hand& 

But if you say, < Did not the Jews' priests dwell in the temple, and 
there they were to ofier in the temple ?' - 

In answer, yes i there was but one temple in the whole world com- 
manded of God, and it was set up at Jerusalem, and never commanded 
to be set up in England, Ireland, Scotland, France, Spain, and Rome ; 
but the Jews were to go either to worship at Jerusalem, and there to 
keep the feast of tabernacles, or* else their eye^ were to rot in their 
heads, and their tongues in their' mouths, and-their camels were to die 
of such and. such plagues; as in Zecbariah you may read. And they 
w^re to come out of all naticms under heaven, to worship and keep the 
feast of tabernacles at Jerusalem ; and the apostles did there wait, at 
the time of Pentecost, to be endued with power from on high. And so 
that temple was thrown down about forty years after 'Christ: for you 
that cry up outward temple worship, made with men's hands-in your 
own nations, are worse. than the Jews; for they were to have but one 
temple, and^ one people ; and that temple is down, and the worship ; 
and he is not a Jew that is one outward, but he is a Jew that is one 
inward in the spirit. And so Christ's worship in the spirit and truth', 
is set above the Jews' outward worship at Jerusalem, and the mountain 
worship near Samaria ; and the Jew inward is set above the Jew out- 
ward ; and above the Jew's outward ofiering in his outward temple, and 
the priest having chambers in the temple, that was the place of their 
oflfering ; the Jew inward, he offers in his temple the spiritual sacrifices; 
and no where eke dolh he offer but in his temple ; for by the spirit, 
doth he offer to God, who is a spirit. And they that offered in the 
Jews' temple, were to wear the holy garments ; so are you to do that 
are the true christians, and are called a rpyal priesthood. What! are 
all true christians priests? Yes. What! afe women priests? Yes, wo- 
men priests. And can men and women offer sacrifices without they 
wear the holy garments? No. What are the holy garments men and 
women must wear ? The fine linen ; and they must go in white. What ! 
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18. this the priest's surplice 7 Nay; the surplice got up when the fine 
linen, the righteousness of saints, and going in white, was lost* Wl^at 
18 the fine linen an4 going in white, that tlns.royal priesthood must wear, 
which are the royal garments? It is^ the righteousness of Christ, which 
is the righteousness of the saints ; this is the royal garment of the royal 
priesthood, which every one must put on, men and women. So every 
on&put on your robes, put on your garments, the righteousness of Quist, 
as a cloak, that you may offer to the Lord an offering in righteousness. 
You that are sensible of the Lord's mercies, ofifer to him his praise,* his 
glory and honour, his spiritual sacrifice in your temple, as the sweet 
odours, myrrh, and frankincense. And when the Jews' temple was 
cleansed, and the rubbish cast out of it, the glory of the Lord filled the 
temple: and when your temples are cleansed^ and the rubbish cast out 
of your temples by your high priest, Jesus Clhristi in the male and the 
female, who destroys the devil and his works, you will witness renew- 
ing up into the image of God, into righteousness and holiness, as man 
was in before the serpent got the rubbish into him. So Christ, who 
destroys the devil and his works, brings them to the state that man and 
woman were in before he got into them that' is, into righteousness and 
holiness, and up into himself, to the measure of the. fulness of Christ, 
who was glorified with the Father before the world began. Here the 
glory of the Lord will fill every one of your, temples, through which 
you will come to praise the Lord in your temple, and to offer an offer- 
ing in righteousness in your temple by the spirit, a spiritual sacrifice 
to God, who is a Spirit. So here you are- a royal {wiesthood, offering 
up the spiritual sacrifices. And was not the Jew outward, to have fire 
and lamps burn always in his temple? And are not the Jews in spirit 
always to have the word, which is a fire, in their temple, and the light 
of Christ? For doth not Christ say, 'Have oil in your lamps?' And 
were not their bodies that lamp ? And was there not to be salt in the 
Jews' temple, to season their sacrifices? And so, are not you to have 
always salt in yourselves, (doth not Christ say so?) by which you may 
savour and be seasoned, that all your sacrifices may be seasoned with 
salt? And you know that the Jews outward were not to ofier the 
blind, the lame, the unclean, and the halt in their temple ; neither are 
you, that are the Jews in the spirit, to offer the halt, the lame, the un- 
clean, nor the swine, nor the blind; but the spiritual sacrifice with the 
spirit to God who is a spirit; by which spirit you see, and by which 
spirit you are made clean and sanctified, and are enabled to mortify 
that swinish nature ; by which spirit you come to walk upright, not to 
halt ; as you walk in the Spirit, by the spirit you come to oflfer to God 
the spiritual sacrifices. And this is the standing offering in the temple, 
which Christ yimr priest dwells in, who ends the Jews' priests that dwelt 
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in their outward temple, and ends their temple; and ends their offer- 
ings and sacrifices, aiid the blood of bulls and goats. Christ the offering, 
once for all their ofierings ; and Christ the everlasting covenant, end» 
the first covenant ; and Christ the temple, ends the Jews' outward tem^ 
pie, where their offerings and sacrifices were, and the priesthood, and 
sets up the royal priesthood, with his royal garment, his righteousness, 
that offers to God the spiritual sacrifices in the temple. And so Christ 
ends all the types, figures, and shadows, and variable things that were 
given^ to man since the fall, and held up by the law, which they were 
not to add to the law 6f God, nor take from it; which stood very nigh 
two thousand years: which law served till Christ came, and was good 
in its place, and was added because of transgression. Wh^n many trans- 
gressed the image of God, his righteousness and holiness^ and were fallen 
from it, then the righteous law, which is good, holy, and just, cap^ie 
atop of man ; and this served with all its shadows till the seed Christ 
eame; but Christ is come, who was the end of the law for righteous- 
ness sake, to every one that believes ; and in Christ is no shadow, va- 
riableness, nor turning, for he was before shadows were,, glorified with 
the Father before the world began ; who is the first and last, the be- 
ginning and ending, the top and corner-stone, the chief master-builder, 
the elect and precious one, whom all the builders in all ages rejected, 
that were of men, and by men, and from men; whom the heirs of the 
world cast out, and could not abide that he should reign, whose right 
it is. Though he be the foundation of many generations, all the heirs of 
the world know not his generation; they that are in the first birth, 
whose building is not on Christ the rock, but on the sand. And there- 
fore have their houses of religion and worship so often been beaten 
down with the storms of the sea, not being upon the rock Christ Jesus, 
which is above all the storms and tempests in the world, and before the 
sea was ; who is the lion of the tribe of Judah, and the root of David, 
and the lamb of God which takes away the sins of the world. And the 
Iamb must have the victory over all that are in the nature of wild 
beasts, wild heifers,, dogs, wolves, and horses. And is not this a mystery 
to you all, that the lamb should take away your sins, that the lamb 
should have the victory over the doggish, wolfish, heiferish, and swinfeh 
nature in you,Jike horses or serpents? The clean and holy lamb must 
have the victory over all this in you; and therefore join to him that 
hath the victory^ who is the captain of your salvation, who bruiseth 
the serpent's head ; Christ theseed (that is he) that breaks the ser- 
pent's power, and crusheth him to pieces, destroying him and his works. 
Here Christ is King of kings, and Lord of lords, above all principalities, 
powers, and thrones, is he ascended ; * who opens and no man shuts, 
and shuts and no man opens.' So he that opens to you by his light, none 
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can shut fn>m you^ who filleth your kmps with oil of gladness ; and 
CSirist shuts to- all them that deny his light, for they dray him; no man 
among them then can open ; and that makes themgo tc^ether hy the 
ears about their worships, and churches, and scriptures, and to perse- 
cute one another. Though they do profess Christ, yet denying his light, 
they deny him : these are antichrists, that are against him, though they 
do profess him ; and such are by the light condemned, that are against 
the power of God and the gospel; the power of God is the savour of 
death to them, but a savour of life to them that be in the life. And, 
' in me you have peace,' says Christ ; and he gives peace to them that 
are in him, that no man can take away : ' but in the world you have 
trouble,' saith Christ : that is, in Adam, in the fall from righteousness 
and holiness; for in righteousness there is peace, and in holiness people 
see God; and out of this holiness they do not. see God. 

Concerning who drink the new ivine, nnd who drink the old, and 
who are the bottles that hold each, •dnd whose teeth are set on 
edge, and whose not. 

'■' ' * 

Now all that are called Christendom, they do profess to believe in 
the name of Christ ; yet iook upon them, see what a confused family it 
is, worse than the Turks,, tod Mc^uliS, and the heathen; for in the 
Turks' country there are Jews, Christians, and Turks, and the Turks 
keep their sabbath upon the' Sixth-day,' and the Jews upon the Se- 
venth-day, and the Christians upon the First-day; and the Turks do 
not persecute them about religion, but let them enjoy their meetings. 
And the Mogul, it is said of him, that there have been sixty sorts of 
rel^ons in his country; but he persecutes none for their religion, but 
lets them have their meetings. And that all that are called Christen- 
dom, professing the name of Christ, that they should persecute odc 
anot^r, and tear one another to pieces about worship^ and religion, 
and the steeple-house, which they Imve given the title of church to; 
which is a title taken from the people, and given to a house. And 
that they should persecute one another about eating flesh and 
fish, the lents, the holy days, and about fastings, and about white coats, 
black coats, girdles, tippets, and hoods, altars, crosses, and candlesticks, 
and about processions, and running to graves for relics, and such visit- 
ing places I And that they that profess Christ should fall out about 
outward things, and tear one another to pieces about outward things, 
and kill, imprison, and burn one another about such things'; and about 
their sacraments, and baptisms, which are bread, and water, and wine; 
the kingdom of God stands not in meats, nor drinks, nor flesh, nor fish, 
nor holy days, nor fasting days, nor tippets, nor hoods, nor girdles, nor 
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white coats, nor black coats^ nor altars, nor candlesticks^ nor proces- 
sioDSy nor beads, nor steeple«bouses« The l^ingdom of God stands in 
righteousness, and faith, and joy in the holy ghost ; and where, there is 
righteousness there is peace ; and where there is true faith there, is 
victory^ and building one anpther up in the holy faith; but out of this 
faith there is no building, no victory; but Cain, the sacrificer, persecut- 
ing. Abel. And therefore they are not counted wise men and wise 
women that persecute one another about such thicks that the kingdom 
of God standsnot im Therefore love one another, instead of persecut- 
ing one another; and be meek, and not high; and entreat, and not 
threaten ; and bless, and not curse ; and love, and not hate ; and do 
good, and not evil; and live in the will of God, and be not self-willed; 
and mind the religion of Christ, and not your own; for you persecute 
one another about your own things that you invent, and not Christ's; 
for Christ's religion doth not admit of any persecution or violence^ nor 
to hate friends or enemi^ ; ,but self-religion will hate aod persecute 
both; such, deny Christ, manifesting they are not of God. And so biting 
and devouring one another, hath been the way of consuming one an- 
other. For, were there not more true christians before, than there were 
after the- pope got up? For when they began, to bite one another^ 
then they consumed one another. And you read in the scriptures of 
two bottles, the old bottle, that holds the old wine ; and the new bottle^ 
that holds the new wine; and he that drinks the new will npt desire to 
drink the old ; and he. that drinks the old, will not desire to drink the 
new. And Christ is the vine that afibrds this new wine, which is put 
in the new bottle; and^ they that believe in bis light, and: become 
children of his light, sit under his vine, and drink of his wine. And 
Adain in the fall. is the old bottle, that holds the old wine of transgress 
sion, where all the sour grapes are, and they that sit in transgression 
drink of t];ie sour grapes, of which their bottle is fuU^ full of the wine 
of the wrath of fornication. So they will not drink of the new. So this 
old wine^ that comes from the sour grapes, sets all their teeth on edge, 
by which they bite and devour one another, and so are consumed one 
of another, and devoured one of another, by their biting with their 
edged teeth. Let all the places called Christendom witness to this 
since there hath been a pope, and since there hath come up a Turk; 
and how it was before their was a pope or a Turk either ; what grin- 
ning and biting with their edged teeth, and consuming one another 
there hath been and is, to this day, about religions which they made 
themselves, and are the works of their own bands, (contrary to Christ 
and the apostles' religion,) and have fed of the works of their own 
hands, and bitten others with their edged teeth, that would not. But 
they that drink of the new vVine, and desire not to drink of the old, bite 
Vol. VII. 38 
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not, but love one another, and love enemies ; and so they are not con- 
sumed one of another, but live in love, peace, and unity, and mind that 
which the kingdom of God stands in, righteousness, and faith, and joy 
in the holy ghost And there is the pure religion from above^ that 
keeps itself from the spots of the world; which is, to visit the father- 
less, and relieve the widows, and live in the unity and fellowship of the 
spirit^ which is the bond of peace; and live in the law of the spirit of 
life, which makes free from the law of sin and death, which life was 
before sin was or death either. . And such sit under their own vine 
Christ, in the fellowship of the gospel, the power of God, which power 
of God was before the devil was, and are the church in God, and Christ 
is their head. But they that have the old bottle full of the old wine, 
that comes from the grapes of transgression, (by which their teeth are 
set on edge,) obey the law of sin and death, and are under the autho- 
rity of the prince of the air and darkiiess, and are under the power of 
death, and his lusts and works they do, who wa3 a liar from the begin- 
nii^g, whose religion lies in a lie, and not in the truth that makes free; 
but that is it which the devil is out of, and all his servants, and there- 
fore they fight against the truth with their edged teeth, who are drunk 
with the old wine ; and such cannot abide to hear talk of truth, and 
the spirit to guide people, who first hate it in themselves and quench 
it, and grieve it;, but such the God of truth will quench their fierce- 
ness, and will grieve them that grieve his spirit, which is given to 
them ; who will judge the world in righteousness, and the secrets of 
every ones heart, according to the gospel, and every one shall have a 
reward according to his doing.^ And all you that profess Jesus, and live 
out of the law of Jesus, the law of love and faith, and the spirit of life 
that is in him, you are all on heaps about hia and the apostles' words, 
like unto the scribes, Pharisees, Jews, and Saducees, that professed the 
law of God and his prophets, and lived out of the law of God, and the 
life of his prophets ; such were on heaps, as the christians are now, that 
live not in the law of Jesus ; which cannot build up one another, but 
are the old bottles, full of old wine, whose t,eeth are on edge with it, 
tearing and biting at the righteous, and one at another; but the righte- 
ous shall reign, and his seed shall have the victory, and God will break 
the teeth of the . wicked. 

Concerning gathering in the name of Jesus, 

Christ Jesus the second Adam, who came amongst the sons of fallen 
Adam, you may see the beginning of his setting up his meetings, when 
he saith, ' Where twox)r three are gathered together in my name, I am 
in the midst of them.' So you see here Christ begins with a few, two 
or three ; for there was the gathering of the Jews, scribes, and Phari- 
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sees, to their temples and synagogues. And likewise there was the gather- 
ing of the heathen to Diana's temple. And all they that gathered in 
the name of Jesus came from the Jews' synagogue and temple, and 
likewise' the Gentiles, into the name of Jesus, whose name is above 
every name, and there is no salvation by any other name under the 
whole heaven, but by the name of Jesus, into which the true gathering 
is, where all know their salvation. And so who are gathered into the 
name of Jesus, are gathered into his power and authority. For you 
know when a tax or assessment is gathered in the name of the head or 
heads of a nation, it comes with power and authority, and you obey it 
either actively or passively. 

And so who are gathered in the name of Jesus, they are gathered in 
the power of the second Adam, whose power and authority are above 
the power of the first Adam's sons and daughters ; by which power, 
and in whose names, there people are gathered; but Qirist, whose 
name is above every name, there is no salvation by any other under 
heaven, but by the Qame of Jesus;, and they that are gathered in this name 
of Jesus, by his power, in which they know their salvation, they see 
that there is no salvation by any other name under the whole heaven, 
nor gathering, by which they gather ; they bid farewell to all other 
names and gatherings under heavei^ as knowing there is no. sa,lvation 
but in the name c^ Jesus ; smd thi^ fulfils Jacob's prophecy, who said, 
* The lawgiver shall not depart from between Judah's feet until Shiloh 
come, and the gathering of all nations shall be unto him.' So then it is 
clear, if the gathering of all nations be unto Christ, they must forsake 
all that into which they were gathered before. And therefore, that 
makes all the heads of the national ways to be angry that hold them 
up; and with such, the lamb mak^s war in righteousness, going on 
conquering and to conquer,. that he may rule whose right it is, that he 
might subdue all things to himself;, in whose name all things are to be 
done, and to whom all people are to be gathered, whom God hath given 
for salvation to the ends of the earth. And likewise, this doth fulfil 
Moses' prophecy, who said, * Like unto me will (rod raise up a prophet, 
whom in all things the people shall hear,' who is the salvation to the 
ends of the earth, to whom the gathering of all nations must be ; and 
they who are gathered in his name do and must hear him in all things, 
by whom all things were made and created, who was glorified with the 
Father before the world began. G. F. 
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OCL. — A warning to all to keep out of the vain/ashions of the worldj 
which lead them below the serious life; and not to fashion them- 
selves according to the world. 

Friends, — Keep out of the vain fashions of the world ; let not your 
eyes, and minds, and spirits run after every fashion (in apparel) t>f the 
nations ; for that will lead you from the solid life into unity with that 
spirit that leads to follow the fashions of the nations^ after every fashion 
of apparel that gets up. But mind that which is sober and modest, 
and keep to your plain fashions, that therein you may judge the world, 
whose minds and eyes are in, < what they shaJLput on, and what they 
shall eat' And Friends that see the world so often alter their fashions, 
if you follow them, and run into them, in that ye cannot judge the 
world, buji; the world will rather judge you. Therefore, keep all in the 
modesty, and plainness, and fervency, and sincerity, and be circumspect ; 
for they that follow those things, that the world's spirit invents daily, 
cannot be <6oIid ; and many fashions might be instanced, both of ha^, 
caps, and clothes of men and women that daily are invented, which they 
that run into are near unto the world's spirit, and their eyes are 
gazing after them, when they should be upon the* Lord, from whom 
they should receive judgment Therefore all keep do\(rn that spirit of 
the world that runs into so many fashions to please the lust of the eye, 
the lust of the flesh, and the pride of life* And fashion not yourselves 
according to your former lust of ignorance ; and let the time past be 
sufficient, in which you have lived according to the lusts of men, and 
the course of the world, that th^ rest of your time you may live to the 
will of God, taking no thought what ye shall eat, what ye shall drink, 
or what ye shall put on; that therein your lives may judge the hea- 
then, and that you may be as the lilies. For nothing you brought into 
the world, neither any thing shall you take out And, therefore, white 
the eye is gazing after every new fashion, and the mind and desire is 
thirsting to get it ; when it has it, it lifts up the mind, and so brings 
under the judgment of them that are in the sober life, and of the world 
also, and to be like them. Therefore take heed of the world's fashions, 
lest ye be moulded up into their spirit, and that will bring you to slight 
truth, and lift up the wrong eye, and wrong mind, and wrong spirit, 
and hurt and blind the pure eye, and pure mind, and quench the holy 
spirit ; and through such foolijsh toys, and fashions, and fading things, 
you may Jose your conditions. Therefore take heed of the world's va- 
nity, and triist not in the uncertain riches, neither covet the riches of 
this worW, but seek the kingdom of God, and the righteousness thereof, 
and all other things will follow ; and let your mindg be above the coptly 
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and vain fashions of attire, but mind the hidden man of the heart, which 
is a meek and a quiet spirit, which is of great price with the Lord. And 
ki^ep to justice and truth in all your dealings and tradings, at a word, 
and to the form of sound words, in the power of the Lord and in equity, 
in yea and nay in all your dealings, that your lives and conversations 
may be in heaven, and above the earth, that they may preach to all 
that you have to deal with ; so that you may be as a city set on a hill, 
that cannot be hid, and as lights of the world, answering the equal 
principle in all, that Grod in all thipgs may be glorified. So that you 
may pass your time here with felar, as pilgrims, and strangers, and 
sojourners, having an eye over all things that are uncertain, as cities, 
houses, lands, goods, and a& things below. Possess them as if ye did not; 
and thfey that marry, as if they did not; yet as having a city, whose 
maker and builder is God, and a possession of an inheritance that will 
never, fade awajr, in which you have riches that will abide with you 
eternally. G. F. 

OCLI. 

I 

My dear frjends in the truth and seed of God, in which is purity and 
life, let that flow from the head to the feet, that righteousness, and 
judgment may run down our streets as a stream. For now Friends are 
become a people gathered in the holy name of Jesus; Therefore all are 
to walk worthy of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus ; and every 
one as he hath received him, so walk in him, as becometh the gospel, 
which is the power of God, which was before the devil was ; that in 
that your life may shine before men, to answer that of God in all, that 
they may behold your good works, and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven. And so, walk in the light as children of the light and of the 
day. For you know that formerly we did cry against the powers of 
the earth, because that judgment, and justice, and righteousness did 
not run-down their streets. And now that Friends are become a great 
people, shall not judgment, and justice, and righteousness run down 
our streets as a. stream and a flood, to drive away all the filth from 
amongst us. 

And now that Friends are become a good savour in the hearts of all 
people, they have a friend in their house that will plead for them ; by 
which Friends have been kept and preserved in the life, to answer the 
friend in their house. And God having given them his dominion and 
favour, lose it not, but rather increase it in the life ; for at first ye know 
that many could not take so much money in your trade as io buy bread 
with ; all people stood aloof of you, when you stood upright, and gave 
them the plain language, and were at a word ; but now you, through the 
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life, having come to answer that of God in all, they say, they will trust 
you before their own people, knowing that you will not cheat, nor wrong, 
nor cozen, nor oppress them. For the cry is now amongst them that 
are without, where is there a Quaker of such and such a trade? So 
that they will deal with Friends before they will deal with their own. 
Oh I therefore friends, who have purchased this through great suffer- 
ings, lose not this great favour which God hath given unto you, but 
that you may answer the witness of God in every man, which witness- 
eth to your faithfulness, that they may glorify your Father on your be- 
half. 

And now, friends, if there be any oppression, exactiop, or defrauding 
by making a prize, through the freedom which God hath given you, the 
world will see such, and say, the Quakers are not as they were ; there- 
fore such should be exhorted to equity and truth. And also, if any run 
into debt, and aim at great things, and make a great show in the world 
of other's goods, which comes to burden others, and lift up themselves 
with that which is not their own, and are not able to satisfy them, ac- 
cording to their time and word ; such hurt themselves, burden others, 
and oppress them, and bring grief, and cause heart-rising in them to 
see such grown up by oppression; therefore such must be exhorted to 
justice, equity, and righteousness, and an even measure, to do as they 
would be Aone by. 

And also, such as go under the name of Quaker, that are gotten into 
the earth, and settle their nests there in ease ; sijicb come to cry against 
Quakers' meetings, saying, away with your forms ; and will not come 
to our meetings, and hurt others, by which the world gets occasion 
against the truth. Therefore such must be exhorted, for such never 
knew the purchase of the truth, and if they did, they have sold it. 

And, friends, forget not the assembling of yourselves together, as the 
manner of some is, and was; lest there be an evil )ieart of unbelief, in 
departing from the living God, but exhort one another daily ; and so 
much the more, as the day doth appear, showing the more light, the 
more day, the more bpilding, the more exhorting in the light, and in 
the spirit, in fellowship one with another. And they that do forsake 
the assembling of themselves tc^ether, as the manner of some was in 
the apostles' days, and is the manner of some now, such grow more and 
more in the evil heart, departing from the living God. And this brought 
in the apostacy, which the apostates set up, and all the whole body of 
trifling traditions. Therefore such as be in the everlasting power of 
God must exhort such to take heed and be wise. 

And also, all such unruly spirits that have professed (falsely) and got 
under the name of Quakers, whose evil words corrupt good manners, 
must be exhorted from house to house. 
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And also such young people, lasses and lads, that go in youthful 
ways, and take liberty to go into pleasure, and to play, and to ale^* 
houses and drunkenness ; which corrupt the earth, w^ich is one mark 
that they are dead whilst they live. And these kill the just, and burden 
the 'righteous, and cause the way of truth to be evil spoken of- There- 
fore such must be' exhorted to live ih the truth, and to come to that 
which will mortify that which leads to death; so that truth may be 
adorned bv them. 

And also such that will not go to meetings, and cry against others 
that do, and say, they are forms of men ; and one while they will not 
give the hand; and another while they will keep on their hats when 
Friends prayy and yet secretly they can go to bad houses, a^ several 
have done. From these abominable things they must be exhorted and 
reproved. And if they do not repent, and come to judge and condemn 
those things that they have done amiss, and do live in that which doth 
condemn, and give forth a paper to take their transgressions and bad 
doings out of Friends' minds ; and to the people of the world manifest- 
ing their repentance. But, if they do neither repent, judge nor condemn, 
nor give forth a paper against such bad actions, which make the world 
to speak evil of the truth and the right way, then Friends must give 
forth a paper to the world, to certify against them, for clearing the 
truth. And better such had never professed the name, nor known the 
truth, nor come among them who were gathered into the name of Je- 
sus, and into the form of sound words, and into the son of God and god- 
liness, than to have gone into a form of their own, which they have 
received, yea, even from the worst of men ; who are thereby come un- 
der the judgment of common, outward people. And therefore Friends, 
all uncleanness, of all sorts, and unrighteousness, and unfaithfulness, and 
youthful ways of running out, and liftings up, such must be exhorted 
and reproved ; that truth and righteousness may flow, through which 
you may keep that which you have bought, and kept through great 
sufierings, and some to death ; that truth in all things may be adorned. 

And all such as are tattlers, busy-bodies, backbiters, and gossipers, 
are to be exhorted to mind their own conditions, that they may live in 
the truth, and not to draw others out to words, wherein there is ;io 
profit ; that truth may flow, and the life may flow, and the unity may 
increase in the spirit and power; that all may come to live in the gos- 
pel order, which was before the devil, or enmity, or adversary was. 

And all such as cry, * Away with your laws, we will have none of 
your laws.' To such as come to the law of the spirit of life in Christ 
Jesus, which makes free from the la.w of siii and death, and puts down 
that authority ; which life was before death and sin were, and remains 
when they are gone; and in the life in Christ Jesus, is the saints' fellowship, 
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and unity, and bond of peace. All such as cry against laws so much, 
are the sons of Belial, and would be without the yoke of the law of the 
son of God. Such always were the stirrers up of mischief and schism 
from the body, and they took liberty to say any thing ; as ye may read 
in the book of Kings, in the days of Jezebel, and in the days of Stephen ; 
and yet these that cry so much against laws, yet they Uve themselves 
in the law of sin and death ; which they obey when they do evil ; who 
are without the understanding of the righteous law, which the righte- 
ous live in and see. Therefore, such must be exhorted and reproved, 
if they go under the name of Quakers, and are not in the life. That 
justice, judgment, and righteousness may flow. as a river, and as a 
stream, and drive away all the filth from among us ; that nothing but 
the power of God^ and the life of truth, may rule amongst us ; that the 
living God, which hath blessed you with his heavenly riches and mer- 
cies, and largely manifested them among you, may be in all things ho- 
noured, magnified, and exalted. To whom all belongs, God over all, 
blessed for ever. So that every one may adorn the truth, and the 
gospel, and mind the Lord's business above their own. And every one 
be tender of the glory of God, and be careful, that in nowise his name 
and truth be dishonoured. 6. F. 

So let this be read in aU your men ctndwomen^e meeikigt, who are to take notUeofall 
such things. So no niore, but my love in the universal seed of Chd, which never sinnedy 
which is first and last, the top and comer-stone, 

OCLIL — To Friends in the ministry y scattered abroad in VirginiOy 
Maryland, New England, Barbadoes, and other plantations be- 
yond the sea. 

To all you that minister abroad in those parts, this is the word of the 
Lord to you all : live in lowliness of mind, and meekness of spirit, and 
pureness of heart, and be examples in your lives, and chaste id your 
conversations,, in holiness of mind, that you may be a good savour 
amongst the people where you come. Let all ungracious, light, unsea- 
soned expressions, be kept out of your minds and mouths, which edify 
not the new life ; and keep single unto God, and single-hearted to man, 
an3 plain in all things, and low. For it is the word of the Lord^ and the 
light of God, that prophesieth and revealeth the dispensation of the 
gospel of Christ unto people. Be ye faithful in it, and walk answer- 
able to it, and to that holy gift or manifestation of prophecy. And let 
none be lifted up with it, for life brings low, and down, as you are kept 
in the holiness of it, and the wisdom of God; through which you answer 
that of God in all. This doth not hinder the efiect of that which you 
have to minister; but the life is opened to receive it, in walking and 
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answering that which you havfe to minister; though the contrary part 
may rise up against you. Be at unity amongst yourselves, that you 
may not make sects nor schisms, nor stumble the weak. For you know 
that cursed spirit tbat'made rents and got into the afiections and upper- 
most part of people, hath buKed the witness of God in many, and made 
open rents, (which may break also into other ages against truth, and 
them that live in it*,) which in time will wither and fade away, as grass 
upon the house top, and their arrows will turn into their own bowels, 
that axe shot against the righteous, both of the professor and profane. 
And so be valiant for the truth upon the earth, abliorring all unclean* 
ness and unrighteousness, flying all youthful ways and fdnd afiections 
below, being kept above thfem, showing the new life to them that be 
in the old, and a new conversation to them* that be in the vain, and gen- 
tleness to aH the perverse, and straightness to all the crooked, and 
plainness to all the rough, and lowliness to all the mountains of unjgod- 
liness* and unrighteousness ; fcj: the Laimb must have the victory. And 
so you may be one another's crown, joy and rejoicing in the Lord : and 
not one another's sorrow and grief. And so, that all may be brought 
to the witness of God, (which first convinced them,) who have run out, 
«nd to the Ufa to answer it ; through which you may come to have 
unity with God, arid with them in the eternal aiid everlasting life. And 
fibme of you shoutd take some of the eminent, true, good, and upright 
Friends, and go and discourse with some of the heathen kings, desiring 
them to gather their council and people together, that you may declare 
God's everlasting truth, and his everlasting way of life and salvation to 
them, knowing that Christ is the promise df God to them, a covenant 
of light to the Gentiles, (which is the heathen,) who is alsd the new 
covenant to the Jews; for you have been amongst the old, rotten- 
heartisd professors, and seen , the power of the Lord come over them. 
So, now turn to the Gentiles, to whomCIn^t is given for a covenant of 
light, and of salvation, to the ends of the earth.. So that the fight must 
be preached and sounded throughout all the heathen kings and prince^ 
countries ; and therefore, as you feel and are moved, about six or more 
persons, living in those parts near unto them, to go with you, as I said, 
and desire the king to gather' his council and subjects together, that 
they may hear that which hatfi been promised to them, God's ever- 
lasting covenant of light, and life, and salvation, to the ends of the 
earth. And so, be faithful in his pow^r, whiich was before the devil 
was ; who hath daikened people, and set them one against another* 
You having, on the armour of light, which was before the power of 
darkness, (and which muist stand against them,) and having on the 
breait-plate of righteousness, that you nmy stand ^against all unrighte- 
Gosness, md the shield of faith, the helmet of salvation, and the sword 
Vol. VIL 39 
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<if the spirit, which is the word of God, which was before the world 
was ; through which you may savour and discern in wisdoin,* and in un- 
derstanding you may judge, and feel by the word of reconciliation com* 
mitted to God's servants, his sons, and his daughters ; which word of 
faith is liow preached, even the same which was amongst the apostles; 
which all must obey and do ; which reconciles to God, and to just men's 
spirits, and to one another. So no more, but my love to you all in the 
everlasting seed of God that never changeth. For the word is the same 
now as it was in the beginning, in ages past, rnanifested over all; which 
many thousands have received. Glory and blessing to the Lord (Jod 
for ever. So be faithful, that you may be one another's crown, and 
rejoicing in the Lord, going together in the love and fear of the Lord. 
For Friends in Maryland were a j)retty people: and Friends, you have 
had large experience of that spirit that ruil into the hat, that it was 
not of God, which scatters to the world, (and begot none to God,) which 
is to be bruised by the seed of God, Christ Jesus, which gathers to God. 

G. F. 

London, the Ist of the 1th month, 1657. 

CCUM.— To Friends iri Holland. 

Dear friends, — In the everlasting power of the Lord God I salute all 
the faithful and upright, among whom the Lord hath joy and de%ht; 
in which everlasting power of God have you your unity, fellowship, 
and dominion. And so friends, all sufferings of Friends, of what sort 
soever, for conscience s^e to Christ, in Holland, in Germany, in Zealand, 
in Gilderland, in the; Palatinate, in Freezland, Sweedland, Switzerland, 
and Hamburg, send an account for what they have suffered, and by 
whom; together with the examples that are fallen upon the persecutors; 
with their mittimusses and examinations, send all these to London, to 
Friends there; that if any ambassadors, or agents, out d[ any of tiiose 
places, come to London, Friends may make application to them; for 
there are some Friends, who are ordered for the same purpose, to take 
knowledge of such things. And likewise, if any Friends have come 
over into those parts of the world, and have not walked answerable to 
the gospel of truth, but have walked scandalously and disorderly ; whe- 
ther they have been such who have come over to minister, or seamen, 
and factors, or merchants, or masters of shipp, whereby the Lord God 
hath been dbhonoured, and his holy name blasphemed, by which his 
people are called. And also all such who have not been faithful in 
their callings between man and man, but have been deceitful in ttieir 
callings, and have been exactors, and have not been true to their word; 
by. such doings they cause the holy name of the Lord God, ahd hb 
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righteous truth, to be evil spoken of. That a list of all such may be 
gathered up» and sent over to London, to such who are to receive them; 
and that if they condemn those things, and have given forth a paper 
of condemnation against them, if so, that we may have a copy-of it also, 
to take ^way the reproach of their transgressions from Friends. 

And let the faithful Friends ampng^t you meet together, to consider 
and take care about tjiese things. O. F. 

OCLIV. 

Friends, let .your aflfeotions be set on things that are above ; for if they 
be on things below, then your mind6,(bodies» souls, and spirits, will be 
■brought into bondage, and in that the evil will get into you and burden 
you, which 0ugbt to be kept down by the seed of life : and learn the 
true humility of Christ the second Adam. And so all they that watch 
for the soul, must have the imimortal eye; for the soul is immortal: and 
therefore all eyes must be kept above that which is mortal, and out of 
it up to the immortal God, whose dwelling is in the light And so mind 
the gospel, which is immortal, and the government of him that never 
sinned nor fell, and to know the increase of it daily, which hath no end. 
For the Lord is establishing his church in righteousness and truth, whose 
church is without spot, wrinkle, and blemish, or any such thing; and 
his people are a holy generation, and they are to stand up for holiness, 
in which holiness they will see God among them : and let every one see 
that they do keep their own vineyard clean. 

Dear friends, mind the gospel, which is the power, of God, that was 
before the devil and dd Adam were; in this power is the comely order; 
and out of this power is all the uncomely orders. And so know the go- 
vernment of Christ, and the increase thereof, which hath no dbd : and 
tiiis governor and government was belEbre the devil and old Adam was, 
and. will atand when all that is gone. 6. F. 

OCLV, 

. Dear Friends, all who from the beginning have been convinced of 
God's truth, and are turned to the world, or gone into drunkenness, 
swearing, pleasure^ and looseness, or to the old mass-house, or have sold 
the truth for a wife or husband, and gone to the priests covertly to be 
married, contrary. to the truth they have professed: these all must be 
admonished to come to the light that did first convince them, and give 
forth a paper of condemnation, and send it to the priests, and to those 
places where they have dishonoured Gpd, his truth and people. And 
so to dear, the truth, that none may make a jest of their transgressions ; 
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and hf tmlking out of the truth, cause the blind to wander : so that the 
house may be swept, and ye being a holy generation, may «tand up 
for holiness in your generation, as the wicked world stands up for un- 

holiness. ^' ^' 

Surrey, the 10/A qfthe 7ih month, 166a 

CCLVI. 

My dear friends,— live in the wisdom of God, which is gentle and pure 
from above, and easy to be entreated ; all * bear one another's burdens, 
and so fulW the law of Christ* And if any weakness should appear in 
any in your meetings, not for any to lay it open and tell it abroad, that 
is not wisdom that doth so ; for lave covereth a multitude of sins, and 
love preserves and edifies the body ; and he that dwells in love dwells 
in God ; for God is love, and love is not easily provoked ; and therefore 
keep the law of love, to keep down that which is so provoked ; for that 
which is easily provoked hath words, which are for condemnation. 
Therefore, let the law of love be amongst you, which is not easily pro- 
voked ; and this law />f love being amongst you, it Will keep down that 
which Is so provoked, and its words; and so the body edifies itself in 
love. G.F. 

CCLVIL 

Dear friends, — ^Be faithful in the service of Grod, and mind the LordV 
business, and be diligent, so will the power of the Lord be brought over 
all those that have gainsayed it. And all ye that are faithful, go to 
visit them that have been convinced, from house to.house, that if it be 
possible ye may not leave a hoof in. Egypt. And so, every one go seek 
the lost sheep, and bring him homq on your backs to the UAAy and 
there will be more joy of that one sheep than the ninety and nme in the 
fold. 

And, friends, all take heed of sleeping in meetings, and sottishness, 
and dulness ; for it is an unsavoury thing to see one sit nodding in a 
meeting, and so to lose the sense of the Lord. And it is a shame and 
a sadness both, audit grieveth the upright and watchful, that wait 
upon the Lord»tp see such things ; and for the priests, people, and others, 
that come into your meetings, and see you that come together to wor- 
ship God, and to meet together to wait upon him, and to have fellow- 
ship in his spirit, for yoi^ to sit nodding, it is a shame and an unseemly 
thing. Therefore be careful and watchful, and let it be mended;. and 
mind the light and power of Christ Jesus in you, and that will condemn 
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all sue)] tfaing9, and lead you out of, and above, such things, and make 
you watchful one over another for your good. G. F. 

Lti iMt be read in cUl your me^tingg, 

CCLVIIL 

Dear friends, — In the truth of God that changeth not, is my love to 
you, in that which is unfe^ned and everlasting, in the same power, and 
. the same seed of life as ever was, and was at the first going forth among 
you. And so- friends, the Lord in his everlasting and mighty power 
hath moved some to go over in those parts to declare his word of life 
and everlasting gospel. And some have not walked afterwards as be- 
cometh the gospdl, both them that have declared it, and them who have 
received it; whereby there hath been a stop to the progress of the 
truth and power of God, that it hath not had its full course; and by 
that, burdens have been brought upon the just and innocent, and the 
mouths of thci world, instead of stopping them, they have opened them 
to speak evil of the truth and way of God. And so, friends, this is the 
thing in short and plainness, all that have come over into your planta- 
tions, and islands, either to minister or plant, or as passengers to see the 
country, or seamen, masters of ships, factors, or merchants, that have 
dishonoured the Lord God and his truth, and have opened the mouths 
of the world to blaspheme God, and to speak evil' of his^way and holy 
truth that the righteous live in : such, I say, before mentioned, that 
have gotten into drunkenness, or looseness in words and life, and have 
not been faithful in their dealings., or have showed any immodest car- 
riages, or are gotten up into those things which the power of God did 
not set up in the beginning, (which faithful Friends have continued in,) 
and have gone into sects and jangles, which is out of the power of God 
which Friends are in, who keep their habitations in Christ Jesus, in 
whom there is peace. And all such likewise, who are gone into un- 
cleanness, and such who pretend to preach the gospel, and are sat 
down in the earth, like Demas, and have forsaken the gift of God, and 
sit down in the earth, and esteem the earth before it ; and so set up 
their own busijiess, and slight the Lord's. And such who are gotten 
into the rotten principles of the Ranters, who wear their hats when 
Friends pray ; who, out of the wisdom of God, would manifest to the 
world a separation, and to show that they are not of the spirit, power, 
and mind, as Friehds were in at the first. A» also, all such that raise 
faJse reports, which are forbidden by the Lord among his people. These 
things are to be searched out to the bottom, that righteousness and 
truth may flow, and have its passage through all hearts, and all may 
come to the habitation which they had at the first; and all that is con- 
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trarj may come to judgment and condemnatioQ. For the bouse must 
be swept and cleansed of all the things abo^e menticmed that have got- 
ten into any, that all may come up into the sanctified life ; (oc the An- 
cient of days is come, and the judgment is set, and they that have kept 
their habitations, witness this. And therefore, friends, this is my advice 
to you, I would have you to gather up a list of all these things afore- 
mentioned, in all your islands and plantations, let them be searched 
thoroughly, that what is for judgment.andx^ondemnation may be brought 
to it, and that you may send an account to Friends at London of such 
that come from thence, that have been since scandalous in their con-' 
versa tions. So that every one may come to that which did at first con- 
vince them, and to condemn their contrary actions. And that papers 
may be sent to the world, wh6 have known their transgresaons, to clear 
truth and Friends, and to fetch it out of their mouths ; that so they may 
not feed upon any one's transgressions ; that the miscarriages of some 
may not be charged on the body of Friends. G. F. 

OCLIX- 

My dear friends, — ^Be faithful in the truth which the devil is .out of; 
in which truth you have dominion over him« And live in the power of 
God, which was before the devil was ; in which power of God, which is 
the gospel, is your fdlowship. And live in the light, which was before 
darkness was, and the power of it: in which light is ako your everlast* 
ing fellowship ; and in this you will know God's dwelling, which is in 
the light. And dwell in the life, which was before des^th was, and the 
devil, the power of it ; and in this life you will have dominion over 
death and the power of it. And so you do well that take heed to the 
light, and walk in it ; and they that do evil do not take heed to the light* 
And so walk in the light, as children of the light, and that ye will have 
feUowship one with another, and with the son and the Father. And so 
mind the ingrafted word, which is able to save your souls.; and that will 
keep your eyes and minds over all that which is not able to save, and 
keep your feet on the top of that And so be of that good faith which 
gives you victory and access to Qod, in which you do all please God, and 
have unity one with another. And so mind the seed of Christ, which 
is over all that which makes to sufier, and was before that was, and 
will stand when that is gone that makes to suffer ; in that seed live, 
and know it your crown and life, and in that you will be one another's 
crown and joy in the Lord God blessed for ever. And so keep your 
meetings in the name and power of the Lord Jesus Christ that never 
fell; and the seed Christ reigns, in whom you have life, that was vfiih 
the Father before the world began. / G. F. 
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Dear Friends, — ^If the truth make you free, then are ye free indeed. 
So then there are none made freemen, but by truth ; and all that are 
freemen, they are made free by the trpth, they are God's freemen ; 
they are free citizens, they are freeholders of an everlasttbg inheritance, 
and free in an everlasting kingdom ; and they are free heirs of salvation; 
. and they are free in the heavenly city Jerusalem, >vhich is from above; 
and they are free in the power of an endless life, whic]» was before 
death was. So they are not captives, they are not bondmen, they are 
not servants, nor slaves. But (mark) free mesi and free women. And 
- wjiathath made them free men, and free women, but truth ? For if 
the truth hath made you free, then are you free indeed. So, free to 
worship Crod in the spirit and in truth, (which the devil is out of,) 
to serve the Lord God in the Spirit and in the new life. They are above 
the serpent, and from under his control ; and from under the control 
of old Adan^ and his b^garly rudiments, and wilt-worships, and false 
righteousness. Truth makes free from all these ; and makes free to be 
partakers of Christ Jesus, and of his blood, and his spirit, and mind ; who 
j^Jhe prince of peace, and prince of life; and makes free to be par- 
^ the divine nature and precious faith; and to be members 
jhurch) and gospel fellowship, and power of God, which 
devil was. So stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ 
i free, free from the devil, dragon, and serpent, and all 
ervitude. For free men do walk in their freedom; for it 
makes them free, and so to triumph in glory. And so, if 
iave made you free, then are you free indeed ; free from all 
/f^orships, and from all the windy doctrines ; from all the evil 
as, traditions, imaginations, and notions, and rudiments of Adam 
Atll, who are from truth ; and free from the devil, who is out of 
So it is plain, none are free but by the truth, and all in the 
A are free men* And all out of the truth, are slaves in old Adam, 
aM slaves to sin and satan, and to his will-worship, and to their own 
self-righteousness, and to their rudiments, doctrines, and traditions; 
serving divers lusts, pleasures, and Corruptions, and serving the creatures 
more than Hie Creator, who is God blessed for ever, and serving the 
desires of their own minds ; and so as slaves are kept in bondage ; all 
ttt-prisMi all in the' bonds of death and jaws of deaUx; for who are out 
of truth are no free men. Though they be high priests, and readers, 
preachers, and expounders, as the great high pf iests, and the lofty 
Pharisees and scribes were, professing tlie scriptures, yet not in the 
* truth, and so not freemai. For they are in malice and envy, like Cain ; 
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oppressors, like Pharaoh ; raging persecutors, like Nebuchadnezzar and 
the Jews ; as wild as Ishmael, as profane as Esau ; out of the truth are 
all those found, fasting to smite with fists of wickedness, lifting up bloody 
hands, mingling their sacrifices with the blood of the persecuted, pray- 
ing to the magistrates for persecution. All this is out of truth, and not 
in the freedom ; so not free men, but doing the deviPs lusts and service, 
as th6 Jews dfd. And so, if the truth make you free, ye are free 
indeed ; ye are free from all those things above mentioned. The truth 
makes free from envy, and from profaneness, and from wildness, and 
from wickedness, and from the bloody hands. Free from the fasts of 
those that hang down their heads like a bulrush, free from the perse- 
cuting spirits, free fron/ the false prophets, deceivers, seducers, anti- 
christs ; and all antichristian false prophets, deceivers, and seducers, are 
Satan's bondslaves, vassals and bondmen; and being with his oars chained 
in his gallies, they carry his wares, atid do his work up and down the 
"world ; which is the sea. But truth makes free from all these, free from 
the hypocrite's hope, which perisheth; free from Nebuchadnezzar's fury. 
And it makes free from the wild heifer's nature, and from the dog, swine, 
horse, viper, cockatrice, serpent's nature, and from the spider, and his 
web ; and from the oak and cedar,'and the bramble and briar, and bear, 
and lion: The truth makes free from all these, and brings man and 
woman into the image of God. And so, if the truth makes you free, 
then are you free indeed. And the truth is Christ, and Oirist is the 
truth, which makes you free from all fakehood, and makes you free 
from the world, which lies in.wickedness and unrighteousness ; by which 
you come to be free men of the world which hath no end. 

* And a highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called the 
way of holiness ; the unclean shall not pass over it. ' Mark, ^ the unclean 
shall not pass over it' This way, which is called the way of holiness, 
was spoken of by prophecy; and this way is Christ, who is the way of 
holiness, who is above the unclean, and destroys it, and the ground of 
it, the devil ; and so the unclean cannot pass over this way of holiness. 
This is our way, who are in scorn called Quakers, to wit, Christ. And 
this way of holiness shall be for the way-faring' men, though fools, yet 
they shall not err therein ; where no lion, nor ravenous beast, nor Hon'a 
whelp shall go thereon. All the ravenous beasts are .without, in the 
way of the world, without Christ and God. But the redeemed shall 
walk in this way of holiness, Christ Jesus; and the ransomed of the 
Lord shall walk in this way of holiness; and they that do return from 
the way of the world to Sion, shall walk in this way of holiness with 
singing and everlasting joy upon their heads. And they that walk in 
this way of holiness, Christ Jesus, shall obtain joy atid gladness ; and 
sorrow and sighing Bhall flee away. And all that walk in this way of 
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holiness, their deaf ear is unstopped, and their blind eye is opened. 
And the lame man here shall leap as a hart, and the dumb man's tongue 
shall sing. And here he shall see waters gush out of the rock, and 
streams out of the desert, in this way of holiness. And here he shall 
see in this way the p^arched ground become a pool, and the thirsty land 
full of springs ; and in the habitation, where dragons lay, shall be grass 
with reeds and rushes, which begin to spring. Glory be to the Lord 
for ever. And this way of holiness, which the prophets prophesied of, 
is Christ Jesus, the way, who said of himself, I am the way ; and he is 
over all the fallen ways, and before the way of the serpent ; glorified 
with the Father, before the world bqgan. And this is the way of the way- 
faring meuj who have been way-faring up and down from religion to 
religion,, from worship to worship, from one people to another, from one 
minister and teacher to another, and could not sit down in.any of their 
ways, but way-fared, travelled and sought. An4 now, glory be to. the Lord 
for ever, thousands of these way-faring men are come to find their way, 
Christ Jesus, and, though fooH yet shall not err therein ; that is, they 
shall not err in their way. They shall not err in Christ Jesus, for there 
is no error in him, for- he was before error was ; for Christ the way, 
destroys the devil and his works, the ground of all error. So though 
they be called fools, (these way-faring men,) by all the sons of Adam, 
that are set down in their own rudiments, and have persecuted these 
way-faring men as fools, because they wduld not sit down with them 
in their rudiments, worships, self-righteousness, and national church, 
which national powers have established ; yet those way-faring men 
walk on in their way, Christ Jesus, where, though fools, yet they shall 
not err in the way^ Christ Jesus, though they be called fools by all the 
sons of Adam, who are in their own ways and rudiments; yet those 
fools shall not err in the way, Christ Jesus, though counted fools for 
Christ's sake. And they see how all the wise menin old Adam mixed 
with the wisdom of the serpent, how they are all in their own ways, 
worships, and religions ; and all the sects in it, how they are like trades- 
men, plucking from one church to another, and getting customers, and 
drawing people from one another's church to their own ways; and tear- 
ing one another to pieces, to get people from one another's church to 
themselves. And so are like lion^, and ravenous beasts one against 
another, to get from one another's church to maintain themselves ; and 
thus they seek the people's, not the people ; and feed themselves, and 
not the flock ; for they are out of the way Christ, and sit down in their 
own ways. But, for the way-faring man, the way of holiness is ; for 
him, that is way-faring and seeking up and down for his beloved. * I 
sought my beloved by night, and the watchmen smote me.' Did not 
the way-faring man go to the Papists and say, * You watchmen of the 
V0L.VIL 40 
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night, did you see my beloved? What is thy beloved more than an* 
other's beloved, said they. What is thy religion, more than another's 
religion? Or thy profession, more than another's profession? So the 
Papists smote and wounded the way-faring men. The way-faring man 
did not ask the Papists for their beloved ; for the Papists had a beloved, 
a mass-book; but he asked them for his own beloved, Christ Jesus. 

Well, the next watchmen were the Common-prayer-men of every 
parish. The way-faring man went to those watchmen of the night, and 
said, did ye see my beloved? They stormed at the way-faring man, 
and said, what is thy beloved more than another's beloved, and thy 
religion more than another's religion. They smote him, and wounded 
him also. 

Well, the next watchmen of the night were the Presbyterians ; they 
were also the watchmen of some people, the way-faring man went to 
them, and said, ye watchmen of the night, did ye see my beloved ? And 
they were exceeding angry, and said, .what is thy beloved more than 
another's .beloved, and what is thy religion more than another's reli- 
gion ? He did not ask them for their beloved ; lor he knew they had a 
beloved, their directory. And these watchmen smote the way-faring 
men, and punished some, spoiled some of their goods, and killed some, (as 
some at New England,) because they would not follow their beloved, 
as the Papists and others had done before them. 

The next watchmen were the Independents and Baptists, the way- 
faring man went to them also ; for they were the watchmen of some 
people, and said unto them, ye watchmen of the night, did ye see my 
beloved? And these watchmen of the night were also exceeding an- 
gry, and said, what is thy beloved more than another's beloved, and thy 
way more than another's way, and thy religion more than another's. 
And these Watchmen of the night smote cruelly. 

Then the way-faring men went to the private meetings of the Mani- 
festarians and Seekers ; and these watchmen fell a mocking, and scof- 
fing, and railing, and smiting with the tongue, and thrust them out of 
their meetings. And when it was asked them, if they saw the way- 
faring man's beloved? They scoffed at their beloved. And so the 
way-faring men way-fared up and down from watchman to watchman 
to seek their beloved ; and many were imprisoned and persecuted by 
some of these watchmen of the night. And now, glory for ever be to 
the Lord, thousands of these way-fa ring men have found their beloved, 
and have found their way, Christ Jesus, and a fool shall not err therein ; 
for there is no error in Christ Jesus, all the €rror is out of Christ, who 
is the way, wherein the way-faring men, though counted fools, yet shall 
not err. And now my beloved is mine, and I am his ; we are come to 
the banquetting house, and his banner over us is love. And the watch- 
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men of the night told the way-faring men, that there was not any way» 
but there was error in it ; and that all the religions^ and worships, and 
churches erred. And so the way-faring men way-fared up and down to 
find the way of holiness. For all the ravenous beasts, and the lions^ 
whelps trod in the way of error. And all those night watchmen were 
among the ravenous beasts and the lions' whelps ; and so neither the 
watchmen nor ravenous beasts could pass over this way of holiness, nor 
enter into it> which is the way for the way-faring men, the way of ho- 
liness, where the fools shall not err ;r which fools, all the wise men in 
old Adam, and the serpent's error, cannot see, nor their ground, nor 
bow they err in their own ways. And this is the eye which the way- 
faring man hath opened in him, who sees his beloved. And the way 
where the ibols shall not err in. And all shall come to this way 
of holiness, in which the fools shall not err, which is the way of the 
way-faring men, into which all must come ; and out of the way of the 
serpent, and out of the way of old Adam in the fall. 

And did not you watchmen of the night tell the way-faring men, that 
the scriptures were not truly translated that speak of a way of holiness, 
and a ^ way that the way^faring men, though fools, should not err there* 
in V For ye watchmen of the night could not see this way of holiness: 
for, do you not say, that a fool will err in every thing he doth? And 
was it possible there should be a way wherein the fool should not err? 
for you said, the wisest man that was, sinned: and here hiave not you 
wise men of old Adam manifested your error and ignorance of the scrip- 
tures and the way of holiness, which is the way-faring man's way : for 
all error is in your own Way, and there is no error in Christ, the way 
of holiness; for way-faring men and the fools shall not err therein; that 
is to say, they shall not err in Christ Jesus ; for he was' before error was, 
and destroyeth the ground of it • 

The outward Jew worshipped in his outward temple made with 
hands, at outward Jerusalem, and they came up yearly to worship 
there ; and if they did not come up to worship at outward Jerusalem, 
and keep the feast of tabernacles in the temple, upon them should be 
no rain ; and their eyes were to rot out of their heads, and their tongues 
out of their nwuths, that fought against Jerusalem, as in Zechariah xiv. 
12. So the outward Jew had but one temple in the whole world, and 
and there they went to worship in it ; and the priest had a chamber in 
the temple. And when Christ came, he ended the priesthood, he ended 
the ofierings, and the temple, and the worship therein of the outward 
Jews; and set up another worship in the spirit and in the truth : for 
when the woman of Samaria, that came to Jacob's ^ell, said unto 
Christ, how thnt.our fathers worshipped in this mountain, where Ja- 
cob's well was, and the well was made before Jerusalem was, or the 
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temple either ; for Jacob died in Egypt, and afterward his sons came 
out of Egypt, and builded a temple in Jerusalem ; and so there they 
set up a place* of worship after the well was made : so Christ said unto 
the woman, ' The hour is coming, and now is, that they that worship 
the Father must worship him in spirit, and truth ;' and not at Jerusa- 
lem, nor at this mountain is God worshipped ; < For God is a spirit, and 
they that worship him, must worship him in the S{Hrit and in the truth:' 
and then did Christ set up his worship, which was before the pope's, 
Turks', Common-prayer, Presbyterian, Independent, and other worships 
were ; and the worship that Christ Jesus set up, was in the spirit and 
in the truth. Now where is this spirit, and where is this truth? Is it 
not within people ? So, as the Jew outward was tQ worship in the tem- 
ple, and there was but that one temple commanded of Go^ to be built, 
which Christ came to end, who set up his worship in the spirit and in 
the truth. So seeing the true worship is in the spirit and in the truth, 
and the truth is within you, in the inward parts, the spirit of God is 
within you, you must not grieve, vex, nor quench it. And s6 every 
man and woman in. the whole world must come to the spirit and truth 
in their own hearts, by which they must know the God of truth, who 
is a spirit, and to feel the spirit* in their own hearts, and in the spirit of 
truth to worship the God of truth, who is a spirit. 

So now, as the Jew outward was to offer his sacrifice in the outward 
temple, and no where else, which temple is now thrown down, he is not 
a Jew who is one outward, but he is a Jew who is one inward, in the 
spirit and in the truth ; and so, all ye Jews inward, in the spirit, ye 
must worship in the truth and in the spirit. And so, the Jew inward 
can worship no where but in the temple. What temple ? It is not a 
temple that is made with hands. The Jews outward worshipped in th^ 
temple that was made with hands ; but the Jew ipward his worship is 
to be in the spirit, and in the truth, and in a temple not made with 
hands. So to worship in the spirit, and in the truth, is to worship in 
the temple, and no where else. And so, every, man and woman in the 
whole world must worship in the temple. What temple ? The tem- 
ple that is not made with hands; where the spirit of truth is. * * Know 
ye not, that your bodies are the temples of the holy ghost ;' that is to 
say, the holy spirit : and so, every mail and woman tnust be broijtght to 
truth in their own hearts, and brought to the spirit of God in their own 
hearts. This is the standing and perfect worship, and it will stand 
when all the worships of old Adam are gone, and when the Jews', and 
Turks', and Christians' worships, that be not in the truth, are gone : for 
this is a standing and perfect worship; the spirit of God is perfect. And 
this is an universal worship, and brings every individual man and wo- 
man to the spirit of God in their own hearts. This makes no sect, but 
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every one in the spirit, which is the bond of peace, is in the truth, 
which the enmity is out of: and tl)is spiritual worship is in the spirit 
and truth, Christ Jesus, the spiritual man, the heavenly man, which the 
second Adam, the Lord from heaven set up above sixteen hundred 
years since. And so, every one is to be in it, and to walk in the truth, 
and in the spirit,.andio come to the truth in their own particulars. 
For that spirit makes sects, which persecutes people for not following 
them; but they are all to worship in that spiritual worship, which 
Christ Jesus set up; and every son and daughter of Adam is to come to 
the truth and spirit in their own heart? ; and so in that spirit and truth 
to worship the God of truth, who is a spirit ; for he secketh such to 
worship him. And Christ persecuted none for not following his wor- 
ship ; but all are condemned by the spirit in their own selves, who 
grieve it, and vex and quench it, and all are condemned with the 
light and truth that hate it, who will not come tp it, but hate it. So 
they all that persecute about religion run into heaps, and sects, and 
darkness, and are with the light condemned. And so none can wor- 
ship the God of truth, but who come to the truth in their own hearts ; 
and none can worship God, who is a spirit, but who come to the spirit 
of God in their own hearts, which mortifies sin and evil ; which spirit 
leads into all truth. So every one who is. a Jew inward must worship in 
the spirit and truth; and every one must be brought to the temple 
which is not made with hands, and^to worship in the spirit, which Christ 
set up, who is the spiritual man. Carnal men may set up worships, 
who have not the same spirit and power the apostles had. And such 
lead people into sects and heaps, and lead people out of the spirit, 
and persecute one another about their worships, which is not the way 
of truth, nor the command of Christ, but on the contrary, * to love one 
another.' So ail that worship in the spirit and truth, come to the 
spirit and truth in their own hearts, and love one another, and love 
enemies. And so, the outward Jews' priests had chambers in the 
temple, which priests, chambers, and temple, Christ hath ended, so 
let Christ Jesus^ now have a chamber in your temple, to sanctify your 
temple, and cleanse your temple, that the glory of the Lord may fill 
your temple. The Jews' priests were to cleanse the temple, and when 
they had cast the rubbish out of it, the glory of the Lord filled their 
temple: and so Christ, as I said before, hath ended the Jews' priests' 
chambers and temple. And so all ye who are Jews inward in the spi- 
rit, let Christ your priest have a chamber in your temple, that he may 
cleanse your temple, and cast the rubbish out of it, which is come in 
by transgression, who doth renew you up into the image of God, that 
Adam and Eve were in before they fell ; so that the glory of the Lord 
may fill your temple. And so as the Jew outward had but one temple 
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to worship in, the Jews inward must not have two ; for then they make 
a sect, and go from truth in their own hearts, and from the spirit of 
Grod. And so to worship in the truth and in the spirit, is to worship in 
the temple. So every man and woman come to this one temple. Where 
is this one temple? Where the spirit is in the heart, and the truth in 
the inward parts : and this is the temple that is not made with hands ; 
do you not know * that your bodies are the temples of the holy ghost?' 
And so this is the true worship that Christ set up, in the spirit and in 
the truth; every man and woman in the whole world must come to it, 
the truth in their own hearts, th$it by it they may know the truth, and 
the God of truth. And by the spirit they may know God, who is a 
spirit, and so worship him in the spirit and in the truth ; and this is the 
standing univeraal worship, that Christ the second Adam, the Lord 
from heaven, the spiritual man, set up above sixteen hundred years 
since, John iv. when he denied the mountain worship, where Jacob's 
well was, and the temple worship of the outward Jews at Jerusalem, 
where they went to the outward temple yearly to worship. And so 
all are to worship in the spirit, and come to the spirit and truth 
in their own hearts ; and in that to worship the God of truth, who is a 
spirit, as Christ commanded. And so by the spirit of truth, they come 
to Jerusalem, which is above, which cometh down out of heaven from 
God. So this is a true, certain, standing, infallible, and perfect wor- 
ship; for truth and the spirit of God are certain, infallible, and perfect; 
and so this worship is a certain perfect worship. And so every one, as 
I said before, come to the truth in your own hearts, and to the spirit 
of God, or else you cannot worship the God of truth, who is a spirit : 
and every man that worships in the whole world, who would find this 
spirit and truth, they must go into the temple. 

And so in the spirit and truth worship God, who is a spirit ; and this 
spirit gives an understanding to know God, who is a spirit ; and the 
truth, and to. know the God of truth, who is to be worshipped in the 
spirit and truth, who is God blessed for ever. Amen. G. F. 

CCLXI. 

Friends, — To call men 'masters' or 'gracious lord,' and putting off the 
hat to them, and fhe man's scraping with his foot, and the woman's 
making a courtesy. These titles and fashions not giving and observing, 
doth not break the law of Christ, nor of God, which respects no man's 
person, but they are the customs of nations which are vain; and the 
great manners and civilities that lie among Christians, are in saying yoa 
to one man, and the man's putting off his hat, and scraping with his foot, 
and the woman's bending her knees; and in these and such like thingi 
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lie their civilities, their honour, and manners, and well-breeding, as. 
they call it. But the right manners are to keep people from evil words, 
which corrupt good manners, and God's law ; and Christ respects no 
man's per3on. And man and woman in their not doing, nor scraping, 
and bowing, are not unmannerly, nor uncivil ; for man was forbidden 
by the angel to bow to him, but to bow to God, and to worship him, 
and to bow at the name of Jesus, who is called, the power of God, and 
the word of God ; for the angel said to John, he was his fellow-servant. 
So servants were not to bow one to another; and if they do, is it not 
reproved by the angel, and reproved by Christ, the seeking honour one 
of another ? For *how can you believe, saith Christ, that receive honour 
one of another?' John v. So it is a mark, that they are unbelievers, 
who receive honour one of another ; and they are like the Pharisees, 
that love the praise of men, and are called of men master, and like the 
heathen, that will be called * gracious lords.' For, saith he, you are all 
brethren, and have one master and Lord, Christ Jesus, and one Lord, 
who is the creator of all. For all things were made subject to man, and 
man subject to God; all creatures were to fear and dread man and woman, 
but men and women were to fear and dread God. So all christians 
are to have one heavenly spiritual head, Christ Jesus, and heavenly spi- 
ritual master^ and they all as brethren are to serve and worship him. And 
the prophets and apostles thoued God and Christ, kings and princes, and 
great men and women, as you may see in the scriptures, and they were 
never offended at it. And you never read in all the scriptures of any that 
feared God, that were offended at any for saying thou to a single per- 
son, and standing with their hats on, (unless it were the Pharisees, that 
loved the praise of men,) as it is said in the book of Job, * If I give flat- 
tering titles to men, my maker would soon take me away.' And so all 
their flattering titles, and loving the praise of men, and seeking honour 
one of another, tomes from that ground, that is out of truth, in the 
image of the beast and the dragon, who will be worshipped; but the 
angel would not be bowed down to by the servant of the Lord ; he says, 
God must be worshipjped. So they that worship the beast and the 
dragon, receive the mark from the dragon ; he brands them and marks 
them with his spirit, (out of truth,) and then he receives honour from 
them, and the vain glory they give to him ; but they who are sealed 
with the spirit of promise, have their Father's mark in their fore- 
heads ; these worship the living God, and are in his image ahd his like- 
nesB, that he made them in in the beginning, and in the spirit of Christ 
Jesus, and those are Christ?s. G. F. 
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CCLXU. 

All Friends and people, that is to be condemned in yourselves, 
sirhich hath led you from Christ, from Crod, and from unity in the light ; 
I say, that is condemned by the light, and must be executed and killed, 
and stoned with the living stone, and run through with the living sword, 
and hammered down with the living hammer to pieces, and burnt up 
with the living fire, and so made an end of. For that which leads into 
looseness, whimsies, imaginations, false visions, though it be condemned, 
yet, if it be not executed, it is in danger to rise again ; and if it rise 
again, and get over you, it will be your ruler, if it get out of prison 
and be alive, and not executed. For after a thing is condemned, as 
drunkenness, adultery, fornication, or any manner of looseness whatso- 
ever, or runnings out from the spirit and light, if it be condemned, and 
judgment passed upon it, if it be not executed, there is danger of its 
reviving. For after a thing is condemned, and judgment passed upoa 
it, it is to be executed. For you know, after a thief or a murderer is 
condemned and judged, and have sentence passed upon him, yet he is 
not executed that day; the execution comes afterwards. And there- 
fore, after condemnation 6r judgment is pa^ssed upon any inward evil, 
or any outward action of evil, let execution be speedily done with the 
living hammer, and the living sword, and the living stone ; that the Uving 
fire may burn it up and consume it. 

No man after he hath beaten his cluld, hateth him ever afterwards, 
but loveth him, if he repent and amend ; so doth the eternal Father. 
And if a child be fallen down into the dirt, he doth not go and tumble 
him more into the dirt, or into the ditch, and there let him lie in the 
dirt and ditch, but takes him out and washes him ; and so doth the 
heavenly Father, who leads his children by his hand, and dandles 
them upon his knee. And so, all that be called fathers in the truth, 
or mothers; their tenderness should be the same to all little children in 
the truth, that can hardly go without leading, that sometimes may faU 
into the dirt and ditch, and slip aside, and then be troubled, and cry* 
To such there should be tenderness shown, and to wash them, and help 
them; and love to such should be manifest; for there is difierence 
betwixt a stubborn, rebellious, and wilful child, and one that is penitent ; 
for those must have great chastisements, that know the will of their 
Father, and do it not; they must have greater stripes, and sorer stripes 
they must look for (be sure to expect it) th?in the other. For Christ is 
manifest in the flesh, to condemn sin in the flesh, all that witness Christ 
in them, male and female ; I say, Christ manifest in their flesh ; he dotib 
condemn the sin that is in their flesh ; yea, and makes an endi'of sin, and 
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finishes the transgression, and brings in everlasting, righteousness into 
them. But first he condemns the sin that is in their flesh, the unrighteous- 
ness in their flesh, and ungodliness in their flesh; the liar, the swearer, 
ttiat is in their flesh ; the adulterer, the fornicator, the idolater, and all 
sin, whatsoever it is, he condemns in the flesh. So Christ is manifest in 
the flesh, to condemn the sin that is in the flesh ; every one that 
witnesses Christ condemning sin in the flesh, that they through Christ, 
that condemns sin in the flesh, might become God*s righteousness; so 
they become another's. ^But the sin being uncondemned in the flesh, 
they are of the serpent, of the unrighteous one; of the ungodly one, who 
adulterated firom truth, they are his. But the sin being condemned in 
the flesh, Christ is manifest in the flesh, so that they become Christ's; 
they are God's^ and are in Christ, who destroys the devil and his worlds, 
that are out of truth. And these know the new life, which God is served 
in; and these know the new earth, wherein dwells righteousness ; and 
these know the old earth, wherein dwell' unrighteousness. And these 
can bring forth things new and old. 

For they that are led by the spirit of Gbd, are the sons of God ; they 
that are led by the spirit of the devil, are the children of the devil, 
and his 'Works they do, the works of their father; as they that are led 
by the spirit of God, his works they do, the works of their father ; 
and all they that quench the spirit of God, and vex the spirit of 
God, and grieve the spirit of God, and hate the> light of Christ, and 
walk despitefuUy against the spirit of grace, and turn it into wanton- 
ness, and disobey the word of God in their hearts and mouths ; sure you 
all may see such are not the sons of God, and do not the works of God ; 
though they may profess the scriptures from the beginning of Genesis 
to the end of Revelations. Neither doth that birth know the scriptures, 
for they are known by the spirit of God, the holy ghost, which led the 
holy men of God to speak them forth ; by the same spirit are they known 
again. And Christ, who was conceived by the holy gho^t, born of the 
Virgin, he is known by the holy ghost again, which led the holy men 
of God tqgive forth scriptures ; which now leads into all truth. And 
all them now, who despise revelations, inspirations, prophecies, gifts, 
and' talents, they despise the spirit of God and his gifts. Such are neither 
ministers of God, or Christ, nor his sons ; but are the sons of him that 
is out of the true spirit that is of God, in the darkness, Babel, and con- 
fusion ; who think they can do great matters with their languages, and 
with them make a trade of the scriptures ; who cannot endure any 
people should come to the spirit that gave them forth ; for none can 
walk in the spirit that quench itj and vex and grieve it. And 
none come into the church fellowship that grieve, and vex, and 
quench the spirit of God. For the fellowship is in the spirit, that is 
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tbe bond of peace ; and none are led into all truth, bnt by Aie same hoi j 
ghost that was in the holy men of God, that gave forth the scriptares 
of truth. And all that are led by this spirit of truth, are led from the 
spirit of the devil, that is out of truth. And all that are led by the 
spirit that is out of truth, are the first birth of the flesh, and of tba^t 
murderer, vrho will persecute him that is born of the holy sjurit of 
God, which leads into all truth. But they that are led by the spirit 
that is out of truth, are o^t of both the Father an^ the son. And they 
that are led by the spirit of truth, are the sons of God; and here are 
both in the Father, and in tbe son, and in the truth, which abides for ever. 
And here the heir, the son, inherits his possession, his inheritance in the 
kingdom that never hath an end. 

Tbe true hope, tbe true cross, the true faith, the true worship, the 
true religion, the true way,' true image, and true fellowship have been 
lost since the apostles' days, amongst those called christians, who are 
out of the life. And they that have lost the cross of Christ, which is 
the power of God, in which is the true fellowship, they have set up a 
wooden or a stone cross, &c. so false crosses, false christians. They 
that have lost the true hope, which purifies, as be is pure, they have 
set up a purgatory to cleanse them when they are dead* And others 
cry up a body of sin and death on this side of the gralre, with Ibeir 
hypocrite's hope ; and they have lost the true ministry, and set up a 
false ones to preach up imperfection. And people were imperfect in 
old Adam before C!hrist came ; for the law made nothing perfect; but 
the true minister, Christ in you the hope of glory, doth make perfect, 
both in the apostles* days and no^. * Christ in you, the hope of glory,' 
said the apostle, 'whom we preach, warning every man, that we may 
present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.' So the perfection is in Christ 
Jesus; the imperfection is in old Adam. So this is the true hope that 
purifies, which everyone that bath it purifies himself, even as he is 
pure. And every one that, hath not a possession of this hdpe, pleads 
for impurity and imperfection, and a body of sin and a body of death 
unto their grave, and a purgatory when they are dead. Such have a 
profession of the scriptures, like the Pharisees ; and the hypocrite's hope 
which shall perish. 

And the true faith hath been lost since the apostles' days ; the true 
faith which purifies the heart, which is the faith of God's elect, which 
faith gives victory over thatv^hich separates from God; in which faith 
ye all please God ; which faith is the gift of God, and Christ is the author 
of it : every one look unto him for it, for the finishing of it, who is the 
author of it. In this faith have all the saints unity in that which gives 
victory over the deyil ; for by the faith, which is the shield,, do they re- 
sist him and quench his fiery darts ; and they resist him that would 
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defile them and make tbem imperfect, and lead them into those things 
vrhich would displease God. And all that are out of this faith, they cry, 
no victory while we are upon the earth ; hut they must have a body of 
sin unto the gr^ve, and a purgatory to cleans.e them in ; these are all in 
the error concerning the faith ; these have made shipwreck of faith and 
and a good conscience ; these are all in the dead faith, and so cannot 
preach the true apd living faith of God's elect. These are all out of 
unity ; for the unity is in the faith, which gives victory over the devil. 
These are out of the just life ; which just lives by his faith. * The life 
that I now live, is by the faith of the son of Gpd ; yet it is not I, but 
Christ that lives in me,' said the apostle. And all that walk in the faith 
of God's elect, which is the victory over the devil, walk in unity over 
the enmity. 

And the true worship hath been lost since the apostles' days ; yea, the 
worship that Christ set up above sixteen hundred years since, in the 
spirit and in. the truth ; yea, in the spirit of God, which was before the 
spirit of the devil was, who is out of .truth ; and in the truth, which the 
the devil is out of. In this spirit, and in this truth, God, who is a spirit, 
and the God of truth, seeks that men should worship him in the truth ; 
and so every man and woman must come to truth in the inward paris, 
and to the spirit of God within themselves, if they be worshippers of 
God in the spirit and truth, which the devil abode not in. And this is 
the standing and perfect worship, in which there is unity in the truth; 
for the enmity is out of it, and he cannot get into it. Glory be to God for 
ever ! . And men that have erred from the worship that Christ set up, 
above ^xteen hundred years since, they are from the truth within, and 
the spirit of God« And by that unclean spirit they have worshipped 
images; they have worshipped the works of their own hands; they have 
worshipped the dragon ; they have worshipped the beast; they have 
worshipped the creature ; they have worshipped angels, persecuted one 
another about their worships, and they have persecuted the true wor- 
shippers. These are in the blind zeal, who have hated the tight. And 
so none can worship God, who is a spirit, but they must come to the 
.truth in their inward parts, and to the spirit of God in themselves; by 
which spirit they liiust know God to be a spirit, and to worship him in 
the spirit. They mi|st know God to be the God of truth, and then 
worship him in the truth; which the devil is out of, in the enmity, an 
adversalry. And this is the stai^ding, perfect, infallible worship, that 
Christ Jesus, the perfect, infallible man, set up above sixteen hundred 
years since. 

And the true way is lost since the apostles' days, which Christ set up 
above sixteen hundred years since; who said,' lam the way to the Fa- 
ther; and no man cometh to the Father, but by m^.' So no one comes out 
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of old Adam, but by Christ, the second Adam. No one comes out of 
darkness, but by Christ, the light; no one comes out of death, and 
from under the prince of death, the power of it, but by Christ, the life. 
So he is the way to God. , No one comes out of unrighteousness, but by 
Christ, the righteousness; no one comes out of the wisdom bdow, but 
by Christ, wlio is the wisdom of God, which is from above. And.no one 
comes out of error and evil, but by Christ, the tf uth. So is he the door 
and the way to God Almighty. And no man comes to the Father, but 
by him. No one comes out of captivity or prison, but by Christ the 
heavenly man. And sp, they having erred from Christ, the way, they 
have set up so many ways in Christendom among them; and fall out 
about their ways one with another, eninity being among them. Now 
Christ is the way, which the unclean cannot walk in, who was before 
the unclean way was ; for he is over all the unclean ; and he is over all 
the perverse and crooked ways, and nK>untainous ways, and evil and 
unrighteous, and ungodly ways ; he is over them all. And none come 
to this new and living way, Christ Jesus, but who come to the grace of 
God in their hearts ; the spirit of God in their hearts. So he is the new 
and the living way, who is the first and the last, the beginning and the 
ending, set up from everlasting to everlasting. And all that be out of 
this new and living way, though they have all the scriptures, from the 
beginning of Genesis to the Revelations, yet they are dead, and under 
the power of death ; which Christ the way destroys, through death, yea 
the power of death, the devil ; and was before death and his power was. 
Here is the new and the living way. 

And' the true religion hath been lost, and erred from, since the apos* 
ties', days. The religion that is pure from al}ove, and undefiled before 
God, which keeps from the spots of the world, which is to visit the 
widows and the fatherless. Now they that are out of this religion have 
made many religions, but they are spotted and defiled> and they cry up 
a body of death, and sin, and imperfection to the grave, and a pulsatory 
when they are dead. And their widows, and their fatherless, and 
strangers go begging up and down their streets and highways ; so their 
streets and highways are judges against them and their bodies of death, 
and their purgatories manifest their errors and ignorance from this 
pure religion, that comes down from above, which is not of man's making; 
but comes down from God, which is pure before God, and undefiled in 
his sight, that keeps froiji the spots of the world. (Mark, the spots. ) 
And these do not cry up a body of death, nor a pulsatory when they 
are dead ; they are kept from the spots of this world. So they are far. 
degenerated from this pure religion from above, (which is undefiled be- 
fore God, which keeps from the spots of this world, and leads to visit the 
fatherless, widows, and strangers,) whose religiod is, that they must have 
a body of sin and death unto the grave, and a purgatory when they are 
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. dead. And their fetherless, and ividows, and strangers^ myst go a beg- 
ging in the streets. AU these reli^ojDs are from below, and of their own 
making, and not from above, but of hiin that is out of truth. And- all 
they .that come to this pure religion, that is from above, and <:ome to 
receive it, it must* be by the spirit of God within,iand the light of Christ 
within, and his grace within, and his faith within. 

And the image of God in them hath been lost since the apostkd' 
days, that man and woman w^re renewed into by Christ ; and therefore 
they have set up so many inventions of their own brain, and outward 
images, and likenesses, and worship them; for n^an and woman was in 
the image of God, before they fell. And when they fell from the image 
of God, they set up many images of God, and man, and other- creatures, 
of things in heaven and things in earth. ' And when Chrht came, he 

' renewed man into the image of God again, and into his likeness; but 
aince the apostles' days have they lost this image of God, and this like- 
ness ; and made a profession of Christ and the apostles' words, as the 
lews did of the law, a»nd worshipped the works of their own Iiands, ahd 
images. But now is Christ renewing man again into the image of God, 
as they were in the apostles' days ; yea, also I say, that Adam and Eve 
were in before they fell. Yea, and in this imiage of God they will reign 
over all images and image-makers, either with hand or brain; for they 
have made those images and likenesses by tiie evil spirit, that is out of 
truth, which the spirit of truth leads out of, and above them, and from 
tiieir works. Glory to God for ever, lor his image and his likeness i» 
led into by Christ Jesus, ai^d into Adam and Eve's state before they 
fell; and not only into that stat^, but into Christ Jesus that never fell. 

And the true praying hath been lost fiince the apostles' days ; for 
owie can "pray truly, but by the spirit o( God, unto God, who is a spi- 
rit, or unto Christ, who is a quickening spirit. And all they that have 
^red from the spirit, cannot abide to hear talk of it ; and yet may have 
the scripture from Genesis to the Revidlations, and make prayefs, and 
iMiy them over, and give them to others to say over ; and so pray by 
the book, and that must help his infirmity; and so have erred from the 
spirit, and from the true doctrine of the apostles, who said, the spirit 
must help their infirmities; and they must pray in the spirit. So all 
that grieve, and vex, and quench the spirit of Grod, cannot pray in 
it to God, who is a spirit* But they think to be heard by their much 
babbling, and ask and pray, but do not receive. And every one must 
come to the spirit of God in themselves, and to the light, and to the 
faith that purifies his heart, and to the spirit of grace and supplication ; 
and by this his mind is to be turned towards Christ, who prays to God, 
and adcs in the name of Jesus, and in the power, and light, and spirit 
of Christ. 
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And the true fellowship bath been lost, and suctificationrand belkf, 
and the righteousness since the apostles' days. For many have had the 
letter, but lost the life ; the notion, but lost the possession ; the profes- 
sion, but lost the substance, Christ Jesus: but the true fellowship is in 
the gospel, the power of God, which was before* the devil was. And 
since men lost this power of God they have not known the scriptures 
aright, but they have set up fellowships bj that spirit which is of hioi 
that is out of the truth, that have destroyed one anothelr, and perse- 
cuted them which are in the power of God, which is the gospel, which 
was before the devil, and all the fellowships in old Adam were, and will 
be when they ar^ all gone. 

Now the gospel fellowship is a perfect feUowship, a pure and a holy 
fellowship, it is an everlasting fellowships for the power of God is ever- 
lasting, it is over the Jews' feUowship in the outwai^d things, and the 
Gentiles' invented fellowships, and the fellowships of bread, water, and 
wine; for these are no mysteries, the world's fellowship is no mystery, 
th*e fellowship of bread, water, and wine is no mystery; but the gospel 
fellowship is a mystery, and none see it, but who come to the light of 
Christ, and to the truth in the inward parts. For this is a standing fel- 
lowship, the gospel, the power of God ; and all fellowships out of it are 
imperfect and corrupt, where the body of death, and sin, and their 
purgatory are pleaded for, which fellowdiips^below, meumake, and are 
of men, and from men ; but the gospel is not of men, nor by men, but 
of God, and from Christ So this fellowship is the church fellowship 
that is in God, and it is a pure fellowshjip, the gospel fellowship is, 
which gospel brings life and immortality to light, and expels away all 
that which darkens, and burdens, and loads the soul^ mind, spirit, and 
heart. So this is glad tidings. to the immortal soul, which comes by the 
immortal power up to the immortal God, where life and immortality 
comes to %ht, and to shine over him that hath darkened it Here is 
liberty to the imnnortal s6ul, mind, and spirit in the gospel, the power 
of God, which is the gospel fellowshipy which is a mystery, (but bond- 
age and darkness to the other,) so life and immortali^^ are hid from all 
then^ that make fellowships below, and have thpir fellowships by men, 
and of men, who are out of the power of God, the gospel ; and make 
fellowships of old authors, and make fellowships of the scriptures. But 
being erred from the spirit, they know not the scriptures, nor the 
power of God, and there they are in strife and enmity in their fdlow- 
ships, and falling out about their bread and wine, some taking it one 
way, some another; and falling out about their handiwqrks, and 
plucking people from one another to themselves, and not to CSirist, nor 
his gospel fellowship, that dine not by men, neither was it of ma.n. So 
they that deny revelation cannot preach Christ until he be. revealed. 
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nor can preach the gospel untO it be revealed. And they that say 
revelations are ceased, they may as w^li say, there is no gospel; and 
so have no Christ topreach, and are only ministers of the letter ; neither 
have they the secrets of Grod to preach, which are revealed to them 
that fear him. And that is the spirit of darkness from the prince of 
darkness, that is out of the fellowship of the gospel, where is enmity, 
which speaks itself sufficiently abroad among all their fellowships ; and 
into this fellowship of the g<)spel) the power of God> which was before 
the devil was, he cannot get. 

And the righteousness hath been lost since the apostles' days; therefore 
people hav6 been found in their own self-rightepusness and unrighte- 
ousness; and therefore they are all found out of peace with God, and 
with Christ, and one with another;* for where there is righteousness 
there is peace. ^ 

And sanbtification hath been lost since the apostles' days ; therefore 
both teachers apd bearers are found in uncleanne^, and preach up the 
body of death, and sin, and a purgatory ; and so have forsaken him that 
should sanctify thetn, and make them clean. 

And the sanctifying belief hath be^nlost since the apostles' days ; 
for he that believes is born of God; and he that believes in the light, 
may become a child of th^ light ; every one that cometh into the 
world are enlightened by Christ, that they should believe in the light, 
as he commands them, and so become children of the light; and he that 
believes, overcomes the world. And if there be no overcoming on this 
side of the grave, as the world's preachers, made of men, say, then 
there is no true believing on this side of the grave; and therefore the 
world is not overcome in them; and he that is their Grod, is of the 
world also. For * he that believes, overcomes the world; for greater 
b he that is in you, than he that is in the world.' So this greater over- 
comes the less, and he that believes passes- from death, and sin,^that 
brings death, and the devil the power of death : so becomes a child of 
fight and of the day ; and of the light which was before darkness was, 
oV the prince of it ; for this is the belief that overcomes the world, that 
sanctifies the unbelieving hufi^baiid, arid the unbelieving wife, else their 
childreri were unholy, but now they are clean. 1 Cor. vii. H. 

For thi9 belief is greater than he that is of the world, which over- 
comes ham that would defile ; for this belief is Christ, which passes from 
death to life, it takes aWay the root of sin and iniquity, which is com- 
plained of in the scriptures, which they were born in, though they had 
the law which made nothing perfect, which took hold of their outward 
actions or branches ; but this belief makes the root holy, and if the 
root be holy, the branches that spring from the root will be ^oly also. 

And all you that preach up a body of sin and iniquity, and that you 
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must have a body of sin, and deaih unto the grave, and a purgatory 
when yon are dead Neither man nor woman of you do believe aright ; 
for the believing wife sanctifies the unbelieving husband ; and the be- 
lieving husband sanctifies the unbelieving^wife ; else their children were 
unclean, but now they are holy. 

So from this sanctifying belief you are all erred since the apostles' 
days. But have made beliefs and creeds of your own, and then say, 
there is no overcoming on this ride of the gi'ave : you may as well say» 
there is no true belief. G. F. 

■ 

» 

OCLXin. — t^n exhortation to keep to the andent principles of 

truth. 

■ • * # 

Friends, keep at a word in all your dealings without oppression. 

And keep to the sound 'language, thou to every one. 

And keep your testimony against the world's vain fashicHjs. 

And keep your testimony against the hireling priests, and their tithes^ 
and maintenance. 

And against the old mass-houses, and the repairing of them. 

And against the priests* and the world's joining in marriages. 

And your testimony against swearing, and the world*s corrupt man- 
ners. 

And against all looseness, pleasures, ahd profaneness whatsoever. 

And against all the world's evil ways, vain worships, and religions, 
and to stand up for God's. 

And to see that restitution be made by every one, that hath done 
wrong to any. 

And that all difierences be made up speedily, that they do not fly 
abroad to corrupt people's minds. 

And that all reports be stopped that tend to the defaming one an- 
other. 

And,, friends, live all in the power of the Lord God, and in his truths 
light, and life, that with it you may all with one heart, soul, and mind 
keep dominbn; and in the light, life, truth, and power 6fGod do true 
judgment, justice, and truth, righteousness, and equity in all your men 
and women's meetings, without favour or affection to • rela:tions, kin- 
dreds, and acquaintance, or any respect 6f persons; for if you do not so, 
judgment will come upon you from Grod, to put you down from your 
places. For the power of God, lights life; and truth respects not any, 
but justice, truth, righteousness, and equity, &c. 

Let mercy overshadow the judgment seat, and let mercy be mixed 
with judgment. 

Take heed of IboHsh pity ; and if you be not diluent againt all pro- 
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fanenessysin, iniquity, and uncleanness, looseness, and debauchery, land 
that which dishonoureth God, then you let those things come up upon 
you, which you should.be atop of, ^nd subdue, and keep down with 
righteousness, and the truth, and the power of God. 

And in all your men and women's meetings, let all things be done in 
love*, which doth edify the body ; and let nothing be done in strife and 
vain glory, but keep in the unity of the spirit, which is the bond of 
peace. And let all things be done in the wisdom of God, \¥hich is pure 
and gentle, from above, above the earthly, which is below, sensual, and 
devilish. 

And take heed, of hurting any concerning'marriages, if the thing be 
right, (through any earthly reasoning,) lest they do worse. 

And so all be diligent for the Lord God and his truth upon the earth, 
and the inheritance. of a life that hath ho epd, that you may live in that 
seed that is blessed for evermore. / 

And be diligent in all your meetings, and see to the setting forth of 
apprentices, all fatherless and poor Friends' children ; and that all the 
poor widows he carefully looked after, that nothing may be lacking 
among you ; then all will be well. 

And kleep your testimony against all the filthy rags of the old world ; 
and for your fine linen, the righteousness of Christ Jesus. 

And keep your testimony for your liberty in Christ Jesus, and stand 
fast in it,, against all the false liberties in old Adam ; and your liberty in 
the spirit of God, and in the gospel of C3irist Jesus, against all the false 
and loose liberties in the flesh. 

And train up all your children in the fear of the Lord, and in his new 
covenant, Christ Jesus; as the Jews did their children and servants in 
the old covenant, and so do you admonish your children and servants. 
And let no man or any live to themselves^ but in that love that seeks 
not her own. 

And have an eye over them that come to spy out your liberty in 
Christ, and will report out of your meetings things to make advantage, 
and to the defaming of persons. 

And let every one seek the good of one another, and their welfare in 
the truth, and make others' condition their own ; and this keeps as a 
father and mother to condescend to a child. And all live in the seed 
which hath the blessing, and in the wisdom by which you may order 
all things to God's glory, over the evil seed, that is out of the truth. 

And if any one hath any thing to say, in opposition to the matter of 
marriages, propounded by any to the meeting, such Friend or Friends 
to make it known, (what they have against the parties,) to such as are 
appointed by the meeting, to inquire into the clearness of the parties, 
who laid their intentions before the meeting. And such Friends, as have 
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intentions of marriage, first to lay it before the men and women of the 
Monthly Meeting, they belong to, and to see that things arc clear, before 
they are brought to the Two Weeks' Meeting. 

And if any difference arise, either about marriages, or any other case, 
in the Two Weeks' Meetings, that the business be presently referred to 
six Friends, to have ^ hearing of the matter another day, or elsie for 
them to go forth and determine it presently, and not to discourse it in 
the open meeting. 

And if any legacy be left. by any deceased Friend, to a particular 
use, as to putting forth apprentices, and breeding up poor Friends' 
children; that the said money be kept distinct, as a stock for the said 
use, and a particular account thereof be kept. And th^ Quarterly or 
Six Weeks' Meetings to see, that the said monies be disposed of to the 
uses as aforesaid. And if any of the principal money so given, be at any 
time made use of to any other use, that it be again made up by the 
meeting of Friends in general. And though the money be left or given 
to any particular Friend for the use aforesaid ; yet the same to be paid 
to two or three persons, whom the Quarterly Meeting or Six Weeks' 
Meeting shall appoint to receive such money; that so the meeting ihay 
have the ordering and disposing of the said money to the best advantage, 
and the use intended. 

And that Friends do keep in their testimcxiy against the vain fashions 
of the world, and all looseness and uncleanness whatsoever; and against 
all profane, idle tippling, and taking tobacco in coffee houses and ale- 
houses, which is an ill savour. And against all strife and contentioD 
whatsoever. 

And that some Friends be appointed at every meeting to keep the 
doors, to keep down rude boys and unruly spirits; that^so the meetings 
may be kept civil and quiet. 

And if one Friend hath any thing against another, let him not trea- 
sure it up, till the time of his marriage, and then cast it upon him pub- 
licly ; but let him presently speak to the Friend^ and also to them, that 
the meeting hath appointed to see after his clearness, &c. And that 
things may not be deferred too long at the Two- Weeks' Meeting con- 
cerning marriages ; but that they may be answered in a short time, lest 
they be put to a strait in the matter. 

And stop all bad reports, (for thou shalt not raise a false report up<Mi 
my people, saith the Lord,) and minister justice upon it presently, so 
that no man or woman may be defiled or defamed with such things. 

G.F. 

Read tku in the Men and Women's Jfeeting in the fear of the Lord, at often ae you 
see Qccasiony and record it in your book. 
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CCLXI7.— .^w additional extract from other of G. F.^s Epistles, 
both of former and latter dates, more largely speaking to things 
containedin the paper foregoing, with some new.matters; recom- 
mended to Friends by him, (from time to time,') to be taken no- 
tice of at their Quarterly and other meetings. 

Friends' fellowship must be in the spirit, and all Friends must know 
one another in the spirit and power of God. 

And in all the meetings of the county, two or three may be appoint- 
ed from them, to go to the Quarterly Meetings, for to give notice one to 
another^ if there be any that walk not in the truth, and have been con^ 
vinced, and gone from the truth, and so have dishonoured God. And 
likewise if any that profess the truth, follow pleasures, drunkenness, 
gamingSj^or are not faithful in their callings and dealings, nor honest, nor 
just, but run into debt, and so bring a, scandal upon the truth. Friends 
may give notice to the Quarterly Meeting, (if. there be any such,) and 
flome may be ordered to go and exhort them, and bring in their answers 
to the next Quarterly Meeting. 

And so to query and search out all such, as live not as becomes the 
truth 6f the gospeV and yet do profess it, so that they all may walk 
in it, as well as talk of it; for none hath the heavenly comfort of it, but 
who do walk in it. For all the talkers of Christ and his gospel, that do 
not walk in him, dishonour him. And all uncleanness and looseness in 
all your meetings, judge and condemn with the light, power, and spirit 
of Christ; so that nothing may reign among you, but that which doth 
glorify God and Christ. * ' 

And to adn>onish all them that be careless and slothful^ to diligence 
in the truth and service for God, and to bring forth heavenly fruits to 
to God; that they may mind the good works of God and do them, in 
believing in his son, and show it forth in their conversations; and to 
deny the devil and his bad works, and not to do them. 

And to seek them that be lost, or driven away from the trutli into 
the devil's dark wilderness, by .his dark power ; seek them again by the 
truth, and by the truth and power of God, bring them to God again. 

And to see, that all that come amongst Friends, and profess truth, 
keep to yea and nay, in their dealings and communications, in justice 
and equity, and not in oppression. 

And that in all the Monthly Meetings there be an inquiry, whether 
any that profess truth, are out of the pure language, thou to every one, 
whether they keep up God a^d Christ's language^ that the holy pro- 
phets and apostles used, over all the flattering wx)rds in the world. 

And Friends, my desirc.is, that ye all may be preserved in the Lord's 
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power, and in his everlasting seed, and so in the order of the gospel, 
and in the government of Christ Jesus ; of the increase of which there 
is no end. And that ye may keep- up your ancient testimony, (in the 
power and spirit of God,) against tithes ; and that ye may keep up your 
ancient testimony in the sincere life for Christ, your high priest, against 
the hireling priests and their bid temples ; manifesting that ye are the 
temples of God. 

And let inquiry be made concerning all such among Friends as . 
do pay tithes, which makes vpid the testimony and sufferings of our 
brethren, who have suffered (many of them) to death ; by which many 
widows and fatherless have been made ; and which is contrary to the 
doctrine of the apostles, and the doctrine of the martyrs, and contrary 
to the doctrine of the righteous in this present age ; all which are to be 
inquired into, and to be exhorted to faithfulness therein. 

And that ye may keep your ancient testimony for the chuf ch which 
is in God, the living members, which Christ, the spiritual man, is the 
holy head of, and your heavenly rock and foundation. 

And all such as marry by the priests, who have some of the/n the 
rough hands of Esau, and fists of wickedness, and who have had their 
hands dipped in the blood of our brethren in New England, a^d who 
have been the cause of the banishment of some of our brethren, 'an<J 
have spoiled so many of their goods, casting them into prisons, and 
keeping so many of them in prison at this day : all such as go to th^pi 
for wives or husbands, must come to judgment and condemnation of 
themselves, and that spirit that led them to the priests to marry them ; 
or else Friends, ^hat keep their habitations, must write and bear their ^ 
testimony against them both. For from Genesis to the Revelations jou 
never read of any priests that married any people, but it is God's ordi- 
nance ; and whom God hath joined together, let no man put asunder. 
And they took one another formerly in the assemblies of the righteous, 
(when all things were clear,) therefore let all these things be inquired 
into, and brought to the Quarterly Meeting ; and from thence some 
ordered to go to them, and to return what they say, at your next meet- 
ing. And let all this be done before th6y, or any of them, be declared 
as heathens, or written against, let them be three or four times admo- 
nished, that they may have gospel order, so that if it be possible, they 
may come to that which at first did convince them, and to repent and 
condemn their unrighteous doings. So that ye may not leave, if possi- 
ble, a hoof in Egypt. 

Now, all Friends, who have known the power of God, and do believe 
in the light of Jesus Christ, who is your high priest, who is made higher 
than the heavens; you come to know him to be your teacher, and to 
hear him in all things, and that God may work all your works in yoa 



h 



1669] 333 

and for you. And all such, pretended Friend or Friends, that have gone 
to the priests to marry them, or have heen drawn by their relations so 
to do, in pretence to have their estates secured for their heirs, such 
have gone from the light of Christ in themselves, and have quenched 
the motions of the spirit of God in their own hearts, and distrusted God, 
and let a spirit of unbelief enter into them, and thefeby such cause 
the world to glory over them, and Friends ; and both priests and the 
woWd say that such are hypocrites, and they come to them but to save 
their estates. And th6y talk* of the living God, but it is seen the world 
is their god, and the priest must do their work to preserve. their estate. 
Such distrust the living God about outward things, though formerly 
they used to cry against them, and their teaching, and their marrying, 
and their baptizing ; but now they can come to them to marry them to 
save their earth, and to shun suffering. And thus they manifest their 
hypocrisy. And therefore all such as have gone to the priest; to be 
parried by him, come to the witness of Grod in your coni^ciences, by 
which you may come to condemn that spirit that led you to them to 
be married. For all those are far gone, who can come so near a jpriest 
as to hear his prayers for money, and to partake of his works. Such 
have turned against the light, and quenched the spirit-, and abused the 
power which would have risen in them against it. And such in their 
apostacies may have cried, the power of God is not amongst Friends as 
it was in the beginning; when they h^ve abused it in themselves, and 
grieved the spirit of the Lord, and Friends who live in the spirit. 
For it is not the bishops' nor priests' "work to marry people, nor is it to 
be seen ; nor you never read throughout the holy scriptures, that either 
priests or bishops married any; but it is God's work, and his ordinance; 
for whom God joins together, let no man put asunder. 'And marriage 
is honourable in all, the bed being undefiled. And they took one an- 
other in the assemblies of the righteous, the saints, and the holy ones 
of God, who were of the seed of the righteous. Which practice* is 
now followed amongst the people of God, called Quakers, who are of 
the seed arid generation of the righteous, the elect people of God. And 
also you may read, how Jacob, who was of the seed of the righteous, 
took his wife in the assembly at Laban's house, who gathered the people 
together when he took her, having declared it before ; and all par- 
ties were satisfied. And Jacob was the beloved of God, who took 
his wife of the best sort of people ; his father and mother would not 
have him unequally yoked, as Esau had been before. And also you 
may read Isaac's marriage, in whom the blessed seed was called, as 
the apostle saith ; * In Isaac shall thy seed be called.' And how won- 
derfully it was carried on by the Lord ! See Gen. xxiv. 25. And aliso 
read, how Boaz took his wife Ruth, (after both sides were satisfied,) in 
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the assembly of the people aud elders ; and hovv he declared it unto the 
elders, * Ye are witnesses this day, that I take Ruth to he my wife ; and 
they said, we are thy witnesses/ And of this Boaz came the line of 
Christ. For Boaz begat Obed, and Obed begat Jesse, and Jesse b^at 
David. And also Isaiah the prophet, who prophesied of Christ's birth, 
sufferings, and death, God commanded him, when he was to go to the 
prophetess, that he should take witnesses, and write it in a roll; and 
this was the command of God ; and he was of the seed of the righteous. 
And likewise the children of Israel, when they were carried into cap- 
tivity, when any married, and all things on both sides were clear, 
they took one another, according to the law of Moses. As for example, 
see Tobias. And also Christ Jesus Went to a marriage in Cana 
in Galilee, (who ended the first priesthood, who is the everlastii^ 
priest.) And he went with his disciples and the mother of Jesus. 
Whence it is clear that there was a meeting and an assembly of people. 
And marriage being God's^ ordinance, and God's joining, here. Christ 
owns it ; for it was God's joimng before the fall ; and God's giving be- 
fore the fall ; and it is so in the restoration out of the fall again by 
Christ Jesus : who are come into the spirit and power of God, they know 
itisGod'sjoining again in the restoration; and whom he joins together, 
let no man put asunder.* And so marriage was a figure of Christ and 
hi^ church, as the apostle instanceth in Ephesians. And therefore they 
were not to be unequally yoked« believers with unbelievers. The law 
of God did forbid it ; they were not to give their sons and daughters to 
the heathen, or marry with them, for it grieved the Lord in the old 
world, and brought destruction upon those bad marriages. When the 
8<»is of God saw the daughters of men were fair, and they took them 
wives of all which they chose. Who corrupted the earth, and filled it 
with violence. Yet the holy men of God, 'their marriages were nev>er 
judged of God in the old world. Neither Setb's, Lamech's, nor Maha- 
laleel, nor Methusalah, nor Noah, nor Abraham, Isaac nor Jacob ; and 
so none before the law, nor none in the law, not in the time of the gos- 
pel, their marriages were not judged by the Lord, who walked in the 
power and spirit of the Lord, and knew God's joining ; wjho brings the 
man and woman together. But such as mingled with the heatheil and 
unbelievers, and followed strange flesh, they went from the spirit, they' 
lost the sonship ; through such the earth was corrupted and filled with 
violence; and such could not know God's joining, who went from the 
-spirit, and from the law and gospel ; and such are mingled among hea- 
thens and unbelievers, and follow strange flesh, and corrupt tbdir own, 
who go from the spirit, by which they have been sanctified and led into 
the sonship. 

And such as marry with unbelievers and heathen, go contrary to the 
law of God, and grieve him and their righteous parents. 
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So marriage is God's holy ordinance, and Christ, that comes to restore 
all things again into their place, «aith, ' Whom God joins together, 
let no man put asunder.' And brings it to the beginning again, how 
God made them male and female. So in the restoration in the image 
of God and sanctification, they are brought to the joining one male with 
one female again; not fop- one man to have many women at once, God 
did not make many for him ; but in the fall from the righteousness of 
God and his image, there they run together like beasts, a man and 
many women. There men join and put asunder ; ' but in the beginning 
it was not so,' saith Christ, the heavenly man, the second Adam, * for God 
made them male and female, and whom he joins together, let no man 
put asunder.' And so God joins with his spirit and poWer, for he is a 
spirit ; and this is a heavenly and spiritual joining ; and them that God 
joins, they do not follow strange flesh, but the spirit of God ; and such 
a marriage is sanctified by the spirit, and by the Lord, and such know 
his heavenly ordinance. And this is the marriage Christ owns, and sets 
up and encourages, who is the covenant and the quickening spirit. And 
so God, who is a spirit, joins with his spirit, power, and light ; this join- 
ing is in the covenant of God, all such marriages are honourable in all 
things, for their bed is not defiled ; but where the bed is defiled, that 
marriage is not honourable. And all that forbid marriage are in the 
doctrines of devils; and they that are in the doctrine of devils, are out 
of truth, who destroys the creation, and destroys some one way and 
some another, that are under his power and command from truth; but 
they that obey the truth, and obey Christ, and obeys God, are over 
him and his doctrine, and the defiled bed, and stjrange flesh ; and the 
spirit gives them an understanding to know God, and his joining by his 
spirit, who is blessed for ever. 

Now if any should say, that Adam took his wife alone ; and so run 
into the works of darkness, and go together in the dark, contrary to the 
righteous seed and holy generation: 3uch are judged by the holy seed 
and by them in the holy life and law of God, and with the lijght of Christ 
Jesus condemned. 

And as' for Adam taking his wife alone, that was before there were 
any witnesses. But there was a form of words betwixt them before 
they w«it together, or he knew her, (a$ foUoweth,) viz. * And when 
the Lord God brought the woman to Adam, Adam said to the Lord, 
This is bone of my 'bone, and flesh of my flesh, she shall be called wo* 
man, because she was taken out of man ; and thev shall be one flesh.' 
But this form of words of Adam'B, and his doing, is nothing to them that 
are workers of darkness, and run together in the dark. For after the 
earth was peopled, you may read how the generations of the righteous 
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did take one another in the assemblies of the righteous, and it Was re- 
corded 1)6fore witnesses. u 

So all such as marry by the priests, or marry by the world, that are 
unbelievers, do go from God's power and spirit, and his joining, and dp 
break the law of God in their marriages, who forbade to join with 
unbelievers. And therefore with the light of Christ Jesus are such 
judged and condemned, and must come through condemnation and 
judgment. 

For the right joining in marriage is the work of the Lord only, and 
not the priests or magistrates ; for it is God's ordinance, and not man's. 
And therefore Friends cannot consent, that they should join' them to- 
gether. For we marry none, it is the Lord's work, and we are, but 
witnesses. But yet, if a Friend through tenderness have a desire that 
the magistrate should know it, (^fter the marriage is performed in a 
public meeting of Friends and others, according to the holy order and 
practice of Friends in truth throughout the world, and according to the 
manner of the holy men and women of God of old,) he may go and 
carry a copy of the certificate to the magistrate; Friends are left to. 
their freedom herein. But for priests or magistrates to marry or join 
any in that relation, it is not according to the scripture ; and our tes- 
timony and practice hath been always against it. It was God's work 
before the fall, and it is God's work only in the restoration. 

Let not any go disorderly, together in marriage, contrary to the prac- 
tice of the holy men of God, who declared it in the assemblies of the 
righteous, when they took one another, all things being clear, and they 
both being free from any other, in respect to marriage: And when any 
take one another in marriage, let there not be less than a dozen Friends 
and relations present, (according to your former order,) having first 
acquainted the men's meeting, and that they have clearness and unity 
with them, and then it may be recorded in a book. And if any walk 
contrary to the order of truth herein, let some be appointed to speak 
to them, and give notice thereof to the next meeting. 

And all that are widows, who have children, and do intend to marry, 
let inquiry be made, what she hath done for her children, (if there be 
no will made,) then let such part of her late husband's estate be set out 
for the children, as is equal and according to truth; and what they cab 
do more afterwards, let them do it also. And where there is a will 
made, let those legacies and portions be improved and secured (before 
their ms^rriage) for the children of the deceased, with, what more they 
can do for them. And then, when these things are done, let them be . 
i:ecorded in a book at the next Quarterly Meeting. 

And all men that hunt after women, from woman to woman; and 
also women, whose affections run sometimes after one man, and soon 
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after to aiiothet? ancl saholdoneanotlter in ^SeCtpoUfSC^i so draw out 
the aflections one of another ; and after a while leave one another, and 

' go to others, atnd tbei> do^the same things there ; ..tbesle doings are 
more tike' Sodom than saints, and are not of> Grod's moving, nor joining, . 
where they are not to Jje. parted.. -F^r' marriage is God's ordinaiibe, 
and. God's command one to .pother, and^n that is felt the power of 
Goi" , : ■ ' -"^ "' ' '• . ' '.., :J '■'.: « ■ ♦ • ' 

And if any go tc^ether in marriage^ having declared it at Friends' 
meetings, if the magistrates do cast them into prison, because, they are 
not married accd^rqling to the p^jtiopal law, or;by a- priest, all the men 
Friends and^vcMnen Friends in the meeting, (or twelve t>f them) may set , 
their hands, to a paper and send U to the Joatices, it being done in truth 
and righteousness, and^dcording to the scriptures of truth. As Boaz 
dedared his taking pf Ruth in t^ town7gate,; and Jacob when h^ was 
married, Laban called in his kindred; and qther «ex^mple^ you may 

. see in. ihe scriptures, who' did mari'y , and had no ping,- nor priest neither 
to mafry them. ' V 

Now« jno man ought to spes^k to a ^oman concerning marriage before ' 
tbart'be hath spdcen to her father and mother, and, have their consent; 
and if she have no father or mother, t>at guar^aiis.^nd trustees, th^n 

- they must speak to them, if she be under age, that they may h»ve their 
consent, and so proceed accotdingly, as Abraham's servant did concern- 
ing Isaac's wife, r And you are to see that ^11 widows do majfe provi- 
sion for their chHdi^n before they are married ta another,, acpording 
to truth and r^hteousness. < ^ . . 

And you are to see> that .every man land Woman are free ffom alt 
entanglements with any Other woman or :iBan before th^y are married; . 
and if they" have been ^gaged/yOu must have a certificate under th^ 
hands of the person that they have.be^n entangled wi<th to discbai^ 
fhem; so that all things may be doq^ in pea(^e, and unity, and lighte- 
ousness, according i6 the truth that ii^.in ev-eiy'iiian.and ^oman. ^ And 
if the. young man or young woman's relations be* of the 'World, they^ 
mus^ have their consent, &pd a certificate from them. ■' A^ if the man 
or woman comes from beyond -sea,-<Nr oat of another country, ye must 
have a certificate from the men sind women's meetings there, how they 
have lived, mnd whether they, are free 7rom all other p^rsoiis, by any 
engagement, covenant, or coptract concerning marriage; and if they 
ar^ not clear, they- must apswer that,' and be cleared bjf; a certificate 
under their handB^ before they proceed any further. 

And if any mait should defile a wonoan he must marry her^ if she be 
al}i^gar, though he:haye never so many hundreds 9^ for he must fulfil 
the law of God, for^ the law, of God commands it, that he must marry 

' hery and condemn his.s(cti<x), and clear God'i truth. But no such mar* 
\VoL. VII. ' 48 \ 
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Tiaget, where the bed is deflled,''we' bring' ioto our m^n and women's 
meetings; but some Friends (if such a thing happen.) draw up a certi- 
ficate, arid they to set then- hai^ds to U, that, they will live faithfully 
together as man and^vife, and fulfil the law of God 

And this I t\rrite, if ever such a thing should happen ; bht I hope that 
Friends will be careful, and keep in ^he fear of the Lord, that they may 
have an esteem of the. Lord's truth, and their own bodies, and of the 
honourably marriage, whpre the be J is undefiled. * 

And when any marriages is to be propounded, let it be laid before the 
women's meeting* first. * And. after they have declared it there, if they 
do know any thing of the man 'or the woman, that itflhouldnot ptt>ceed 
BO &r as to the men's meeting, then let two or three women go to the 
men's meeting, that isome of the men iQid women may have a distinct 
-meeting concerning it, and let them end it before it comes to the men's 
meeting ; and if there be jio such occasion of any such meeting, let two 
or three wom^n go along with them to the men's- meeting. ' And so 
after Friends h&ve' taken their names, and places of abode, let two 
women of the women's meeting be nominated, atnd two men of the 
men's meeting, that if any oi^e hjEive^y thing to isay against the couple 
before the next meeting they may speak to them ; arid if there should 
appear any "thing, they may end it before they come to the meeting. 
And if there be nothing, when they come the second titfie. again to the 
women's meeting, the Woman may go along with them to the men^and 
testify that they laibvr nothing ag^hist their proceedings And likewise 
the men, that are appointed to inquire out to make the Uke report,* (and 
let the man .and the wotaan always appear, together, when they lay 
their intentions of marriage.) • So then the thhig is left to the men to 
give their judgment and advice td the cohple that are to be married^ all 
things being clear, and nothing appearing' to the contrary; and their 
flithera, and mothers^or guardians^ <»* overseers being satisfied, then they 
may have^their liberty to appoint a meeting where they please,.in some 
pttblic meeting-place, where their r^lartions and Frlend»may be present, 
and there get a certificate readjr drawn up, with the -day of the month, 
place^ and year,'how that such a couple did take one anotiier in the 
presence of Ood, and in the presence Of his people, who had laid /their 
said intentions so often -before them;' and all things %eing Ibiind clear, 
according to the laW of Gdd atid the practice of the holy men» recorded 
in ^e scriptures of truth, to live tc^ether in christian, honourabte mar- 
riage, according to Qod's ordinance And his Joining, to be help-meets 
together as long as they live. 

And if any man ot* woman, come out of another csountry, they oMst 
bring a Certificate from the men and women's meetipg to them, where 
they take their wife and husband. ; . 
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And no man or woman is to be.permitted to' proceed in marriage, if 
thej be engaged or entangled witft an]r other, till the^r be cleared. 

Dear friends^ if there happen any diilerence betwixt Friend and 
.FHen'd> let them speak to one another; and, iT. th^y wilt not. hear, let 
them take two' ot* three of the mdetiog they belong to, that they may 
end it^ if they pan. And if they cannot ^d it, then.it m^y be laid be- 
^f*e the Monthly Meeting. Aad if it canifot be .ended there, 4hen it 
may be brought to the (Quarterly Meeting^ and there let it be put to 
half a dozen Friend^, that they may end it, that they may keep their 
meetings quiet Or, they that are at difference, may choose, three 
Friends, and Friends may chobse three more to them, andJet .thetn 
stand to their judgmeiA for there are few, t^at love quietness and peace, 
who "will have their naoKs^, brought to a Motitbly or Q^ajPterly Meeting, 
to have their names sounded. over the country; that they are. in strife; 
but wiiirat|ier endeayo^ir to end it amongst .them.selves of at their own 
meeting, before that they come to the Monthly Meeting. . , . 

And if thefe be any difference brought to the Atp^ithiy or Quarterly 
Meeting, either men's or women 'Sj after you have heard t{iem one by 
one, and let but.one speak at a time^ know of them». whether they will 
stahVl.to your judgment? And, if , they will, let Iialf a |dozen Ft^ends 
nisrke a final end of it But, if .tixey will not stand to your, judgment, 
- they are not fit t6 bring it thither* ' ' . . ». 

And if any brother or sister hear any report o(<any brother or siistec^ 
' let ^im or her got tcf th^^ party, and know the truth of the report ; and 
if ttae, let the thing 1>e Judged: if false, g<> then to ihe reporter, and 
let him or her be judged. And if any should report it at a second or 
third h'and,.with<]fut going to the party of whom the report goes,.let such 
be brought to judgn^ent : * for thou shalt neither raise nor puffer ^ falge 
report.io lie upon my people,' saith tte Lord; for they are to be holy, 
Sis he iSt holy 'i and just, as he is just. 

♦ Now concerning ^gospel-order ^ though the ^oc.trine of Jesus Christ 
reqiiireth his people to admonish a brother or sister twj;ce, before they 
tell the church, yet -that limiteth nohe,'So as that they shall* use no 
longer forbearance, before they tell the church, but that they ?hall iiot 
less than twice admonish their brothel ^r sister befor^e they tell the 
chturch.' , And it iis desired of all, that befprje they publicly complain, 
they Wait in the pow:er of Grod to ieel, if there is no nqore required of 
them to their .brother ,or sister^ before they expose him or her to the 
church: let this be weightily considered. • 

And further, when the church is told, and the party ajdmonished by 
the church again and again, and h^ or they remain^ Still insensible and 
unreconciled, let not final judgment' go forth .agajnst' him or her^ till 
everyone of the meeting have cleared his or her conscience; that, if 
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any thing be upon any 'further to visit such a traiisgressor, they may 
clear themselves, that if- possible the parfy may be reached.and saved. 
And after all are clear of the blood of such an one> let the judgment of 
Friends in <he povirer of God go forth against him or her, as moved, for 
the Lord's honour and glory's sake, that no reproach ihay come or rest 
upon 'God's holy name, truth, and pe<y[)le. 

And all such as behold their brother or sister in a transgression, go 
not in a rough, light, or upbraiding spirit,, to reprove or admonish him 
or her, but in the power of the 'Lord, arid spirit of the Lamb, and ift the 
wisdom ahd love of the truth, which suffers thereby, to admoiAsb such 
an offender. So may the soul of such a brother or sister be seasonably 
and eiiectqally reached unto and overcome, ana they may have cause 
to. bless the name. of the Lord on their b&hatf, and^ a bliessing may be 
rewarded into the bosom of tba{ faithful and tender brother of sister 
that sp admonished them* ' ^ 

And be it kqown unto all, we cast out none from 'among m; for if 
they g6 from the light, and spirit, and power, in which our unity is,. 
. they cast out themselves. ' And it has been our way to admonish them, 
that theymay come t6 that spirit and light of God, wliich they are 
gone from, and so come* into the unity again^ ' For our fellowship stands 
ID the "Jight, thai the world hates, and in the spirit which the world 
grieves, vexes, and quenched; and if ttl^ey wilt not hear our admonitions, 
as before, the light condemns them, and then goes 'the testi^pnony of 
truth out against them. ^ 

And no condemnation ougnt to go further than the transgression is 

known ; and if he or she returns^ and gives forth a paper of condemna- 

,tion against him, or herself, (which is more de'sirable, than that we 

should do it,)* this is a testimony of his o^r .hef repentance and resurrecr 

tion before God', his -people, and the whole world f as David, Psalm Ivii. 

"when Ksithah came to admonish him. ' . • * , . ' 

And that na testiqiony, by way of condemnation, be given forth 
'^against any man or woman, whatever crime tbey commit,' before ad- 
moaition, and till such time as; they have had gospel-order, according 
to Christ's doctrine. ' - 

. ' And so keep the chufch-order of the gospel, according as the Lord 
Jesufi C3u*ist hath commanded; that is, *If thy brotfler offend thee, 
q[>eak to him betw^ixt thee, jand him ;* and if he will not hear, take 
twt) or three. If Jie will .not hear two or three, then tell it to the 
church, &c. . ' ' • ' \ ' 

f • • * • • • 4 1 

And if any one do miscarry, admonish them gently in the wisdom of 

God, so that ^ou may preserve hhn and bring him to^ondemnatioh, and 

. preserve him fromiarthef evils,^ which it is wfifl if such do not run into; 

and it will be well for al^ to use' the gentle wisdom q( God towards 
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them in their temptations and condi^mnable actions, and M^ith using 
gentleness to bring them to condemn theic evil, aad to let their con- 
demnation go as far as th^ bad action has gob^ and no farther, te de- 
file the minds of Friends or others; and so to, clear God^s truth and 
'people, and to conVerl the soul to God, and prfesefve them out of fur- 
ther evils. And tdike heed of spreading such thing? in the minds of the 
world, and farther than they are gone there; lest you by that means do 
caiisjis them toblasphemef God's name, and cause. tb^sm- to ^peak evil of 
the truth and God's people; jsuch do deserve, reproof tU^t sio do, and 
condemnation. So be wise in the wisdom of God. 

And let no one acfcuse any one, either in a Monthly or Quarterly 
Meeting, ptribHcly, except they* have spoken td them; by themselves 
first, and by two or three, as before. . - " \ * 

Apd dear friends, in the power of the Lord God, you who^are gath- 
ered wifli^'it, which is th^ authority of your men's and women's 'meet- 
ings; in the power of the Lord Jesus see, that.d,ll things be well.amopgst 
jou^ and that all do walk in the truth, and as becometh the gospel of 
^Christ, and his glorioua light and life, so that all may stand up for Grod's 
glory, and be v^iliantfor his truth, and ail togfbwup in it. And if 
any hear re{K)rts, or have any thing against any brother or ^ster, let 
them first speak to them; before that thejF declare it abroad; and this 
will keep down^ backbiting and whispering, and preaajcve in- brotherly 
love. And all, looseness whatsoever, let it be reproved ^ and admonish, 
and exhWt^ apd encourage such as are young and tender, to keep and 
preserve them in th^-way of lif^^; and so watch over one^ another for 
good.. • . '■ - ; »\ . * 

" And that care be taken fix>m time td time, as Friends are .moved 
thereunto, for relieving faithful Friends' necessities^ and fo)r other ser- 
vices of truth 'which shall be delivered into the hands of a faithful 
Friend or Friends, -(who ^are .desired to b^ teceiyers,for' that purpo^,) 
who* are to give an account of aU monies, that shall be by them received 
and disbursed- at the next Jtfpnthly or Quarterly Meeting,;after it shall 
be laid out, (if' it be' desired,) and so ttie. a.€count,to he ended, that mi- ^ 
nistering Friends'may not be cumbered with outward thjng^i but kept 
out of them ; and that what momes shaH be by them disb^r8ed for th0 
service of poor Friends, as aforesaid, shall be dispQs^ of, as Friends of 
the Monthly or Qtiatterly Meeting see meet to dispose of the same. 

And ail Friends» be- tender over, all Friends that, are prisoners upon 
truth's, account, and ihat are sick ?tnd weak peq)ley strangers .and fa- 
therless, and Widows, servant^, and children, that their parents, masters, 
or dames and relations are jiot Friends; keeping in the power of, the 
Lord, it will lead.y6u in all things withput many .words, and bring you 
to sec and feel^and live in that which was before enmity was, or words 
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either, >Vbich will chain it linder^r In that you all will have unity, and 
be alias a- family, and in it be aH as one ; in that is thepeace and unity. 

And also all widows, in dl yoiir several meetings, let them be taken 
notice of, and informed,- and encoui^ged, in their, outward business, that 
there be not any hfnderaii'ce put to them in their inward growth^ and 
•80 to be carefully. looked after, that they may be njDurished and cherish- 
ed, atid preserred in the truth* that Ipve may be increased. And if 
<!hey haye niany children, td put th^m out apprentices,, (or servants,) 
winch may bQ a burthen. to thelpn t6 bring up, then.^t Friends take 
care to^ease them, by putting them forth, -as' may be seen meet. Let 
all these things be looked into every meeting, and notice thel'eof given 
to the next Monthly o^ Quarterly Meeting, and some ordered to see that 
all these thidgs ^re done according .to truth ^tnd^rigb^eousne^. - 

And in alljpour pneetifigs, let qotite be given to the Quarterly Meet- 
ing of all poor \Frien(k; and when /ye^haye heard, that there is. many 
more poor -belonging to one meeting than to another, dnd that mieeting 
thereby is burdened and oppressed; let the- re^t of th^ meetings assist 
and help them, so tl^at ye may ease oneanotber, and .help to bear one 
another's burdens, and so fulfil tho la^' of Christ. And iso see that < nb- 
thing be lacking',' according to theapostle!9 w:ord8, nfiafk, ' nothing lack- 
ing;' then ^n is well. For. the. Jews' (Jutward, thougb they w^reas the 
^tars of heaven; and ^s ih^ s«n,d upon the -Sea^sbore for multitude, yet 
there was not to ^e a- beggar anaongst them, acisording to the law of 
God. And amongst the christians in the iirstt age,, there was a-n^en's 
meeting set up at Je»rusalem to see that nothing was lacking, ^vhich was 
the gospel-order, according to the law^^of lesus; and this continued as 
long as they live^ in tbe.Jif^, power,, and'spiribof God. Bdt tVhen the 
apostacy pauie in, a^d the true-Vhurch fled into, the wilderness^ which 
was to continue there one thousand two huitdred ajad ^t;^days,*and the 
ivitnesse^ p^opjiiedied in sackcloth- oue thousand tw9 hundred aud sixty 
iiays, apd the beast was, worship'ped jiisi so long, one thousand tWo hun- 
dred and sixty days ; and then all things went oiil c(f order, and every thing 
was wanting in thaf time they worshipped the dragon' nnd the' beast ; and , 
the devil htade ibe.^orld JliMfe a. wilderness. But now thie judgment of 
the great whpre» and of the btiust is' cofljej^ and witi^ them the* false 
prophet and the dragon, 'whd shaH b^ cast alive into the iake.of fire; 
and the true church is' cpmting> up out of the "wiidemess/and the nmn 
child, (\yiiich was caught up into heaven^) is c^me down again to rule 
all nations with a rod of iron : and the marriage of -the L^mb is come, 
and the Lamb and the saints shall have the ^^ictOf^, «^nd the" ev^erlas^- 
ing gospel is apd shall be preached again, as was^'Umbng tl^ .apostles; 
.and the gQspel-order shall h^ set up, as was amongst them.; and.a nben's 
meetings as was at the jiirst conversion, to feee*that nothing'be lacking 
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in the cbareh ^ then all is wi^lk ' So there is nbtSto. be a beggar )fko^ 
atnongst theiCbrifitians, a^cccxi'ding to Ibe law'^ Jesns, as there was not, 
to be any among the Jews,^ according to the law of Moses. » 
' And dear friends^ who feel the power <tf the everlasting Grod, (for all 
who are out of it, q,re in. confusion,) you. being cpme' into 'God^s fear,, 
which is. the beginning of true wl8dom,.>by which ail things were ctesit- 
ed;,and by it all things mtist be ordered again, to God's glory. . AH 
that a^r^ out of this wisdom, are in ihe^jearthly, deyihsfa,. and destroying 
state f but the ^sdom from abo^eis geptleand piife, and preserves you,* 
yea, and the Whole creation, to the gloi^<)f God** ' - ^ • 

And now, that Mohl^hl^and Quarterly Meetings of tWo or three out 
of ever J particular meeting of true and faithful Friends are Set i\p, and 
kept in the most convenient place in the middle of your County, jou 
inay kliow in^ydur. mieetings of the wants and necessities of all Friends^-. 
whetjher in b<WdB,or outr widows .Or fatl^erless/or £(ged- people, their 
oeeeflsities being, looked into, and every one feeling one another'^ condi- " 
tion; this keeps in tenderne^ anqi- 16v€^ as afaipily; afidtiothii^beingj 
lacking amohgst you, iitenal) is well, every, want *and necessity being 
supplied. And by this^ on^ meeting may be. serviceable to another in 
outward tMngs, for that is -the least love j aiid by this you may come 
into the practice of the pure.reKgion, -which is to reli<Bve. the W;idowS; 
strangerS) fatherless, and helpless. '. ' - . * ' .> 

And, friend9j,all the legaciesUhat are given to the iSoen or women's 
meetings, let^ th^m foe kept as a-public etoek* for the setting forth of 
apprentices, and .setting them up. ' 

And Friends to have and provide k bouse "ibr them that be distempered, 
and not to go to the wdrld. •'^ ' And to have an almshouse c^ hospital for 
all ffoot Friends^ thntave pafet work. . i 

. And Fri^n^s to have apd pi'ovide a $duse or liouses, where a hun- 
dred pmy ha^e rooms/to work ih^ ai^d shops, of dtl sorts of tfaif^ga to sell,. 
and where widows and young women might Wori^ and liVe. 

And dear friends^ dwell all* in the jeverlasting power of God, apd his 
Iffe^ in which is1>oth unity, 6rder, peace, and felldwship ^ ahd wait ..in 
the fear of the everlasting God, th^t hi& wisdom y&u may receive, which ' 
i9 pure and gentle from'abdve,.by which aUthin^ were marfe,by which 
wisdom you may order.all things to the glory of God. The jpoor, the 
fiick, the widows, the fatherless; the prisoi^ei's be ^tender of, and feel 
every one's ccxidition, as your own, and let nothing be lacking amongst 
you, according to the apostle's doctrine, to tfie church ^of God of old 
time; and if nothing be Jacking, all is weU. - / 

And dear friends, know in all your meetings wht) is sick, and weak, 
and in want,^and widows^^ and fatherless, and aged people, t^at cannot 
help themselves; and such as Qa^ htittli distributed unto; of that which 
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God hafr dUtributedy to lay aside for'th^ necesBities of others^ as you are 
moved and commanded of the Lord God by his power and spirit; for 
he that gives lo the poor^ lendeth to the^Lord.;. and behoves a cheerful 
giver. 

Secondly. That all, prisoners for the truth be minded, w^o are ia 
want and who are not, and the families' of. such who are in prison^ 
whether they are in waotx>r not ; and such a^ are decayed any manr, 
ner of way, a^d cannot fadp themselves ;. an4 such as have leil a call- 
ing, which they cannot for odoscience sake fpllow.; do tha best you can 
to help them, and furthier them t<^ employment, tbat^ they may labour 
in the thing that is good, ^nd be a ble^ing in the creation ; that this 
you may do, <that jou (bay be a bleo^i^ \% yau)r generatian. 
^ And all the fatherless, children their estates id he recorded in a book 
at the Monthly OT^tiartkrly Meeting; |ind.all that, are entrusted, with 
any estetcis jiiay b|^ en^ei^ed ^ .th^ Mpnthly or Quarl^ly Meetings, 
(fatherless or wido.wa',e(Btat(ei9i)jthc^t the meetki^ may see that justice 
be dope unto them, and require them to give iin aceount,- (if heed he,) 
and to do that which is just Md* equal ; so that there may be no strife, 
about outward things ojndngst you. . And that every ope jthat is ea- 
trusted- with any .widows pi"* fa tljierless childr^p'^.estates may be falthfnl, 
^nd not fail them in time of needt And that e^eiy £luar.terly Meet- 
ing. m^^Li^e ai^ eye. Over such, a^ aire entrusted, aii4 aseist them in, 
that wfaich*is right and jp^toous, and to see that they ar& fkitbful to 
their trust So that irjgfateoasness, and. justice,, and truth, and equity, 
may flow^ dovyn jamongst you^ and that the wisdom of Qrod be amo^g, 
friends, to order them in all thii^s to his;glbry. .. 

Andblet twp foithful J^iends in the trutib in every particular raeefoig 
be ordered, to Teceivie <all coUoctiond^ ^j^ ^ blrjy^g jrbjSm to the Monthly 
Meetings; aad let two such Friends tec^jve them there, and b^lng them 
to the Quarterly Meeting 7 end let four faithful Friends receive them . 
ther^ . And whatever collection^ are received, iet^n a<^;:mmt be kept 
of what is'reeeived, and.tq wfaolii stls^istmrsedi that so an account 
may b^ given ,to anj fE^itbfaJ Firiend that m^y desire it Aloid ineverj 
Monthly and Quiarterly: Meetitug to.4nquire> what poor there ^e, and 
who are fit Jo go, ap)pi;entice8.or sjeryants ; and that Friends, t^ ^d 
there inay. orfer. them tO .apprenticeships lb,sueh treses as iiu^ in wfe- 
vdom shall thin^ fit .^ ; '^ • .* * . * 

And if any. legacy be Ifft.byanjr dec/eased Friends to a ,pai>ticuiar^ 
use, ^ to.puttis^. forth apprentices, and biteeding ^i pqor Friends' chit 
dren, that the «c^i4'money/^e kept distinct ^s a^^ioch for the said use, 
anda.particulai* accoimt thereof to be kept; andthejauarterly Meet- 
ing to appoint some .'persons to- receive the ^dm^ey, and: to keep, the 
account thereof, ^nd the meetii^g^ see tM iti^dispos^piftd the uses 
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aforesaid. And if any of the principal inonej bo given be at any time 
made use of to any other use, that it be again made up by the Quar- 
terly Meeting of Friends. And though the money be left or given to 
any particular Friend for the use aforesaid, yet the same to be paid to 
the two or three persons, whom the Quarterly Meeting shall appoint 
to receive such money, that the meeting may have the ordering and 
laying out the said money to' the best advantage to the uses aforesaid. 

So that the legacies given apart to the meeting of men or women, 
be kept apart for the setting forth poor Friends* children, and setting 
them up in their trades, that the memory of the deceased just Friend, 
that gave it, may not be forgotten. 

And all Friends in the wisdom of God train up your children in the 
fear of God, that they may receive the wisdom of God ; and as they are 
capable, th^ may be instructed and kept employed in some lawful 
calling, that they may be diligent, serving the Lord in the things that 
are good ; that none may live idle, and be destroyers of the creation, or 
unserviceable in the creation, and thereby become burdensome to 
others, and to the jmt in themselves ; but that in the wisdom of God all 
tnay walk, and with it all things may be ordered. 

And aUFriendSi see that your children be trained up in soberness, 
aqd holiness, and righteousness, and temperance, and meekness, and 
gentleness, and lowliness, and modesty in their apparel and carriage, 
and so to exhort your children and families in the truth, that the Lord 
may be glorified In all your families. And teach your children when 
they are young, then will they remember it when they are old, accord- 
ing to Solomon's counsel. So that your children may be a ble^ing to 
you, and not a curse. 

And all men and women are io order their children and servants in 
the order of the gospel, and in the new covenant, that they may all 
come ta know the Lord. For the outward Jews were to train up their 
children in the old law, in the old covenant. And so you that are called 
christians are to train up your Children in the fear of the Lord, and in 
Christ Jesus, that they may walk in him in modesty, and holiness, and 
virtue. And S(> all to govern their families. And they that are to go- 
vern, are to be governed and ordered themselves, by the spirit and 
power of God, to Qod^s glory, and as examples in their families ; for all 
looseness is out of the power of God, either in word or life. And so by 
the power of God, and his righteousness, and truth, and light, and lif(g, 
all that is to be judged, and kept under and down ; and (he truth, and 
the light, and spirit c^ God must be walked in, which all looseness is 
out of. 

And so, whatsoever things are of good report, or whatsoever things 
are lovely, or whatsoever things are pure, and decent, and virtuous. 

Vol. VIL 44 
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and godly, and righteouB, and holy, and just, those follow after ; and do 
the works of charity, and not your own, but the good works of hospi- 
tality, which are accepted of God. 

And keep the order of the gospel, the powder of God, which power of 
<jod was before the devil was,and is over him, which brings life and 
immortality to light in men and women ; and men and women they.are 
to walk in this power of God, and to keep in it, being heirs of the same, 
and under the government of Christ Jesus, who bruiseth the serpent's 
head, and destroys him stnd his government; men and women being 
heirs of grace and life together, and of the power of God, and of the 
gospel of Christ Jesus, the amen. And so as they come to possess and 
inherit him and his gospel order, they come to possess him and his go- 
vernment and order ; of the increase of which there is no end. 

And that notice be taken of all evil speakers, backbiters, slanderers, 
and foolish talkers, and idle jesters, for all these corrupt good manners, 
and are not according to the saints and holy men's practice, whose 
words were seasoned with salt, ministering grace to the hearers. 

And all such as go up and down to cheat, by borrowing apd getting 
money of Friends, and have cheated several, all such are to be stopped 
and judged, and notice of* them is to be given to Friends, and to other 
persops. 

And dear Friends in the everlasting seed of life, wisdom, and salva- 
tion, my desire is, that you all may be preserved in it, to the glory of 
God; and in his power, and light, and life, over death, and darkness, in 
the heavenly unity, in all your meetings. 

Now concerning them that do go to the Quarterly Meeting, they 
must be substantial Friends, that can give a testimony of your suffer- 
ings, and how things are amongst you in ev^ry particular meeting. So 
that none that are raw or weak, that are not able to give a testimony 
of the affairs of the church and truth, may go on behalf of the particu- 
lar meetings to the Quarterly Meetings, but may be nprsed up in your 
Monthly Meetings, and there fitted for the Lord's service. So that two 
may go one time from every particular n^eeting, and two another time, 
or as it is ordered in your Monthly Meetings. So that some may go from 
all your meetings, thjit make iip your Monthly Meetings ; for the Quar- 
terly Meeting should be made up of weighty, seasoned, and substantial 
Friends, that understand the business of the church ; for no unruly and 
unseasoned persons should come there, nor indeed iptb tlie Monthly 
Meetings, but who are single-heai^ted, seasoned, and honest. 

And if ai)y one should speak or tattle any thing out of your Monthly 
or Quarterly JVfeetings, to the blemishing or defaming any person or 
the meetings, such, are to be brought to judgment and condemnation; "^ 
(for it breaks the, privilege and order of your christian society in your 
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meetings,) so that all may be kept and preserved in the power of the 
Lord, and in his spirit, in love and unity. 

And therefore keep your, meetings solid and sober, and let the au- 
thority of your men and women's meetings be in the power of God ; for 
every heir of the power has right to that authority, and in it keep the 
King of kings and Lord of lords' peace in his church. 

And so, the Lord give you wisdom, that by it you may be ordered to 
bis glory, and that every one may have ^ care of God's glory, and of 
his name and truth; and that in his power you may see, that all do 
walk as becomes his glorious gospel, which hath brought life and im- 
mortality to light in you ; which will preserve you: in life and immor- 
tality, over the devil that has darkened you. So that nothing may get 
betwixt your souls and minds, and the Lord God^ that he may be glo- 
rified in you all, and through you all, and over you all, blessed fot 
ever. Amen. 

And the least member in the church hath an pffice, and is service- 
able; and every member hath need ope of another. 

And now Friends, so many Monthly Men's Meetings as you have in 
your county, you may have so many Monthly Women's Meetings; and 
and if once a year, at least, you had a general women's meeting it 
would be well, (for in some counties they have as many Quarterly 
women's meetings as men's,) and in others they have 'only two, in the 
summer time, because the ways are foul and days short in wipter. 

And that one or two Friends in every meeting do take an account of 
f.11 the marriages, births, and burials, and carry theip to the Monthly- 
Meetings ; and let one or two there be ordered to receive them, and 
record them there in a book, which is to be kept s^t the Monthly Meet- 
ings. And from thence a copy of what is recorded there, to be brought 
to the Quarterly Meeting, and let one or two Friends be appointed there 
to receive them, and to record them all in one book, which is to be kept 
for the whole county. And this will be most safe, that if one book 
should happen to be lost, the otl^er may be preserved for the use of such, 
as may have occasion. 

And that all Friends, who are not already provided, may speedily 
procure convenient burying places, and that thereby a testimony n^ay 
stand against the superstitious idolizing of those places, called holy 
ground. For Abraham bought a place to bury his dead in, and would 
not bury them amongst the Egyptians and Canaanites* And Jacob was 
brought out of Egypt, and Joseph, and they were buried in their 
grandfather ^nd f^tther's burying places. And so Friends, get decent 
burying places for your dead, and let them be decently and jvelL 
fenced* tibat you may show a good example to the world in all 
things. 
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And dear Friendflt do all that you do in peace and love, and in the 
fear of God, condescending one unto another, in the simplicity and in** 
nocency of life, and truth, and in the wisdom of God, that that may be 
every one's crown, that nothing may he done in strife, to occasion words; 
for you are called to pea^e and holiness,' in which the kingdom stands, 
and to serve one another in love. And my love is to all friends in the 
everlasting seed of Grod, in which is life, purity, cleanness^ and righte- 
ousness that shines over all. > 

And all Friends, do that which ye do in the power of God, and then 
you are the Lord's freemen in love, and not captives. For all which 
is done out of the power of God is in the captivity. So wait all in the 
power of the Lord^jind in the light, in which you will feel life and peace, 
and the Lord's blessing.' So in that the Lord God Almighty preserve 
you, and keep you over all that which is contrary, and give you victory 
and dominion. And in peace and love Hve, in the spirit and power of 
God, in which is the unity "and the^'fellowship in the bond of peace, that 
truth and life may reign amongst you ; that in all things jou may adorn 
slnd grace the truth, that never hath an end. 

And the Lord God Almighty preserve you in his seed, life, and wis- 
dom, and giv^ you discerning victory and dominicm over all tUat which* 
is contrary, that you may feel Christ's reign and authority, in which you 
may all act in his power and authority. So in that, God Almighty pre- 
serve you. * . 

And draw up<an account of all that have .died in prison, in every 
county, for truth's testimony, and lay them before the magistrates ; and 
so to keep Friends clear from the blood of all men^ And preserve a 
list t>f their sufierings, together with the number that have died in pri- 
son ; that their blood may come upon them that have thirsted after it, 
and that their testimony may not be lost, who have sealed it with their 
blood, but that it may be preserved. And so keep a record of them 
in yojur Quarterly Meeting books. So that the memorial of the inno- 
cent suffered for the truth and the name of Jesus, may not be lost nor 
forgotten; that his name and power, that hath supported them, may he 
exalted, that hath carried them over death, and their persecutors^ and 
the spoiling of their goods. So in the heavenly, seed Ghrii^ Jesus, that 
reigns; who is the living, rock and foundation, and stands sure for aU his 
elect to build upon, stand above all the rocks and foundations that are 
below, and will have an end ; and in him the Lord God Ahnigbty pre- 
serve you, and keep you all. Amen. 

And all my dear Friends every where, who have been moved of the 

. LoFd God to speak in steeple-houses to the priests, or in markets to the 

people, or in courts, or fairs, or a^zes, or towns ; let an account thi^eof 

be drawn up together in one book, with the substance of their words. 
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that they spake in the power of God. This would be a book^ that may 
stand to generations, that they niay see their faithful testimony, and 
what strength God did ordain out of the mouths of babes and sucklings. 
And Friends that have been moved to go to the professors' meetings ; 
that their testimony there may not be lost together with all the ex- 
amples that have fallen upon the persecutof^ 

And such testimonies of Friends as are deceased, let them be record- 
ed, that so the testimony of the Lord through his servants may not be 
lost, that he raised up in his people, for the same they were carried 
on through great tribulations and sufferings ; and many laid down their 
lives, and had their goods spoiled, and they persecuted to death, to 
keep up their testimony, (which the Lord moved them to speak by his 
spirit,) to future generations. So that thosef words, that they were 
moved to speak forth by the power, may not be lost ; that the power 
and spirit of the Lord may be exalted. So that an account may be 
iaken of that which h()rth been spoken and done by the motions of the 
spirit of God from the first, as above mentioned. And so be diligent, 
and those that cfia write, help them that cannot lliis may be easily 
done. ^ 

' And all they that be public ministers, (if, unknown,) that pass up and 
down the countries, and to other nations, for them to bav^ a certificate 
from their meeting, wh^re such persons are known, and all their prac- 
tices are looked into ; 4hat will prevent any bad spirits, that may scan- 
dalize honest men. For they that do minister to others, must have a 
double diligence in virtue, and chastity, and patience, and carefulness, 
and watchfulness, more than their hearers, lest they judge them. For\ 
Christ the heavenly man, is our example ; and the apostle saith, follow 
us, as we do follow Christ. For who esteems the beggarly lusts before 
virtue, is not worthy of it ; and who preferreth hia ungodliness, and his 
unholiness, and his earthliness, before that which is heavenly, is not 
worthy of the heavenly, nor of godliness, nor righteousness, &c. 

And, dear friends, be faithful, you that know the light, the truth, and 
the power of God, and his life ; in the wisdom of God be faithful : by 
which wisdom all things were made and created ; and by which wisidom 
all things that are created, must be ordered again to the glory of the 
Creator. And you that are come to know the truth and the power of 
it all come to know the order of life, so that all things may be kept in 
that sweet order and government to the glory of God and the refresh- 
ment of all, and a sweet savour to (rod and in the hearts of all people, 
thatjihrough the wisdom of (rod ye may adorn the truth in all things, 
for the preserving of love, peace, and unity amongst all. 
. And live in the peaceable truth, and keep in the heavenly order of 
the gospel, and in the government of the heavenly man, of the increase 
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of which there is no ^ ndf and walk in the pure and undefiled religion, 
that keeps you from the spots of the World, and in the worship of God 
in the spirit and truth, which the devil is out of. So that in the truth 
you may be preserved in peace with God, and one \(^ith another. And 
in the spirit of truth you may be preserved in the unity and fellowship 
of it, in which is the bond of peace. 

And my desire is, that all the faithful men, and faithful women in 
the light, and power, and spirit of Christ, all may be kept in the pos* 
session of the truth, and that all such may make up the men and wo* 
men's meetings, so that you all may be in your possessions of the order 
of the gospel, and the government of Christ the seed, that bruises the 
head of the serpent, who is the head of all ill government and disor- 
ders. So that the joyful and glorious order of the everlasting gbspel, 
all may be in the possession of; so that in the light, spirit, and power, 
ye may all have a care of God's glory^ and his honour, and his church's 
peace^ keeping in the unity, of his everlasting spirit, which is the bond 
of the heavenly and spiritual Prince of pripce^s peacQ. And all that are 
in the possession of this may admonish and exhort a^ such as walk not 
as becomes the gospel, and glorify not the Lord with their bodies, souls, 
and spirits; and so see, that as every one has received Christ Jesus, 
they do walk in him; that all may walk in the holiness which be^ 
comes the house of God; so that God may be glorified by his light, 
power, and spirit in all, who is over all, God blessed for ever. 

And so the God of glory, who hath brought Christ from the dead, by 
him are you quickened and raised from the dead, that henceforth you 
should not live to yourselves, but to him, and walk in him, who is the 
Amen, and over aU, the first and last. G. F. 
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